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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Safadi calls for global support to bolster Palestinian economy
Jordan, Finland discuss stronger ties, regional stability
Arab Parliament Speaker says the Palestinian cause needs every supportive voice
Evening call to prayer silenced at Aqsa amid Israeli commemorations at Al-Buraq Plaza

Jerusalem Governorate warns of mass settler break-ins at Aqsa Mosque soon

Occupation forces bulldoze land in Jerusalem's Silwan town
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Safadi calls for global support to bolster Palestinian economy

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayman Safadi on Monday stressed the
need for coordinated international efforts to support the Palestinian economy, warning that it is
under mounting pressure due to an Israeli-imposed economic blockade.

Safadi said that the Israeli “illegal “measures include the confiscation of Palestinian Authority
funds from customs and other revenues, adding that the withheld amounts exceed $4 billion,
according to a Foreign Ministry statement.

Speaking at a meeting of the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee (AHLC) in Brussels, chaired by
Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide and hosted by the European Union, Safadi
underscored that investing in the Palestinian economy is “an investment in peace which must be
achieved by fulfilling the Palestinian people’s right to freedom and statehood.”

The meeting was attended by Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa and EU High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy Kaja Kallas, and held under joint
European and US auspices.

Safadi warned that economic support alone would not yield lasting results without genuine
political progress towards a just peace based on the two-state solution.

He also called for an end to Israeli actions that undermine the two-state solution, including
settlement expansion, land annexation, restrictions on freedom of worship, and violations of
Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.
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“We meet here as partners to achieve a just peace that guarantees the Palestinian people’s right to

freedom and statehood on the basis of the two-state solution, allowing a Palestinian state to live in

security and peace alongside Israel,” Safadi said.

Safadi noted that the AHLC meeting, which brought together representatives from 28 countries

and international organisations, coincided with a separate expert-level meeting in Brussels of the

Global Alliance for the Implementation of the Two-State Solution.

He said that the timing highlighted the need to align economic assistance with concrete political

steps.

He also stressed the urgency of ensuring adequate and sustained humanitarian aid to the Gaza

Strip, which continues to face a severe humanitarian crisis.

Safadi also called for the full implementation of US President Donald Trump’s plan for Gaza and

UN Security Council Resolution 2803.

Jordan-EU ties

On the sidelines of the meetings, Safadi held separate talks with Kallas and European

Commissioner for the Mediterranean Dubravka Suica, focusing on the Jordan-EU cooperation

and regional developments.

Discussions also covered preparations for the upcoming Jordan-EU Investment Conference, set to

take place in the Kingdom later this year, as well as an Arab-European ministerial meeting

scheduled to be hosted by Jordan in June.

Safadi reviewed ongoing cooperation programmes and EU financial support to Jordan under the

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement, including efforts to accelerate the Macro-

Financial Assistance (MFA) programme and funding aimed at enhancing defence and security

capabilities through the European Peace Facility (EPF).

He expressed appreciation for EU support to Jordan’s development efforts and its assistance in

mitigating the impact of regional crises.

Safadi, Kallas and Suica reaffirmed the strength of Jordanian-European relations and their

commitment to continued cooperation in promoting regional security and stability.

During his visit, Safadi also met with World Bank Managing Director of Operations Anna Bjerde

to discuss bilateral cooperation programmes and underline the importance of the partnership.
Jordan Times 20-4-2026
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Jordan, Finland discuss stronger ties, regional stability

Senate President Faisal Fayez on Monday received President of Finland Alexander Stubb during
a visit to the Senate as part of the Finnish leader’s official visit to the Kingdom.

During the meeting, Fayez underscored the depth of bilateral ties between the two countries,
which have developed steadily over more than 60 years and are marked by strong friendship,
mutual respect, and ongoing cooperation on issues of common interest, particularly regional
matters.

He noted that His Majesty King Abdullah has consistently sought to strengthen these relations
across various fields, including political, economic and investment sectors, as well as through the
establishment of joint investment projects.

This, he said, stems from shared values such as unity, social solidarity, democratic principles,
social justice, and a joint commitment to progress, prosperity and economic stability.

Fayez added that bilateral relations witnessed notable progress following His Majesty’s visit to
Finland in 2006, highlighting opportunities to build partnerships in education, technology and
cybersecurity, particularly given Finland’s advanced standing in these sectors.

