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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King receives Christian, Muslim religious leaders from Jerusalem, Jordan
ahead of Christmas
Lower House Pledges Full Support for King’s Efforts on Palestinian Issue

St. Yves Challenges Jerusalem Tax Policy

Israeli Authorities Issue Eviction Orders, Colonizers Seize Homes in
Silwan
Dozens of extremist settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Occupation forces demolish residential structure, assault mayor of
Jerusalem-area town
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King receives Christian, Muslim religious leaders from Jerusalem,
Jordan ahead of Christmas

His Majesty King Abdullah I on Wednesday received Christian and Muslim religious
leaders from Jerusalem and Jordan at Al Husseiniya Palace.

At the meeting attended by His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, His
Majesty’s chief adviser for religious and cultural affairs and personal envoy His Majesty
extended best wishes to Christians in Jordan, Palestine, and around the world on the
occasion of Christmas and the holiday season.

In his remarks during the meeting, Patriarch Theophilos III, Patriarch of Jerusalem and
All Palestine and Jordan, said the Hashemite Custodianship over Muslim and Christian
holy sites in the Holy Land remains a force for good and a fundamental pillar for
achieving balance in times of uncertainty and challenges.

He asserted that the existential threat to the Christian presence in the region is real and
growing, citing ongoing violations and infringements on the right to free access to holy
sites, and warning against the threat of Christian Zionism, which misuses sacred texts for
political purposes.

The patriarch added that Christians in the Holy Land are watching with grave concern the
erosion of the historic arrangements of the status quo and the disturbing violations
committed by extremist groups against Al Agsa Mosque, emphasising their categorical
rejection of these attacks, as any threat to Muslim holy places is a threat to Christian holy
places.

For his part, Jerusalem Awqaf Council President and Director of Jerusalem Awqaf and Al
Agsa Mosque Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Azzam Al Khatib thanked the King for his
keenness to maintain outreach to Muslim and Christian religious figures on numerous
occasions, including the anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ.

He highlighted the importance of the Hashemite Custodianship over holy sites in
Jerusalem, which dates back to the Pact of Umar, warning that escalating Israeli attacks
in Jerusalem seek to legitimise the occupation, alter the religious, historical and legal
status quo at Al Aqsa Mosque, and target waqf and educational institutions.

In his remarks, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, noted
His Majesty’s efforts to reach a ceasefire in Gaza, adding that during his recent visits to
the Strip, priests, nuns, and families praised the King’s diplomatic and humanitarian
efforts to alleviate their suffering.

He added that His Majesty’s Custodianship of holy sites and his continuous support helps
to maintain not only the physical holy sites, but also the human resources necessary for
Christians to remain steadfast in Jerusalem.

The Patriarch said that Jerusalem is the home of the monotheistic religions, and the
King’s efforts serve to protect and preserve this unique tapestry of diverse religious
traditions and sites.

Cardinal Pizzaballa also noted that the year 2030 will mark two thousand years since the
baptism of Christ, and 2033 will mark two thousand years since the Resurrection, adding
that followers of churches from around the world will come to Jordan to mark the
occasions, especially at the Baptism Site of Jesus Christ (Bethany Beyond the Jordan).
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For his part, Archbishop of the Anglican Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem Hussam Naoum
affirmed that the Hashemite Custodianship bolsters the resilience of the Church in
Jerusalem, and is considered a safety valve for Palestinians who remain steadfast in their
land and holy sites.
He warned that violations by Israeli extremists against Muslim and Christian holy sites
cannot be tolerated and must be condemned, stressing the need to preserve freedom of
worship and access to places of worship, including Al Haram Al Sharif and the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
He stressed the importance of combating Zionist ideology in the Church in the West, or
what is known as Christian Zionism, emphasising that it has nothing to do with
Christianity and poses a real threat to the Christian presence in the Levant in general, and
Jerusalem in particular.
Royal Hashemite Court Chief Yousef Issawi, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His Majesty Alaa Batayneh, and Awqaf
Minister Mohammad Khalaileh attended the meeting.

Jordan News Agency 17-12-2025
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Lower House Pledges Full Support for King’s Efforts on Palestinian
Issue

Lower House Speaker Mazen Al-Qadi affirmed that the full parliament stands behind the
efforts led by His Majesty King Abdullah II in defending the causes of the Arab nation,
foremost among them the Palestinian issue.

Al-Qadi’s remarks came during his chairing of part of a meeting held by the
parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign and Expatriate Affairs Ayman Safadi, where the latest developments and updates
on regional and international arenas were discussed.

