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OIC meeting to be held in Jeddah at Jordan, Palestine request
Israeli gov't accelerates efforts to Judaize Jerusalem-RCJA

US 'concerned' by Ben-Gvir's storming of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa
complex

France condemns Israel’s decision to enable return to evacuated
West Bank settlement

Bahrain, Mauritania condemn Israeli minister’s storming of Al-
Aqsa Mosque, stress the status quo in Jerusalem

Algeria condemns Israeli attacks against Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli opposition slams Ben-Gyvir's storming of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa
complex
Dozens of Israeli Settlers Invade Courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israel has huge plan to expand Judaisation of Jerusalem and attract
young settlers
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OIC meeting to be held in Jeddah at Jordan, Palestine request

An extraordinary, open-ended meeting of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)'s Executive
Committee will be held next Wednesday, at the headquarters of the OIC's General Secretariat in Jeddah.
The meeting is held at the request of Jordan and Palestine, to discuss the ongoing Israeli attacks on
Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa Mosque.

Jordan News Agency 22-5-2023
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Israeli gov't accelerates efforts to Judaize Jerusalem-RCJA

The right-wing Israeli government continues its accelerated policy in relentlessly implementing the plan
to seize and Judaize Jerusalem, and eliminate its historical Arab identity, as part of its apartheid practices
against the defenseless Palestinian people since decades long, Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs
(RCJA) warned.
In a statement to "Petra" on Monday, RCJA Secretary-General, Abdullah Kanaan, said Israel's settlement
projects, evacuation of Jerusalemite neighborhoods, campaigns to storm Palestinian camps and towns,
and assassinate their residents, is reinforced by Tel Aviv's hard-line government.
In this regard, Kannan referred to the Israeli government's step to hold its meeting Sunday in tunnels of
the Islamic al-Buraq Wall, in a flagrant defiance of international legitimacy resolutions.
He said occupied Jerusalem is an exclusive Islamic site, including Al-Aqsa Mosque / Al-Qudsi Al-Sharif
and al-Buraq Wall, with its total area of 144 dunums.RCJA, within its follow up on Jerusalem's
developments, affirms that Israel commits political, economic, cultural and social crimes against the
Palestinian people and humanity as a whole, he said.
Kannan added this effort is part of Israel's dangerous agenda and strategy aimed to extend the fake Israeli
sovereignty and identity over the occupied Palestinian territories, without any regard for international
legitimacy.Based on the Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites, he
said RCJA affirms "firm" Jordanian position and its "continuous historical" efforts to defend the
Palestinians' rights , including the historic and legal right to self-determination and establishment of an
independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.
The RCJA, he said, called on the world and its legitimate organizations to immediately assume their duty
to achieve peace and security and find a solution to arrogance of Israeli parties' leaders and their defiance
of international law.Kannan said RCJA stresses need to support "unrelenting" Jordanian effort to protect
the Palestinian people.

Jordan News Agency 22-5-2023
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US 'concerned' by Ben-Gvir's storming of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa complex

'We believe this holy space should not be used for political purposes,' says State Department.

The United States expressed concern on Monday over the far-right Israeli Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir's storming of the Al-Agsa Mosque complex in East Jerusalem."We are deeply concerned by the visit
to Haram al-Sharif/Temple Mount. We believe this holy space should not be used for political purposes,"
said Matthew Miller, spokesperson for State Department, at a press briefing. Miller invited all parties to
respect the sanctity of holy spaces.On Sunday, Ben-Gvir forced his way into the Al-Agsa Mosque
complex. Once inside, he claimed Israel’s ownership of the holy site.Several countries, including the US,
Tiirkiye, France, Jordan, Qatar, and Egypt, also condemned the provocation and the minister’s
inflammatory rhetoric.Israel’s opposition leader Yair Lapid on Monday also slammed Ben-Gvir’s move,
calling him “an irresponsible and fanatical man.”For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents Islam’s third-holiest
site. Jews call the area the Temple Mount, saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient
times. Settlement projectsThe spokesman also expressed deep concern over the Israeli government's recent
decision to permit citizens to establish permanent residency in the northern West Bank."We are deeply
troubled by the Israeli government's recent order that allows citizens to establish permanent residence in
the northern West Bank, which according to Israeli law, is illegally built on private Palestinian land,"
Miller said, when asked about the continued settlement projects on the expense of the Palestinian
presence in Jerusalem.

Miller termed the Israeli government's order as "inconsistent".

