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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Sheikh Sabri calls for support for Jerusalem, warns of Israeli plans
targeting Al-Aqsa
Israeli authorities force Palestinian to self-demolish his house near
Jerusalem

Israeli authorities force Jerusalemite to self-demolish his home in Beit
Hanina

Israeli colonists puncture tires of 10 Palestinian vehicles in Jerusalem

Philippe Lazzarini warns escalation in West Bank undermines two-
state solution

Palestinian youth shot and injured by Israeli forces in Al-Ram, north
of Jerusalem

Israel plans Ramadan curbs on Al-Aqsa Mosque access

Thousands perform Friday prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque
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Sheikh Sabri calls for support for Jerusalem, warns of Israeli plans targeting
Al-Aqsa

Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, preacher of the Al-Aqgsa Mosque, has called on Arab and Muslim nations
and their leaders to support Jerusalem and assume responsibility for protecting Al-Aqgsa, warning
that the Israeli government led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is implementing what he
described as an aggressive plan targeting the holy site.
In press remarks, Sabri said Israeli authorities have decided to bar dozens of young Palestinians
from entering the Mosque during the upcoming month of Ramadan and to deny any facilitation
for worshippers coming from the West Bank.
He warned that these measures are expected to significantly reduce the number of worshippers
compared to previous years.
Sabri said the policies form part of broader efforts to Judaize Jerusalem, tighten control over the
Mosque, and assert administrative authority over it, pointing in particular to intensified measures
in Silwan, south of Al-Agsa, and Sheikh Jarrah to the north.
He also warned that extremist settler groups have publicly called for expanded incursions into the
Mosque’s compound and for conducting overt prayers inside its courtyards, including the use of
ritual instruments and symbolic prostration practices. Sabri said such demands reflect deeper
ambitions regarding the site.
According to the Palestine Information Center “Muta,” 12,136 Israeli settlers entered the Al-Agsa
compound during January 2026 alone, including Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-
Gvir, who visited the site on 13 January.
Sabri further described Israeli home demolitions in Jerusalem as a continuation of discriminatory
policies dating back to the British Mandate period.
He said recent expulsion orders barring Jerusalem residents from Al-Agsa aim to empty the
Mosque of regular worshippers while facilitating settler incursions.
Jerusalemite activists continue to call for urgent action to defend Al-Agsa and Islamic holy sites,
warning that daily Israeli measures are intended to alter the city’s Arab and Islamic identity.

The Palestinian Information Center 14-2-2026
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Israeli authorities force Palestinian to self-demolish his house near Jerusalem
A Palestinian resident of Jerusalem was forced to demolish his own home in the Jabal al-Mukaber
neighborhood, southeast of occupied Jerusalem, on Friday, following an order from the Israeli
municipality on the pretext of building without a permit.
The Jerusalem Governorate said that he 80-square-meter home belonged to Samir Aliyan
Arar and housed seven people, had been standing since 2018. Israeli municipal authorities had
previously issued building violation fines against him totaling approximately 100,000 shekels.
According to Arar, he had submitted building permit plans in 2014 at the request of the Israeli
municipality and hired lawyers and engineers to follow up in the case. However, municipal crews
issued him two fines that same year, amounting to approximately 80,000 shekels and 17,500
shekels respectively.
He emphasized that he was still paying off those fines and will continue doing so until the end of
2027.
He added that municipal crews raided his home on January 26, 2026, and gave him 21 days to
comply with the demolition order. He said he was forced to self-demolish his house to avoid
veering the higher demolition costs if the Israeli municipality carried it out.

