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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Jordan Welcomes Formation of Palestinian National Committee for
Administration of Gaza
Thousands perform Friday prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque

EU demands Israel halt E1 settlement project

Israeli forces demolish commercial structure near Bethlehem, uproot
olive groves in Jerusalem

Two Palestinians injured as colonists attack Bedouin community
northeast of Jerusalem

Jerusalem Governorate warns of implementation of “Road 45”
settlement project to consolidate annexation of colonies north of
Jerusalem and east of Ramallah

OIC condemns Israeli minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque
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Jordan Welcomes Formation of Palestinian National Committee for
Administration of Gaza

The Ministry of Foreign and Expatriates Affairs welcomed the formation of the
Palestinian National Committee for the Administration of Gaza (NCAG) as a temporary
transitional body, established pursuant to UN Security Council Resolution 2803, and the
announcement of the launch of the second phase of the comprehensive peace plan.
The ministry also welcomed U.S. President Donald Trump’s announcement of the Peace
Council, commending his leadership and efforts to halt the war on Gaza, his declaration
opposing the annexation of any part of the West Bank, and his push toward achieving
lasting peace in the region. In this context, the ministry expressed appreciation for the
efforts of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the State of Qatar, and the Republic of Tiirkiye.
The ministry’s official spokesperson, Ambassador Fouad Al-Majali, underscored the
importance of supporting the work of the temporary Palestinian National Committee in
carrying out its duties to manage the daily affairs of Gaza’s residents, while preserving
the linkage between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip and maintaining the unity of the
occupied Palestinian territory.
Al-Majali also stressed the necessity of upholding the ceasefire and ensuring the
immediate, sufficient, and unrestricted entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza. He
emphasized the importance of launching early recovery and reconstruction efforts across
the Strip and paving the way for the return of the Palestinian National Authority to
assume its responsibilities in Gaza.
Furthermore, Al-Majali called for concerted international efforts to achieve a just and
lasting peace based on the two-state solution, leading to the establishment of an
independent, sovereign Palestinian state on Palestinian national territory, in accordance
with international legitimacy resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Jordan News Agency 17-1-2026
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Thousands perform Friday prayer at Al-Aqsa Mosque

Despite increased Israeli occupation military restrictions in the Old City, the streets of
occupied Jerusalem, and the vicinity of the mosque, tens of thousands of worshipers
performed Friday prayer at the Al-Agsa Mosque.
Israeli forces blocked worshipers' access to the Al-Agsa Mosque through the Damascus and
Lions' Gates, checking their identification, detaining a number of young men and preventing them
from entering the mosque, arresting others, and issuing some notices prohibiting them from
entering the mosque for varying, renewable periods, according to the Palestinian news agency
WAFA.
Worshipers are still subject to severe limitations from Israeli forces when they access the Al-Aqsa
Mosque, especially on Fridays.
Thousands of Palestinians from the West Bank are prevented by Israeli authorities from traveling
to Jerusalem to pray at Al-Agsa; instead, they must seek special permissions in order to pass
through the military checkpoints that encircle the holy city.

Jordan News Agency 16-1-2026
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EU demands Israel halt E1 settlement project

The European Union has called on Israel to immediately halt its controversial El
settlement project, including plans to construct 3,401 new housing units. The EU also
demanded the cancellation of the “Sovereignty Road” project, which stretches between
the towns of Al-Eizariya and Al-Za’im, east of Occupied Jerusalem. The proposed road
would effectively seal off the area to Palestinian movement, cutting off approximately
3% of the West Bank.
In a statement issued Friday, the EU expressed deep concern over two additional
settlement plans: the ‘“Atarot” project, which targets land belonging to the former
Jerusalem International Airport and would see nearly 9,000 housing units built on 1,243
dunums north of Occupied Jerusalem, and the “Nahlaot Shimon” project in the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood. The latter involves demolishing homes in the Al-Naqgab area to
construct 316 units on the ruins of residences belonging to around 40 Palestinian families.
The EU warned that Israel’s continued settlement expansion constitutes a major obstacle
to peace, threatens to further destabilize the West Bank, displaces thousands of
Palestinians, fragments the territory, emboldens settler violence, and further undermines
the viability of a two-state solution with Jerusalem as a shared capital.
The EU urged the Israeli government to immediately reverse its settlement expansion
plans, stressing that such actions are illegal under international law. This comes after
months of fast-tracking settlement approvals in the West Bank, including in Jerusalem.
The EU also reiterated its call on Israel to uphold its obligations under international law
and to protect the Palestinian population living under occupation.

The Palestinian Information Center 16-1-2026
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Israeli forces demolish commercial structure near Bethlehem, uproot
olive groves in Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces carried out fresh demolition and land-clearing operations on
Thursday, targeting a commercial facility near Bethlehem and olive groves in Jerusalem,
as part of a broader escalation across the West Bank.

Local sources said Israeli occupation forces demolished a commercial structure under
construction in the town of Jenata, east of Bethlehem, south of the West Bank. Military
bulldozers razed the facility, which included metal structures belonging to Fouad Zarina
from Beit Jala.

In Jerusalem, Israeli occupation police forces stormed the town of Qalandiya and began
land-leveling operations. Israeli bulldozers uprooted olive groves near the gate of the
separation wall in the area.

