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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

Wb (68N by il 781 ol CollamDle S o)l 95— dSholl Dicmlll i o
MR e cnedl Lalll Olgis e
o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King receives Poland defence minister
King receives France president’s Middle East, North Africa adviser

Foreign minister meets with ICRC president

Jerusalem Governorate warns: “Shami Neighborhood” plan targets
Bedouin displacement for E1 project

Israeli police disperse protest in Jerusalem for demonstrating against
Palestinian prisoner execution law

Israeli forces shoot a Palestinian In Qalandia

International pressure grows over Al-Aqsa closure as global campaign
is launched
Israel maintains Agsa closure ahead of Passover

Israeli forces and colonists forcibly expel Bedouin community near
Jerusalem
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King receives Poland defence minister

His Majesty King Abdullah II on Tuesday received Poland Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of National Defence W?adys?aw Kosiniak-Kamysz, according to a royal court
statement.
During the meeting, held at Al Husseiniya Palace and attended by His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, His Majesty emphasised the need to restore
comprehensive calm in the Middle East through dialogue and diplomacy.
The meeting also touched on the importance of strengthening cooperation between
Jordan and Poland across various fields, particularly in the areas of military and security
cooperation.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti, Director of the Office of His Majesty Alaa Batayneh,
and the accompanying Polish delegation attended the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 31-3-2026
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King receives France president’s Middle East, North Africa adviser

His Majesty King Abdullah II on Tuesday received Dora Cattuti, the Middle East and
North Africa adviser to France President Emmanuel Macron, according to a royal court
statement.
During a meeting at Al Husseiniya Palace, attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, His Majesty reiterated the need to put an end to Iran’s attacks
on Jordan and other Arab countries, and to reach an agreement that would stop the
escalation.
The King called for putting an end to the Israeli aggression against Lebanon, and
preventing the exploitation of the current regional situation as a pretext to create new
facts on the ground in Jerusalem, the West Bank, and Gaza.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Alaa Batayneh, and France’s Ambassador to Jordan Franck Gellet attended the
meeting.

Jordan News Agency 31-3-2026
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Foreign minister meets with ICRC president

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman Safadi met on Tuesday with President
of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) Mirjana Spoljaric Egger.
The meeting focused on enhancing cooperation and coordination between Jordan and the
ICRC and preparations for a high-level conference on humanitarian action in conflict that
Jordan is set to host in the last quarter of 2026.
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The conference follows the launch in 2024 of the Global Initiative to Strengthen Political
Commitment to International Humanitarian Law by Jordan, Brazil, South Africa, China,
France and Kazakhstan in partnership with the ICRC.
The two sides discussed the repercussions of the ongoing regional escalation and efforts
to contain it, along with developments in the occupied Palestinian territories.
Safadi called for upholding the ceasefire in Gaza and ensuring the sustained and
unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid to address the worsening humanitarian situation
in the Strip.
He called for an end to illegal Israeli measures in the occupied West Bank, describing
them as violations of international law. He warned against continued restrictions on
freedom of worship for Muslims and Christians in occupied Jerusalem.

Jordan News Agency 31-3-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate warns: “Shami Neighborhood” plan targets
Bedouin displacement for E1 project

The Jerusalem Governorate has warned of the dangers of the Israeli settlement plan No.
(1627/7), known as “Shami Neighborhood,” describing it as an advanced tool to re-
engineer the Bedouin presence in the Jerusalem periphery. The plan falls within ongoing
Israeli policies aimed at reshaping the geographic and demographic reality east of
occupied Jerusalem in favor of expansive settlement projects.

In a statement, the Governorate affirmed that Israeli occupation authorities deposited the
plan on March 25, 2026, through the so-called Subcommittee for Planning and Licensing
in the “Civil Administration.” The plan targets lands belonging to the town of Abu Dis
within Basin No. (4), specifically in the areas of Dahr al-Raghabneh, Manazel Ali, Batin
Bishara, Umm al-Shakhalib, and Dahr al-Qararit, covering an estimated area of 169.9
dunams.

