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e Amnesty International : Israeli authorities use facial recognition
technology to entrench apartheid

e Hardline settlers storm Al-Aqsa under heavy police escort
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FM meets UN general assembly head over cooperation, region

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman Safadi received
President of the United Nations General Assembly Csaba Korosi on Tuesday for talks over
cooperation and regional developments.

Safadi and Korosi stressed the importance of cooperation between the Kingdom and the UN's
institutions in many developmental and humanitarian domains, particularly the efforts to provide
a decent life for refugees.

The two officials also tackled regional issues, chief of which is the Palestinian cause, as well as
efforts to reach a political solution to the Syrian crisis.

Safadi briefed Korosi on the obstacles and challenges hindering the re-launch of serious and
effective negotiations to achieve a just and lasting peace to the Palestinian cause based on the
two-state solution in accordance with international legitimacy resolutions.

He spoke about the outcomes of an Amman consultative meeting on the Syrian crisis held
yesterday, launching a new Arab-led political path to solve the crisis and address all its
humanitarian, security, and political ramifications.

Jordan News Agency 2-5-2023
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Amnesty International : Israeli authorities use facial recognition technology to
entrench apartheid

Amnesty International Tuesday maintained that the Israeli authorities are using facial recognition
technology to entrench apartheid and continued domination and oppression of Palestinians in the
occupied territories. In a report titled Automated Apartheid: How Facial Recognition Fragments,
Segregates and Controls Palestinians in the OPT, Amnesty International (Al) documents how
the occupation authorities are utilizing Artificial Intelligence-driven surveillance tools, including
the Red Wolf, the latest experimental surveillance tool deployed against Palestinians.

The organization said that “the Israeli authorities are using an experimental facial recognition
system known as Red Wolf to track Palestinians and automate harsh restrictions on their freedom
of movement, while documenting “how Red Wolf is part of an ever-growing surveillance
network which is entrenching the Israeli government’s control over Palestinians, and which helps
to maintain Israel’s system of apartheid. Red Wolf is deployed at military checkpoints in the city
of Hebron in the occupied West Bank, where it scans Palestinians’ faces and adds them to vast
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surveillance databases without their consent. Al also documented “how Israel’s use of facial
recognition technology against Palestinians in occupied East Jerusalem has increased, especially
in the wake of protests and in the areas around illegal colonial settlements. In both Hebron and
occupied East Jerusalem, facial recognition technology supports a dense network of Closed-
Circuit Television (CCTV) cameras to keep Palestinians under near-constant observation.
Automated Apartheid shows how this surveillance is part of a deliberate attempt by Israeli
authorities to create a hostile and coercive environment for Palestinians, with the aim of
minimizing their presence in strategic areas.”

“The Israeli authorities are using sophisticated surveillance tools to supercharge segregation and
automate apartheid against Palestinians. In the H2 area of Hebron, we documented how a new
facial recognition system called Red Wolf is reinforcing draconian restrictions on Palestinians’
freedom of movement, using illegitimately acquired biometric data to monitor and control
Palestinians’ movements around the city,” said Agnés Callamard, Amnesty International’s
Secretary General. “Palestinian residents of occupied East Jerusalem and Hebron told us how
omnipresent surveillance cameras have invaded their privacy, repressed activism, eroded social
life, and left them feeling constantly exposed. In addition to the constant threat of excessive
physical force and arbitrary arrest, Palestinians must now contend with the risk of being tracked
by an algorithm, or barred from entering their own neighbourhoods based on information stored
in discriminatory surveillance databases. This is the latest illustration of why facial recognition
technology, when used for surveillance, is incompatible with human rights.”

Al called on the Israeli authorities to end the mass and targeted surveillance of Palestinians and
lift the arbitrary restrictions they have imposed on Palestinians’ freedom of movement across the
OPT, as necessary steps towards dismantling apartheid. Al also called for a global ban on the
development, sale and use of facial recognition technology for surveillance purposes. The
organization has recently documented human rights risks linked to facial recognition technology
in India and the US, as part of its Ban the Scan campaign. Automated Apartheid focuses on
Hebron and East Jerusalem, the only cities in the Occupied Palestinian Territories with Israeli
colonial settlements inside their bounds. The report is based on evidence gathered during 2022
field research, including interviews with Palestinian residents; analysis of open-source material;
and testimony from current and former Israeli military personnel. This testimony was provided
by the Israeli organization Breaking the Silence, and was used to corroborate Amnesty
International’s findings on how Israel’s facial recognition systems operate.

WAFA 2-5-2023
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Hardline settlers storm Al-Aqsa under heavy police escort

Scores of Jewish extremist settlers on Tuesday stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-

Sharif compound in occupied East Jerusalem, according to an official Palestinian source.

A statement by the General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids through al-Magharebah Gate in groups under the heavy protection of

Israeli police, who restricted Muslim worshippers' access to the mosque.

"The settlers provocatively toured the Mosque’s yards and performed Talmudic rituals," it added.
Jordan News Agency 2-5-2023
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