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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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FM Meets UNRWA Commissioner-General.

Occupation Turns Jerusalem’s Old City into a Military Barracks.
Colonists attack vehicles northeast of Jerusalem.

Israel continues closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque for 18th day; Jerusalem
Governorate: exceptional closure is exclusive authority of Wagqf.
Occupation policies in Jerusalem: Engineered demographics, armed
settlers.
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FM Meets UNRWA Commissioner-General

Amman - Petra - Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign and Expatriate Affairs
Ayman Safadi received on Tuesday the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), Philippe Lazzarini.
Safadi emphasized the significant humanitarian role UNRWA plays in Gaza, which continues
to face a humanitarian disaster due to the destruction caused by Israeli aggression, as well as
Israel’s ongoing restrictions on the entry of sufficient and sustainable aid into the territory.
He also stressed the importance of ensuring UNRWA’s continued operation, noting that the
agency provides indispensable services to Palestinian refugees in its five areas of operation,
and called for an end to Israel’s systematic campaign to restrict the agency, impose unlawful
limitations, and curtail its vital role in the occupied Palestinian territories.
Safadi commended Lazzarini’s extensive efforts during his tenure as UNRWA
Commissioner-General, which concludes on June 30, and reaffirmed Jordan’s appreciation
for his humanitarian work in supporting Palestinian refugees and advancing their causes.
Petra 17/3/2026
Fokok

Occupation Turns Jerusalem’s Old City into a Military Barracks

Arab48 — Israeli occupation forces have recently imposed a heavy security presence in
Jerusalem’s Old City, effectively turning it into a military barracks by deploying hundreds of
police officers across the area stretching from Wadi al-Joz to Damascus Gate and Lions’
Gate.
The Jerusalem Governorate stated that “Isha and Taraweeh prayers are currently being held
in the streets, in the areas of Herod’s Gate and Damascus Gate, amid a complete and tight
closure of the Old City.” It added that “on Laylat al-Qadr, occupation forces besieged
worshippers at Herod’s Gate, threatened to suppress them, and prevented Jerusalemites from
entering the Old City, praying at Al-Agsa Mosque, and observing Laylat al-Qadr within its
sacred.”
Meanwhile, occupation authorities continue to close Al-Aqsa Mosque and prevent
worshippers from accessing it for the sixteenth consecutive day, citing security conditions
linked to the war on Iran.
For the first time since 1967, worshippers have been prevented from performing prayers and
i‘tikaf at Al-Agsa Mosque, with their absence marking the last Friday of the holy month of
Ramadan.
The Jerusalem Governorate had also warned of a dangerous escalation in incitement rhetoric
led by so-called extremist “Temple organizations” against Al-Agsa Mosque, amid ongoing
closure measures. It stressed that what is happening cannot be considered temporary security
procedures, as claimed by the occupation, but rather falls within a political and ideological
agenda aimed at altering the existing religious, historical, and legal status quo at the blessed
Al-Agsa Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 17/3/2026
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Colonists attack vehicles northeast of Jerusalem

JERUSALEM - Israeli colonists attacked vehicles belonging to Palestinian citizens on
Tuesday evening at the Jaba roundabout, northeast of occupied Jerusalem, causing damage to
several vehicles without any reported injuries.
Eyewitnesses said that a group of colonists threw stones at passing cars at the roundabout,
amid repeated attacks in various areas across the Jerusalem Governorate.
In recent months, areas surrounding and near Israeli colonies in the Jerusalem Governorate
have been subjected to recurring attacks on Palestinian residents and their property, as part of
a policy of pressure aimed at forcing residents to leave their villages and homes.

Wafa 17/3/2026
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Israel continues closure of Al-Aqsa Mosque for 18th day; Jerusalem
Governorate: exceptional closure is exclusive authority of Waqf

JERUSALEM - Israeli occupation authorities have continued the closure of Al-Agsa Mosque
compound in occupied Jerusalem to Muslims worshippers for the 18th consecutive day,
citing security pretexts.