The Governorate clarified that the plan aims to transform land use from agricultural and
open spaces into a high-density urban residential neighborhood classified as “Residential
B,” allocating approximately 79 dunams for housing and more than 35 dunams for roads.
It also imposes a density of up to 12 housing units per dunam, with buildings reaching up
to six stories.

The Governorate further noted that the plan directly targets several Bedouin
communities, most notably the Khan al-Ahmar area, Abu Nuwar, and Arab al-Jahalin, in
addition to Wadi Jmal, Jabal al-Baba, Wadi Snaysel, and Bir al-Maskoub (1 and 2). The
plan seeks to forcibly transfer these communities from their open pastoral environment
into a closed urban setting, leading to the dismantling of their social structure and the
destruction of their livestock-based economy.

The Governorate stressed that this plan represents a direct and updated continuation of
forced displacement policies that began in 1997, when groups from the Jahalin Bedouins
were relocated to the outskirts of al-Eiza Riya to make way for settlement expansion,
emphasizing that the occupation is now reproducing the same policies.

It also rejected Israeli claims of “consent” by representatives of the Bedouin
communities, affirming that such claims lack credibility in the absence of free, prior, and
informed consent, and in light of ongoing pressure and violations against these
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communities, which have repeatedly expressed their categorical rejection of any
relocation or resettlement plans.
The Governorate highlighted that the plan is intrinsically linked to the E1 project, which
aims to connect the settlement of Ma'ale Adumim to Jerusalem, thereby separating the
northern and southern West Bank and undermining the possibility of a geographically
contiguous Palestinian state. It noted that the Bedouin presence constitutes a spatial
obstacle to this project, explaining the targeting of these communities through
dismantlement and removal policies.
The statement affirmed that the plan constitutes a grave breach of international
humanitarian law, particularly the absolute prohibition of the forcible transfer of
protected persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention, as well as violations of the right
to adequate housing and livelihood, and the prohibition of settlement activity in occupied
territories.
The Governorate added that opening a 62-day objection period does not alter the coercive
nature of the plan, given the absence of procedural justice and the imposition of complex
restrictions that hinder Palestinians’ ability to effectively object.
Finally, the Jerusalem Governorate called on the international community to assume its
legal and humanitarian responsibilities and take urgent action to halt the implementation
of this plan, hold Israeli authorities accountable for policies of forced displacement, and
support the resilience of targeted Bedouin communities while strengthening their
presence on their lands as a first line of defense against displacement and colonization
policies.

WAFA 31-3-2026
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Israeli police disperse protest in Jerusalem for demonstrating against
Palestinian prisoner execution law

Demonstrators rally outside parliament against measure targeting Palestinian detainees as
police make arrests.

Israeli police forcibly dispersed a protest Tuesday outside the Knesset in West Jerusalem
for demonstrating against the passage of a law allowing the execution of Palestinian
prisoners, according to Israeli sources.

Police said two people were arrested as officers cleared demonstrators from outside the
parliament building.

Hundreds took part in the protest, according to Israel’s public broadcaster KAN.

Video published by the outlet showed police using foul-smelling water to disperse
protesters.

The Knesset passed the law Monday in a 62-48 vote. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu voted in support.

The law mandates executions by hanging to be carried out by prison guards appointed by
the Israeli Prison Service, while granting those involved anonymity and legal immunity.
It also requires transferring those sentenced to death to special detention facilities and
restricting visits to authorized parties, with lawyer meetings limited to video
communication.
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The legislation has sparked outrage. About 1,200 Israeli figures, including Nobel
laureates, former military officials and former Supreme Court judges, voiced strong
opposition in February, calling it a “moral stain.”
More than 9,500 Palestinians are held in Israeli prisons, including 350 children and 73
women. Palestinian and Israeli human rights groups have said detainees face torture,
starvation and medical neglect, leading to dozens of deaths.
Since October 2023, Israel has intensified measures against Palestinian prisoners
alongside its war in the Gaza Strip, which it is conducting with US support. The conflict
has killed more than 72,000 people and wounded 172,000, most of them women and
children.

