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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

Wb (68N by il 781 ol CollamDle S o)l 95— dSholl Dicmlll i o
MR e cnedl Lalll Olgis e
o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King receives Evangelical Lutheran Church delegation 22
RCJA praises UN chief's threat to refer Israel to int'l court over 22
UNRWA

Senate President meets Egyptian, Azerbaijani ambassadors, discusses 23
regional developments

UNRWA warns against Israeli moves to undermine its operations in 24
occupied Jerusalem

Arab League condemns storming of Al Aqsa Mosque by Israeli 24
Minister, 270 settlers

Army Continues Extensive Invasions in Shu’fat, Anata 25
Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque 25
Israeli forces storm East Jerusalem town of Silwan 26
Israeli forces take measurements of homes in Silwan 26
Presidential Committee condemns Israeli restrictions on West Bank 27

teachers to Jerusalem
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King receives Evangelical Lutheran Church delegation

His Majesty King Abdullah II received on Wednesday a delegation from the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, headed by Bishop Imad Haddad, the newly elected head of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, according to a royal court statement.
During the meeting, held at Al Husseiniya Palace and attended by His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, His Majesty affirmed Jordan’s continued support for the
Christian presence in Jerusalem, based on the Hashemite Custodianship of Muslim and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem.
According to the statement, the King stressed that Israeli attacks on Christians’ right to worship
and freedom of access to holy sites are unacceptable.
His Majesty commended the role of Lutheran churches in promoting values of justice and
stability and defending the oppressed through their widespread presence and extensive network of
relationships.
For his part, Bishop Imad Haddad affirmed the Evangelical Lutheran Church’s continued support
for the Hashemite Custodianship of Muslim and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, noting that this
relationship began when the church was recognised by the late King Hussein in 1959, and was
renewed by Bishop Munib Younan in 2013, according to the statement.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church delegation, comprising bishops from Jerusalem, the United
States, Canada, Germany, Norway, Denmark, as well as the president of the Lutheran World
Federation, praised the King’s role in supporting interfaith dialogue and protecting the Christian
presence in Palestine, Jordan, and the region.
The delegation said Evangelical Lutheran churches are making significant efforts to counter the
Christian Zionist movement and attempts to politicise religion, and expressed condemnation of
the war on Gaza and attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank.
His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, His Majesty’s chief adviser for religious and
cultural affairs and personal envoy, and Director of the Office of His Majesty Alaa Batayneh
attended the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 14-1-2026
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RCJA praises UN chief's threat to refer Israel to int'l court over UNRWA

Secretary-General of the Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs (RCJA), Abdullah Kanaan,
stated UN Secretary-General Ant?nio Guterres' threat to refer Israel to the International Court of
Justice over its escalating actions against the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) represents a "genuine awakening of international legitimacy".
Kanaan added that this stance is also "a victory for the rights of the Palestinian people in facing
Israeli policies of injustice and oppression."

In a statement to "Petra", Kanaan added that the Israeli occupation has waged an open war on
UNRWA, mainly destruction, confiscation, and closure of its facilities in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank, as well as enacting racist and apartheid-like legislation.

The key instance was the legislation issued in October 2014, which prohibited the agency's
operations in the occupied Palestinian territories, before it was amended last month to include a
ban on supplying UNRWA facilities with electricity and water, he pointed out.

Kanaan noted these measures are part of a systematic Israeli approach based on annexation,
Judaization, and ethnic cleansing, targeting the refugee issue within a plan to displace the
Palestinian people from their land and undermine the two-state solution.
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On their goal, he said the danger of these policies threaten Palestinian rights and become a direct
assault on international legitimacy, its institutions, and laws, in blatant defiance of international
obligations.
He noted the escalating international positions and statements condemning the Israeli
occupation's policies reflect a growing international discontent with Israel's racist practices.
He stated these Israeli acts threaten international peace and security, particularly in light of the
ongoing aggression since October 2023 against the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, and the grave
violations of international law.
Kanaan said the International Court of Justice issued a clear opinion on October 22, 2015,
affirming Israel's obligation to approve relief plans in the Gaza Strip, particularly steps
implemented by UNRWA, and facilitate its work without obstruction. He stated that all Israeli
measures aimed at restricting the agency are "legally null and void."
He affirmed Jordan will remain the custodian of the historical Hashemite custodianship of
Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites, a voice of peace in supporting the rights of the
Palestinian people.
In this context, he said Amman will also be a consistent advocate for ending to all Israeli
practices that impede operations of humanitarian and legitimate institutions aimed to alleviate
suffering of the Palestinian people.