Al-Qadi praised the efforts of the parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee, chaired by
MP Haitham Ziadin, and its members for holding high-level meetings that reflect the
importance of parliamentary diplomacy and its role in conveying Jordan’s message and
defending its positions in various forums.

He stressed that the Palestinian issue remains a top priority of Jordanian foreign policy,
noting that His Majesty the King is leading continuous international action to end the
occupation, achieve a lasting ceasefire in Gaza, and reject all attempts at displacement,
emphasizing that a two-state solution is the only path to a just and lasting peace.

Al-Qadi affirmed Jordan’s firm stance against any attempts to displace the Palestinian
brothers from the Gaza Strip or the West Bank, reiterating Jordan’s historical
commitment to the Hashemite custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem, which is considered a historical and legal responsibility that is non-negotiable.
For his part, MP Ziadin said the committee affirms its steadfast support for His Majesty
King Abdullah II, expressing pride in the King’s established political and international
positions, which serve the country and enhance its comprehensive progress.

He added, "Jordan, under the leadership of His Majesty the King, moves forward with
confidence and determination toward further achievements, relying on a clear vision and
firm positions on various Arab, regional, and international issues, foremost among them
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the Palestinian issue, reflecting Jordan’s leading role and its commitment to supporting
security, stability, and peace in the region."
Committee members also stressed the importance and effectiveness of Jordan’s role in
supporting the Palestinian brothers to achieve their legitimate rights on their national
land.
The Foreign Minister reviewed the efforts of Jordanian diplomacy, led by His Majesty
King Abdullah II, in serving Jordan’s national interests and addressing Arab issues and
regional developments, particularly the Palestinian issue.
Safadi reaffirmed Jordan’s firm stance in supporting the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people to end the occupation, achieve freedom, and establish an independent
Palestinian state with full sovereignty on the June 4, 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as
its capital, based on a two-state solution.
He reiterated the necessity of maintaining the ceasefire in Gaza and fully implementing
its terms, stressing Israel’s obligations under the agreement and international law, and
calling for the immediate, sufficient, and sustainable entry of humanitarian aid into the
Gaza Strip, which continues to suffer an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, in addition to
reconstruction efforts, preventing displacement, and launching a genuine path to a just
and comprehensive peace based on a two-state solution in accordance with international
legitimacy resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.
Safadi noted that Jordan continues to make every possible effort in coordination with
brothers and partners to halt the dangerous escalation and unilateral Israeli measures in
the occupied West Bank, affirming Jordan’s continued role in protecting and caring for
the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, based on the historic Hashemite
custodianship.
Regarding developments in Syria, Safadi reiterated the continuous directives of His
Majesty the King on the necessity of supporting sister Syria in the reconstruction process
on foundations that ensure its unity, sovereignty, stability, security, and the safety of its
territory and citizens.
Safadi emphasized that Jordan addresses regional and international issues with a clear
policy grounded in principles, objectives, and flexibility in tools, in service of Jordan’s
interests, security, stability, and Arab causes.
He reaffirmed that Jordanian diplomacy works to serve Jordan’s political, economic,
investment, and commercial interests, among other areas, to contribute to the
development process, in addition to providing the best services to Jordanians abroad,
which remains a priority for the ministry.

Jordan News Agency 14-12-2025
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St. Yves Challenges Jerusalem Tax Policy

Catholic  rights  center  fights  Arnona  hikes  imposed on  Palestinian
communities: Jerusalem Municipality Continues the “Arnona War”: Cancellation of
Category “D” and Tax Increase on 14 Palestinian Neighborhoods.

According to the Arnona property tax law applied by the Jerusalem Municipality,
residential properties are divided into four zones: Zone (A) is the most expensive, while
Zone (D) is the least.
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Recent data clearly indicates that the municipality is moving toward abolishing this
gradation and gradually raising the Arnona tax, effectively unifying the tariff at the
highest category, without regard for economic disparities or the level of municipal
services.
At the beginning of 2025, Zone (A) classification will be imposed on all new apartments
completed or registered in the Arnona records after January 1, 2020, across all
neighborhoods of Jerusalem, including marginalized areas located behind the Annexation
Wall.
By this decision, Arnona in these neighborhoods was equated with that of affluent West
Jerusalem areas such as Rehavia, Talbiya, Ein Kerem, and others—despite the vast
differences in infrastructure and services.
In this context, it should be noted that the St. Yves Catholic Center for Human Rights
filed a preliminary petition against the Jerusalem Municipality and the Ministers of
Interior and Finance (High Court of Justice Case No. 25-08-35357), demanding the
cancellation of the “new apartments™ classification. The case is still under consideration
before the Israeli court.
For 2026, the municipality is requesting approval of an additional and profound change
affecting buildings constructed before January 1, 2020, by abolishing Zone (D) and
merging it with Zone (C).
This change covers 14 neighborhoods or parts thereof, including:

e The Old City within the walls.

