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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Over 75,000 Palestinians attend Friday prayers at Al-Aqsa amid
Israeli restrictions

Israeli police bar Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa preacher from entering
mosque for Friday prayers

Israeli municipality forces Jerusalemite to raze his own house

Israeli forces block Palestinian students from reaching schools near
Jerusalem

Israeli occupation authorities prevent Palestine Red Crescent elections
in Jerusalem

Israeli colonists storm Al-Aqsa Mosque under police protection
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Over 75,000 Palestinians attend Friday prayers at Al-Aqsa amid Israeli
restrictions

Hundreds of Israeli police officers were deployed around Old City, witnesses say.
More than 75,000 Palestinians offered weekly Friday prayers in congregation at the Al-
Agsa Mosque in occupied East Jerusalem, despite ongoing Israeli restrictions imposed
since October 2023, according to Islamic authorities.
The Islamic Waqf Department in Jerusalem said in a statement that over 75,000 Muslim
faithful were able to access the mosque compound.
Hundreds of Israeli police officers were deployed around the Old City, including its
alleys and at the external gates of the compound, witnesses said.
Israeli police stopped several young Palestinians in the area and checked their
identification documents, an Anadolu correspondent reported.
Since the start of the Gaza war in October 2023, Israeli authorities have barred
Palestinians from the occupied West Bank from entering Jerusalem to pray at Al-Agsa.
Access has been largely restricted to residents of East Jerusalem and Palestinians holding
Israeli citizenship.
Israeli police reopened the mosque last week after a 40-day closure, during which
Palestinians were prevented from performing five consecutive Friday prayers throughout
March and April. The compound was reopened on April 10.
Israeli authorities had also closed both the Al-Agsa Mosque, the third holiest place in
Islam, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre since Feb. 28, citing measures to prevent
gatherings amid the military confrontation with Iran.
The move marked an unprecedented development, as it led to the suspension of Eid al-
Fitr prayers at Al-Agsa for the first time since Israel’s occupation of East Jerusalem in
1967.

Anadolu Agency 17-4-2026
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Israeli police bar Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa preacher from entering mosque
for Friday prayers

Sheikh Ikrima Sabri prevented from reaching compound without legal order, his office
says.

Israeli police prevented Al-Agsa Mosque preacher Ikrima Sabri from entering the
Muslim holy mosque on Friday to perform prayers, without providing a reason, according
to his office.
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An official in Sabri’s office told Anadolu that “Israeli police stopped him at the Lions’
Gate and barred him from reaching the mosque despite his attempt to attend prayers.”
Sabri’s office said in a statement that Israeli forces prevented him from entering shortly
before prayers, adding that his legal team confirmed the move was carried out “without a
formal legal order.”
Sabri serves as imam and preacher of Al-Agsa Mosque and heads the Higher Islamic
Council in Jerusalem.
The ban comes about two years after restrictions were imposed on Sabri’s access to the
mosque, including administrative measures and strict limitations, according to the
statement.
The local Higher Islamic Council in Jerusalem condemned the move, describing it as an
“illegal police thuggery.”
The council said Israeli police “have no authority over Al-Agsa Mosque and that the
decision lacked any legal basis.”
Authority over the mosque belongs to the Islamic administration, the council added,
describing the measures as “invalid,” saying they are enforced “by military power,”
which has turned the city into “military barracks.”
It also said police are restricting worshippers’ access to the mosque and limiting the work
of the Islamic Waqf administration.
In recent years, Israeli authorities have issued multiple orders barring Sabri from entering
the Al-Agsa Mosque and from traveling, and have detained him several times for
questioning.

Anadolu Agency 17-4-2026
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Israeli municipality forces Jerusalemite to raze his own house

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) forced on Saturday a Palestinian resident to
demolish his own home in the east Jerusalem neighborhood of as-Suwannah under the
pretext of building without a permit.
According to the Jerusalem Governorate, Sami al-Ayyubi demolished his own home
under an Israeli municipal order to avoid paying more fines and costs for noncompliance.
Built on a 70-square-meter plot of land, the home had stood in the holy city since 2016.
Al-Ayyubi explained that the Israeli municipality imposed heavy fees on him to obtain
the construction license, which he could not afford, in addition to a monthly fine of 700
shekels that had continued for three years before the final demolition order was issued.
The Palestinian Information Center 18-4-2026
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Israeli forces block Palestinian students from reaching schools near
Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces barred multiple school students from crossing a checkpoint on
Saturday, blocking their access to schools between the neighborhoods of Al-Sawahra Al-
Gharbiya and Al-Sawahra Al-Sharqiya, east of occupied Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed that the children aged between 7 and 15 were
stopped at the Al-Shayah Checkpoint, under the pretext that their names were not listed.
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The residents appealed to human rights organizations and institutions to pressure Israeli
authorities to open the checkpoint so the children could join their classmates in the
schools of Al-Sawahra Al-Sharqiya.
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Israeli occupation authorities prevent Palestine Red Crescent elections
in Jerusalem

Israeli occupation authorities prevented the holding of elections for the administrative
body of the Palestine Red Crescent Society in Jerusalem, which were scheduled to take
place tomorrow, Friday.
The Jerusalem Governorate said in a brief statement that Israeli occupation intelligence
issued a decision banning the elections scheduled for Friday.
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Israeli colonists storm Al-Aqsa Mosque under police protection

Israeli colonists stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in occupied Jerusalem on
Thursday under the protection of Israeli occupation forces, according to local sources.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that dozens of colonists stormed the Al-Agsa
courtyards near the Dome of the Rock, where they performed Talmudic and provocative
rituals.
Al-Aqgsa Mosque, the third holiest site in Islam, has long been witnessing frequent Israeli
provocations, including repeated raids by colonists escorted by Israeli forces, restrictions
on Muslim worshippers, and attempts to assert control over the compound.
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