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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.



gzl

Aol 0 954
othall Jgsoy Loy wdt] Aay)dS ol jshaill il 8yshas (o pdomy 4l
¢ a3
Slelaiel
0 Byaludl ol i OLedd! cpe Iaae Jainyg (nbiall e gty S
1 ool § sl lyly8 selias Jawg Lo gl (a3 ¥ e Ll s S
Y Olgdew By § ylams Jlomo pomitds I A pis o3 gbo
% Lojo & Ogiy skl eMBL ylasey SO
Sldlas
A " oadd " e cpadlod! dadl R X P N RETBYES]
A ad¥l dmad | lesd Jgo Lyt Ggeas guill
M y é ,
). ByS11 § g Ledlyimll cpo bl Ay3 Ligs at
s
\Y " oad¥" s 2319 oo yal el wmsadll iy gy M|
l,g-j)& ‘;bi
V¢ Adawdal) 8,STU0 Gyl g liedl >y
Lol L]
e Safadi: Condemnation of Israel’s Continued Closure of Al-Agsa

Mosque Gates

e During DPA iftar, Awqaf minister says closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque a
crime against Muslims worldwide

e Israel closes the Al Aqsa Mosque compound for 17th day in a row

e Israeli forces issue notices to uproot olive trees northeast of Jerusalem

e Israeli forces assault worshipers, detain several youths at Bab al-
Sahira
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Safadi: Condemnation of Israel’s Continued Closure of Al-Agsa
Mosque Gates

Amman — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman
Safadi met on Monday, March 16, 2026, with Egypt’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International Cooperation, and Egyptians Abroad, Dr. Badr Abdelatty.

Safadi and Abdelatty discussed the repercussions of the dangerous escalation taking place
in the region, prospects for restoring calm, protecting the region from the risk of a
widening conflict, and activating diplomacy as a means to _» = security and stability.
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They also addressed ways to strengthen mechanisms of coordination and joint Arab
action to confront crises and challenges.
The two ministers stressed that focusing on the war with Iran and its repercussions should
not lead to neglecting the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza. They emphasized the need to
fully implement U.S. President Donald Trump’s plan in all its provisions, and to halt
illegal Israeli measures in the West Bank that undermine all chances of achieving a just
peace.
The ministers condemned Israel’s continued restrictions on freedom of worship and the
ongoing closure of the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque/Al-Haram Al-Sharif to worshippers,
describing it as a flagrant violation of international law, the existing legal and historical
status quo, and its obligations as an occupying power. They warned of the dangers of the
continuation of such actions.

Petra 16/3/2026
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During DPA iftar, Awqaf minister says closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque a
crime against Muslims worldwide

Amman, March 16 (Petra) -- Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Mohammad
Khalaileh said that the closure of Al-Agsa Mosque constitutes a crime against Muslims
across the world because of its religious status as Islam’s first qibla and the third holiest
sanctuary.

Khalaileh said during a Ramadan iftar he sponsored, organized by the Department of
Palestinian Affairs (DPA) on Monday, that Jordan, under the leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah II, stands at the forefront of those defending Al-Agsa Mosque at all levels,
noting that the Jordanian and Palestinian peoples are bound by ties of religion,
brotherhood, history and a shared destiny.

He added that Jordan’s compass will always remain directed toward Palestine and
Jerusalem until the Palestinian people obtain their legitimate rights, pointing out that the
Hashemite custodianship over the holy sites in Jerusalem constitutes a historic
responsibility that the Ministry of Awgaf works to carry out through caring for Al-Agsa
Mosque, preserving and maintaining it, and defending it in various international forums.
For his part, DPA Director-General Rafiq Khirfan said the camps have witnessed a
tangible improvement in the level of services and infrastructure thanks to royal initiatives
and government follow-up, which included the development of facilities, health and
educational services, and the rehabilitation of housing, in line with the kingdom’s
comprehensive modernization process.

Meanwhile, chairman of the Palestine Committee in the Lower House, Suleiman Al-
Saud, said the unity of the Jordanian people represents a source of strength for the nation
and a sign of its cohesion in confronting challenges. He stressed the importance of
strengthening the internal front and standing united behind the Hashemite leadership to
protect Jordan’s security and stability amid the crises and conflicts witnessed in the
region.