The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed its firm rejection of this measure, stressing that its
position does not stem from ignoring considerations related to the safety of worshippers, or
downplaying the importance of preserving lives, but rather from a firm legal and political
principle concerning the authority exclusively entrusted with managing the affairs of Al-Agsa
Mosque and all other holy sites in Jerusalem.

It clarified that the management of the Al-Agsa Mosque, including organizing entry and
opening or closing its gates when necessary, is an exclusive authority of the Islamic Waqf
Department in Jerusalem, affiliated with the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf, Islamic Affairs
and Holy Places, based on the Hashemite custodianship over the Islamic and Christian holy
sites in Jerusalem, a custodianship that is internationally recognized, and even implicitly and
practically acknowledged by the occupying authorities themselves through long-standing
agreements.

It pointed out that the recent experience during the COVID-19 pandemic provides clear
evidence of the competent authority; the decision to close Al-Agsa Mosque at that time was
not issued by the Israeli police, but rather by the Islamic Waqf Department itself, which made
the decision voluntarily and responsibly, based on its duty to protect worshippers and limit
the spread of the pandemic. This confirms that managing the affairs of the mosque, including
exceptional closure decisions, is an inherent right of the Waqf and not within the purview of
any other entity.

It considered any intervention by the Israeli police in closing Al-Agsa Mosque or regulating
access to it as a direct violation of these authorities and an attempt to impose a new reality
that strips the Waqf of its legal and religious role, undermining one of the key pillars of the
historical and legal status quo in Jerusalem.

It noted that the danger of this measure lies not only in the closure of Al-Agsa Mosque itself,
but also in establishing a dangerous precedent that opens the door to transforming this
intervention into a systematic policy. If occupation authorities monopolize the decision to
open and close holy sites, they could, in the future, prevent worship at any time under the
pretext of “security” or in response to pressure from settler groups seeking to impose
Judaization in the Old City, especially targeting Al-Agsa Mosque.
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According to the statement, this behavior is not limited to Al-Aqsa Mosque alone, but
extends to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, reflecting a boarder trend toward security
control over Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem, in clear violation of international
law and the historical arrangements governing the administration of these holy places.
For the first time since 1967, Israeli authorities have prevented worshippers from performing
prayers and religious rituals at the Al-Agsa Mosque, as worshippers were absent from the last
Friday of the holy month of Ramadan.

Wafa 17/3/2026
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Occupation policies in Jerusalem: Engineered demographics,
armed settlers

Amid rapidly shifting regional dynamics and a world distracted by cascading crises, Israeli
policies in occupied Jerusalem are accelerating with alarming intensity. What is unfolding is
not a series of isolated measures, but a coordinated campaign to reshape the city’s
demographic and legal reality, tightened security restrictions, relentless settlement expansion,
and the systematic arming of settlers all converging toward one objective: exclusive Israeli
control over a city sacred to multiple faiths.

A recent weekly report issued by the Palestinian National Office for the Defense of Land and
Resistance of Settlement Activity documents this escalation between March 7 and 13, 2026,
warning of its grave political and humanitarian consequences.

A deliberate demographic overhaul

According to the report, Israeli authorities are pursuing systematic and discriminatory
policies aimed at altering Jerusalem’s demographic and religious balance. These include
home demolitions, forced displacement, severe movement restrictions, and direct interference
in freedom of worship.

Nowhere is this more visible than at Al-Agsa Mosque, where restrictions have escalated to
the point of closure to Muslim worshippers for the third week of Ramadan, measures the
report insists cannot be justified by security concerns alone, but must be understood as part of
a broader strategy to consolidate control over the city.

UN data cited in the report indicates that between 2021 and 2025, 144 Palestinians were
killed in Jerusalem, over 11,555 arbitrarily detained, and more than 1,732 homes and
structures demolished.

Education under siege

The assault extends beyond land and security into the very fabric of Palestinian society,
education. Israeli legislation targeting the operations of UNRWA and its schools in East
Jerusalem has triggered a sharp deterioration in educational conditions.

These measures, the report argues, violate international legal protections granted to
humanitarian and international institutions. Their consequences are profound: the potential
collapse of the educational system and the denial of schooling to thousands of Palestinian
students.