Andolu Agency 31-3-2026
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Israeli forces shoot a Palestinian In Qalandia

Israeli forces raided the Qalandia refugee camp, north of Jerusalem in the occupied West
Bank, late Tuesday, sparking protests during which an 18-year-old Palestinian was shot,
according to the Palestinian Red Crescent Society.
Witnesses and local media reported that several Israeli military vehicles entered the camp
before soldiers fired live ammunition and tear-gas canisters.
The PRCS said the teen was shot in the leg and was treated by its medics at the scene
before being transferred to a hospital.
Earlier, soldiers closed the Qalandia checkpoint to traffic, blocking movement between
northern Jerusalem and the surrounding areas.
In related news, the soldiers invaded Beita town, south of the northern West Bank city of
Nablus, fired several gas bombs before stopping and searching many cars and
interrogating scores of Palestinians while inspecting their ID cards.

International Middle East Media Center 1-4-2026
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International pressure grows over Al-Aqgsa closure as global campaign
is launched

Arab and Muslim foreign ministers have strongly condemned Israeli restrictions on
freedom of worship in Jerusalem, denouncing the continued closure of Al-Agsa Mosque
and limitations imposed on access to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.

In a joint statement, ministers from countries including Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Tiirkiye,
Egypt, Qatar, the UAE, Indonesia, and Pakistan described the measures as a clear
violation of international law and the historic status quo of Islamic and Christian holy
sites.

They stressed that Israel, as an occupying power, holds no sovereignty over Jerusalem
and must ensure unrestricted access to places of worship.

The statement highlighted that Al-Agsa has remained closed to worshipers for over a
month, including during Ramadan, warning that such actions could further destabilize the
region.
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At the same time, Arab and Islamic organizations announced the launch of an

international campaign titled “Al-Agsa is calling for help,” aimed at mobilizing global

support against the Mosque’s closure and ongoing violations.

The campaign, set to run from April 1 to April 9, will include coordinated international

activities, with a central event planned in Istanbul. Organizers say it seeks to raise

awareness, support Palestinians in Jerusalem, and increase international pressure to halt

violations at the site.

The initiative comes amid continued restrictions on access to Jerusalem’s Old City,

where many Palestinians have been forced to pray in the streets due to tightened security

measures.

Activists also warn of growing calls by extremist groups to carry out religious rituals

inside Al-Agsa during the upcoming Passover period, raising fears of further escalation.
The Palestinian Information Center 31-3-2026
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Israel maintains Aqsa closure ahead of Passover

In a context that goes beyond security concerns to reshape the religious and political
reality in Occupied Jerusalem, Israeli authorities have continued to close Agsa Mosque
for the 32nd consecutive day, preventing worshipers from accessing the site.

This prolonged closure, the longest in decades, has been accompanied by strict isolation
measures imposed on the Old City ahead of the Jewish holiday of Passover. The holiday
is a key moment for extremist religious groups seeking to impose new realities at Aqgsa
Mosque.

The closure comes amid heavy deployment of Israeli forces and the establishment of
military checkpoints restricting Palestinians’ entry into the Old City, allowing only
residents to pass. This move deepens the policy of spatial and religious segregation in
Occupied Jerusalem.

As preparations for Passover intensify, Israeli settlers performed Talmudic rituals inside
the Bab al-Rahma cemetery, adjacent to Agsa, under tight Israeli security protection. At
the same time, calls from Temple-affiliated groups are growing for large-scale incursions
into the Mosque compound during the holiday, which runs from April 2 to April 9.
Passover is one of the most significant Jewish religious holidays, commemorating the
biblical Exodus from Egypt. It is traditionally associated with the “Passover sacrifice,” a
ritual said to have been performed in the ancient Temple, according to religious
narratives. This has driven Temple groups to intensify efforts to revive such rituals within
the Agsa Mosque.

