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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King meets with UK former officials, Parliament members in London
Jordan condemns Israeli Knesset member's storming of Al Agsa
Mosque
Israel bars Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque imam amid escalation

Israel Police to Deploy Around Al-Aqsa for Ramadan, Palestinians
Report Curbs

Israel plans to expand East Jerusalem’s boundaries via settlement
building: Report

TIOA threatens to uproot hundreds of trees in southern Jerusalem

Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard

Israeli authorities bar several Jerusalemite residents from Al-Aqsa
Mosque

IOA bars Islamic Awqaf from making Ramadan preparations at Aqsa
Mosque

Jerusalem Governorate Warns of De-Facto Annexation
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King meets with UK former officials, Parliament members in London

His Majesty King Abdullah II met in London on Monday with former officials from the United
Kingdom, and members of the British Parliament to discuss the latest developments in the region.
The meeting addressed the dangerous developments in the West Bank, with His Majesty warning
that Israel’s illegal actions aiming to consolidate settlements and impose sovereignty over
Palestinian land undermine efforts to restore calm and threaten to exacerbate the conflict.

Discussions also covered the United Kingdom’s role in supporting efforts to restore stability in
the region, as well as developments in Jerusalem, Gaza, Syria, and Iran.
Jordan News Agency 16-2-2026
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Jordan condemns Israeli Knesset member's storming of Al Aqsa Mosque

Jordan condemned the continued provocative incursions by Israeli officials into Al Aqsa Mosque,
most recently the storming of the holy site by a member of the Israeli Knesset.
In a statement issued Monday, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates said the action is a
flagrant violation of international law, a dangerous escalation and an unacceptable provocation
that must immediately cease.
Ministry spokesperson Fouad Majali said the Kingdom rejects and condemns Israeli extremist
officials' "repeated and unacceptable" incursions into Al Agsa Mosque.
He said the Incursions are a blatant violation of the historical and legal status quo at the holy site,
as well as an unacceptable attempt to impose temporal and spatial division and a desecration of its
sanctity.
Majali said that Israel has no sovereignty over occupied Jerusalem or its Islamic and Christian
holy sites. He warned of the consequences of continued provocative and unlawful violations
targeting religious sanctities in the city.
He called on the international community to adopt a clear and firm position compelling Israel to
halt its ongoing violations and illegal practices against Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.
He said that the Israeli violations form part of a broader policy by the extremist Israeli
government aimed at escalating dangerous and illegal unilateral measures in the occupied West
Bank.
Majali said that the entire 144-dunum area of Al Agsa Mosque is an exclusive place of worship
for Muslims, adding that the Jerusalem Wagqf and Al Agsa Mosque Affairs Department of the
Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic Affairs and Holy Places is the sole legal authority
responsible for managing the site and regulating entry to it.

Jordan News Agency 16-2-2026
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Israel bars Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque imam amid escalation

Sheikh Muhammad Ali Abbasi barred from entering site for one week.

Israeli authorities have barred the imam of Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem from

entering the site for one week, days before the start of the holy month of Ramadan.

The Jerusalem Governorate said in a statement that Sheikh Muhammad Ali Abbasi was detained

by Israeli forces and banned from entering the mosque compound for a week. It did not say why

he was barred.

The move comes amid Israeli escalation across the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem,

including restrictions on the entry of worshippers and intensified incursions by illegal settlers into

the flashpoint complex.

Ramadan, the holiest month in the Islamic calendar, is set to start this week.

Al-Agsa Mosque is the world's third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area Temple Mount,

claiming it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.

Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Agsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It

annexed the entire city in 1980 in a move never recognized by the international community.
Anado;u Agrncy 16-2-2026
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Israel Police to Deploy Around Al-Agsa for Ramadan, Palestinians Report
Curbs

Israeli police said Monday that they would deploy in force around the Al-Agsa Mosque during
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which begins this week, as Palestinian officials accused
Israel of imposing restrictions at the compound.
Over the course of the month of fasting and prayer, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians
traditionally attend prayers at Al-Agsa -- Islam's third-holiest site, located in east Jerusalem,
which Israel captured in 1967 and later annexed.
Arad Braverman, a senior Jerusalem police officer, said forces would be deployed "day and
night" across the compound, known to Jews as the Temple Mount, and in the surrounding area.
He said thousands of police would also be on duty for Friday prayers, which draw the largest
crowds of Muslim worshippers.
Braverman said police had recommended issuing 10,000 permits for Palestinians from the
occupied West Bank, who require special permission to enter Jerusalem.
He did not say whether age limits would apply, adding that the final number of people would be
decided by the government.
The Palestinian Jerusalem Governorate said in a separate statement it had been informed that
permits would again be restricted to men over 55 and women over 50, mirroring last year's
criteria.
It said Israeli authorities had blocked the Islamic Waqf -- the Jordanian-run body administering
the site -- from carrying out routine preparations, including installing shade structures and setting
up temporary medical clinics.
A Waqf source confirmed the restrictions and said 33 of its employees had been barred from
entering the compound in the week before Ramadan.
The Al-Agsa compound is a central symbol of Palestinian identity and also a frequent flashpoint.
Under long-standing arrangements, Jews may visit the compound -- which they revere as the site
of their second temple, destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD -- but they are not permitted to pray
there.
Israel says it is committed to maintaining this status quo, though Palestinians fear it is being
eroded.
Braverman reiterated Monday that no changes were planned.
In recent years, a growing number of Jewish ultranationalists have challenged the prayer ban,
including far-right politician Itamar Ben-Gvir, who prayed at the site while serving as national
security minister in 2024 and 2025.