WAFA 14-2-2026
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Israeli authorities force Jerusalemite to self-demolish his home in Beit Hanina
Israeli occupation authorities on Saturday forced a Jerusalemite citizen to demolish his own home
on Al-Zaytouna Street in the town of Beit Hanina, north of occupied Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the Israeli municipality of West Jerusalem issued a
demolition order against Rami Al-Bakri’s 35 square meters house, under the pretext of lacking of
an Israeli-issued permit.
The home, which was built eight years ago, consists of a room, a kitchen, and a bathroom. It was
inhabited by Rami and his newlywed wife.
The municipality notified al-Bakri of the demolition order about two weeks ago, prompting him
to demolish the house himself to avoid paying additional exorbitant costs.
He had previously paid fines totaling around 40,000 shekels, in addition to lawyer fees and the
expenses related to the licensing process.
Under the pretext of building without a permit, which is rarely granted to Palestinians in the
occupied city, the Israeli municipality has been demolishing or forcing Palestinians to demolish
their own houses as part of a policy aimed at restricting Palestinian expansion and growth in
occupied Jerusalem.
Palestinians in East Jerusalem find themselves compelled to tear down their homes after receiving
a demolition order to avoid paying exorbitant costs to the Israeli municipality if it carries out the
demolition.
Palestinians say they are forced to build without permits because the Israeli municipality
discriminates against them and refuses to issue permits or places unreasonable conditions that
they cannot afford to issue a permit.
At the same time, thousands of housing units are built for Jewish settlers in the city on
appropriated Palestinian lands and are made easily accessible to them.
WAFA 14-2-2026
L
Israeli colonists puncture tires of 10 Palestinian vehicles in Jerusalem
Israeli colonists punctured at dawn the tires of more than 10 trucks and vehicles
belonging to Palestinian residents of Sur Baher, south of occupied Jerusalem.
In a statement, the Jerusalem Governorate said that a group of Israeli colonists vandalized
the trucks and vehicles, slashing their tires and causing material damage to the property
of the Palestinian residents.
The attacks come amidst an escalation of colonist assaults on Palestinian property in
neighborhoods and towns throughout occupied Jerusalem.
WAFA 14-2-2026

k%

Philippe Lazzarini warns escalation in West Bank undermines two-state

solution
The Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees (UNRWA), Philippe Lazzarini, stated that Israel continues its political pressure to
eliminate the agency.
This statement was made in a press conference on Friday evening on the sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference, which began in Munich, Germany.
Lazzarini explained that the situation in Gaza "remains tragic," with people deprived of almost
everything and struggling to survive as a result of the Israeli war of extermination.
He added that children in Gaza have not attended school for more than two years, emphasizing
the importance of UNRWA continuing to provide health, primary, and secondary education
services.
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He noted that the agency is under immense pressure and that Israel continues to violate
international law.
He continued, "Israel continues its political pressure to eliminate UNRWA, and we witnessed the
demolition of our headquarters in occupied East Jerusalem."
Lazzarini pointed out that the Israelis, who are seizing Palestinian land, are escalating their
violence and land confiscation in the West Bank.
He stressed the need to draw attention to the events in the West Bank before it is too late, and
before they undermine the future of the two-state solution.

WAFA 14-2-2026
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Palestinian youth shot and injured by Israeli forces in Al-Ram, north of

Jerusalem

A young Palestinian man was shot by Israeli occupation forces early on Friday in the town of Al-
Ram, north of occupied Jerusalem, according to local sources.
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society said its teams treated the young man for a live bullet wound
to the thigh near the Israeli segregation wall in Al-Ram. He was then transported to hospital for
further care.
The Jerusalem Governorate recorded over 70 confirmed injuries to Palestinian workers in Al-
Ram and its surroundings during 2025, caused by live or rubber-coated bullets fired directly by
Israeli forces.
Most injuries were to the lower limbs, suggesting deliberate targeting to maim or disable.
Officials noted that the actual number of injuries may be higher, as many workers avoid
documenting incidents out of fear of Israeli reprisals.

