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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King inaugurates Baptism Site International Orthodox University, directs
government to support Baptism 2030 Initiative.
Foreign minister, Lithuanian counterpart discusses ties, regional
developments.
UN calls on Israel to honor inviolability of UNRWA sites after decision to
convert compound into defense office.
Jerusalem Governorate condemns Israel's plan to turn UNRWA compound
into military facilities.
Israel to establish defense offices in former UNRWA compound.

Dozens of settler’s defile Aqsa Mosque.

Palestinian young man martyred after Israeli forces chase and fire at his
car in O. Jerusalem.
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King inaugurates Baptism Site International Orthodox University,
directs government to support Baptism 2030 Initiative

His Majesty King Abdullah II inaugurated the Baptism Site International Orthodox
University (BIO Uni) on Monday, at the Baptism Site of Jesus Christ (Bethany Beyond
the Jordan), and directed the government to adopt and support the initiative to
commemorate two thousand years since the baptism of Jesus Christ in 2030, which was
put forward by the Council of Church Leaders in Jordan.
During a meeting with Christian religious leaders from Jordan and Palestine at the
Baptism Site—attended by His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, His
Majesty’s chief adviser for religious and cultural affairs and personal envoy—the King
highlighted the need for the 2030 initiative’s action plan to focus on improving
infrastructure and operational services at the Baptism Site.
His Majesty said he will be following up closely on progress in implementation of the
action plan for the 2030 initiative. The Royal directive is in line with the King’s efforts to
safeguard holy sites and preserve the Christian presence in the region, while serving to
reaffirm Jordan’s status as home to some of the most important Christian sites and holy
places in the region and the world.
For his part, Greek Orthodox Archbishop and Head of the Council of Church Leaders
Archbishop Christophoros Atallah praised His Majesty’s support for the 2030 initiative,
highlighting the importance of developing programmers and strategic plans in
coordination with the Council of Church Leaders in Jordan.
The Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, noted that the 2,000th
anniversary of the baptism of Jesus Christ in 2030 is not merely a historical occasion, but
an opportunity to reaffirm the values of unity, harmony, and mutual understanding.
He also expressed his gratitude to the King for his support for the initiative and his
commitment to promoting the values of dialogue and peace, noting that these efforts are
aligned with the Hashemite Custodianship over Muslim and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.
For his part, the Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem and Primate of the Episcopal Church
in Jerusalem and the Middle East Hosam Naoum said the 2030 initiative focuses on local
preparations by preparing the site, developing infrastructure and services, and training
staff to welcome pilgrims and visitors from within the Kingdom and abroad.
He added that the initiative would also involve working with churches and Christian
organizations around the world, particularly in the West, to encourage participation in the
commemoration of the baptism at its place of origin, which has both spiritual and global
historical significance.
The 2030 initiative to commemorate two thousand years since the baptism of Jesus Christ
focuses on a number of strategic objectives, which include the narrative and religious
events associated with the occasion, the development of Christian pilgrimage tourism
products, the promotion of the Baptism Site of Jesus Christ (Bethany Beyond the Jordan)
and other religious tourism sites at regional and global levels, and the development of
infrastructure and the upgrading of operational services at the Baptism Site and other
religious and tourist sites in Jordan.

The Royal Hashemite Court 18-5-2026
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Foreign minister, Lithuanian counterpart discusses ties, regional
developments