He said such cooperation could open broad prospects for a comprehensive future partnership,
including in education reform programmes, teacher training, curriculum development, digital and
vocational education, renewable energy and health.
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He also stressed the importance of enhancing parliamentary diplomacy through exchange visits,
sharing expertise, and establishing joint parliamentary committees to discuss issues of mutual
concern and coordinate positions in international parliamentary forums.
Fayez pointed out that Jordan views Finland as an important partner within the framework of the
European Union, which strengthens cooperation under the EU-Jordan strategic partnership,
particularly in investment, trade, development projects, smart agriculture and tourism.
He also outlined the key challenges facing Jordan and the current regional situation, noting that
despite surrounding crises and conflicts, the Kingdom has demonstrated political and security
resilience.
However, he said Jordan continues to face economic challenges due to regional instability,
including the repercussions of the Iran-US-Israel conflict and ongoing Israeli aggressive and
expansionist policies.
Fayez highlighted His Majesty’s sustained efforts to resolve regional issues through political and
diplomatic channels, reiterating the King’s consistent call for a political horizon to resolve the
Palestinian issue based on the two-state solution as the only path to ending regional conflict.
He further noted that His Majesty has urged the international community to halt any Israeli
attempts to exploit regional conditions to impose new realities in Jerusalem, Gaza and the West
Bank, warning that such actions undermine prospects for peace and risk plunging the region into
prolonged conflict.
Regarding the Iran-US-Israel conflict and its implications for regional security and stability,
Fayez stressed that any expansion of the conflict would lead to further chaos and destruction.
For his part, the Finnish president expressed appreciation for His Majesty’s efforts to enhance
security and stability in the region and prevent escalation, affirming that Jordan represents a key
pillar of stability. He also noted similarities in the regional roles of Finland and Jordan in
promoting stability and dialogue.
He stressed the importance of strengthening Jordanian-Finnish relations, pointing to multiple
areas of cooperation, particularly in mining and technology sectors.
He added that his visit aims to further advance bilateral relations and expand their scope.
On regional developments, the Finnish president reiterated that the two-state solution remains the
only viable path to restoring security and stability, expressing keenness to continue coordination
with Jordan to resolve regional crises through political and diplomatic means.
The meeting was attended by Senate Assistant President Suhair Al Ali, Minister of Digital
Economy and Entrepreneurship Sami Smeirat, head of the accompanying honour delegation and
Jordan’s non-resident ambassador to Finland Fayiz Khouri.
From the Finnish side, it was attended by Member of the Legal Affairs and Administration
Committees in the Finnish Parliament Pihla Keto-Huovinen.
Speaker of the Lower House Mazen Qadi also received on Monday the President of Finland at the
Parliament building.
At the beginning of the meeting, Qadi said that the Lower House welcomes His Majesty King
Abdullah's guest, noting that his visit presents an important opportunity to discuss numerous
areas of mutual cooperation.
Qadi emphasised the House's commitment to strengthening cooperation with the Finnish
Parliament, pointing to the formation of a joint parliamentary friendship committee aimed at
exchanging expertise and serving the interests of both nations.

Jordan Times 20-4-2026
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Arab Parliament Speaker says the Palestinian cause needs every
supportive voice

Arab Parliament Speaker Mohammed Al-Yamahi called for a unified international parliamentary
voice in confronting the escalating and ongoing violations perpetrated by the occupation. He
stressed that the Palestinian cause needs, now more than ever, every supportive voice, every
responsible stance, and every sincere effort to uphold Palestinian rights.
During his address to the second meeting of the Parliamentary Group for Supporting Palestine,
held in Istanbul, Al-Yamahi commended the initiative of the Speaker of the Turkish Parliament in
establishing the "Parliamentary Group for Supporting Palestine," considering it a significant
parliamentary movement reflecting a profound awareness of the magnitude of the challenges
facing the Palestinian cause.
He emphasized the Arab Parliament's commitment to playing a key and active role in this
endeavor.
Al-Yamabhi added that the second meeting of the group is being held at a highly sensitive time, as
the Palestinian cause witnesses dangerous and rapid developments that necessitate a firm and
responsible international stance.
The Speaker of the Arab Parliament reviewed the most serious developments affecting the
Palestinian cause recently, including the Israeli Knesset's passage of a dangerous and racist law
authorizing the execution of prisoners—a grave and unprecedented violation of international
humanitarian law. He also addressed the continued aggressive colonial policies of the occupying
authorities, including the approval of new colonial expansion plans in the occupied West Bank,
and the ongoing violations against Islamic and Christian holy sites, most notably the Al-Agsa
Mosque, including its closure to worshippers in flagrant violation of freedom of worship and a
provocation of Muslim sentiments worldwide.
He stated that all these repeated attacks and violations are occurring in parallel with the continued
intransigence of the occupation in implementing the ceasefire agreement in the Gaza Strip and the
ongoing severe humanitarian suffering endured by the Palestinian people.
Al-Yamahi stressed that these dangerous developments impose on the entire international
community a double responsibility to take urgent and effective action to protect the inalienable
rights of the Palestinian people and ensure that the two-state solution remains the only option for
achieving a just and comprehensive peace. He emphasized that parliamentary diplomacy, as
embodied by this group, is no longer a supplementary option, but has become an effective
pressure tool and an active arm in shaping global public opinion, defending the justice of the
Palestinian cause, and mobilizing international support for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people.