Member of the Palestine Committee in the Senate, Zuhair Abu Fares, said achieving a
just and comprehensive peace in the region will not be possible without justice for the
Palestinian people and enabling them to establish their independent state on their national
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soil with East Jerusalem as its capital, in accordance with international legitimacy
resolutions.
Speaking on behalf of the camp services committees and advisory bodies, chairman of
the services committee of Madaba Camp, Bilal Abu Tinah, said Jordan pays special
attention to Palestinian refugees residing in camps inside the kingdom. He said the camps
form an integral part of Jordan’s social fabric and that their residents receive care and
attention within the framework of the royal vision that places human dignity and the right
to a decent life at the forefront of priorities.
The iftar was attended by a number of officials, along with heads of camp services
committees and advisory bodies, club presidents, a number of community leaders, and
tribal elders and mukhtars of the camps.
The DPA, which was established in 1988 and operates under the Ministry of Foreign and
Expatriate Affairs, is responsible for overseeing the affairs of Palestinian refugees and
displaced persons in the kingdom, working to improve living conditions in the camps and
strengthening cooperation with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), in addition to highlighting Jordan’s role
in supporting the Palestinian cause.

Petra 16/3/2026
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Israel closes the Al Aqsa Mosque compound for 17th day in a row

Occupied Jerusalem and Ramallah, March 16 (Petra) — Israeli occupation authorities
continued the closure of the Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem, barring the entry of
worshippers to the compound for the 17th consecutive day, under the pretext of security
due to the US-Israeli war on Iran.
"For the first time since 1967, the occupation authorities blocked worshippers from
performing prayers and observing Itikaf (seclusion for worship typically during the last
ten days of Ramadan) at the Al-Agsa Mosque, resulting in the absence of worshippers on
the last Friday of Ramadan," the Palestinian Jerusalem Governorate said in a press
release.
The governorate has warned of rising incitement led by extremist so-called "Temple
Mount" organizations against the Al-Aqsa Mosque, amid the ongoing closure.
"What is happening cannot be considered temporary security measures, as the occupation
authorities claim, but it is part of a political and ideological agenda aimed to alter the
existing religious, historical, and legal status quo at the holy compound," it said.
Meanwhile, Israeli occupation forces launched widespread search-and-arrest raids across
the West Bank and occupied Jerusalem, where 25 "wanted" Palestinians were detained,
including ex-prisoners. The raids triggered clashes in some areas as local residents
confronted troops and Jewish settlers attacking Palestinian property, the Palestinian
Prisoners Club

Petra 16/3/2026
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Israeli forces issue notices to uproot olive trees northeast of Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, March 16, 2026 (WAFA) — Israeli occupation forces on Monday issued
notices ordering the uprooting of olive trees from lands owned by Palestinian residents of
Hizma, northeast of Jerusalem.
According to WAFA correspondent, Israeli forces delivered notices to several residents,
ordering the removal of olive trees from their properties situated along the main road
connecting Hizma and Anata.

Wafa 16/3/2026
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Israeli forces assault worshipers, detain several youths at Bab al-Sahira

JERUSALEM, March 16, 2026 (WAFA) — Israeli occupation forces on Monday night
assaulted Palestinian worshipers while performing Isha and Tarawih prayers in the
vicinity of Bab al-Sahira in the heart of occupied Jerusalem, according to the Jerusalem
Governorate.
It reported that occupation soldiers fired stun grenades at the worshipers and detained
several young men during the unprovoked assault.
Meanwhile, the occupation authorities threatened to shut down the An-Nasr Restaurant in
the Khan al-Zait market in the Old City. The owner was prohibited from preparing and
distributing hot meals to residents and passersby in the Bab al-Amud area, charitable
meals typically provided by donors during the holy month of Ramadan.
The Israeli occupation continues to seal off the Al-Aqsa Mosque and prevent worshipers
from accessing it for the 17th consecutive day, citing security concerns related to the
ongoing regional conflict.
For the first time since 1967, the occupation has prevented worshipers from performing
prayers and I’tikaf inside the mosque throughout the final days of Ramadan, including the
observance of Laylat al-Qadr and the last Friday prayers of the holy month.
The Jerusalem Governorate warned of an upsurge of incitement by extremist "Temple
Mount" groups against the mosque, emphasizing that these measures are not "temporary
security procedures," but rather part of a political and ideological agenda aimed at
altering the long-standing religious, historical, and legal status quo of the Al-Agsa
Mosque.

Wafa 16/3/2026
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