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi on Monday held talks with
Lithuanian Foreign Minister Kestutis Budrys on ways to strengthen bilateral relations and
expand cooperation across a range of sectors.
The two ministers affirmed the strong ties between Jordan and Lithuania and stressed the
importance of enhancing cooperation in the fields of economy, investment, defense,
education, tourism and cybersecurity, among others, according to a Foreign Ministry
statement.
They also agreed to hold the first round of political consultations between the two
countries in the coming months to develop a roadmap outlining priority areas of
cooperation and practical steps to deepen bilateral ties.
During his visit to Lithuania, the first by a Jordanian foreign minister, Safadi highlighted
the importance of the Jordan-European investment conference, which the Kingdom is set
to host later this year, describing it as “an opportunity to strengthen economic
cooperation and encourage Lithuanian investors and business leaders to explore
opportunities in Jordan.”
The ministers also reviewed regional developments and ongoing efforts aimed at de-
escalation and restoring security and stability in the region.
Safadi briefed his Lithuanian counterpart on the serious deterioration in the occupied
West Bank resulting from illegal Israeli measures that undermine the two-state solution,
which Lithuania supports as the path towards achieving peace.
He stressed the need for coordinated international efforts to halt these measures to
preserve prospects for a just peace and uphold international law.
The talks also covered the situation in the Gaza Strip and the importance of ensuring
stability and removing Israeli obstacles hindering the immediate and unrestricted entry of
humanitarian aid.
Safadi also expressed appreciation for Lithuania’s support for the two-state solution and
efforts aimed at promoting regional stability.
Also on Monday, Safadi met with Deputy Speaker of the Lithuanian Parliament Viktorija
Cmilyté-Nielsen, with discussions focusing on enhancing cooperation in several key
sectors of mutual interest, as well as regional and international issues.

Jordan Times 18-5-2026
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UN calls on Israel to honor inviolability of UNRWA sites after decision
to convert compound into defense office

'Israel is under obligation to honor and respect the inviolability of all UN premises,
including for UNRWA,' says UN.

The UN said Monday that it called on Israel to "honor and respect”" the inviolability of all
UN premises after an Israeli decision to convert the demolished former UN agency for
Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) headquarters in East Jerusalem into a military and
defense compound.

"Obviously, the UNRWA sites are UN premises, and they're meant to be inviolable," UN
deputy spokesman Farhan Haq told reporters.
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He added that the UN "raised concerns about exactly what's happened to the site, the way
it was invaded, the way it was taken over," adding that those concerns "still apply."
"As a party to the 1946 convention on the privileges and immunities of the UN, Israel is
under obligation to honor and respect the inviolability of all UN premises, including for
UNRWA," he added.
On Sunday, the Israeli government approved plans to establish an office for Defense
Minister Israel Katz, an Israeli army museum, and a military recruitment office on the site
of the former UNRWA compound in Sheikh Jarrah in occupied East Jerusalem.
A joint statement by Israel’s Defense Ministry and the Jerusalem municipality said the
ministry would allocate 36 dunams (nearly 8.9 acres) of land for the construction of a
new Israeli army museum and "an advanced recruitment office."
The Jerusalem Governorate said the conversion of the UNRWA compound into Israeli
military facilities constitutes “a grave violation of the immunities and privileges of
United Nations organizations.”
The governorate called on UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to take urgent steps to
refer Israel to the International Court of Justice if it does not revoke laws and measures
targeting UNRWA.

Anadolu Agency 18-5-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate condemns Israel's plan to turn UNRWA
compound into military facilities

Israel approved plans to build Defense Ministry office, army museum, recruitment center
on former UNRWA compound in Sheikh Jarrah.

The Jerusalem Governorate on Sunday described Israeli approval to convert the former
compound of the UN agency for Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood into Israeli military facilities as “a dangerous escalation and a serious
breach of international law.”

In a statement, the governorate called on UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to take
urgent steps to refer Israel to the International Court of Justice if it does not revoke laws
and measures targeting UNRWA.

Earlier on Sunday, the Israeli government approved plans to establish an office for
Defense Minister Israel Katz, an Israeli army museum, and a military recruitment office
on the site of the former UNRWA compound in Sheikh Jarrah in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A joint statement by Israel’s Defense Ministry and the Jerusalem municipality said the
ministry would allocate 36 dunams (nearly 8.9 acres) of land for the construction of a
new Israeli army museum and “an advanced recruitment office.”

The Jerusalem Governorate said the conversion of the UNRWA compound into Israeli
military facilities constituted “a grave violation of the immunities and privileges of
United Nations organizations.”

It added that the move represents “a serious breach of international law and norms” and a
violation of Israel’s obligations “as the occupying power.”

