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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Jordan condemns storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli minister
135 international organizations urge Honduras to relocate its embassy from Jerusalem
Guterres warns he may take Israel to world court over UNRWA
Ben-Gvir storms Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque again amid growing Israeli violations
Israel moves to cut power, water to UNRWA buildings, Jerusalem governorate says

Urgent call to safeguard the right to education in Jerusalem - Ministry of Education and
Higher Education
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Jordan condemns storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque by Israeli minister
Jordan Tuesday condemned the storming of Al-Agsa Mosque by Israeli National
Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, under the protection of Israeli occupation
police.

Ministry of Foreign and Expatriates Affairs spokesperson Fouad Majali described
the storming as a "blatant" violation of the legal and historical status quo at the
Haram al-Sharif, a desecration of its sanctity, and a dangerous escalation and
unacceptable provocation.

Majali stressed that Israel has no sovereignty over occupied Jerusalem or its
Islamic and Christian holy sites.
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He said the Kingdom rejects and condemns the continued incursions by the
extremist minister, as well as the facilitation of these repeated violations by the
Israeli occupation police.
He said the actions are provocative and inflammatory and aim to impose a new
reality at Al-Agsa Mosque by attempting to divide it temporally and spatially.
Majali warned of the grave consequences of these ongoing provocative violations
against Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem and called on Israel
to immediately halt all violations.
He said Israel's violations reflect the extremist Israeli government's policy of
escalating dangerous and unilateral measures in the occupied West Bank and of
violating the sanctity of holy sites in occupied Jerusalem.
He reiterated that the Al-Agsa Mosque, in its entirety spanning 144 dunams, is a
place of worship exclusively for Muslims, and that the Jerusalem Waqf and Al-
Agsa Mosque Affairs Department, of the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic
Affairs and Holy Places, is the sole legal authority responsible for administering
the mosque's affairs and regulating access to it.

Jordan News Agency 13-1-2026
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135 international organizations urge Honduras to relocate its embassy
from Jerusalem

A total of 135 international organizations, including human rights groups,
women’s and labor organizations, and civil society bodies from various countries,
have urged Honduran President Iris Sarmiento to relocate her country’s embassy
from occupied Jerusalem, in line with international law and United Nations
resolutions.
In their letter, the signatory organizations stressed that the status of Jerusalem is a
final-status issue, and that any unilateral measures, including the transfer or
relocation of embassies to the city, constitute a violation of international law and
of UN Security Council and General Assembly resolutions calling on states to
refrain from altering the city’s legal and political status.
The letter underscored that maintaining Honduras’s embassy in Jerusalem
contradicts the country’s declared foreign policy, which is based on respect for
international law, multilateralism, and the peaceful resolution of conflicts.
It further affirmed that taking such a decision at the present stage would represent
a positive and meaningful step, reflecting the Honduran government’s
commitment to the principles it consistently upholds in international forums, while
calling for an official response from the presidency on the matter.
The delivery of the letter followed the launch of an international campaign aimed
at pressing for the official relocation of Honduras’s embassy outside Jerusalem.
According to the campaign coordinator, the initiative represents an urgent demand
in defense of international law and historical obligations toward the Palestinian
cause, warning that the continued presence of the embassy in Jerusalem

