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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.

Ggpal) AL Olgis 00+ i Lol 0g5) duSlal) Lilll &35 ggind o
FCS AN e ol adge B)Lis LSl gl e MY el Sy cdoimlaeiig

www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Israeli police close Agqsa Mosque to Muslims on 11th day of Ramadan
Despite tight Israeli restrictions, about 100,000 Palestinians pray at
Al-Agsa for 2nd Friday of Ramadan

OIC reaffirms Islamic identity of Al-Aqsa, condemns Israeli
annexation of West Bank

Israeli forces tighten restrictions checkpoints north of Jerusalem

Occupation forces detain prominent Sheikh at the gates of Al-Agsa
Mosque
Israeli forces seal off entrance of village near Jerusalem
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Israeli police close Aqsa Mosque to Muslims on 11th day of Ramadan

The Agsa Mosque was empty of Muslim worshipers after the Israeli occupation police
closed its gates and imposed strict security measures in Jerusalem on Saturday, the 11th
day of Ramadan, amid the Zio-American aggression against Iran.
Local sources reported that Israeli police forces forced Muslim worshipers to evacuate
the Mosque’s courtyards in the morning hours, closed its gates, and then set up
checkpoints around the Old City and at its entrances, preventing citizens from reaching
the holy site.
Jerusalem neighborhoods saw a heavy police deployment, with forces ramping up ID
checks on citizens, while thousands of West Bank Palestinians were barred from entering
the city amid months-long restrictions.
The closure of the Agqsa Mosque during Ramadan when tens of thousands of worshipers
gather for prayers, especially in the early days of the holy month, represents an
unprecedented escalation, infringing on Muslims’ right to worship.

The Palestinian Information Center 1-3-2026
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Despite tight Israeli restrictions, about 100,000 Palestinians pray at Al-
Agsa for 2nd Friday of Ramadan

Attendance lower than pre-war levels as security forces deploy across Jerusalem.
Approximately 100,000 Palestinians offered weekly Friday prayers in congregation at Al-
Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem for the second time during the Islamic holy month of
Ramadan, despite Israeli restrictions, according to an official.

Sheikh Azzam al-Khatib, director general of the Palestinian Ministry of Endowments and
Religious Affairs, told Anadolu that roughly 100,000 Muslims attended prayers at the Al-
Agsa compound.

An Anadolu correspondent reported a heavy deployment of Israeli police at the entrances
to Jerusalem’s Old City, in surrounding areas and alleyways, and at the outer gates of Al-
Agsa Mosque.

Muslim faithful began arriving at the mosque before dawn despite the security presence.

VY



Israeli authorities barred tens of thousands of Palestinians from the occupied West Bank
from reaching Jerusalem for prayers and imposed strict restrictions at military
checkpoints around the city.
Israeli police said they deployed thousands of officers across East Jerusalem.
The Israeli army also sent large reinforcements to West Bank checkpoints leading to
Jerusalem to further restrict access to the mosque.
Since early Friday, thousands of Palestinians gathered at the Qalandia military checkpoint
north of Jerusalem in an attempt to reach the city for prayers.
Strict procedures prevented dozens from crossing, with soldiers citing failure to meet pre-
set conditions, according to worshippers who said they were turned back despite arriving
early.
At the start of Ramadan, Israel approved a plan limiting entry to 10,000 Palestinian
Muslims for Friday prayers throughout the holy month, based on security
recommendations.
Last week, about 80,000 Palestinians performed the first Friday prayer of Ramadan at Al-
Agsa, according to the Islamic Endowments Department. Current attendance remains
lower than pre-war Ramadan Fridays, when more than 150,000 people usually attended.
Ramadan traditionally draws hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the West Bank
to Al-Agsa, filling the mosque compound and boosting commercial activity in
Jerusalem’s markets.
Since the Gaza war began on Oct. 8, 2023, and continued for two years, Israeli authorities
have imposed tight movement restrictions at military checkpoints leading to Jerusalem.
Over the past two years, Israel has allowed only limited numbers of Palestinians to enter
the city after obtaining army-issued permits, which many say are difficult to secure.
Palestinians view East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state, while Israel considers
the city, including both its eastern and western sectors, as its capital.

Anadolu Agency 27-2-2026
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OIC reaffirms Islamic identity of Al-Aqsa, condemns Israeli annexation
of West Bank

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), during an extraordinary meeting of its
Executive Committee at the level of foreign ministers held in Jeddah, reaffirmed that Al-
Agsa Mosque, in its entirety of 144,000 square meters, is an exclusively Muslim place of
worship, within the framework of the Hashemite custodianship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites.

In its final communiqué on Thursday evening, the conferees strongly rejected Israeli
efforts to expand settlements, impose annexation and assert “so-called Israeli
sovereignty” over the occupied West Bank, including occupied Jerusalem.

Participants condemned all Israeli measures aimed at altering the legal and historical
status of the occupied Palestinian territory, describing them as null and void, in violation
of international law, and constituting war crimes that threaten regional and international
peace and security.

The OIC also denounced recent remarks by US Ambassador to Isracl Mike Huckabee and
the US embassy’s decision to provide consular services to Israeli settlers in West Bank
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settlements, saying such steps encourage illegal control over Palestinian land and violate

international law, including the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.

Reaffirming the centrality of the Palestinian cause and Jerusalem to the Islamic world, the

meeting stressed its commitment to the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,

including self-determination, the right of return, and the establishment of an independent

Palestinian state on the June 4, 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The OIC called for moving to the second phase of the ceasefire plan in Gaza Strip,

achieving a comprehensive and lasting ceasefire, ensuring full Israeli withdrawal, and

facilitating unrestricted humanitarian aid into the enclave.