According to the governorate, the new settlement project follows the demolition of the
UNRWA compound in Sheikh Jarrah by Israeli authorities in January under the direct
supervision of National Security Minister [tamar Ben-Gvir.
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It added that Katz's plan allocates approximately 36 dunams to the Israeli Defense
Ministry without a public tender, citing claims that the current recruitment office in
Jerusalem "does not meet the needs of the Israeli army."
The governorate said the project reflects “an escalating Israeli policy aimed at imposing
more colonial realities and Judaizing public space in occupied Jerusalem.”
It also said the establishment of a museum for what it called “Israeli army heritage”
represented “a systematic attempt to reinforce the occupation narrative and link
Palestinian historical sites to the Israeli military narrative.”

Anadolu Agency 17-5-2026
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Israel to establish defense offices in former UNRWA compound

Israel's cabinet on Sunday approved a plan to build a defense compound on the site of the
recently demolished premises of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency in East
Jerusalem. Israel in January demolished structures inside the U.N. Palestinian refugee
agency's East Jerusalem compound after seizing the site last year, in an act condemned by
the agency as a violation of international law.
In a joint statement, the Defense Ministry and Jerusalem Municipality said the new
compound would include the establishment of a military museum, a recruitment office
and a defense minister's office. Defense Minister Israel Katz called the decision one of
"sovereignty, Zionism, and security." UNRWA, which Israeli authorities accuse of bias,
had not used the building since the start of last year after Israel ordered it to vacate all its
premises and cease its operations. A UNRWA spokesperson declined to comment on the
Israeli plan. The agency operates in East Jerusalem, which the U.N. and most countries
consider territory occupied by Israel as it was captured from Jordan in the 1967 Middle
East war. Israel considers all Jerusalem to be its indivisible capital.
UNRWA also operates in Gaza, the West Bank and elsewhere in the Middle East,
providing schooling, healthcare, social services and shelter to millions of Palestinians.
"There is nothing more symbolic or justified than establishing the new IDF recruitment
office and defense establishment institutions precisely on the ruins of the former
UNRWA compound - an organization whose employees took part in the massacres,
murders, and atrocities committed by Hamas terrorists on October 7," Katz said. Israel
has alleged that some UNRWA staff were members of the Palestinian militant group
Hamas and took part in the attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, that killed about 1,200
Israelis and led to Israel's war against Hamas, in which Gaza authorities say more than
71,000 Palestinians have been killed. UNRWA has fired several staff members but said
Israel had not provided evidence for all the allegations against its staff and its former
chief, Philippe Lazzarini, accused Israel of conducting "a large-scale disinformation
campaign" against it.

The Kansas City Star 17-5-2026
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Dozens of settler’s defile Aqsa Mosque

Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers escorted by police officers desecrated the Agsa
Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on Monday morning and later in the afternoon, amid tight
restrictions on the entry of Muslim worshipers to the holy site.
According to local sources, over 263 settlers entered the Mosque in different groups
through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards in the morning.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic
prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police-imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates and prevented many of
them from entering the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-5-2026
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Palestinian young man martyred after Israeli forces chase and fire at his
car in O. Jerusalem

A Jerusalemite young man was martyred on Monday after Israeli forces chased and
opened fire at his vehicle in a town in Occupied Jerusalem, causing him to lose control
and crash, local sources said. The victim was identified as Abdul Rahman Omar Nabulsi.
According to local sources, Israeli forces pursued Nabulsi while he was driving, then
fired at his car. The shooting reportedly caused him to lose control of the vehicle, leading
to a crash that killed him.
After the incident, Israeli forces sealed off the area and prevented residents and
ambulance crews from reaching the scene, while deploying heavily around the site.
Nabulsi’s martyrdom sparked anger and grief among residents, who said Israel’s policy
of field pursuits and direct gunfire has become a daily threat to Palestinian lives in
Jerusalem and the West Bank.
The incident comes amid escalating Israeli violations against Palestinians, including field
chases, shootings and repeated raids across Palestinian areas.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-5-2026
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