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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Prime Minister, Qatari Counterpart Review Strategic Ties, Regional Issues
Jerusalem Patriarch, churches say Christian Zionism threatens Christianity

Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque
Israeli occupation issues notice to seize land in Al-Bustan neighborhood in Silwan

Israeli forces raid town near Jerusalem
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Prime Minister, Qatari Counterpart Review Strategic Ties, Regional

Issues
Amman, Jan. 18 (Petra) — Prime Minister Jafar Hassan on Sunday held talks with the
Qatari Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani, focusing on advancing bilateral relations and reviewing key
regional developments.
On regional issues, Hassan said the repercussions of the war on Gaza continue to pose a
serious challenge to the region, alongside the deteriorating situation in the West Bank and
Jerusalem amid ongoing extremist violations by the Israeli government. He highlighted
Qatar’s role in efforts aimed at promoting regional stability, particularly initiatives
seeking to end the war on Gaza.
In turn, Al Thani said the positions of Jordan and Qatar, guided by their respective
leaderships and sustained coordination, are aligned and mutually supportive on various
issues, foremost among them the Palestinian cause and the Syrian crisis. He said closer
coordination among the two countries and other nations is essential in light of
accelerating regional and international challenges.

Petra 19/1/2026
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Jerusalem Patriarch, churches say Christian Zionism threatens
Christianity

Senior clergy say outside agendas are fracturing Christian unity in the Holy Land and
undermining their authority.

Senior Christian leaders in Jerusalem have issued a warning against outside interference
threatening the unity and future of Christianity in the Holy Land, singling out “Christian
Zionism” and political actors linked to Israel.

In a statement released on Saturday, the Patriarchs and Heads of the Churches in
Jerusalem said recent activities by local individuals advancing “damaging ideologies,
such as Christian Zionism”, “mislead the public, sow confusion, and harm the unity of
our flock”.

The church leaders warned that these efforts have found support among “certain political
actors in Israel and beyond”, accusing them of pushing an agenda that could undermine
the Christian presence not only in the Holy Land but across the wider Middle East.

The intervention comes amid growing concern among Palestinian Christians that Israel’s
policies — including land confiscation, illegal settlement expansion, and pressure on
church property — are accelerating the erosion of one of the world’s oldest Christian
communities.

A powerful strand of evangelical Christianity in the United States continues to shape
political and financial support for Israel, drawing growing concern from church leaders in
Jerusalem.

Many Christian Zionists also embrace the “prosperity gospel”, which teaches that
blessing Israel brings personal and financial reward.

Critics say these beliefs translate into donations and political backing for Israel’s
settlement enterprise, entrenching occupation while marginalising Palestinian Christians
and undermining the historic churches of the Holy Land.

The patriarchs said they were also “deeply concerned” that individuals promoting these
agendas have been “welcomed at official levels both locally and internationally”, calling
such engagement an intrusion into the internal life of the churches.

“These actions constitute interference in the internal life of the churches,” the statement
said, accusing outside actors of disregarding the authority and responsibility of
Jerusalem’s historic Christian leadership.

Threats to Christians’ existence

It is unclear which recent events the statement is referring to; however, a recent report by
the Council of Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem found “threats to Christian
heritage — particularly in Jerusalem, the occupied West Bank, and Gaza alongside issues
of unjustified taxation — are the source of ongoing concerns that threaten the existence of
the community and the churches”.

The report also called for an “urgent need to protect Christian communities and our
places of worship extend throughout the West Bank, where settler attacks increasingly
target our churches, people and properties”.

On Wednesday, a senior Palestinian church body condemned Israeli restrictions that
prevent teachers from the occupied West Bank from reaching schools in occupied East
Jerusalem, warning that Christian education is under direct attack.

