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» This report expresses the writer's view.

2B & 29 b pam Jual (e BRI Gams Hlaisb dll dd oo Bpaidl ok o
S gD a9 33 yBil pome e S i

» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Thousands gather at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque for 1st Tarawih 22
prayer of Ramadan
Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque, amid restrictions on Muslim 23
worshipers
Israel orders closure of East Jerusalem’s Burj al-Luqluq community 23
center for 6 months

Palestinian child injured by Israeli forces in Anata 24
Israel seizes land in Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem 25
Occupation forces demolish agricultural structures east of Jerusalem 25

Young man injured in colonist attack northwest of Jerusalem 25
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Thousands gather at Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa Mosque for 1st Tarawih prayer of
Ramadan

Israeli police deploy inside mosque compound as worshippers mark start of Muslim holy
month amid mounting restrictions.

Thousands of Palestinians performed the first Tarawih prayer of the Muslim holy month
of Ramadan on Tuesday evening at Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque compound as Israeli
police maintained a visible presence across the site.

Worshippers filled the mosque’s covered prayer halls and open courtyards, while Sheikh
Yusuf Abu Sneineh, the preacher of Al-Agsa Mosque, led the evening prayers, according
to eyewitnesses.

Footage shared online showed Israeli police stationed inside the compound and moving
among worshippers during the prayers.

Earlier in the day, Sheikh Mohammed Hussein, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and the
Palestinian territories, announced that Wednesday would mark the first day of the
Muslim holy month.

“The crescent of Ramadan has been sighted in accordance with Islamic legal
procedures,” he said, confirming that Feb. 18, 2026 corresponds to the first day of
Ramadan 1447 in the Islamic calendar.

The prayers came against the backdrop of heightened tensions in occupied East
Jerusalem, particularly in and around the Old City and the Al-Agsa compound, where
Israeli authorities have stepped up security measures, including arrests and temporary
bans against religious figures and activists.
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The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor said Israeli restrictions across the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem, had intensified ahead of Ramadan, affecting access to
places of worship.
According to figures cited by the Jerusalem Governorate, more than 250 orders barring
Palestinians from entering Al-Aqsa have been issued since the beginning of 2026.
On Monday evening, Israeli police detained Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abbasi, the imam of
Al-Agsa Mosque, before releasing him and issuing a one-week ban from the mosque,
renewable, the governorate said.
Israel has intensified operations in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, since
launching its military campaign in Gaza on Oct. 8, 2023. Palestinians view the escalation
-- including killings, arrests, displacement and settlement expansion -- as a step toward
formal annexation of the territory.
In a landmark opinion in July 2024, the International Court of Justice declared Israel’s
occupation of Palestinian territory illegal and called for the evacuation of all settlements
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Anadolu Agency 17-2-2026
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque, amid restrictions on Muslim worshipers

Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers escorted by police officers desecrated the Agsa
Mosque’s courtyards on Tuesday morning and later in the afternoon, amid tight
restrictions on the entry of Muslim worshipers to the holy site.
According to local sources, dozens of settlers entered the Mosque in different groups
through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic
prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of
them from entering the holy site.
The Israeli occupation police have recently escalated restrictions on Muslims ahead of the
holy month of Ramadan, issuing orders that have banned dozens of Palestinians from
Jerusalem and 1948 occupied Palestine from entering the Aqsa Mosque.
The Palestinian Information Center 17-2-2026
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Israel orders closure of East Jerusalem’s Burj al-Luqluq community center for 6
months

Burj al-Laqglaq is historic landmark in East Jerusalem dating back to Ayyubid and
Ottoman periods and serves as major community center in Old City.

Israeli authorities closed the Burj al-Laglaqg Community Association in the Old City of
occupied East Jerusalem for six months on Tuesday, its director said.

Munther Idkeidek told Anadolu that police forces raided the association’s headquarters
and delivered an order requiring its closure for six months.

“The order claims the association operates with funding from the Palestinian Authority.
This is completely false and has no basis whatsoever,” Idkeidek said.
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He added that a team of lawyers would challenge the Israeli decision.
Police entered the association’s headquarters in the Old City and enforced the closure, he
said.
According to the text of the order signed by National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
and reviewed by Anadolu, the decision followed information that “activity of the
Palestinian Authority, or on its behalf or under its sponsorship, was taking place at Burj
al-Laqlaq without written authorization.”
Burj al-Laqglaq is a historic landmark in East Jerusalem, dating back to the Ayyubid and
Ottoman periods, and serves as a major community center in the Old City.
The association operates on 9.5 dunams of land adjacent to the Old City’s historic wall
and hosts sports, intellectual and social activities throughout the day. The Al-Agsa
Mosque can be clearly seen from the association’s headquarters.
The association was established in 1991 to “preserve the land of Burj al-Laqlaq from
Israeli settlements,” Idkeidek said.
Palestinians say the land is the only site in East Jerusalem where the Palestinian
Legislative Council once convened. In 1998, members of the first council, headed by
Ahmed Qureia, gathered there but faced what they described as a major assault by Israeli
police.
Since its founding, the association has provided services to children and youth in the Old
City and has expanded to become one of the largest associations in East Jerusalem.
Idkeidek earlier told Anadolu that the center serves children, youth and women in East
Jerusalem. He said the facility includes a main soccer field, a basketball court used for
girls’ training and a tent hosting sports activities such as judo and tackwondo.
Between 300 and 500 people visit the association daily to participate in its programs, he
said.
Israel has closed dozens of Palestinian institutions in East Jerusalem over the years.
The closure of Burj al-Laglag came two days after the Israeli government approved a
proposal to register large areas of the West Bank as “state property,” for the first time
since Israel occupied the territory in 1967.
Palestinians warn that Israel’s actions pave the way for a formal annexation of the
occupied West Bank, which they say would end the possibility of establishing a
Palestinian state as outlined in United Nations resolutions.

Anadolu Agency 17-2-2026
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Palestinian child injured by Israeli forces in Anata

A Palestinian child was injured by Israeli forces on Tuesday evening in the town of
Anata, northeast of occupied Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the child, Walid Jibril Muttawar, was hit by a
rubber-coated bullet during an Israeli army raid on Anata and the Shuafat refugee camp,
during which soldiers also fired stun grenades and tear gas.

WAFA 17-2-2026
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Israel seizes land in Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation authorities announced on Tuesday the seizure of 286 square meters of
land in the town of Beit Hanina, north of occupied Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate said the Israeli army issued a seizure order claiming the land
for “military purposes.” The targeted area is located within the Jerusalem side of the

Israeli segregation barrier.
WAFA 17-2-2026
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Occupation forces demolish agricultural structures east of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces demolished several agricultural structures east of occupied
Jerusalem on Tuesday morning.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that Israeli bulldozers carried out the demolitions in

the village of Arab al-Jahalin, east of Jerusalem.
WAFA 17-2-2026
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Young man injured in colonist attack northwest of Jerusalem

A young man sustained bruises early Tuesday morning after settlers attacked a group of
young men northwest of Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate reported that settlers attacked young men from the village of
Nabi Samuel, northwest of Jerusalem, resulting in injuries to Amer Barakat, who was

subsequently taken to the hospital for treatment.
WAFA 17-2-2026
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