Jordan News Agency 14-1-2026
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Senate President meets Egyptian, Azerbaijani ambassadors, discusses
regional developments

Senate President Faisal Fayez on Wednesday met separately with Ambassador of Egypt Khaled
Abyad and Ambassador of Azerbaijan to the Kingdom Shahin Abdullayev.
During the meetings, Fayez discussed with each ambassador bilateral relations between Jordan
and their respective countries, ways to enhance cooperation across various fields, and
mechanisms to advance joint coordination, particularly in the economic sphere, alongside a
review of current regional developments.
Fayez said Jordan remains committed to strengthening relations with both Egypt and Azerbaijan
and to maintaining coordination and consultation on issues of mutual interest. He stressed the
importance of expanding economic cooperation and activating existing bilateral agreements in
various sectors.
He also reviewed regional developments, underscoring Jordan’s firm positions, under the
leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah II, on the need to achieve security and stability in the
region.
Fayez stressed the need for the international community to take effective measures to compel the
Israeli occupation to fully implement all provisions of the ceasefire agreement in Gaza and to
ensure the sustained and adequate entry of humanitarian aid into the Strip.
For their part, the two ambassadors commended Jordan’s role, under the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdullah II, in supporting peace efforts and promoting security and stability in the
region. They also praised His Majesty’s continued efforts to enhance the humanitarian response
to Gaza.
The ambassadors expressed their countries’ pride in their relations with Jordan and their keenness
to further develop cooperation in various fields. They highlighted the importance of strengthening
economic and investment partnerships, increasing trade exchange, and activating bilateral
agreements in a manner that serves the interests of the peoples of the countries involved.

Jordan News Agency 14-1-2026
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UNRWA warns against Israeli moves to undermine its operations in occupied
Jerusalem

Warnings are mounting over Israeli efforts to undermine the operational presence of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in occupied Jerusalem,
amid an escalating campaign targeting the agency’s institutions in the city.

Roland Friedrich, UNRWA director of operations in the West Bank, warned that the agency’s
ability to continue operating in occupied Jerusalem is nearing a critical point as Israeli measures
against its facilities intensify.

Friedrich said that Israeli police forces forcibly raided UNRWA’s Jerusalem Health Center two
days ago and demanded the removal of United Nations signage, despite the fact that the center
has been supported by UN member states for decades and has been visited by representatives of
many of them.

He added that the raid was followed by a temporary closure order against the health center for a
period of 30 days, with the possibility that it may not be allowed to reopen. Such a move, he
warned, signals a rapid erosion of the United Nations’ presence in occupied Jerusalem.

At the same time, UNRWA has received notifications from service providers indicating that
electricity and water supplies may soon be cut off from several of its facilities across Jerusalem.
These include schools, health centers, and other essential service points relied upon by Palestinian
refugees.

The warnings come after Israel’s Knesset approved legislative amendments in December aimed at
restricting UNRWA’s activities. The measures are part of an ongoing Israeli campaign to prevent
the agency from carrying out its mandate, which was granted by the United Nations General
Assembly, in occupied Jerusalem.

UNRWA officials cautioned that these actions threaten the continuity of vital humanitarian,
educational, and health services for thousands of Palestinian refugees, and risk further shrinking
the international humanitarian presence in the city.