In recent years, this issue has become a major flashpoint, as these groups attempt to bring
animal sacrifices into the Mosque compound and slaughter them there, a move paving the
way for the temporal and spatial division of the site, similar to what occurred at the
Ibrahimi Mosque in al-Khalil.

These organizations have also offered financial incentives to settlers who succeed in
performing such rituals, aiming to pressure Israeli police to alter current arrangements
and permit open Talmudic practices in the compound.

In parallel, discourse surrounding the “Red Heifers”, a biblical concept used to justify
purification rituals linked to rebuilding the Temple, has gained traction. Extremist
religious groups promote the breeding of “pure red cows” for use in such rites, a
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prerequisite, in their view, for constructing the Temple. Recent months have seen
increased attention to importing and raising such cattle under strict religious criteria.
These developments intersect with broader on-the-ground moves, including plans to
allow rabbis to hold group prayers at the Western Wall plaza during the holiday under
regulated conditions, reflecting efforts to expand organized Jewish religious presence
around Agsa.
Meanwhile, Israeli authorities continue to enforce a full closure of Agsa Mosque,
preventing prayers there for a second consecutive month. The restrictions have also
extended to Christian holy sites, with the Church of the Holy Sepulcher remaining closed
to worshippers and visitors, highlighting a broader policy aimed at reshaping the religious
landscape of the city.
Israeli police have informed the Islamic Waqf of their decision to extend the closure of
Agsa until mid-April. Jerusalem-based institutions, including the International Jerusalem
Foundation, view this as part of a gradual process to impose Israeli sovereignty over the
Mosque and place it under direct security control.
This escalation carries added significance as it coincides with ongoing regional tensions.
Palestinians were largely prevented from praying at Agsa throughout Ramadan, including
during Eid al-Fitr prayers, an unprecedented development reflecting the scale of
transformation underway in the city.
On Monday evening, Israeli settlers stormed Bab al-Rahma cemetery in Occupied
Jerusalem and performed Talmudic rituals under the protection of Israeli forces in a new
escalation targeting Islamic holy sites.
According to the Jerusalem Governorate, a group of settlers entered the cemetery and
carried out religious rituals amid heavy security measures.
The governorate noted that Bab al-Rahma cemetery has been subjected to repeated
attacks by settlers as part of ongoing efforts to seize control and impose new realities on
the ground. It also pointed to excavation works carried out by Israeli authorities in
preparation for Judaization projects, including plans to establish a cable car station near
the Old City.
Bab al-Rahma cemetery is one of the most prominent Islamic cemeteries in Occupied
Jerusalem, covering approximately 23 dunums. It contains the graves of several
companions of the Prophet, including Ubadah ibn al-Samit and Shaddad ibn Aws, as well
as fighters who participated in the city’s conquest during the early Islamic and Ayyubid
periods.
In this context, Israeli authorities are also moving forward with plans to convert parts of
the cemetery into a “biblical park,” as part of broader efforts to alter the city’s historical
and religious character.

The Palestinian Information Center 31-3-2026
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Israeli forces and colonists forcibly expel Bedouin community near
Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces, accompanied by colonist, on Tuesday stormed the Bedouin
community of Khirbet al-Sidra near the village of Mikhmas, northeast of occupied
Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that Israeli troops informed residents that the area
had been declared a "closed military zone" and completely prohibited their presence, in
an escalation aimed at emptying the community of its inhabitants.
Israeli army forcibly evicted 16 Bedouin families who had lived in the community for
approximately 25 years, in flagrant violation of their right to housing and stability.
In recent weeks, Israeli forces had blocked the roads leading to the community using
concrete blocks, completely preventing access, in an attempt to impose a new reality on
the ground and restrict the movement of residents. The measures reflect an ongoing
policy of harassment and forced displacement against the community's residents.

WAFA 31-3-2026
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