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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Crown Prince meets with Germany FM.

Safadi, Irish prime minister discusses bilateral relations, regional
developments.

Palestinian human rights organization warns of declaration of war over
Khan al-Ahmar.

Israel issues demolition orders for 8 Palestinian homes and structures near
occupied East Jerusalem.

UN chief condemns Israel army base plan at UNRWA East Jerusalem site.

EU says occupation, demolitions, forced transfers of Palestinians 'must
stop'.
Abduction, Beating, and Detention Orders in Jerusalem.

Warnings over “compensatory raid” into Aqsa Mosque during Jewish
holiday of Shavuot.

OIC condemns intention of the so-called “Somaliland” to open embassy in
Jerusalem.
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Crown Prince meets with Germany FM

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II met with Germany
Foreign Minister Johann Wadephul in Berlin on Wednesday.

The meeting covered the importance of enhancing relations between Jordan and Germany
in various fields, particularly in the economic, technological, and educational sectors, as
well as the need to leverage the opportunities offered by the Strategic and Comprehensive
Partnership between Jordan and the European Union.

The meeting touched on the Jordan-EU Investment Conference scheduled to take place at
the end of this year, and the importance of strengthening cultural and tourism exchanges
between the two countries.

Regional developments were also discussed, particularly the need to achieve
comprehensive de-escalation that would restore stability and security to the Middle East.
The Crown Prince underscored that current regional developments must not divert the
world’s attention from the situation in Gaza and the West Bank, stressing the need to step
up international efforts to counter Israel’s illegal measures, halt attempts to annex land in
the West Bank, as well as attempts to alter the historical and legal status quo in
Jerusalem.

His Royal Highness reaffirmed Jordan’s continued support for Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq
in their efforts to maintain their security and stability, thereby contributing to peace and
stability in the region.
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The meeting, which included a dinner held in honour of the Crown Prince, was attended
by Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of
the Crown Prince Zaid Baqain, and Jordan’s Ambassador to Germany Fayez Khouri.
Jordan News Agency 20-5-2026
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Safadi, Irish prime minister discusses bilateral relations, regional
developments

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayman Safadi on Wednesday met
with Irish Prime Minister Michedl Martin to discuss bilateral relations and regional
developments.

During the meeting, Safadi conveyed greetings from His Majesty King Abdullah to Irish
President Catherine Connolly and Prime Minister Martin, who, in turn, conveyed his
greetings to His Majesty and stressed the importance of relations between the two
countries and the commitment to expanding cooperation.

The talks focused on prospects for enhancing bilateral cooperation and efforts to restore
calm in the region, according to a Foreign Ministry statement.

Safadi also commended Ireland’s role in supporting efforts to bolster stability and its
consistent support for a just peace in the region based on the two-state solution.

During his visit, Safadi also held talks with Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs, Trade and
Defense Helen McEntee on expanding cooperation in the economic, investment, tourism,
cultural and defense sectors.

The two ministers stressed the importance of building on the momentum in Jordanian-
Irish relations and enhancing coordination during Ireland’s upcoming presidency of the
Council of the European Union in the second half of 2026.

They also discussed efforts to stop the dangerous escalation in the region, achieve de-
escalation and restore security and stability on the basis of addressing the root causes of
crises and conflicts.

Safadi also stressed the importance of Ireland’s positions, including its recognition of the
Palestinian state in 2024, in rejecting settlement expansion and land confiscation and
supporting the Palestinian people’s right to freedom and an independent state on their
national soil on the basis of the two-state solution.

He briefed his Irish counterpart on Israeli violations against Muslim and Christian holy
sites in occupied Jerusalem and warned against the consequences of attempts to alter the
city’s historical and legal status quo.

The two ministers stressed the need to maintain stability in Gaza, ensure the full
implementation of US President Donald Trump’s plan and remove obstacles to the entry
of sufficient humanitarian aid into the Strip. They also stressed the importance of
supporting UNRWA and enabling it to fulfil its UN mandate.

