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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.

Ggpal) AL Olgis 00+ i Lol 0g5) duSlal) Lilll &35 ggind o
FCS AN e ol adge B)Lis LSl gl e MY el Sy cdoimlaeiig

www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King receives call from President Abbas
King receives call from Lebanese president

Kanaan: More than a million Palestinians detained since 1967
Ben-Gvir storms the Ibrahimi Mosque under heavy security guard

Cabinet warns against expansion of colonial projects in West Bank, including
Jerusalem
Over 1,200 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque on 4th day of Passover
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King receives call from President Abbas

His Majesty King Abdullah II on Wednesday received a phone call from Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas.
The call focused on the strong bilateral ties, as well as the most recent developments in Gaza and
the West Bank.
The two leaders affirmed the need to step up efforts to de-escalate the situation in the region in
order to achieve comprehensive calm.
For his part, President Abbas said that attempts to target Jordan are also attempts to target
Palestine, with the goal of destabilizing the entire region.

Jordan News Agency 16-4-2025
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King receives call from Lebanese president

His Majesty King Abdullah II on Wednesday received a phone call from Lebanese President
Joseph Aoun.
The call touched on the deep-rooted ties between Jordan and Lebanon, as well as the most
pressing regional developments.
The two leaders also discussed the importance of maintaining coordination to preserve the
security and stability of the region, and counter any attempts to destabilise it.

Jordan News Agency 16-4-2025
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Kanaan: More than a million Palestinians detained since 1967
Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs Secretary-General Abdullah Kanaan said on Wednesday
that the issue of Palestinian prisoners symbolizes Palestinian people's suffering, with more than a
million Palestinians having been arrested and imprisoned since 1967, according to a United
Nations report.
He said in a statement to mark Palestinian Prisoners' Day that after more than 555 days of Israel's
genocidal war on the Gaza Strip, over 10,000 prisoners, including from occupied East Jerusalem,
are held in Israeli prisons.
Prisoners are held in abysmal humanitarian and dangerous conditions, especially after "racist"
legislation by far-right Israeli cabinet minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, which was passed by the
Knesset, under which more than 60 prisoners have died in Israeli jails since October, 2023.
This figure is a testimony of the brutality of the occupation authority, he said, adding that despite
Israel's release of some prisoners, the deteriorating health conditions and signs of torture on their
frail bodies is "a reiteration of the brutal colonialism that is in disregard of international laws and
organizations and human rights and dignity."
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On this occasion, he said, the Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs sends a message to
international public opinion urging support for the Palestinian people, who are all prisoners living
in dire conditions with accelerating Israeli violations and attacks in the full absence of
international organizations that are engaged with other issues and conflicts.
He said the occupation authority is fighting international relief and human rights organizations in
Palestine, including the closure and evacuation of UNRWA headquarters and denying human
rights workers access to Israeli jails.
Kanaan said Jordan, the custodian of Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, will remain a
steadfast supporter of the Palestinians.

Jordan News Agency 16-4-2025
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Ben-Gyvir storms the Ibrahimi Mosque under heavy security guard
The Israeli National Security Minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, stormed the Ibrahimi Mosque in Al-
Khalil in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday, amid tight security measures and a large escort
that accompanied his convoy, as Israeli occupation forces (IOF) closed the Mosque to Muslim
worshippers.

The far-right Israeli minister delivered a speech to the crowds of settlers storming the Ibrahimi
Mosque, and performed Talmudic dances in the courtyards of the Mosque.
Ben-Gvir said in his speech that Israel is going through no easy days, claiming that parties in the
Shin Bet are trying to liquidate him politically to alter the elected government.
This comes as the IOF continues to close the Ibrahimi Mosque to Muslim worshippers since
Tuesday, and only opened to Jewish settlers to celebrate the Jewish Passover holiday.
The Ibrahimi Mosque is located in the Israeli-controlled Old City of Al-Khalil. Besides the
Palestinians, the Old City is forcibly inhabited by about 400 settlers, guarded by about 1,500
Israeli soldiers.
In 1994, Israel divided the Ibrahimi Mosque, allocating 63% of its area for Jews, including the
prayer room, and 37% for Muslims, following a massacre committed by a Jewish settler against
Muslim worshippers during dawn prayer, which resulted in the martyrdom of 29 worshippers.
Based on the division decision, an investigation committee formed by Israel at the time decided to
open the Mosque entirely to Muslims only ten days a year, namely the Fridays of Ramadan,
Laylat al-Qadr, Eid al-Fitr and Al-Adha, the night of Isra’ and Miraj, the Prophet’s Birthday, and
the Islamic New Year, in exchange for opening it completely to Jews for ten days a year on
Jewish religious holidays and events.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-4-2025
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Cabinet warns against expansion of colonial projects in West Bank,

including Jerusalem
The Palestinian Cabinet warned on Wednesday of the grave implications of Israel’s continued
colonial expansion across the occupied West Bank, including Jerusalem, highlighting the latest
colonial plans targeting lands in the villages of Mas'ha and Snerya, in Salfit and Qalqilya
governorates, respectively.
The Cabinet underscored the urgent need to intensify diplomatic and legal efforts to defend the
rights of the Palestinian people in all international forums.
During its weekly session held in Ramallah, the Cabinet also condemned the ongoing incursions
into the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in Jerusalem and the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron by Israeli
colonists, accompanied by extremist ministers and heavily protected by Israeli occupation forces.
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These incursions coincided with the Israeli decision to close the Ibrahimi Mosque to Muslim
worshippers from Tuesday until Wednesday evening.
The Cabinet described these actions as dangerous provocations and a flagrant violation of the
sanctity of religious sites, viewing them as part of Israel’s persistent efforts to Judaize Islamic
holy places.
It reaffirmed that such measures constitute a clear breach of international law, particularly the
Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits violations of freedom of worship or any alteration to
the status quo at religious sites under occupation.
Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa briefed the Cabinet on the outcomes of his recent high-level
meetings with senior officials of the European Union, including foreign ministers of all 27 EU
Member States, held in Luxembourg on Monday.
He expressed his appreciation to EU leaders for their continued political and financial support for
the Palestinian people and national institutions, as well as for their steadfast commitment to the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state and the unification of its institutions.
The Cabinet also reaffirmed its ongoing efforts, in coordination with international partners, to
press for the release of withheld clearance revenues, while continuing internal measures aimed at
curbing the depletion of domestic financial resources.

WAFA 16-4-2025
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Over 1,200 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque on 4th day of Passover
Hundreds of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Aqsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on
Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon on the fourth day of the Passover holiday, amid
tight restrictions on the entry of Muslim worshipers to the holy site.

According to al-Qastal news agency, 1,233 settlers entered the Mosque through its Maghariba
Gate and provocatively toured its courtyards under police escort.

During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the
alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers.
Hundreds of settlers also defiled the Muslim cemetery of Bab al-Rahma, which is located along
the eastern wall of the Agsa Mosque.

Media sources said thousands of settlers gathered at the Aqsa Mosque’s western wall (Buraq
Wall), while others walked in Jerusalem’s Old City streets in groups.

Several settlers were also seen near the Mosque’s gates performing prayers, while others
embarked on singing and dancing in groups outside the Agsa Mosque amid tight police presence
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on Muslim
worshipers at the Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented dozens of them from
entering the holy site.

The Israeli occupation police already transformed Jerusalem and its Old City into a military zone,
deploying thousands of police officers and special forces on their streets and roads to secure the
movement of settler crowds during the week-long Passover holiday, which started last Sunday.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-4-2025
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