WAFA 14-2-2026
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Israel plans Ramadan curbs on Al-Aqsa Mosque access

Former East Jerusalem grand mufti warns that Israeli measures will limit Muslim worshippers at
Al Agsa Mosque during Ramadan.
Israeli authorities have planned to restrict Muslims' access to Al-Agsa Mosque for prayers during
the upcoming Islamic holy month of Ramadan, a well-known Muslim scholar and former grand
mufti of occuopied East Jerusalem said in an interview with Anadolu.
Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, former grand mufti of East Jerusalem and head of the Supreme Islamic
Council in Jerusalem, expressed regret for the Israeli administration's plan to restrict access to the
third-holiest mosque for Muslims during Ramadan, which begins midweek.
Israel's ill intentions were clear when Maj. Gen. Avshalom Peled was appointed as a new police
commander in occupied East Jerusalem in the first week of January, a move seen as an attempt to
advance plans by far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir for the flashpoint Al-Agsa
Mosque.
The Israeli newspaper Haaretz wrote, "It seems Ben-Gvir is doing everything he can to fan the
flames."
“Muslims welcome Ramadan with optimism, following the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad,
who used to welcome the month at the end of Shaaban,” Sheikh Sabri told Anadolu.
“But regarding Jerusalem, we regret the harsh measures the occupying authorities will impose on
Muslims coming to Al-Agsa Mosque.”
He said: “Israeli authorities have already barred dozens of young men from entering the mosque
and announced that they will not ease restrictions during Ramadan for worshippers arriving from
the occupied West Bank.”
“This means there will be tighter restrictions,” Sabri said.
“The number of worshippers at Al-Aqsa will be lower than in previous years. This contradicts
freedom of worship and disrupts Muslims’ observance of the fasting month.”
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Heavy restrictions
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from the occupied West Bank usually travel to occupied
East Jerusalem during Ramadan to pray at Al-Agsa Mosque.
However, since Israel began its genocidal war on Gaza on October 7, 2023, Netanyahu’s
government has tightened restrictions at military checkpoints, limiting occupied West Bank
residents’ access to East Jerusalem.
Over the past two years, only small numbers have received Israeli army-issued permits, which
Palestinians say are difficult to obtain.
Authorities have not announced any special arrangements for Ramadan this year.
In recent days, Israeli authorities also issued temporary orders against hundreds of Palestinian
residents of East Jerusalem—most of them young men—banning them from entering Al-Agsa
during Ramadan.
Some of the orders extend up to six months.
‘Israel’s goal is to impose sovereignty*
The measures come as Israel’s far-right government, led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
faces criticism from Palestinian officials over what they describe as changes to the long-standing
“status quo” at the site.
However, local police have unilaterally allowed Israeli extremists to forcibly enter the mosque
compound since 2003, despite repeated demands by the Islamic Waqf Department to stop the
incursions.
“There is no doubt the right-wing government aims to implement its aggressive plan regarding Al
Agsa Mosque,” Sabri said. “For years, they demanded public entries, open prayers, the use of
ritual horns, and prostration. What were once hidden ambitions have now become public.”
He added: “We have long warned that Israel seeks to impose sovereignty over the site and reduce
the Islamic Waqf’s authority.”
However, Israeli measures are not limited to Al Agsa Mosque. They also extend to Palestinian
neighbourhood demolition in the occupied East Jerusalem in general, and especially those near
the mosque.
“The demolition policy is a racist, unjust, illegal, and inhumane policy, and it is an extension of
Britain’s unjust policy in Palestine during the period of British colonial rule,” he lamented.
Sabri urged Arab and Islamic peoples to extend help to Palestinians in Jerusalem and called on
Arab and Muslim leaders to shoulder their responsibilities toward Jerusalem and Al Aqsa
Mosque.

TRT World 13-2-2026

Thousands perform Friday prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque

Despite the Israeli occupation authorities' stringent military measures at the gates of the
mosque and the entrances to the Old City of occupied Jerusalem, 65,000 worshipers performed
Friday prayer at the Al-Agsa Mosque, according to the Islamic Awqaf Department in Jerusalem.
When worshipers arrived at the Al-Agsa Mosque, occupation forces halted them at iron gates and
inspected their identification and possessions. Additionally, they blocked many people from
entering the Bab al-Rahma cemetery and halted those who were arriving.
As part of a systematic campaign of restrictions aimed against Palestinians, the occupation
authorities have intensified their policy of preventing Palestinians from entering the Old City of
occupied Jerusalem and the Al-Aqsa Mosque as the holy month of Ramadan draws near.

Jordan News Agency 13-2-2025
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