The Palestinian Information Center 14-1-2026
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Arab League condemns storming of Al Aqsa Mosque by Israeli Minister, 270
settlers

The Arab League on Wednesday strongly condemned the storming of the Al Agsa Mosque
compound by the Israeli Minister of National Security Itamar Ben-Gvir, and 260 settlers, who
performed Talmudic and provocative rituals in its courtyards under the protection of the
occupation forces.

In a statement, the Arab League considered this a blatant violation of the historical and legal
status quo, a direct attack on the sanctity of Islamic holy sites, and a dangerous escalation that
threatens peace and security in occupied Jerusalem.

The statement also condemned the Israeli occupation forces' raid on the UNRWA Jerusalem
Health Center and the subsequent closure orders. This action represents a continuation of the
implementation of the illegal Israeli Knesset law prohibiting UNRWA's operations in the
occupied Palestinian territories.

It constitutes a blatant violation of the UN General Assembly resolution regarding the
International Court of Justice's advisory opinion on Israel's obligations towards UN organisations,
including UNRWA, and deprives thousands of Palestinian refugees of vital services in East
Jerusalem.

The statement emphasised that these practices violate international humanitarian law and the
Geneva Conventions, revealing a systematic policy aimed at altering Jerusalem's identity and
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undermining the Palestinian presence there, whether through attacks on holy sites or the stifling
of humanitarian and service institutions.
The statement called on the international community, the United Nations and the Human Rights
Council to take immediate and concrete measures to stop the incursions into Al Aqsa Mosque and
protect the status quo, ensure the freedom of action of UNRWA and its institutions in Jerusalem,
and stop all measures that impede its humanitarian services, in addition to holding those
responsible for these violations accountable, and providing international protection for the
Palestinian people, their holy sites and institutions, noting that international silence towards these
crimes encourages their continuation and undermines the foundations of justice and international
law.

The Peninsula Qatar 14-1-2026
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Army Continues Extensive Invasions in Shu’fat, Anata

Israeli forces have continued wide military invasions since Monday, targeting homes of current
and former political prisoners and families of Palestinians killed by Israeli forces in the Shu’fat
refugee camp and the town of Anata, north of occupied Jerusalem.
The ongoing operation has included violent invasions, abductions, summonses, and broad
restrictions on residents and commercial shops.
The Jerusalem Governorate said Wednesday evening that Israeli forces invaded the home of
former detainee Majed Abu Qteish—who has been forcibly exiled to Turkey since 2011—
confiscated his mother’s phone, and attempted to call him without success.
Soldiers then photographed his mother with an Israeli flag behind her and sent the image to him
via WhatsApp.
Troops also broke into the home of former detainee Mohammad Abu Qteish, Majed’s nephew,
abducted him, and subjected him to field interrogation, while his father was summoned to a
nearby military roadblock.
The invasions included a heavy deployment of Israeli forces throughout the refugee camp and the
town, the installation of military roadblocks, and the breaking into dozens of homes and
commercial shops.
Soldiers confiscated and destroyed merchandise, issued fines to residents and shop owners, and
carried out additional abductions and summonses targeting young men and boys.
Several recently released detainees reported that Israeli forces summoned some of them by phone
or during home invasions, while others were abducted and held inside makeshift rooms set up at
the military roadblock at the refugee camp’s main entrance.
They were forced to sit on the ground while handcuffed, prohibited from speaking, and subjected
to beatings and shoving during detention and interrogation.
During the invasions, Israeli forces raised large Israeli flags throughout the Shu’fat refugee camp
and took photographs inside residential neighborhoods.
Troops also circulated video recordings showing the invasion of commercial shops and the
destruction of their contents, in what residents described as a systematic campaign of intimidation
targeting the camp’s population.

International Middle East Media Center 14-1-2026
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Scores of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Aqsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on
Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon, amid restrictions on the entry of Muslim
worshipers to the holy site.
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According to local sources, at least 260 Jewish settlers entered the Mosque through its Maghariba
Gate and toured its courtyards under police protection in the morning.