o Kafr Aqab.

e Qalandia—Atarot.

e Ar-Ram—Atarot.

e Anata.

e Sur Baher.

o Jabal al-Mukabber.

o Beit Safafa—Sharafat.

o Tantur.

o Parcels of land and built-up areas adjacent to Beit Sahour, Bethlehem, Beit

Jala, and Abu Dis that were included within the expanded municipal
boundary of Jerusalem after 1967.

Apartments larger than 120 m?: 91.08 shekels per square meter instead of 74.46 shekels
— an increase of 22.3%.
Apartments smaller than 120 m?: 64.24 shekels per square meter instead of 46.35 shekels
— an increase of 38.6%.
According to the municipality’s own data, abolishing Zone (D) will affect 22,683
residential apartments across the city.
This amendment alone is expected to generate an additional 31 million shekels annually
in Arnona tax revenue.
In recent months, the municipality has launched an unprecedented campaign to register
buildings in neighborhoods located behind the Annexation Wall in the Arnona records,
recently extending to Shu’fat refugee camp.
This step signals a clear intention to expand registration to all Palestinian neighborhoods
behind the Annexation Wall.
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The St. Yves institution affirms that it will continue to oppose these policies, which
directly and unjustly harm the most marginalized Jerusalem neighborhoods that have
long suffered from deliberate neglect and severe shortages in municipal services.
If the decision to abolish Zone (D) is approved, the institution will file a new preliminary
petition against this unjust measure, which completely ignores the absence of services
and imposes unjustified tax burdens on Jerusalem’s most vulnerable residents.
St. Yves (The Catholic Center for Human Rights) is both a legal defense organization and
a moral voice, combining courtroom litigation with grassroots empowerment and
international advocacy.
It plays a critical role in contesting policies like residency revocations, demolitions, and
tax hikes that deepen inequality in Jerusalem.

International Middle East Media Center 18-12-2025
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Israeli Authorities Issue Eviction Orders, Colonizers Seize Homes in
Silwan

Israeli occupation authorities on Wednesday delivered eviction notices to Palestinian
citizen Khalil Basbous and his son Bilal in the Baten al-Hawa neighborhood, while illegal
paramilitary Israeli colonizers seized the homes of brothers Nasser and Ayed Rajabi and
their mother in the same neighborhood, in Silwan, south of the Al-Agsa Mosque in
occupied Jerusalem in the West Bank.

Both actions were carried out in favor of the extremist “Ateret Cohanim” colonization
group, under the pretext of alleged “Jewish ownership” of the land.

The eviction orders require the Basbous family to vacate their two homes by January 5.
Local sources said the properties shelter eight family members, including children,
raising fears of imminent displacement and denial of their right to housing.

Residents described the move as part of a systematic policy to empty the neighborhood of
its Palestinian population in favor of expanding colonization.

In the Rajabi case, colonizers raised the Israeli flag over the seized homes after the family
was forcibly evicted days earlier.

The takeover was also executed in favor of “Ateret Cohanim,” which has been at the
center of efforts to expand colonization in Silwan.

Baten al-Hawa has witnessed a dangerous escalation in forced evictions and property
seizures, forming part of a wider colonization plan aimed at altering the demographic
character of the area and imposing a new reality by force.

Palestinian officials and human rights groups stress that these actions constitute a flagrant
violation of international law and UN resolutions.

Ateret Cohanim bases its lawsuits on claims of “Jewish ownership dating back to 1881,”
asserting that approximately 5.2 dunams of Baten al-Hawa land belonged to a Jewish
trust for Yemenite Jews. These claims were revived in 2015 and have since drawn dozens
of Palestinian families into protracted court battles.

Israeli courts rely on the 1970 “Legal and Administrative Matters Law,” which allows
Jews to “reclaim property lost in East Jerusalem in 1948.”



Palestinians, however, are barred from reclaiming their own properties in West Jerusalem
under the “Absentee Property Law” of 1950. This discriminatory legal framework has
enabled Ateret Cohanim to pursue mass evictions.