WAFA 20-4-2026
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Evening call to prayer silenced at Aqsa amid Israeli commemorations at
Al-Buraq Plaza

After air raid sirens sounded at 8:00 p.m. on Monday in Occupied Jerusalem and areas inside
Israel, marking the start of “Memorial Day” commemorations, observed by Israelis to honor
soldiers killed in their wars, the call to the evening (Isha) prayer was absent from Agsa Mosque,
as worshippers in its courtyards and nearby residents did not hear it.

Israeli authorities hold the central ceremony for this occasion each year at Al-Buraq Plaza. In
previous instances, forces have entered Al-Agsa and disabled its sound system to prevent the call
to prayer from being heard during these events.

This measure reflects the increasing encroachment by Israeli authorities on Aqgsa Mosque, a
pattern that has intensified over time. There are ongoing efforts to redefine the role of the

Al



Jordanian Wagqf administration, reducing it to managing Islamic presence only when permitted,

despite it being the sole authorized Islamic authority responsible for all affairs of Agsa, one of

Islam’s holiest sites.

The Quds Foundation has previously urged the Jordanian government on multiple occasions to

formulate a policy that addresses what it describes as an existential challenge to Agsa. It has also

recently sent memoranda to the foreign ministers of 14 Arab and Islamic countries on this matter.
The Palestinian Information Center 20-4-2026
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Jerusalem Governorate warns of mass settler break-ins at Aqsa Mosque
soon

The Jerusalem Governorate has warned of a social media campaign launched by extremist Jewish
temple groups, inciting their followers and supporters to storm the Agsa Mosque en masse and
raise Israeli flags inside it next Wednesday to mark what they call “independence day”
(occupation of Palestine).
In a statement on Monday, the Governorate condemned this intended move as “provocative and
highly dangerous,” stressing that it constitutes “a blatant violation of the Mosque’s Islamic
sanctity” and “an attempt to forcibly impose a new fait accompli at the holy site.”
The Governorate affirmed this campaign is “part of an organized plan led by the Israeli
occupation authority, with the participation of settlers, aimed at fully controlling the Agsa
Mosque through intensified tours and violations and imposing a new fait accompli on the ground,
in blatant violation of international resolutions and conventions.”
The Governorate dismissed the sovereignty claims used by the Israeli occupation to justify its
violations at the Agsa Mosque, calling them “reprehensible deception.”
The Governorate added that such claims would never confer any legitimacy upon the Israeli
occupation at the Agsa Mosque, stressing that “the Mosque, in its entirety, remains an exclusive
right of the Muslim nation.”
The Governorate called for urgent and effective international action to curb the Israeli
occupation’s violations against the Aqsa Mosque and its attempts to forcibly control it.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-4-2026
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Occupation forces bulldoze land in Jerusalem's Silwan town

Israeli occupation forces bulldozed Palestinian-owned land in the al-Bustan neighborhood of
Silwan, south of the Al-Agsa Mosque compound, on Monday.
The Jerusalem Governorate stated that bulldozers belonging to the Israeli municipality of
Jerusalem razed Palestinian-owned land in the al-Bustan neighborhood and removed rubble from
homes demolished weeks earlier in the same area.
The Israeli occupation authorities force Palestinians in occupied East Jerusalem to demolish their
own homes under the pretext of lacking building permits. Those who refuse have their homes
demolished by Israeli bulldozers, and are subjected to hefty fines in addition to the costs of the
forced demolition.

WAFA 20-4-2026
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