Anadolu Agency 22-5-2023
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France condemns Israel’s decision to enable return to evacuated West Bank

settlement

France today condemned the Israeli occupation authorities’ decision to allow Jewish supremacist settlers
to return to an evacuated colonial settlement in the northern West Bank.The French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs condemned in a press statement that occupation authorities’ “decision to authorize the
establishment of Israeli settlers in Homesh, in the north of the occupied West Bank.”“This decision is
contrary to international law and also contravenes the commitments Israel made at the Aqaba and Sharm
el-Sheikh meetings. France calls on the Israeli Government to reverse this decision,” the Ministry
added.The Ministry expressed its concern “following the second provocative visit by the Israeli National
Security Minister [Itamar Ben-Gvir[ to Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque compound on Sunday.“France
reiterates the need to maintain the historical status quo over holy sites in Jerusalem and emphasizes the
importance of Jordan’s specific role in this regard,” it added.It called on “all those involved to refrain
from any unilateral measures or provocations that are liable to fuel tensions and violence, particularly
against civilians,” while reiterating that “there is an urgent need to restore a credible political outlook for
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of a two-State solution, the only solution which can bring
about a just and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians.”On Sunday, the Israeli parliament, the
Knesset, passed the second and third readings of a bill to allow Israeli settlers to “resettle” in four colonial
settlements in the occupied West Bank, rolling back legislation that ordered the evacuation of the colonial
outposts of Homesh, Ganim, Kadim and Sa-Nur in the occupied territories in 2005.The evacuation of the
outposts was part of the then Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s unilateral disengagement plan, which saw
Israel remove more than 9,000 settlers in 21 illegal colonial settlements in the Gaza Strip and the northern
West Bank.There are over 700,000 settlers living in colonial settlements in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem in violation of international law.

WAFA 22-5-2023

Bahrain, Mauritania condemn Israeli minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque,
stress the status quo in Jerusalem

The Kingdom of Bahrain and Mauritania today strongly condemned the storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque, the
third holiest site in Islam located in the Old City of occupied Jerusalem, by an Israel cabinet minister,
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stressing preservation of the status quo in the holy city.Fascist Israeli Minister of National Security,
Itamar Ben Gvir, stormed Al-Agsa Mosque yesterday causing widespread local, Arab and international
condemnation.“The Kingdom of Bahrain strongly condemns and denounces the Israeli Minister of
National Security and a group of extremists storming of Al-Agsa Mosque, who were under the protection
of the Israeli police, considering it a serious violation of international law and a provocation to Muslims,”
said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in a statement.It affirmed “the unequivocal position of the Kingdom
of Bahrain calling for respect for the role of the brotherly Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in caring for
sanctities and endowments in accordance with international law and the existing historical situation.”The
Ministry further stated “the need to stop repeated provocative practices and racist statements that threaten
to increase tension and hatred and undermine international efforts to advance the just and comprehensive
peace process, and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state on the 1967 borders, with East
Jerusalem as its capital, in accordance with the two-state solution, the principles of international law and
the Arab Peace Initiative.”Mauritania’s Foreign Ministry also denounced in a separate statement Ben
Gvir’s storming of Al-Agsa Mosque, describing it as a provocative and blatant violation of all
international conventions.It reiterated Mauritania’s “absolute rejection of any measures aimed at changing
the legal and historical status of the holy places,” calling on the international community “to assume its
full responsibilities to protect the Palestinian people and their property and to put an end to the repeated
Israeli violations of the holy places.”

WAFA 22-5-2023

Algeria condemns Israeli attacks against Al-Aqsa Mosque

Algeria has condemned the new Israeli incursion into the Al-Aqsa Mosque by an Israeli minister which
comes following a series of Israeli attacks on the Palestinian people.
In a press statement on Monday, Algeria labeled the Israeli raid into the Al-Agqsa Mosque as a grave
violation of international laws and conventions, reiterating its support for the Palestinian people and their
just cause.
Meanwhile, the General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned the
crime committed by the Israeli occupation forces at dawn Monday in Nablus that resulted in the
martyrdom of three resistance fighters.
The OIC stressed that this crime constitutes part of the successive Israeli crimes against the Palestinian
people, adding that such crimes must be prosecuted.
It held the Israeli government responsible for the repercussions of this crime, calling on the international
community to provide protection for the Palestinian people all over the occupied territories.

The Palestinian Information Center 22-5-2023
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Israeli opposition slams Ben-Gvir's storming of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa complex

Yair Lapid says Ben-Gvir shouldn’t have been allowed to become national security minister.

