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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Palestinian ministry describes Israeli plan to seize properties near Al-Aqsa
Mosque as ‘ethnic cleansing’.
Israel to raise military compound on ruins of UNRWA office it razed.

Jerusalem Governorate says Israeli approval of seizure of Bab al-Silsila
properties targets Palestinian presence.
Dozens of settler’s defile Aqsa Mosque.

Israeli forces raid town, refugee camp north of Jerusalem.
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Palestinian ministry describes Israeli plan to seize properties near Al-
Aqsa Mosque as ‘ethnic cleansing’

Foreign Ministry says move aims to expand settlement control around Al-Agsa in occupied East
Jerusalem.
The Palestinian Foreign Ministry condemned the Israeli approval of a plan to seize Palestinian
properties near Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, describing the move as “ethnic
cleansing.”
In a statement Sunday, the ministry denounced what it described as an Israeli scheme targeting
properties in the Bab al-Silsila neighborhood adjacent to Al-Agsa Mosque inside Jerusalem’s Old
City.
It described the move as a “dangerous colonial step” aimed at expanding settlement control
around Al-Agsa and displacing Palestinians from occupied East Jerusalem.
It warned that targeting Bab al-Silsila, one of the main historical routes leading to Al-Agsa
Mosque, reflects a systematic Israeli policy aimed at emptying areas surrounding Al-Agsa of their
Palestinian residents and imposing new realities on the ground.
The ministry called on the international community, including the UN and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), to reject the measures and provide
protection for Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied East Jerusalem.
Earlier Sunday, the Jerusalem governorate said the Israeli government approved a plan to seize
between 15 and 20 Palestinian properties, including buildings and Islamic endowments dating
back to the Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman eras.
The governorate said the plan was based on a recommendation by former Israeli Minister of
Jerusalem Affairs and Jewish Tradition Meir Porush and a government decision dating back to
1968 under the pretext of “enhancing Jewish control and security.”
In recent years, Israeli authorities and settlement organizations have intensified efforts to seize
Palestinian properties in occupied East Jerusalem, particularly in the Old City and the
neighborhoods of Sheikh Jarrah and Silwan.
The UN considers settlements in the occupied Palestinian territories illegal under international
law and warns that they undermine the prospects of a two-state solution.

Anadolu Agency 18-5-2026
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Israel to raise military compound on ruins of UNRWA office it razed

Israeli forces forcibly entered the UNRWA headquarters on January 20 and demolished it using
bulldozers and heavy machinery.

Israel's cabinet has approved a plan to build a “defense compound" on the site of the recently
demolished premises of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in occupied
East Jerusalem.

Israel, in January, demolished structures inside the UN Palestinian refugee agency's occupied
East Jerusalem compound after seizing the site last year, in an act condemned by the agency,
rights groups and the international community as a violation of international law.

In a joint statement, the defense ministry and Jerusalem municipality said on Sunday the new
compound would include a military museum, a recruitment office, and a defence minister's office.
Defense Minister Israel Katz called the decision one of "sovereignty, Zionism, and security".
UNRWA had not used the building since the start of last year after Israel ordered it to vacate all
its premises and cease its operations.

A UNRWA spokesperson declined to comment on the Israeli plan.
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The agency operates in East Jerusalem, which the UN and most countries consider territory

occupied by Israel, as it was captured from Jordan in the 1967 Middle East war.

UNRWA also operates in Gaza, the occupied West Bank and elsewhere in the Middle East,

providing schooling, healthcare, social services and shelter to millions of Palestinians.

Israeli forces forcibly entered the UNRWA headquarters compound in the Sheikh Jarrah

neighborhood of occupied East Jerusalem on January 20 and demolished it using bulldozers and

heavy machinery.

Israeli far-right minister Itamar Ben-Gvir visited the demolition site of the UNRWA

headquarters.

Israeli forces raised the Israeli flag over the UNRWA building, while bulldozers were

demolishing the buildings.