Israeli Police forces also tightened restrictions at the gates of Al-Agsa Mosque, barring a
number of Palestinians from entry as residents marked the anniversary of Al-Isra and Al-
Mi’raj.

In related violations, settler militias raided agricultural lands belonging to the village of
Immatin, east of Qalqgilya, where they cut down olive trees owned by Palestinian
residents.
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The West Bank and Jerusalem have witnessed a sharp rise in Israeli violations and settler
attacks against Palestinians, their land, and property, amid growing Palestinian calls for
accountability and protection.
According to the Palestine Information Center’s (MUTA) database, Israeli forces and
settlers carried out 81,887 violations across the occupied West Bank in 2025 alone. These
included killings, forced displacement, arrests, home demolitions, land confiscation, and
attacks on the education and health sectors, in clear breach of international law and
conventions.

The Palestinian Information Center 15-1-2026
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Two Palestinians injured as colonists attack Bedouin community
northeast of Jerusalem

At least two Palestinians were injured, and several homes and vehicles were set on fire on
Saturday evening in a wide-scale attack by Israeli colonists on the Bedouin community of
Khallet al-Sidra, near the town of Mikhmas, northeast of Jerusalem.
Local sources reported that colonists launched an assault on the community, firing live
ammunition, attacking residents, and setting fire to several homes and vehicles.
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society stated that its teams responded to two injuries
resulting from the assault on civilians near Mikhmas.
This attack is part of a growing series of settler-led assaults, carried out under the
protection of Israeli occupation forces, targeting Palestinian residents and their property
in the area, with the goal of forcibly displacing them from their land.
In recent years, attacks by Israeli colonists on Palestinian communities in the occupied
West Bank have risen significantly. These incidents often involve arson, stone-throwing,
armed assaults, and the destruction of homes, farmland, and vehicles, frequently
occurring with the presence or protection of Israeli occupation forces.
Human rights organizations report that this violence is used as a deliberate tactic to
intimidate residents, limit their access to land, and force Palestinian families to leave
strategically important areas, especially those near settlements and outposts.

WAFA 17-1-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate warns of implementation of “Road 45”
settlement project to consolidate annexation of colonies north of
Jerusalem and east of Ramallah

The Jerusalem Governorate warned of the Israeli occupation authorities’ plan to
implement the “Road 45” colonial settlement project, following announcements that its
construction will begin in the coming weeks with an estimated budget of around 400
million shekels, aiming to consolidate the annexation of colonial settlements north of
Jerusalem and east of Ramallah and link them to the city of Jerusalem.

According to a statement issued by the Governorate, the project seeks to connect
settlements east of Ramallah and north of Jerusalem directly to Route 443, which leads to
Jerusalem and the 1948 territories.
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The plan starts in front of the Mukhmas colonial settlement, established on lands of
Mukhmas village northeast of occupied Jerusalem, and extends west to the Qalandia
checkpoint tunnel, ensuring shorter travel for colonists and direct access to cities inside
the 1948 territories.
The works run alongside major expansions of bypass roads from the Hizma military
checkpoint to Oyoun al-Haramiya east of Ramallah, creating an interconnected network
serving the settlements and reinforcing colonial control, turning northern Jerusalem and
east Ramallah into isolated areas under settler dominance, in a policy described as
“demographic and geographic Judaization.”
The Governorate clarified that Road 45 represents an extension of an old plan dating back
to 1983 under “Military Order No. 50 on Roads,” which aimed to fragment Palestinian
communities and isolate them behind bypass roads. Through this route, the occupation
seeks to integrate the settlements’ infrastructure into its central network, in a practical
attempt to erase the Green Line, impose “de facto sovereignty” on the land, and transform
settlements into suburbs linked to the state center via highways.
The Governorate noted that legal objections by landowners in Jaba‘, Qalandia, Kafr
‘Agab, Al-Ram, Mukhmas, and Barqa were treated as formal measures. Despite ongoing
legal processes, the occupation continued issuing tenders and field work, particularly at
the Qalandia tunnel, reflecting an intent to impose facts on the ground ahead of any
judicial decision and disregard Palestinians’ rights as “protected persons” under
international law.
The Governorate said the project is part of a wider colonial vision to attract hundreds of
thousands of colonists by ensuring transportation, facilitating residence in the West Bank while
maintaining access to Jerusalem.
The plan, said the governorate, not only seizes land but also entrenches a complete system of
segregation, creating an advanced road network for colonists at the expense of fragmenting
Palestinian geography and suffocating the development prospects of the original landowners.
WAFA 16-1-2026
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OIC condemns Israeli minister’s storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned
the storming of Al-Agsa Mosque by Israel’s far-right Minister of National Security,
Itamar Ben-Gvir, under the protection of Israeli occupation forces.
In a statement, the OIC said the move constitutes an extension of ongoing violations and
unlawful plans aimed at altering the historical and legal status quo of Al-Aqsa Mosque.
The organization reaffirmed that Israel, as the occupying power, has no sovereignty over
the occupied city of Jerusalem and its Islamic and Christian holy sites. It stressed that Al-
Agsa Mosque, with its full area of 144 dunums, is an exclusive place of worship for
Muslims.
The OIC also called on the international community to assume its responsibilities and
compel Israel to halt all its ongoing crimes and violations across the occupied Palestinian
territory, including occupied Jerusalem.

WAFA 15-1-2026

ok

Yo



A

Z

A

72
<

&
1 /8N
:n\.\( N

Y1