Israeli opposition leader Yair Lapid on Monday slammed far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir’s storming of Al-Agsa Mosque complex in occupied East Jerusalem.

The far-right official forced his way into the flashpoint site early Sunday under Israeli police protection,
in the second such visit since he joined the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu late last
year.

Ben-Gvir then claimed Israel's ownership of the complex in a video message from the mosque's
courtyard.

"His duty is to ease the tension, but Ben-Gvir creates provocation instead," Lapid, the head of Yesh Atid
(There is a Future) Party, told Israeli Army Radio.

Describing Ben-Gvir as Israel’s most controversial politician, Lapid, a former prime minister, said Ben-
Gvir is “an irresponsible and fanatical man" who should not have been allowed to become a national
security minister.

Ben-Gvir holds far-right views on the Palestinians and has called for their displacement. He has
repeatedly joined Israeli settlers in storming the flashpoint Al-Agsa Mosque complex in East Jerusalem.
Last November, Israeli President Isaac Herzog warned in a leaked audio that "the whole world is worried"
about Ben-Gvir’s far-right views.
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Israel has allowed settlers into the Al-Agsa complex almost on a daily basis since 2003 with the exception
of Fridays and Saturdays.

For Muslims, Al-Agsa represents Islam’s third-holiest site. Jews call the area the Temple Mount, saying it
was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It annexed
the entire city in 1980, in a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 22-5-2023
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Dozens of Israeli Settlers Invade Courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Israeli settlers invaded on Monday morning, May 22, 2023, the courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque
and performed provocative rituals under the protection of Israeli occupation forces, led by former member
of the Israeli Knesset, Yehuda Glick.

Local sources in occupied Jerusalem reported that tens of Israeli settlers broke into the courtyards of Al-
Agsa and provocatively performed Talmudic rituals from the Al-Maghareba Gate area.

Israeli colonial settlers, backed by the Israeli occupation forces, repeatedly invade Muslims’ holy places
in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem in a flagrant violation of all international conventions and laws,
guaranteeing Palestinian people’s right to worship in their sacred places.

Meanwhile, Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem continue their calls to mobilize at Al-Agsa to confront the
daily Israeli settlers’ incursions.

In April 2023, nearly 5054 Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-Agsa mosque and performed
provocative Talmudic rituals at its courtyards.

Days of Palestine 22-5-2023
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Israel has huge plan to expand Judaisation of Jerusalem and attract young
settlers

The Israeli government approved yesterday a three-year plan to Judaise more of occupied Jerusalem and
attract young illegal settlers from abroad, Israeli media have reported. The occupation government has
allocated NIS 95 million ($26m) for the scheme.

Israel Hayom said that this was agreed at a meeting held in Al-Buraq Square in Jerusalem's Old City as
part of Benjamin Netanyahu's far-right government's celebration of so-called "Jerusalem Day", which
marks the occupation of the eastern parts of the Palestinian holy city in 1967. According to the Israeli
daily, Netanyahu's plan was developed in cooperation with the Jerusalem Municipality and the support of
the Jewish Agency.

The plan, explained Israel Hayom, seeks to encourage young Jews between 18 and 35 years of age to
migrate and settle in occupied Jerusalem in a bid to outnumber the indigenous Palestinians. Hence, the
budget will go to the Ministry of Immigration, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Culture and the
Ministry of Sports in order to provide incentives for Jews to settle — illegally, according to international
law — in the occupied city.

Exhibitions will be arranged abroad, centres for new Jewish settlers in the occupied city will be created,
and there will be special programmes to give them jobs. The Ministry of Immigration and the Jerusalem
Municipality will help immigrants who settle in occupied Jerusalem to enrol on vocational training course
and obtain suitable employment licences.

"We are talking about an excellent plan that will bring young people, academics and families to the
city," Israel Hayom quoted Immigration Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata as saying. "This plan will
contribute to empowering the city in various aspects, [including] economic, Zionist and demographic."
The Mayor of the Israeli-run Municipality in Jerusalem, Moshe Leon, told the newspaper: "We are the
city that absorbs the most [Jewish] immigrants in Israel. The young olim [immigrants] are integrated into
the city and contribute in all areas." He added that he intends to invest in encouraging aliyah [migration to
Israel] and absorption in the coming years."
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Recent data from the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics shows that over 18,000 Jews have settled in
Jerusalem since 2018. More than half of them were between the ages of 18 and 35. The data also shows
that approximately 30 per cent of the settlers have left Jerusalem within the past five years.
Middle East Monitor 22-5-2023
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