YA



The Higher Presidential Committee for Church Affairs in Palestine said Israeli authorities
have sharply limited work permits for West Bank teachers, disrupting lessons and
denying hundreds of students their right to education.
The committee rejected arbitrary and systematic measures imposed by the Israeli
occupation, saying they have hit Palestinian schools across Jerusalem, with Christian
institutions particularly affected. It said the restrictions have delayed the start of the
second semester and paralysed the education process.
According to the committee, Israel’s permit regime and military checkpoints have
become the main tools used to block teachers from reaching classrooms, restrict
movement and weaken educational institutions. It said these practices amount to
collective punishment and reflect a policy of racial discrimination prohibited under
international law.
Church officials said Israeli authorities have suspended the permits of dozens of teachers
outright while slashing the number of days others are allowed to work. They said at least
171 teachers and staff have been affected.
The committee warned that the targeting of Christian schools forms part of a broader
Israeli policy aimed at undermining Palestinian education and eroding the Palestinian
Christian presence in Jerusalem.
It said the measures are designed to exhaust teachers and students alike, weaken
community life and entrench Israeli control over the city at the expense of its Indigenous
Christian population.

Al Jazeera 18-1-2026
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem
on Sunday morning, under tight protection from Israeli police forces.
According to the Islamic Awqaf Administration in the holy city, at least 124 settlers
entered the Mosque in groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under
tight police guard in the morning.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic
prayers, especially in the eastern area of the Mosque and at the staircase leading to the
plateau of the Dome of the Rock building.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of
them from entering the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-1-2026
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Israeli occupation issues notice to seize land in Al-Bustan neighborhood
in Silwan

The Israeli municipality of West Jerusalem on Sunday notified residents of Al-Bustan
neighborhood in the town of Silwan of its intention to seize one dunum and 100 square
meters of land in the neighborhood, under the pretext of establishing a gardening and
parking project.
The head of the occupation municipality, Moshe Lion, claimed in his notification that
these areas are classified as “vacant lands” under the Local Authorities Law of 1987.
The Jerusalem Governorate warned in a statement that this measure represents a blatant
legal manipulation aimed clearly at preventing citizens from using their land or
demanding permits, especially after a series of systematic demolitions that targeted the
area recently, stressing that the occupation seeks to create a legal cover for a silent
process of seizure and ethnic cleansing.
The governorate noted that this escalation follows a measure taken by occupation
authorities earlier this month, when they notified the seizure of about 5.7 dunams of land
in the neighborhood under the same pretext, claiming they are “vacant lands,” while in
reality these areas contain the rubble of homes that were once inhabited and were forcibly
demolished by the occupation, with their owners barred from rebuilding or using them, in
an attempt to distort the land’s status and consolidate control.
It stressed the invalidity of the municipality’s claim that this seizure would be for
“temporary use” for five years, affirming that on-the-ground realities and the prior
experiences of Jerusalemites indicate the occupation’s intent to entrench a permanent
colonial presence that prevents any Palestinian urban expansion, especially after the
demolition of 35 structures in the neighborhood since October 7, 2023, the latest of which
was the home of citizen Shafiq Ahmed Abu Shafiq at the end of last year.
It pointed out that these steps represent the most dangerous phase in targeting the Al-
Bustan neighborhood, which is home to around 1,500 residents living in 120 homes, as
they face an organized and multifaceted attack. The occupation classifies 80 percent of
the neighborhood’s homes as structures threatened with immediate demolition under the
racist “Kaminitz Law,” which is used as a tool to financially exhaust residents through
the renewal of exorbitant fines despite prior payment.
The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed that the systematic daily pressure policy, including
road closures, detentions, and the demolition of the sit-in protest tent, all aim to force
residents into forced displacement to empty the area adjacent to Al-Agsa Mosque, calling
on the international community to intervene immediately to stop this legal and
humanitarian crime aimed at completing the “Judaization ring” around the Old City of
Jerusalem.

WAFA 18-1-2026
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Israeli forces raid town near Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces raided the town of Qatanna, northwest of occupied Jerusalem,
on Sunday evening.
Local sources told WAFA that the occupation forces stormed the town and set up a
military checkpoint at its entrance, stopping and searching vehicles and checking the IDs
of Palestinian residents, causing traffic disruptions.
The same sources added that occupation soldiers deployed around the town's entrance,
but no arrests were reported.
This raid comes as part of the restrictive policies pursued by the occupation forces against
towns and villages in the Jerusalem Governorate, through military checkpoints and
repeated incursions.

WAFA 18-1-2026
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