During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the
alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers,
especially in the eastern area of the Mosque and on the staircase leading to the plateau of the
Dome of the Rock building.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation authority issued recommendations calling for restricting the
entry of Palestinians from the West Bank to Jerusalem during the upcoming holy month of
Ramadan.

The recommendations also call for carrying out preemptive arrests and issuing orders, ahead of
the holy month, banning several Jerusalemites and Palestinians living in 1948 occupied Palestine
from entering the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 14-1-2026
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Israeli forces storm East Jerusalem town of Silwan

Israeli forces stormed, on Wednesday evening, the East Jerusalem town of Silwan, according to
the Jerusalem Governorate.
The Governorate said that Israeli forces stormed the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood in Silwan, in
continuation of a policy of repeated raids that have become almost daily, particularly during
evening hours.
In a statement, the Jerusalem Governorate added that Israeli forces raided several citizens’ homes
last night, assaulted and beat several residents, fired sound bombs and tear gas canisters inside the
neighborhood, and caused extensive damage to the contents of homes. One young man was
detained during the raid.
The governorate noted that the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood is witnessing a continuous and
systematic escalation amid policies of harassment and forced displacement targeting the
neighborhood and its Jerusalemite residents.
In a related development, Israeli forces assaulted young men from the Rajabi family as part of a
broad campaign of threats to forcibly evacuate their homes in the Bir Ayoub neighborhood of
Silwan.
These assaults coincide with a campaign to forcibly evacuate the family from their homes, which
house more than 100 people, within 20 days, as part of a large-scale and systematic displacement
campaign targeting residents of the neighborhood.

WAFA 14-1-2026
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Israeli forces take measurements of homes in Silwan

Israeli occupation forces raided several homes in Silwan, south of the Al-Agsa Mosque, on
Wednesday.
The Jerusalem Governorate stated that occupation soldiers, accompanied by municipal crews,
stormed the Batn al-Hawa neighborhood in the town and took measurements of a number of
houses.

WAFA 14-1-2026
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Presidential Committee condemns Israeli restrictions on West Bank teachers
to Jerusalem

The Higher Presidential Higher Committee for Church Affairs in Palestine condemned on
Wednesday Israeli restrictions on the access of West Bank teachers to schools in occupied East
Jerusalem.
The Committee affirmed its absolute rejection of the occupation authorities’ measures targeting
Palestinian schools and educational institutions, particularly Christian schools in the occupied
Jerusalem, slamming Israel’s decision to limit the number of days on which work permits are
granted to teachers from the West Bank as an arbitrary and systematic measure that have
disrupted the educational process and deprived hundreds of students of their fundamental right to
education.
It said that these practices constitute a flagrant and systematic violation of rights guaranteed under
the International Humanitarian Law and the International Human Rights Law, particularly the
Fourth Geneva Convention and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
cannot be justified by any “security pretext.”
It elaborated that the regime of entry permits and military checkpoints imposed by the Israeli
occupation serve as the primary tool for disrupting Palestinian education, and is employed to
deny teachers access to their schools, restrict their movement, and undermine educational
institutions. This, the Committee added, reflects a policy of systematic racial discrimination, and
amounts to collective punishment prohibited under international law.
It noted that Christian schools in the occupied city of Jerusalem were being a direct target of
Israeli occupation measures and restrictions, which strike at the core of the educational process
and students’ right to education.
It further stated that the occupation authorities have suspended the entry permits of a large
number of teachers from the West Bank, while restricting the number of days granted to others.
It confirmed that these arbitrary measures affected 171 teachers and staff members, disrupted the
anticipated start of the second semester on Saturday, January 10, and constraining the educational
process.
It stressed that these Israeli measures targeting Palestinian teachers and enforced under security
pretexts are in fact intended to undermine Palestinian education and weaken the Palestinian
presence in Jerusalem as part of Israel’s long-term policy aimed at sowing frustration among
students and teachers.
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