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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Arab League condemns Israel's closure of Al Aqsa Mosque
Israeli occupation turns Jerusalem’s Old City into a military barracks

Jerusalem body calls for observing Laylat al-Qadr at Aqsa despite
Israeli closure
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Arab League condemns Israel's closure of Al Aqsa Mosque

Amman, March 15 (Petra) — The Arab League condemned the closure by
Israeli occupation authorities of the gates of Al Agsa Mosque to
worshippers, preventing them from performing prayers and religious rites,
according to a statement.

Member states of the pan-Arab organisation described the measure as a
provocative act and a flagrant violation of international law, international
humanitarian law and the longstanding historical and legal status quo
governing Al Agsa Mosque.

They warned that the move constitutes an unprecedented provocation to the
feelings of nearly two billion Muslims worldwide and undermines freedom
of worship and unrestricted access to holy sites.

The member states of the Arab League said that they reject and condemn
what they described as an illegitimate and unjustified measure, accusing
Israeli authorities of using current regional developments as a pretext.

They denounced the ongoing provocative actions by Israeli authorities at Al
Aqgsa Mosque and against worshippers, according to the statement.

The statement stressed that Israel, as the occupying power, has no
sovereignty over Palestinian territories occupied in 1967, including occupied
Jerusalem and its Islamic and Christian holy sites.

It rejected all decisions and measures taken by Israeli authorities that aim to
alter the demographic, legal and historical status of Jerusalem or undermine
its Arab, Islamic and Christian identity.
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Arab League member states reaffirmed the sovereignty of the State of
Palestine over East Jerusalem, which they consider the capital of the
Palestinian state.
They discussed the historical Hashemite custodianship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem and Jordan's role in protecting
these sites and preserving their Arab, Islamic and Christian identity, as well
as maintaining the historical and legal status quo.
Al Agsa Mosque, covering an area of 144 dunams, is a place of worship
exclusively for Muslims, the Arab League member states stated.
The Jerusalem Waqf and Al Agsa Mosque Affairs Department of Jordan's
Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places is the sole legal
authority responsible for administering the Mosque and regulating entry to
it, they said.
The member states asserted that Israel, as the occupying power, has no right
to take measures preventing Muslims from performing their religious duties
at the site, warning that such actions would further escalate tensions and
carry serious repercussions for regional and international peace and security.
The statement expressed support for the role of the Jerusalem Committee
and its executive arm, the Bayt Mal Al-Quds Al-Sharif Agency, and for the
committee's ongoing efforts.
The Arab League called on the international community, including the
United Nations Security Council, to assume its responsibilities and adopt a
firm stance compelling Israel to halt what it described as ongoing illegal
practices and violations against Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied
Jerusalem.
It urged Israel to respect the sanctity of holy places, uphold freedom of
worship, respect the historical and legal status of Jerusalem and its holy
sites, immediately reopen the gates of Al Agsa Mosque to worshippers, lift
restrictions on Palestinian access to occupied Jerusalem and comply with
relevant United Nations resolutions.

Petra 15/3/2026
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Israeli occupation turns Jerusalem’s Old City into a military barracks

JERUSALEM, March 15, 2026 (WAFA) — Israeli occupation forces have
turned the Old City of Jerusalem into a military barracks, deploying
hundreds of police officers from the Wadi al-Joz area to Damascus Gate,
extending down to Lions’ Gate.

The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the Isha and Ramadan Tarawih
prayers were performed on Sunday evening in the streets near Herod’s Gate
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and Damascus Gate, amid a complete and tightly enforced closure of the Old
City.
Israeli authorities have continued to close Al-Agsa Mosque and prevent
worshippers from reaching it for the sixteenth consecutive day, citing
security conditions related to the war with Iran.
For the first time since 1967, Israeli forces have prevented worshippers from
performing prayers and observing itikaf (spiritual retreat) at Al-Agsa
Mosque. As a result, worshippers were absent from the last Friday prayer of
the month of Ramadan.
The Jerusalem Governorate had earlier warned of a dangerous escalation in
incitement rhetoric led by extremist groups referred to as the so-called
“Temple organizations” against Al-Aqsa Mosque amid the ongoing closure
measures.
It stressed that what is happening should not be regarded as temporary
security procedures, as claimed by Israeli authorities, but as part of a
political and ideological trajectory aimed at altering the religious, historical,
and legal status quo of Al-Agsa Mosque.

Wafa 15/3/2026
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Jerusalem body calls for observing Laylat al-Qadr at Aqsa despite
Israeli closure

The Islamic Higher Council in Jerusalem has called on Muslims to maintain
a presence and observe the Night of Decree (Laylat al-Qadr) at the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound, despite its closure by Israeli occupation forces for
several days and the continued ban on worshippers entering the site.
In a statement, the council said that Israeli authorities have kept Agsa
Mosque closed since the dawn of the 21st day of Ramadan, preventing
Muslim worshippers from accessing the holy site. It described the measure
as a serious violation of freedom of worship at one of Islam’s holiest places.
The council added that the closure has prevented Friday prayers from being
held at Agsa twice during the holy month of Ramadan, first on the 17th of
Ramadan, corresponding to March 6, 2026, and again on the 24th of
Ramadan, corresponding to March 13, 2026, an unprecedented development
in recent years.
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The council stressed the importance of observing Laylat al-Qadr, which falls
on the 27th night of Ramadan, urging worshippers to remain steadfast in
their religious practices despite the restrictions imposed by Israeli
authorities.
It also noted that if Muslims are prevented from reaching Agsa Mosque, they
should pray wherever they are stopped, affirming that they will still receive
the spiritual reward of praying at the Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 15/3/2026
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The Dome of the Chain (Umayyad Era
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The Umayyad Caliph Abdul Malek Ibn
Marwan ordered the building of this dome in
72 AH/ 691 AD. It is located to the east of
the Dome of the Rock. Although some
people believe it was built as a prototype for
the Dome of the Rock, it is smaller in size
and different in shape. Historians differ over
the purpose the Dome of the Chain was
constructed for. Some say it was used as an
exchequer, but this theory is quite unlikely
because of the building's open structure that
would make keeping money safe inside of it
a very difficult task. Others suggest it was
used as a lounge for architects and builders
when they were building the Dome of the
Rock itself. As for the Dome's physical
characteristics, it is an open building that has
eleven sides which are based on eleven
marble columns, while the dome is sitting on
a hexagonal drum. The faience that
decorates the dome was brought to Al-Agsa
Mosque upon the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman
the Magnificent's orders 969 AH/ 1561 AD.
In 1433 AH/2012 AD, the Islamic Wagqf
Department and TIKA carried out a
comprehensive renovation of the dome,
which included replacing the faience
decorating its drum with newer ones that
were specially manufactured in Iznik,
Turkey
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