Asharq Al Awsat 16-2-2026

Israel plans to expand East Jerusalem’s boundaries via settlement building:
Report

Anti-settlement group Peace Now calls government move ‘backdoor annexation’ of occupied
West Bank.

The Israeli government is planning to expand the area of occupied East Jerusalem through
expanding settlement building in the West Bank, a move that would mean annexing more
Palestinian land, an Israeli newspaper said Monday.

The government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is promoting a construction plan in the
settlement of “Adam” in the central West Bank, Yedioth Ahronoth reported.

“But the real intention is to expand East Jerusalem beyond the 1967 boundaries, for the first time
since the Six-Day War (1967), and this means (imposing) actual sovereignty over the lands and
expanding Jerusalem,” the daily added.
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The settlement of Adam is located north of East Jerusalem, which Palestinians seek as the capital
of their hoped-for state, based on international resolutions that do not recognize Israel’s
occupation of the city in 1967.
According to the paper, the plan includes “building hundreds of settlement units for religious
Israelis.”
It reported that the area designated for construction is far from the Adam settlement but adjacent
to the Neve Yaakov settlement, which is built on Palestinian land in East Jerusalem.
“As the access road designated for this plan goes beyond the Neve Yaakov settlement in
Jerusalem, in reality this is an expansion of Jerusalem’s borders, which has not happened since
1967,” the newspaper added.
‘Backdoor annexation’
The Israeli anti-settlement group Peace Now has denounced the government plan for East
Jerusalem.
“For the first time since 1967, and under the pretext of (building) a new settlement, the
government is carrying out annexation here from the back door,” the group said.
“The new settlement will effectively be like a ‘neighborhood’ in the city of Jerusalem, and
planning it publicly as a settlement (Adam) is an attempt to conceal the step, which means
applying Israeli sovereignty (annexation) to lands in the West Bank.”
The newspaper said opposition Knesset member Gilad Kariv from the Democrats party sent an
urgent inquiry to Housing Minister Haim Katz.
Kariv asked in his letter “whether there is an intention to annex the area of the plan to Jerusalem,
and whether the residents of the neighborhood, which is classified as part of the Adam settlement,
will receive services from the Jerusalem Municipality.”
“The planned step will increase friction between Israelis and Palestinians, provoke unnecessary
tension, and ultimately harm Jerusalem’s status as Israel’s capital,” he warned.
Israel annexed East Jerusalem in 1980, in a move not recognized by the United Nations and the
international community.
Kariv added that “the plans contradict Israel’s international commitments, including toward US
President Donald Trump, and reflect Netanyahu’s complete surrender to his extremist partners.”
Jerusalem’s population
The newspaper noted that since 1967, Israel has established settlements on Palestinian land in
East Jerusalem and on land classified as West Bank territory around the city.
In recent years, various proposals have been raised to annex settlements surrounding the city and
increase the proportion of illegal Israeli settlers in the occupied city.
According to Israeli statistics, Jerusalem’s population exceeds 1 million, about 40% of whom are
Palestinians, while Israel seeks to ensure that their proportion does not exceed 20%.
Israeli data indicate that more than 240,000 illegal Israeli settlers live in East Jerusalem and more
than 700,000 in other parts of the West Bank.
The United Nations and the international community consider the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, occupied territory and regard Israeli settlements there as illegal under international
law.
On Sunday, Tel Aviv announced the start of registering land in the occupied West Bank as “state
property,” for the first time since Israel occupied the territory in 1067.
Critics say these steps pave the way for Israel to formally annex the West Bank, which would end
the possibility of establishing a Palestinian state under UN resolutions based on the two-state
solution.
In a landmark opinion in July 2024, the International Court of Justice declared Israel’s occupation
of Palestinian territory illegal and called for the evacuation of all settlements in the West Bank
and East Jerusalem.

