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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.

5 Agzrg Sl 9B Sl el sl (335She ol QUST 39 Loyl Crnoial (o BpRH
duoyd (5 ety Lo ¢l ] dsslusd dioylomall o Binedt olgu QUSUI Y 50
Aabiseall yladl gy e g

o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King, Kuwait emir discusses regional developments.
King, Kurdistan Region PM discuss current regional developments.

Israel expands Al-Aqsa bans as experts warn of push to change status
quo.

Worship in Jerusalem has been overshadowed by oppression and fear.

Israeli police arrest Sheikh Raed Salah in Occupied Jerusalem.
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King, Kuwait emir discusses regional developments

Amman - Petra - His Majesty King Abdullah II and Kuwait Emir Sheikh Meshal Al
Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah, during a phone call on Wednesday, discussed the current
developments in the region.

The call addressed the need to stop Iran’s attacks on Jordan, Kuwait, and other countries
in the region, and to utilize dialogue and diplomatic channels to resolve conflicts.

His Majesty spoke about his recent tour of Gulf states, emphasizing that the security of
the Gulf is fundamental to the security and stability of the region and the world.

The King warned of the danger of the current developments being exploited to restrict
worshippers’ access to Al Aqsa Mosque and create new facts on the ground in the West

Bank and Gaza.
Petra 18-3-2026
skokok

King, Kurdistan Region PM discuss current regional developments

Amman - Petra - His Majesty King Abdullah II and Prime Minister of the Kurdistan
Region in Iraq Masrour Barzani, during a phone call on Wednesday, discussed the
developments in the region.

His Majesty called for an immediate end to Iranian aggression against countries in the
region, and for a comprehensive and sustainable de-escalation achieved through dialogue
and diplomatic channels.
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The King also warned of the danger of the current developments being exploited to

impact the situation in the West Bank, Jerusalem, and Gaza.
Petra 18-3-2026
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Israel expands Al-Aqsa bans as experts warn of push to
change status quo

Israeli occupation authorities have intensified their policy of banning Palestinians from
Al-Agsa Mosque, issuing a six-month ban against Jerusalem activist Nafisa Khweis as
part of a broader crackdown targeting worshippers and activists.
Local sources said the decision is part of a growing wave of expulsion orders, with
around 400 bans issued in February alone against Palestinians from entering Al-Agsa and
Jerusalem’s Old City.
The measures also include travel bans and restrictions targeting activists, journalists, and
former detainees.
Analysts say the policy aims to limit Palestinian presence at the holy site and reshape
control over it.
Jerusalem affairs expert Abdullah Marouf warned that the ongoing closure of Al-Agsa,
particularly during Ramadan, is a deliberate “test phase” by Israeli forces to assess their
ability to impose new realities on the ground.
He said the measures are not directly tied to current regional tensions but are being
implemented under that pretext to justify changes to the Mosque’s administrative and
religious status.
Marouf added that Israel is seeking to establish itself as the sole authority over Al-Agsa,
sidelining the role of the Islamic Waqf and reducing Palestinian influence in Jerusalem.
Despite the restrictions, Palestinians continue to gather near the Mosque’s gates to pray,
signaling ongoing resistance to the measures.

The Palestinian Information Center 18/3/2026
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Worship in Jerusalem has been overshadowed by
oppression and fear

By Dania Abul Haj

My friend and I were standing near Damascus Gate, observing how empty the Old City
of Jerusalem was during the last stretch of Ramadan, when we noticed that we had
become surrounded by more than a dozen fully armed Israeli police officers.

In a climate designed to intimidate, my friend proposed that we leave for the sake of our
safety. As we walked away, we acknowledged the new status quo enforced by Israel: a
general atmosphere of looming fear, more entrenched than ever before.

For the rest of the night, we walked the streets of Jerusalem, discussing how much our
city has changed over the past few years. From a city that would normally be filled with
worshippers going to pray, it is now heavily militarized.

Our minds wandered back a decade to when Jerusalemites flooded the streets to protest
Israel’s installation of security barriers at Al-Agsa Mosque complex, rejecting any sort of
Israeli control over our religious sites. Today, such scenes would be met with brutal
military repression and vindictive repercussions.
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As we continued to walk, we saw Israeli forces randomly stopping young Palestinian men
and subjecting them to degrading physical searches, unwarranted and unjustified — a
provocative practice that has now been normalized in Jerusalem.

During my visit to the Old City, I was only able to enter Al-Agsa Mosque once. Even
then, most gates were closed by Israeli authorities, with a designated route drawn through
metal barriers and an intensified police presence.