14



contradicts the foreign policy principles repeatedly expressed by the Honduran
president.
WAFA 13-1-2026
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Guterres warns he may take Israel to world court over UNRWA
UN chief Guterres warns Israel over laws targeting UNRWA and seized assets,
Israel dismisses UN letter, accuses UNRWA of terrorism involvement.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has warned Israel in a letter that he could
refer the country to the International Court of Justice if it does not repeal laws
targeting the UN Palestinian refugee agency UNRWA and return seized assets and
property.
In a January 8 letter to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Guterres said
the United Nations cannot remain indifferent to "actions taken by Israel, which are
in direct contravention of the obligations of Israel under international law. They
must be reversed without delay."
Israel's parliament passed a law in October 2024 banning the agency from
operating in the country and prohibiting officials from having contact with the
agency. It then amended that law last month to ban electricity or water to
UNRWA facilities.
Israeli authorities also seized UNRWA's East Jerusalem offices last month. The
UN considers East Jerusalem occupied by Israel. Israel considers all of Jerusalem
to be part of the country.
Israel's UN Ambassador Danny Danon on Tuesday dismissed Guterres' letter to
Netanyahu.
"We are not fazed by the Secretary-General's threats," Danon said. "Instead of
dealing with the undeniable involvement of UNRWA personnel in terrorism, the
Secretary-General chooses to threaten Israel. This is not defending international
law; this 1s defending an organisation marred by terrorism."
Israel has long been critical of UNRWA, which was created by the General
Assembly in 1949 following the war surrounding the founding of Israel. It
provides aid, health and education to millions of Palestinians in Gaza, the
occupied West Bank, Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.
Top UN officials and the UN Security Council have described UNRWA as the
backbone of the aid response in Gaza, where Israel’s two-year war unleashed a
humanitarian catastrophe.
The United Nations' top legal body, the International Court of Justice, in October
gave an advisory opinion saying Israel is under the obligation to ensure the basic
needs of the civilian population in Gaza are met.
The ICJ opinion was requested by the 193-member UN General Assembly.
Advisory opinions of the ICJ, also known as the World Court, carry legal and
political weight, but they are not binding, and the court has no enforcement power.

TRT World 14-1-2026



Ben-Gyvir storms Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque again amid growing
Israeli violations

Tuesday’s incursion marks Ben-Gvir’s first entry into Al-Agsa Mosque compound
in 2026.
Far-right Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir on Tuesday stormed
East Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque compound once again under heavy police
protection, a Palestinian agency said.
In a brief statement, the Islamic Endowments Directorate in Jerusalem said Ben-
Gvir entered the mosque compound in the afternoon accompanied by Israeli police
forces.
Such incursions by Ben-Gvir are typically carried out without prior public
announcement. Israeli ministers are only permitted to enter the Al-Agsa compound
with advance approval from the office of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Since assuming office in early 2023, Ben-Gvir has stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque
around 14 times. Tuesday’s incursion marks his first entry into the compound in
2026.
The extremist minister has continued these provocations despite repeated Arab,
Islamic and international condemnations.
Since 2003, Israeli police have allowed illegal Israeli settlers to storm the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound.
The Islamic Endowments Directorate in Jerusalem has repeatedly condemned
these incursions and called for their immediate halt, without response from Israeli
authorities.
According to a report by the Palestinian Ministry of Endowments and Religious
Affairs, illegal Israeli settlers carried out 280 incursions into the Al-Agsa
compound during 2025 alone.
A senior official at the Islamic Endowments Directorate, speaking to Anadolu on
condition of anonymity, said more than 65,364 extremist settlers stormed the
flashpoint site last year.
The report documented a sharp escalation in Israeli violations against Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem and the occupied West Bank.
It noted that Al-Agsa incursions were accompanied by the open performance of
Talmudic rituals inside the compound, including full prostration, blowing of
horns, wearing prayer garments, and organized group prayers at specific times and
locations, in what it described as a clear attempt to impose temporal and spatial
division at the mosque.
The ministry said these incursions were carried out under the supervision and
protection of Israeli police, who routinely prevent Al-Aqgsa guards affiliated with
the Islamic Endowments Directorate from performing their duties inside the
courtyards.
Palestinians say Israel is intensifying efforts to Judaize occupied East Jerusalem,
including the Al-Agsa Mosque, and erase its Arab and Islamic identity.
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The ministry also documented attacks by extremist Jewish groups against
Christian pilgrims, including spitting, harassment and obstruction of access to the
Church of the Nativity and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre during religious
holidays.
Al-Agsa Mosque is the world's third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area
Temple Mount, claiming it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-
Israeli War. It annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the
international community.
In a landmark opinion issued in July 2024, the International Court of Justice
declared Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territory illegal and called for the
evacuation of all settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Anadolu Agency 13-1-2026
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Israel moves to cut power, water to UNRWA buildings, Jerusalem
governorate says