Human rights groups have noted that the trust Ateret Cohanim claims to manage is
effectively a fictitious entity run entirely by the colonialist group, in violation of its
founding charter.

Despite this, Israeli courts continue to uphold its claims. As one Israeli legal analyst
observed, “The law is applied in a way that privileges one community while denying the
same rights to another.”

Strategic Targeting of Silwan

Baten al-Hawa, located just 400 meters from Al-Agsa Mosque and home to nearly 10,000
Palestinians, is among the most targeted areas in Silwan.

Analysts note that the evictions are part of a broader plan to link colonialist outposts
around Al-Agsa, consolidating Israeli control over the Old City’s surroundings.

U.S. Funding and the Continuation of Palestinian Dispossession

Ateret Cohanim, the Israeli colonialist organization driving evictions in occupied East
Jerusalem, is sustained by millions of dollars in tax-deductible donations from the United
States.

Its New York—registered charity, American Friends of Ateret Cohanim, has raised more
than ten million dollars over the past decade to finance lawsuits, property seizures, and
settlement expansion in Silwan and the Old City.

The injustice inflicted on Palestinian families today cannot be separated from the original
dispossession of 1948.

During the Nakba, more than 750,000 Palestinians were expelled or fled from their
homes, and Israel has since refused to allow their return, despite UN General Assembly
Resolution 194, which affirms the right of refugees to return to their homes and receive
compensation.

That denial remains at the heart of the conflict: Palestinians are barred from reclaiming
their properties in West Jerusalem under the Absentee Property Law of 1950, while
Jewish claimants are permitted to pursue restitution in East Jerusalem under the 1970
“Legal and Administrative Matters Law.”

This double standard entrenches a system of legal apartheid, where one community’s
rights are recognized and enforced, while another’s systematically erased.

The funds raised abroad are not neutral. They are deployed to finance lawsuits that force
Palestinian families out of homes they have lived in for generations, to purchase or seize
properties in Silwan, and to sustain religious institutions that train students in the
ideology of colonialist expansion.

Each eviction in Baten al-Hawa echoes the original expulsions of 1948, extending the
Nakba into the present day. Families who survived one wave of displacement are now
subjected to another, under the cover of Israeli courts that critics say function as
instruments of occupation rather than impartial justice.

International law is clear: the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits the forcible transfer of
protected populations under occupation. The UN Security Council, most notably
in Resolution 2334, has reaffirmed that Israeli settlements in occupied territory have “no
legal validity” and constitute a “flagrant violation” of international law.
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Yet Israel continues to build and expand colonies and enforce evictions, while foreign
charitable structures provide the financial lifeline that makes these violations possible.
The injustice is therefore twofold. Palestinians are denied their historic and
internationally guaranteed rights to return to the homes and lands from which they were
expelled in 1948, and they are simultaneously subjected to ongoing displacement in East
Jerusalem today.
What is presented as a legal dispute over property is in fact the continuation of a
decades-long project of erasure, financed by tax-exempt donations abroad and enforced
through discriminatory laws at home.
All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around
occupied East Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva
Convention in addition to various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They
also constitute war crimes under International Law.
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits collective punishment and acts of
terror against civilian populations.
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also
prohibits the “individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected
persons from occupied territory”.

International Middle East Media Center 17-12-2025
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Dozens of extremist settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem
on Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon, on the third day of the Hanukkah
holiday, under tight protection from Israeli police forces.
According to Jerusalemite sources, at least 251 Jewish settlers entered the Mosque
through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under police guard.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic
prayers, especially in the eastern area of the Mosque and at the staircase leading to the
plateau of the Dome of the Rock building.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of
them from entering the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-12-2025
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Occupation forces demolish residential structure, assault mayor of
Jerusalem-area town

Israeli occupation forces demolished a residential structure today at the eastern entrance
to the town of Al-Sawahra, southeast of Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate stated in a brief statement that the structure belonged to
Samer Al-Araj, without providing further details.
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The Governorate added that a number of colonists attacked the structure four days ago

but withdrew after residents confronted them.

It also noted that Israeli occupation forces assaulted the mayor of Al-Sawahra, Issa

Jaafar, after raiding the area.

The same sources indicated that the occupation forces also bulldozed land belonging to

Muhammad Arheil Al-Jahalin in the Al-Hadab area of Abu Dis, southeast of Jerusalem.
WAFA 17-12-2025
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