Ever since the war on Iran started, Al-Aqsa Mosque complex has been locked down, with
Israeli authorities citing concerns for the safety of worshippers. The irony is all too
apparent amid more than two years of genocide in Gaza and myriad oppressive policies
targeting all Palestinians across the occupied territories, enacted by Israeli authorities and
settlers, often in collaboration.

Entrenching control

It seems clear that Israel is using the war on Iran as a thinly veiled excuse to expand its
control over religious sites in Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied Palestinian
territories.

This is especially apparent given the context of other measures taken against such sites in
recent days, including Israel’s decision to revoke the Hebron municipality’s planning and
construction authority over the Ibrahimi Mosque, and instead transferring these powers to
Israeli entities.

Many of the recent conversations I’ve had with friends and family in Jerusalem have
revolved around the lack of any future prospects in Palestine, considering the tightening
grip of Israel’s occupation. Wherever you look, the deteriorating reality glares back at
you, breaking your soul again and again.

I don’t know if there’s a level of language mastery that would enable me to truly express
what it is like to be Palestinian

My friend, a Said Foundation alumnus, noted how out of touch scholarship applications
can be, asking Palestinians to describe our five- or seven-year plans. Whether we have a
home, or are even still alive, remain our primary day-to-day questions.

I complained to another friend about the long and humiliating queues at checkpoints,
after having spent nine hours total on two separate occasions commuting from Jerusalem
to Ramallah in one week. As I explained how degrading it felt, she told me: “They want
to make us angry; they want us to lose our minds, and because you do not want to give
them what they want, you cannot allow it to get to you.”

I rarely speak about my own lived experiences as a Palestinian, despite the fact that I've
worked on Palestine-related matters for the past 10 years. In a sense, I’ve always
considered myself to be a bit more privileged, having lived a less difficult life as a
Jerusalemite.

In reality, this feeling has been manufactured by an occupation that has successfully
fragmented the lived realities of Palestinians on the basis of their geographical location —
a crucial tool of apartheid. This results in a fake sense of privilege for being “less”
subjugated.

Decades of impunity

In moments like these, it overwhelms me just how much we’ve normalized less brutal
forms of repression under the facade of “privilege”. In a city where you are constantly in
direct contact with your occupier, your continued existence becomes your sole means of
resistance.
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The current situation in the occupied Palestinian territories puts the international
community at a critical crossroads. Israel’s utter disregard for international law is a direct
result of the continued inaction of the global community.
Decades of impunity granted to the Israeli state can no longer be addressed with empty
condemnations.
If the world has any real interest in safeguarding the international rules-based order, then
states must undertake much stronger economic and diplomatic sanctions. Otherwise, the
repercussions for the entire world will be irreversible.
In his book 1984, George Orwell described his protagonist Winston’s thoughts on a
seemingly bleak life, and the feelings of discontent and alienation that arise in a
dystopian society.
“He meditated resentfully on the physical texture of life. Had it always been like this? ...
Always in your stomach and in your skin, there was a sort of protest, a feeling that you
had been cheated of something that you had a right to,” Orwell wrote.
“It was true that he had no memories of anything greatly different ... Why should one
feel it to be intolerable unless one had some kind of ancestral memory that things had
once been different?”
I don’t know if there’s a level of language mastery that would enable me to truly express
what it is like to be Palestinian. I speak both English and Arabic fluently, and all the
words that exist cannot even begin to describe the life we’ve been cheated out of living
and knowing. Always, in every fiber of one’s existence, there’s a feeling of protest —
always completely justified.

The Palestinian Information Center 18/3/2026
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Israeli police arrest Sheikh Raed Salah in Occupied Jerusalem

Israeli police forces arrested Sheikh Raed Salah, head of the Islamic Movement in Israel,
on Wednesday evening while he was in Occupied Jerusalem.
Witnesses reported that a special Israeli police unit arrested Sheikh Salah while he was in
the occupied city to attend a Ramadan iftar with a Jerusalemite family before taking him
to the Al-Maskobiyya interrogation center.
His lawyer, Khaled Zabarqa, said that the arrest followed a speech delivered by Sheikh
Salah, which he described as “powerful,” while Israeli authorities claimed the arrest was
due to “conduct likely to incite disorder.”
According to local sources, Sheikh Salah was detained from inside his private vehicle
while on his way to attend the iftar amid escalating Israeli measures targeting leaders and
activists in Occupied Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Information Center 18/3/2026
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