Meanwhile, more than 7,000 Palestinians living in 33 Bedouin communities around
Jerusalem face the constant threat of displacement due to demolitions, land confiscation, and
deprivation of basic resources.

Discriminatory laws and the militarization of settlers

At the legal level, discriminatory property laws form a cornerstone of this system.
Palestinians are denied the right to reclaim property lost in the 1947-1949 war, while Jews
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are granted the legal pathway to recover claims from that same period, a dual legal regime
widely viewed as incompatible with international humanitarian and human rights law.
Simultaneously, a dangerous new phase is unfolding: the expansion of policies to arm Israeli
settlers, led by National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir.
Under these measures, residents of 41 additional Jewish neighborhoods in Jerusalem are now
eligible for personal firearm licenses, potentially extending weapons access to the majority of
the city’s approximately 600,000 Jewish residents. Since late 2023, more than 250,000
Israelis have been armed, with particular focus on settlers in the West Bank and security-
designated zones.
Escalating violence and forced displacement
The consequences are already visible. The report warns that expanding settler armament is
likely to intensify violence against Palestinians, violence that has surged dramatically since
the outbreak of war in Gaza in October 2023.
Recent months have seen a marked rise in settler attacks, often carried out under the
protection of Israeli forces. Palestinian estimates suggest a 25% increase in such attacks since
the escalation of regional war involving Iran, with multiple incidents resulting in deaths and
injuries.
At the same time, Bedouin communities are being systematically uprooted. In one case,
residents of the Shakara community near Duma, south of Nablus, were forced to dismantle
their homes and flee after repeated settler assaults.
The looming threat is even larger: 14 Bedouin communities in the E1 area east of Jerusalem
face potential displacement to make way for a major settlement project linking Ma’ale
Adumim to Jerusalem, a move that would sever the geographic continuity of the West Bank.
Exploiting a distracted world
Palestinian observers argue that this acceleration is no coincidence. With global attention
consumed by regional wars and crises, the current moment provides political cover to push
forward long-prepared settlement plans.
For Palestinian communities, especially Bedouin populations, this translates into an
existential struggle: a fight not only for land, but for survival itself, in the absence of
meaningful international protection.
Despite dwindling resources, these communities remain on the front line, their continued
presence serving as one of the last barriers against the full consolidation of settlement
expansion. What is at stake is not merely territory, but the future of Palestinian existence in
Jerusalem and across the West Bank.

The Palestinian Information Center 17/3/2026
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The Dome of Ascension was built in
commemoration of Prophet
Muhammad's (PBUH) ascension to
heaven (Al-Mi'raj). It is a small
octagonal dome based on 30 marble
columns, the open space between the
columns was later sealed using marble
slabs. The Dome has a niche pointing
towards the Qibla, and its main
entrance is located on its northern
side. What makes this Dome stand out
is the smaller dome on top of it that
looks like a crown. The Dome's
accurate year of construction and its
founder's name remain unknown, it
was renovated by Prince Ezz Ad-Din
Ottoman Ibn Ali Az-Zanjabily, the
Governor of Jerusalem, during the
Ayyubid King Al-Adel's reign in 597
AH/ 1200 AD.

The Dome of the Ascension (Ayyoubi Ear)

$oLT Ailed ad pis sLiy e Weall sin cads
Lol (e lagws (i (e willud Ad dulads
b Ll plsydl 71690 Buee¥l s Lo 3lel aBg
& Ll ol Ly adleidl adl o
1S5 &9 il s iy i gid) A
o g dle bl (Lo dome aidl 79y
A5y . O g-ma Ly paly Ll )9 s Lasdd!
el 3 ¥l 21 YL /2 04V sl Lasas
e @ ool Joie el e o Olele
BIA a9 gl (¢S g..ﬁ Jolad! lalud
ddiy Lo Lol (e 3855 1800 4B 3525 2l
O liiay 59w Filud! § aall cilSy 7z L)
il g Ly Ladass o3 451 Y] yolia !

ERCSSIN NN PR

V1