Anadolu Agency 16-2-2026
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IOA threatens to uproot hundreds of trees in southern Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) announced its intent on Monday to remove the hundreds
of productive trees in the town of Sur Baher, south of Jerusalem.
The IOA justified the intended measure by claiming the trees are located within what is termed
the “buffer zone” and near the separation wall.
Local sources explained that the order targets large swaths of agricultural land belonging to
Palestinian residents.
They warned that the measure threatens the livelihoods of several families and would inflict
serious environmental and agricultural harm on the area.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-2-2026
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard

Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers escorted by police officers desecrated the Aqsa Mosque’s
courtyards on Monday morning and later in the afternoon, amid tight restrictions on the entry of
Muslim worshipers to the holy site.
According to local sources, at least 337 settlers entered the Mosque in different groups through its
Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the
alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on Muslim
worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of them from entering
the holy site.
The Israeli occupation police have recently escalated restrictions on Muslims ahead of the holy
month of Ramadan, issuing orders that have banned dozens of Palestinians from Jerusalem and
1948 occupied Palestine from entering the Aqsa Mosque.
In a related incident, two Jerusalemite citizens, including a journalist, received orders from the
Israeli police today, banning their entry to the Agsa Mosque for six months.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the Israeli police ordered Jerusalemite journalist
Mohamed al-Sadeq and a young man from the holy city to stay away from the Aqsa Mosque for a
period of six months each.
An Agsa Mosque guard was also handed a similar order today, prohibiting his entry to the Islamic
holy site for six months.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-2-2026
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Israeli authorities bar several Jerusalemite residents from Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli occupation authorities on Monday issued orders barring several Jerusalemite residents
from entering Al-Agsa Mosque and summoned a photojournalist for questioning.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the Israeli authorities issued multiple orders restricting
access to Al-Agsa Mosque for several Jerusalemite residents. Three of the individuals were
barred for six months, while one was barred for one week, with the possibility of renewal
In a related development, the occupation authorities summoned a photojournalist for questioning
at the Qishleh Police Station.

WAFA 16-2-2026
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IOA bars Islamic Awqaf from making Ramadan preparations at Aqsa
Mosque

The Jerusalem Governorate has accused the Israeli occupation authority (IOA) of preventing the
Islamic Awqaf Administration from carrying out its annual preparations to welcome and receive
Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque during the holy month of Ramadan.
Since the beginning of this year, more than 250 Palestinians have received Israeli orders banning
their entry to the Aqsa Mosque, according to the Governorate.
In a statement on Monday, the Governorate also accused the IOA of seeking to impose unilateral
measures contradicting the long-standing historical and legal status quo at the Agsa Mosque.
The Governorate highlighted that all the Israeli unilateral measures in Occupied Jerusalem are
illegal under international law.
The Governorate affirmed that the IOA recently tightened its restrictions on Islamic Awqaf
employees, banishing about 25 staff members from the Agqsa Mosque and arresting four of them,
in an attempt to weaken the Awqaf Department’s ability to manage the Mosque’s affairs,
especially during Ramadan.
It added that the IOA also banned the Awqaf Administration from making preparations at the
Agsa Mosque for the reception of Muslim visitors during Ramadan, including installing canopies
to shield worshipers from sun or rain and setting up temporary outdoor clinics.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-2-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate Warns of De-Facto Annexation

The Jerusalem Governorate said that the agreement announced earlier this month by the so-called
“Ministry of Construction and Housing” in the Israeli occupation government—allocating funds
for nearly 2,780 colonial units near the Adam colony north of occupied Jerusalem—constitutes a
deliberate annexation scheme presented as a routine development plan.

It stressed that the plan functions as a deceptive mechanism to extend the occupation’s municipal
reach beyond the Green Line, forming part of a calculated strategy to impose new sovereignty
arrangements on the ground without an official declaration.

In its statement issued Monday, the governorate said that branding the project as an “expansion of
Adam” is intended to obscure its actual purpose.

Planning documents indicate that the new colonial neighborhood would, in practice, fall under the
administration of the occupation’s Jerusalem municipality, despite being formally described as an
extension of the colony—an effort to mask annexation behind misleading planning language.

The governorate noted that the plan calls for hundreds of colonial units on land geographically
detached from Adam and currently lacking any direct access routes to it, despite earlier proposals
to construct a bridge linking the two areas.

Construction in this zone, it added, would create direct geographic continuity with occupied
Jerusalem, effectively transforming the project into an extension of the Neve Yaakov colony
designated for ultra-Orthodox colonizers.

The planned access road begins and ends in Neve Yaakov, thereby expanding the occupation’s
municipal footprint in practice.

According to the governorate, the acceleration of the project followed sweeping colonial
measures introduced by the extremist occupation finance minister Bezalel Smotrich within the
so-called “Civil Administration,” including new mechanisms designed to fast-track approval of
colonial projects across on more confiscated Palestinians the occupied West Bank—steps that
could enable implementation within a short timeframe.
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It emphasized that these actions expose the occupation’s policy of gradual annexation and the
imposition of de-facto sovereignty, forming part of a broader effort to reshape the geographic and
demographic character of occupied Jerusalem and undermine any political solution grounded in
international law.
On February 3, the so-called “Ministry of Construction and Housing” announced the signing of
an agreement worth nearly 120 million shekels to build approximately 2,780 new colonial units,
along with roads, infrastructure, and various facilities near the Adam colony established on
Palestinian land north of Jerusalem.
All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, in addition to
various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits collective punishment and acts of terror
against civilian populations.
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or
transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the
“individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied
territory”.
Articles 53 and 147, prohibit the destruction of civilian property and classify pillage as a war
crime.

International Middle East Media Center 16-2-2026
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