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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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CINESy {FRPEY
Sheikh Ekrima Sabri denies terrorism charges before Israeli court.

Smotrich orders immediate eviction of Khan al-Ahmar residents.

Israel Advances Khan al-Ahmar Eviction Plan.

Colonists abduct a Palestinian from Bedouin community near Jerusalem.
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Sheikh Ekrima Sabri denies terrorism charges before Israeli court

Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, head of the Higher Islamic Council and preacher of Agsa Mosque,
said his legal team presented a “logical defense” during the latest court session reviewing
the indictment against him, stressing that the speech cited in the case constitutes
“legitimate religious discourse protected by law.”

Speaking to reporters after the hearing, Sheikh Sabri said the defense relied on “a strong
argument grounded in religious principles,” emphasizing that the religious expressions
contained in his sermons and public positions “are legally permitted.”

According to the case file, the indictment relates to condolence remarks delivered by
Sheikh Sabri at mourning gatherings in Occupied Jerusalem and Jenin refugee camp, as
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well as his prayer for former Hamas Political Bureau chief Ismail Haneyya during a
sermon delivered at Aqsa Mosque in 2024.
Sabri stated that his legal team worked to prove his innocence, arguing that the case
concerns religious speech that falls within legally and religiously protected boundaries.
For its part, the defense team rejected the indictment entirely, insisting that the Sheikh
committed no legal offense and that the statements referenced in the case fall under
protected religious and lawful expression.
Attorney Khaled Zabarqa, a member of Sabri’s defense team, said the session focused on
responding to the three charges brought against Sheikh Ekrima Sabri. He explained that
the defense rejected all accusations against the Sheikh and challenged the fundamental
basis on which the case was built.
Zabarqa said the defense denied allegations related to “supporting terrorism” stemming
from the Sheikh offering condolences to the families of Palestinians killed in Jenin and
Shuafat refugee camps, stressing that those positions “have no connection to the events of
October 7, 2023.”
“We explained that the Sheikh’s condolences came within a religious and social context
and have nothing to do with the later events the prosecution is trying to link to the case,”
he added.
He noted that the court postponed further hearings until next September to hear witnesses
and continue reviewing the case.
According to the indictment, the case dates back to 2022 when Sheikh Sabri delivered
condolence remarks at mourning gatherings for Uday al-Tamimi in Occupied Jerusalem
and Raad Hazem in Jenin, before prosecutors later added charges related to his prayer for
Ismail Haneyya during an Agsa sermon.
Sheikh Sabri, 87, has faced a long series of Israeli measures, including travel bans,
repeated bans from entering Agsa Mosque, and recurring interrogations, as part of what
observers describe as a policy targeting his religious and national role in occupied
Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Information Center 19-5-2026
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Smotrich orders immediate eviction of Khan al-Ahmar residents

Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich signed an immediate order Tuesday to evacuate
Khan al-Ahmar Bedouin community in eastern occupied Jerusalem and forcibly displace
all of its Palestinian residents, as a response to reported moves by the International
Criminal Court to seek an arrest warrant against him.

“The Palestinian Authority has declared war on us, and I will respond with war using my
powers,” Smotrich said in press remarks, adding that he would target any economic or
other Palestinian Authority interests within his authority.

Smotrich also said he intends to bring about a “revolution” in the occupied West Bank
after being informed that the ICC in The Hague was preparing to issue an arrest warrant
against him.

Khan al-Ahmar is home to around 200 Palestinians living in tin structures and tents. The
community has faced repeated Israeli efforts to displace its residents to make way for the
major settlement project known as E1.
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The village is surrounded by Israeli settlements and lies in an area targeted by Israel for
the project, which would include more than 3,500 settlement units and link the Ma’ale
Adumim settlement to West Jerusalem.
Palestinians and rights groups say the plan would isolate occupied Jerusalem from its
surroundings and split the West Bank in two.
The EI settlement project has drawn broad international opposition because its
implementation would severely undermine the possibility of a contiguous Palestinian
state.

The Palestinian Information Center 19-5-2026
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Israel Advances Khan al-Ahmar Eviction Plan

The head of the Wall & Colonization Resistance Commission, Minister Muayyad
Sha’ban, warned Tuesday that the decision signed by fanatic Israeli Minister Bezalel
Smotrich to advance the eviction and displacement of the Bedouin community of Khan
al-Ahmar, east of occupied Jerusalem, marks a dangerous escalation in Israel’s policy of
forced transfer against the Palestinian population.

He said the move exposes the Israeli government’s determination to press ahead with
annexation plans, expand its colonial project, and impose new facts on the ground in the
occupied Palestinian territory.

Sha’ban said in a statement that the targeting of Khan al-Ahmar is part of a long-term
colonial strategy aimed at the eastern corridor of occupied Jerusalem, where Israel seeks
to create a continuous colonial belt that would sever the northern West Bank from its
southern areas. He stressed that such a plan would effectively eliminate any possibility of
establishing a geographically connected and viable Palestinian state.

He added that Khan al-Ahmar has, over the past years, become a symbol of Palestinian
resilience in the face of displacement and land confiscation, and a clear illustration of the
colonial nature of Israel’s settlement enterprise.

This, he said, explains the repeated Israeli attempts to forcibly remove the community
despite broad international opposition, repeated warnings about the political,
humanitarian, and legal consequences, and the explicit position of the International
Criminal Court affirming that forced transfer constitutes a war crime.

Sha’ban noted that Israel’s policy of forcibly displacing Palestinian Bedouin and herding
communities constitutes a grave violation of international humanitarian law, particularly
the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits the forcible transfer of protected
populations under occupation.

He said these practices fall within actions that may amount to war crimes under the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court, given their direct connection to colonial
expansion, annexation, and the seizure of Palestinian land.

Sha’ban warned that carrying out the eviction of Khan al-Ahmar would set a dangerous
precedent that could accelerate the displacement of dozens of other Palestinian
communities around Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, as part of a broader plan to reshape
Palestinian geography by force and empty large areas of their residents for colonial
expansion.

The official also called on the international community, the United Nations, and the states
party to the Geneva Conventions to uphold their legal, political, and moral




responsibilities and act immediately to stop Israel’s policies of forced transfer and
colonial settlement.
He stressed that continued international silence only encourages the occupying power to
escalate its violations and further undermine what remains of the prospects for real,
comprehensive peace based on international law and all UN resolutions.
All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around
occupied East Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva
Convention in addition to various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They
also constitute war crimes under International Law.
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits collective punishment and acts of
terror against civilian populations.
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not
deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also
prohibits the “individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected
persons from occupied territory”.
Articles 53 and 147, prohibit the destruction of civilian property and classify pillage as a
war crime.
International Middle East Media Center 19-5-2026
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Colonists abduct a Palestinian from Bedouin community near
Jerusalem

Israeli colonists on Tuesday evening abducted a Palestinian civilian from the Bedouin
community of al-Maazi, east of Jaba’ town, northeast of Jerusalem, according to Al-
Baydar Organization for the Defense of Bedouin Rights.
The organization said that colonists broke into several dwellings in the community and
abducted an inhabitant, spreading panic.
Colonists’ violence against Palestinians and their property is routine in the West Bank
and is rarely prosecuted by Israeli authorities.
Colonists’ violence includes property and mosque arsons, stone-throwing, uprooting of
crops and olive trees, and attacks on vulnerable homes, among others.
Approximately 1 million Israeli colonists are living in colonies in the West Bank and East
Jerusalem in violation of international law.

WAFA 19-5-2026
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