Safadi and McEntee also discussed developments in Syria and Lebanon, with Safadi
stressing the importance of security and stability in Syria, respect for its sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and the need to consolidate the ceasefire in Lebanon and support the
Lebanese government’s efforts to extend its sovereignty over all Lebanese territory.
Safadi noted that Jordan will host the sixth Arab-European ministerial meeting on June
22-23, 2026, as an opportunity to enhance Arab-European cooperation and expressed
hope that McEntee would take part.
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Safadi also met Chair of the Oireachtas Committee on Foreign Affairs and Trade John
Lahart and a number of committee members, with the talks covering ways to enhance
cooperation in a number of vital sectors of interest to the two countries, as well as
regional and international issues.
Safadi on Tuesday also held talks with Jordanian entrepreneurs from the Jordanian
community in Ireland on national economic priorities, investment opportunities in the
Kingdom and ways to enhance the contribution of Jordanians abroad to economic
development efforts.

Jordan Times 20-5-2026
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Palestinian human rights organization warns of declaration of war over
Khan al-Ahmar

The Al-Bidar Human Rights Organization said aid that Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich’s decision to evacuate the Khan al-Ahmar Bedouin community east of
Jerusalem constitutes a declaration of war against the Palestinian people and a new step
in the annexation project aimed at fragmenting the occupied West Bank.
In a statement, the organization said that Smotrich's remarks represent some of the most
extreme and explicit Israeli positions in their political objectives.
It further heightened that these statements are not merely reactions to international
pressure, but rather reflect a systematic strategy led by the right-wing Israeli government,
aimed at undermining the Palestinian presence politically, geographically, and legally,
and accelerating annexation and displacement policies in the occupied West Bank.
Al-Bader emphasized that the decision to evacuate Khan al-Ahmar is not an isolated
administrative measure, but a step with dangerous strategic dimensions, due to the
community’s location east of Jerusalem in an area linking the northern and southern West
Bank.
The organization warned that its demolition would contribute to the expansion of
settlements in the colonial area known as E1, leading to the geographical fragmentation
of the West Bank and undermining the possibility of establishing a contiguous Palestinian
state.
It also warned that the continuation of such policies without effective international action
could lead to accelerated de facto annexation, the displacement of Palestinian
communities, the demise of the two-state solution, and the imposition of a permanent
apartheid reality.
Al-Bidar called for the adoption of a unified Palestinian strategy, strengthening resilience
on the ground, and intensifying legal and diplomatic efforts, alongside a firm
international stance and imposing sanctions o against officials advocating forced
displacement and greater protection for threatened communities.

WAFA 20-5-2026
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Israel issues demolition orders for 8 Palestinian homes and structures
near occupied East Jerusalem

Orders target residential and commercial properties in Hizma under pretext of lacking
permits.
Israeli authorities issued demolition orders Wednesday for eight Palestinian homes and
structures in the town of Hizma, northeast of occupied East Jerusalem, under the pretext
of construction without permits.
In a statement, the Jerusalem Governorate said the orders targeted homes and structures
in the Tablas area.
According to the governorate, the demolition orders included the home of Khaled
Abdullah Abu Hamdan, a car wash owned by Ali Mohammad Ahmad Rizq, a carpentry
workshop belonging to Nadi Mohammad Ahmad Rizq, a grocery store owned by Ahmad
Mohammad Ahmad Rizq, and a caravan owned by Riyad Ahmad Salama.
The notices also included three homes belonging to the sons of Ahmad Salama,
Mohammad Abdullah Qasem and the sons of Salama Abdullah Qasem, it added.
Israeli demolition campaigns targeting Palestinian homes and structures in the occupied
West Bank and East Jerusalem have escalated as part of policies aimed at pressuring
Palestinians to leave their homes and lands in favor of settlement expansion.
Earlier Wednesday, Israeli forces demolished residential structures and livestock shelters
in the Ain al-Hilweh area of the northern Jordan Valley, in addition to a cement factory in
Kharbatha Bani Harith village west of Ramallah.
According to figures by the Palestinian Commission Against the Wall and Settlements,
Israeli authorities carried out 37 demolition operations in April targeting 78 structures,
including 37 inhabited homes, while issuing demolition notices for 21 additional
structures.
The actions have coincided with a continued Israeli military escalation in the West Bank,
including killings, arrests and raids on cities and towns involving home searches and
property destruction, since the start of the Gaza war in October 2023.
Since then, attacks by the Israeli army and occupiers in the West Bank have killed 1,162
Palestinians, injured around 12,245 and led to nearly 23,000 arrests, according to official
figures.

