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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King receives Sweden FM

Jordan condemns Knesset foreign affairs committee's approval of bill
targeting UNRWA

House Palestine Committee Condemns Israeli Move Targeting
UNRWA, Al-Buraq Visit

Israeli Prime Minister storms Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque to
celebrate Jewish Hanukkah holiday

Israeli Occupation Forces Escalate Demolitions in Jerusalem

Dozens of extremist settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Israeli forces demolish house near Jerusalem
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King receives Sweden FM

His Majesty King Abdullah II held a meeting with Sweden Foreign Minister Maria Malmer
Stenergard on Tuesday, during which they discussed the friendly relations between Jordan and
Sweden, as well as the most prominent regional developments.
The meeting, held at Al Husseiniya Palace, covered the importance of expanding joint action and
expertise exchange, particularly in the economic and defence fields.
His Majesty called for stepping up international efforts to achieve stability in the region,
emphasising the need to commit to implementing the agreement to end the war on Gaza, and
ensure the delivery of aid to all areas of the Strip. The King also praised Sweden’s humanitarian
efforts in Gaza.
His Majesty reiterated the need to halt escalations in the West Bank, warning of the consequences
of continued illegal settlement expansion there.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Alaa Batayneh, and Sweden’s Ambassador to Jordan Maria Sargren attended the
meeting.

Jordan News Agency 16-12-2025
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Jordan condemns Knesset foreign affairs committee's approval of bill
targeting UNRWA

The Ministry of Foreign and Expatriates Affairs condemned the Israeli Knesset Foreign Affairs
and Security Committee's approval of a bill targeting the work and existence of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).
The Ministry stated that the bill undermines UNRWA's ability to provide its vital humanitarian
services, including provisions that allow for the confiscation of its property and prohibit the
delivery of essential services to its facilities.
Such measures constitute a blatant violation of international law and an infringement on the
immunities and privileges of United Nations organisations.
Ministry spokesperson Fouad Majali reaffirmed the Kingdom's absolute rejection and strong
condemnation of Israel's continued systematic campaign to restrict UNRWA and curtail its vital
and irreplaceable role in providing services to Palestinian refugees across its five areas of
operation, in accordance with its UN mandate.
Majali warned against proceeding with the draft law, stressing that Israel's practices violate
relevant international laws and agreements. He said these measures target the symbolic and legal
significance of UNRWA, which embodies the right of Palestinian refugees to return and receive
compensation under international law.
This, he added, represents a clear attempt to deprive the Palestinian people of their rights and
essential services rights recognised by the international community and affirmed in relevant UN
resolutions, particularly Resolution 194.
He called on the international community to uphold its legal and moral responsibilities by taking
immediate and effective action to pressure Israel and counter decisions and practices targeting
UNRWA.
He urged the provision of necessary protection for UNRWA's facilities, services and staff, as well
as sustained political and financial support to ensure the agency can continue delivering its vital
services to Palestinian refugees.

Jordan News Agency 16-12-2025
House Palestine Committee Condemns Israeli Move Targeting UNRWA, Al-

Buraq Visit

The Palestine Committee at the Lower House of Parliament said that the approval by the Israeli
Knesset’s Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee of a draft law targeting the work and presence
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) constitutes a
blatant act of aggression and an attempt to liquidate the refugee issue, a flagrant violation of
international law, and an open challenge to all humanitarian values and conventions, amid what it
described as suspicious international silence that cannot be justified or accepted.

The committee also condemned the storming of the Al-Buraq Wall site by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, stressing that the move represents a direct assault on Islamic holy sites and
a deliberate provocation of the feelings of Muslims and Arabs.

Committee Chairman MP Suleiman Al-Saud said the act reflects the occupation’s mindset based
on religious extremism and the imposition of fait accompli by force, embodying racist settlement
policies that pose a serious threat to security and stability across the entire region.

Al-Saud added that these actions fall within a systematic escalation aimed at igniting the region
and perpetuating a cycle of violence and instability, holding the occupation fully responsible for
the consequences of these grave violations. He called on the international community to break its
silence, shoulder its legal and humanitarian responsibilities, and take firm and immediate action
to halt these aggressive policies.

Yo



The committee warned that the continuation of such practices risks an imminent explosion of the
situation, stressing that the international community must meet its moral and legal obligations
without equivocation to compel Israel to stop its escalation and halt incursions into the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound before it is too late in order to safeguard regional peace and security and
uphold international legitimacy, which the occupation no longer appears to respect.