It also expressed support for Palestine’s role in recovery and reconstruction, emphasizing

the unity of Gaza and the West Bank, including Jerusalem, as a single, indivisible

geopolitical entity.

The conferees pledged to pursue political and legal measures to confront Israeli policies,

including recourse to the UN Security Council, General Assembly and international

courts, and urged the international community to compel Israel to end its occupation and

consider concrete punitive steps, including reviewing relations.

It further called for international protection for the Palestinian people and reaffirmed

support for holding Israel accountable, while condemning Israeli measures targeting

UNRWA and urging continued political, legal and financial backing for the UN agency.
The Palestinian Information Center 27-2-2026
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Israeli forces tighten restrictions checkpoints north of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces on Saturday reinforced military restrictions at Jaba checkpoint
and closed the entrance to Al-Ram, north of occupied Jerusalem.
WAFA correspondents reported that the Jaba military checkpoint was blocked with a
steel gate, blocking vehicle movement in both directions.
The entrance to the nearby town of Al-Ram was also closed with a metal barrier, severely
restricting Palestinian movement and causing major traffic congestion.

WAFA 28-2-2026
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Occupation forces detain prominent Sheikh at the gates of Al-Agsa
Mosque

Israeli occupation forces detained Sheikh Rani Abu Sbeih on Friday evening at the gates
of the Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the occupation forces detained Sheikh Abu
Sbeih at one of the mosque’s gates and took him to an interrogation center in the Bab al-
Khalil area of occupied Jerusalem.

Since the morning, the city of occupied Jerusalem has witnessed an unprecedented
escalation in Israeli occupation measures, coinciding with the second Friday of the holy
month of Ramadan. Israeli forces intensified their presence around Al-Agsa Mosque,
deploying metal barriers at its main entrances and throughout the streets of the Old City.
The Jerusalem Governorate stated in a statement that the occupation forces tightened
restrictions on visitors from the West Bank through the Qalandia checkpoint in the north
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and Bethlehem in the south, preventing hundreds, particularly the elderly, from entering.
Despite these restrictions, approximately 100,000 worshippers performed Friday prayers
at Al-Agsa Mosque.
The governorate added that the occupation continued to target Al-Aqsa worshippers,
issuing over 280 banning orders from the mosque. Those expelled were forced to perform
Friday prayers in the Bab al-Rahma Cemetery adjacent to the mosque, where the
occupation forces reportedly trampled graves and erected tents.
The occupation forces also continued to detain citizens from within the mosque
courtyards, especially during the evening and the Ramadan Taraweeh prayers, holding
several young men for field inspections, while enforcing measures that prevent the
delivery of Iftar and Suhoor meals, disrupt the operation of the medical clinic, and
prohibit the erection of canopies for worshippers.
The Governorate stated that these measures also target journalists in occupied Jerusalem,
through detentions, summonses, interrogations, and restrictions on press freedom,
including expulsion from Al-Agsa Mosque and the prevention of field coverage of
violations, in a clear attempt to conceal the reality of these restrictions from public view.
The statement emphasized that these policies coincide with measures aimed at altering
the historical and legal status of Al-Agsa Mosque by imposing police control over its
internal administration and undermining the role of the Islamic Waqf Directorate,
constituting a direct assault on both religious freedom and the legal standing of Islamic
holy sites in Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed that Al-Aqsa Mosque is an exclusive right of
Muslims and rejects any interference with the Wagqf Directorate or religious freedom,
holding the occupation authorities fully responsible for the consequences of this
escalation, and calling on the international community to assume its legal and moral
responsibilities regarding the situation in occupied Jerusalem.

WAFA 27-2-2026
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Israeli forces seal off entrance of village near Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces on Thursday sealed off the entrance of Mikhmas village,
northeast of the occupied West Bank city of Jerusalem, according to the Jerusalem
Governorate.

It said that the occupying forces closed the metal gate at the entrance of the
village, obstructing Palestinians’ movement.

Meanwhile, Israeli colonists attacked Palestinian-licensed vehicles near the village
entrance. Neither injuries nor damage were reported, though.

The occupation forces have been tightening military measures across the occupied
West Bank since hours after the release of the first batch of Palestinian prisoners
as part of the Gaza ceasefire went into effect in January 2025, dismembering and
isolating cities and governorates from one another using military gates, barriers,
and concrete blocks.

They have severely restricted Palestinians’ freedom of movement within the
occupied West Bank through a complex combination of approximately 898 fixed
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and flying checkpoints and gates, including 18 gates that have been installed since
the start of 2025 and 146 others installed in the aftermath of October 7, 2023,
settler-only roads, over 200 military bases, and various other physical
obstructions.
The Israeli military measures are in parallel with ongoing attacks by Israeli
colonists across the West Bank to terrorize Palestinians and displace them from
their lands to seize them and build illegal Jewish colonies that separate Palestinian
communities.
Closures besides other measures, taken under the guise of security, are intended to
entrench Israel’s 59-year-old military occupation of the West Bank and its settler
colonial project which it enforces with routine and frequently deadly violence
against Palestinians.

WAFA 26-2-2026
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It is the mosque crowned with a
magnificent lead-covered dome, located
to the south of the blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque, facing the Qibla. It serves as
the main prayer hall where the imam

delivers the Friday sermon. The
structure consists of seven arcades,
measuring approximately 80 meters in
length and 55 meters in width, with a
total area of about four dunams. Today,
it can accommodate around 5,500
worshippers.
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