Israeli authorities issue notices to disconnect utilities from UN refugee agency’s
facilities in occupied East Jerusalem.
Israeli authorities began practical steps on Tuesday to enforce a law ordering the
cutoff of electricity and water to buildings operated by the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) in occupied East Jerusalem, Palestinian authorities
said.
In a statement, the Jerusalem Governorate said Israeli authorities started sending
formal notices ahead of implementation, denouncing the move as “a new
escalation” targeting the UNRWA presence and institutions in the city.
The Israeli electricity company delivered notices to disconnect power to UNRWA
buildings located inside the separation barrier, with implementation set to begin
after 15 days, the statement said.
The action is based on a law approved by the Knesset on Dec. 31, 2025.
The Israeli water company Gihon also sent separate notices to halt water supplies
to properties used by the UN agency in occupied East Jerusalem, the statement
said.
A preliminary assessment showed the measures affect 10 UNRWA buildings,
including schools, clinics, training centers and administrative offices. Among them
is the agency’s main office in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood, the governorate
said.
It warned that enforcing the Israeli measures would have serious repercussions for
educational, health and relief services provided to Palestinian refugees in East
Jerusalem.
Israel’s parliament gave final approval to the law last month during its second and
third readings, passing it by a vote of 59-7.
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UNRWA says that 48,000 children attend its schools across the occupied West
Bank.
Israel has previously taken similar steps against the UNRWA.
In 2024, the Knesset passed legislation banning the UN agency’s activities in
Israel, citing allegations that some UNRWA employees were involved in the Oct.
7, 2023, events, claims the agency has denied.
The UN has said UNRWA adheres to strict neutrality standards.
UNRWA was established by the UN General Assembly more than 70 years ago to
assist Palestinians who were forcibly displaced from their land.

Anadolu Agency 13-1-2026
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Urgent call to safeguard the right to education in Jerusalem - Ministry

of Education and Higher Education

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education said it is following up with deep
concern the announcement by the General Secretariat of Christian Educational
Institutions in Jerusalem stating their inability to resume classes for the second semester,
which was scheduled to begin on Saturday, January 10, due to arbitrary Israeli measures.
This announcement follows the recent suspension by the Israeli occupation authorities of
entry permits for a number of teachers from the West Bank, along with restricting the
permits of others to certain days each week.
In a statement, the ministry said, “These measures form an integral part of targeting the
Palestinian education system in Jerusalem, attempting to undermine the Palestinian
identity, confiscate the right to education and obstruct the right to freedom of movement,
all of which contravene international laws and conventions.”
The Ministry stressed that obtaining full, unrestricted permits is a fundamental right that
cannot be compromised or tampered with, noting that these new measures negatively
affect hundreds of teachers and staff members.
The Ministry urged the international community, human rights organizations and UN
agencies to exert every effort possible to enable teachers to exercise their right to freedom
of movement, thereby allowing them to fulfil the students’ right to education.
“We call on you to raise this issue in diplomatic and human rights forums, stressing the
fact that these institutions’ history spans centuries, and have faced numerous challenges
and difficulties and witnessed the rise and fall of many states and governments.
Throughout their long history, these institutions have not been merely places of learning,
but key contributors to the shaping of national, cultural, and educational identity.
Attracting students from diverse religious backgrounds, they have provided, and continue
to provide, a strong education and a distinctive formative experience in pedagogical,
educational, and social fields, preserving language and heritage, upholding shared values,
and embodying the principles of coexistence and human values.”
“Uphold the right of Jerusalem students to education, and the right of their teachers to
freedom of movement,” urged the ministry.

WAFA 13-1-2026
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