Jordan News Agency 16-12-2025
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Israeli Prime Minister storms Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque to celebrate
Jewish Hanukkah holiday

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in occupied

East Jerusalem on Tuesday to celebrate the Jewish Hanukkah holiday, Anadolu reports.

In a statement, the Jerusalem Governorate denounced Netanyahu’s visit to the mosque’s Western

Wall (Al-Buraq Wall) “a new provocative move.”

The Al-Buraq Wall, called by Jews as the Western Wall or Wailing Wall, is a significant religious

site for both Muslims and Jews and forms part of the Al-Agsa Mosque compound.

Netanyahu’s office shared photos of the premier, along with several officials, including US

Ambassador Mike Huckabee, while visiting the Western Wall at the flashpoint site.

The eight-day Hanukkah holiday is marked from Dec. 14 to Dec. 22.

According to Palestinian authorities, at least 210 illegal Israeli settlers broke into the Al-Agsa

Mosque complex to mark the occasion since Monday.

Al-Agsa Mosque is the world’s third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area the Temple

Mount, saying it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It

annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the international community.
Middle East Monitor 16-12-2025
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Israeli Occupation Forces Escalate Demolitions in Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces intensified demolitions across occupied Jerusalem on Tuesday,
destroying homes and structures in Qalandia, al-Judeira, Rafat and Jabal al-Mukabber, while
issuing new demolition notices.

The latest actions come amid a broader campaign that, according to the Wall & Colonization
Resistance Commission, saw 76 Palestinian structures demolished in November alone, including
inhabited homes, agricultural facilities, and sources of livelihood.

In Qalandia, north of occupied Jerusalem, troops surrounded the two-story home of resident
Samer Hamdiya before using heavy machinery to demolish it, claiming it was built without a
permit in the area classified as “C.”

Soldiers fired teargas in the vicinity, though no injuries were reported. Hamdiya, who had lived in
the house with his family for years, attempted through his lawyer to file an urgent appeal to the
Israeli court to halt the demolition, but his efforts failed.

Municipal officials said demolition notices were also delivered to two additional homes in the
village.

Meanwhile, in Jabal al-Mukabber, occupation forces accompanied municipal crews in
demolishing a horse stable belonging to the Abdo family.

Earlier the same morning, bulldozers demolished walls and leveled foundations of a wedding hall
in al-Judeira, northwest of Jerusalem. The hall had previously been demolished under coercion.

Y1



Ahmad Dheeb, head of al-Judeira municipality, said the army invaded the town with military
vehicles and demolished the foundations of the home.
Also in Jerusalem, the soldiers demolished a three-story Palestinian home in the town of Rafat,
northwest of Jerusalem, again citing lack of permits.
According to the Wall & Colonization Resistance Commission, Israeli authorities carried out 46
demolitions in November, targeting 76 structures.
These included 20 inhabited homes, two uninhabited houses, 30 agricultural facilities, and 23
sources of livelihood. The demolitions were concentrated in Hebron with 30 structures, Jerusalem
with 15, and Bethlehem with 11.
The Commission added that 51 demolition notices were issued during the same month,
continuing the campaign of restrictions on Palestinian construction and natural growth. Notices
were concentrated in Bethlehem (21), Hebron (14), Nablus (6), Tubas and the northern Jordan
Valley (2), and Ramallah and al-Bireh (1).

International Middle East Media Center 17-12-2025
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Dozens of extremist settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on
Tuesday morning, on the second day of the Hanukkah holiday, under tight protection from Israeli
police forces.
According to Jerusalemite sources, at least 210 Jewish settlers entered the Mosque through its
Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under police guard.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the
alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers,
especially in the eastern area of the Mosque and at the staircase leading to the plateau of the
Dome of the Rock building.
A group of settlers also gathered at the Aqsa Mosque’s al-Qattanin Gate, where they lit candles in
a menorah placed at the gate’s outer side as part of Hanukkah rituals that included dances and
collective prayers in the area.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on Muslim
worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of them from entering
the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-12-2025
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Israeli forces demolish house near Jerusalem

Israeli occupation bulldozers demolished a house in the town of Rafat, northwest of occupied
Jerusalem, on Tuesday morning.
Local sources reported that an Israeli army force, accompanied by bulldozers, stormed the town
and began demolishing a Palestinian-owned house.

WAFA 16-12-2025
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