A spokesperson for UNRWA said that no country has ever removed or replaced the UN flag from

UN premises and demolished its facility in the way Israel has done in occupied East Jerusalem

The UN special rapporteur on the occupied Palestinian territory has cited the demolition of a

UNRWA compound in East Jerusalem as a sign of a broader attack on the UN system

Over 300 UNRWA employees have been killed by Israel in Gaza.

"There is nothing more symbolic or justified than establishing the new defense recruitment office

and defense establishment institutions precisely on the ruins of the former UNRWA compound,"

Katz boasted.

Israel has killed more than 72,600 people, mostly women and children, and wounded over

172,000 since October 2023.

Despite a ceasefire that took effect on October 10, 2025, the Israeli army has continued its

attacks, killing over 870 people and wounding more than 2,540 others, according to Gaza’s health

ministry.

UNRWA has accused Israel of conducting "a large-scale disinformation campaign" against it.
TRT World 17-5-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate says Israeli approval of seizure of Bab al-Silsila
properties targets Palestinian presence

Israeli occupation authorities approved on Sunday a plan to seize Palestinian properties in the Bab
al-Silsila neighborhood, adjacent to the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in the Old City of occupied
Jerusalem. The Jerusalem Governorate described the move as a dangerous escalation of
colonialism aimed at displacing Jerusalemite residents and consolidating Israeli control over the
area surrounding Al-Agsa.

According to the decision, the Jewish Quarter Development Company in Jerusalem will be
authorized to carry out the seizure and expropriation operations, as it is the entity responsible for
managing the so-called "Jewish Quarter" within the Old City.

In a press statement, the Jerusalem Governorate said that the decision comes in implementation of
a previous recommendation approved by the former Israeli Minister of Jerusalem and Heritage, to
activate a confiscation order dating back to 1968, under the pretext of "strengthening Jewish
control and security" in the area.

It added that the plan targets between 15 and 20 historic Palestinian properties along the Bab al-
Silsila road, owned by Jerusalemite families, and including buildings and Islamic endowments
dating back to the Ayyubid, Mamluk, and Ottoman periods.

The governorate emphasized that the Bab al-Silsila neighborhood is one of the most important
historical passageways leading to the Al-Aqgsa Mosque compound, and that targeting it is part of a
systematic Israeli policy aimed at emptying the area surrounding Al-Agsa of its Palestinian
residents and imposing new Judaizing realities within the Old City.
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It explained that the targeted area contains prominent historical and Islamic landmarks, including
the Tashtamariyya School, and indicated that in 1968, the occupation authorities seized
approximately 116 dunams of land in the Old City under the pretext of "public benefit." This
formed the basis for expanding the so-called "Jewish Quarter" from five dunams before 1948 to
approximately 133 dunams afterward, mostly through the confiscation of private Palestinian
property.
The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed that the decision constitutes a blatant violation of
international law and UN resolutions concerning occupied Jerusalem, calling on the United
Nations, UNESCO, and international institutions to intervene urgently to halt the Judaization
policies and the confiscation of Palestinian properties in the Old City and the vicinity of the Al-
Aqgsa Mosque.

WAFA 17-5-2026
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Dozens of settler’s defile Aqsa Mosque

Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers escorted by police officers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in
Occupied Jerusalem on Sunday morning and later in the afternoon, amid tight restrictions on the
entry of Muslim worshipers to the holy site.
According to local sources, over 440 settlers entered the Mosque in different groups through its
Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards in the morning.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the
alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police-imposed movement and entry restrictions on Muslim
worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of them from entering
the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-5-2026
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Israeli forces raid town, refugee camp north of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces raided the town of Anata and Shuafat refugee camp north of occupied
Jerusalem on Sunday evening.
Local sources told WAFA that the occupation forces stormed Anata and closed a road within the
town, obstructing the movement of residents and vehicles.
The sources added that the occupation forces also raided Shuafat refugee camp north of Jerusalem
and deployed in several of its streets. No detention or injuries were reported.

WAFA 17-5-2026
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