Anadolu Agency 21-5-2026
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UN chief condemns Israel army base plan at UNRWA
East Jerusalem site

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Wednesday strongly condemned Israel's
decision to establish military facilities at a UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)
compound in occupied East Jerusalem, calling the move "wholly unacceptable." His
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said in a statement that the Secretary-General views
continued escalatory actions against UNRWA as a breach of the inviolability of United
Nations premises.

Breach of international law

The compound in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood was seized by Israeli authorities in
January and remains United Nations premises despite the occupation, Dujarric noted,
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stressing that UNRWA constitutes an integral part of the UN system. "The Secretary-
General condemns in the strongest terms the Israeli authorities' decision," the statement
said, adding that he deeply regrets ongoing violations of obligations concerning UN
privileges and immunities.
Call to end occupation
Dujarric stated that the International Court of Justice has affirmed such measures are
unlawful and said Israel must end its presence in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including East Jerusalem, as rapidly as possible. Guterres urged Israeli authorities to
immediately rescind their decision and return the Sheikh Jarrah compound to UN control,
warning that actions undermining the agency's mandate jeopardize essential services for
Palestinian refugees across the region.

Yeni Shafak 21-5-2026
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EU says occupation, demolitions, forced transfers of Palestinians
'Must stop'

Spokesperson calls on Israel 'to reverse these decisions, to abide by its obligations under
international law'.

The European Commission on Wednesday called for an immediate halt to Israeli
"settlement" activity, occupiers' violence, demolitions, forced transfers and evictions of
Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem.

Speaking at a midday briefing in Brussels, EU Commission spokesperson Anouar El
Anouni said the EU has repeatedly condemned Israel's unilateral actions aimed at
expanding its presence in the occupied Palestinian territories.

"Settlements, settlement constructions, settler violence, demolitions, force transfers,
evictions of Palestinians must stop," he said, responding to Anadolu's question.

He stressed that the EU considers Israel's settlement expansion in the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, to be unlawful, referencing the 2024 International Court of
Justice advisory opinion.

The EU urges Israel "to reverse these decisions, to abide by its obligations under
international law and to protect the Palestinian population of the occupied territories," El
Anouni added.

He said the European Commission has already proposed measures in response to the
situation, but noted that internal divisions among EU members are limiting progress at
the EU Council level.

"Some require the qualified majority and we don't have that qualified majority. Some
require unanimity and we don't have that unanimity," E1 Anouni said.

He claimed that the EU is "the biggest supporter of the Palestinian people, the largest
donor to the Palestinian Authority," saying: "You will not find any other supporter of the
Palestinian people in the world, be it institutionally, politically, financially, concretely,
and in terms of humanitarian support than the EU."

Violence and attacks by Israeli occupiers and the military in the occupied West Bank has
intensified in recent years, particularly since the start of Israel’s war on Gaza in October
2023 and again during the US-Israeli war on Iran.
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In a landmark opinion in July 2024, the International Court of Justice declared Israel's
occupation of Palestinian territory illegal and called for the evacuation of all settlements
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.
Anadolu Agency 20-5-2026
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Abduction, Beating, and Detention Orders in Jerusalem

Israeli soldiers carried out multiple violations in the Jerusalem area on Wednesday,
including the abduction of a young man from Qalandia refugee camp, the renewal of an
administrative detention order against another resident, and the assault of a recently
released former prisoner.
Occupation forces abducted a young Palestinian man from Qalandia refugee camp north
of occupied Jerusalem after stopping him at one of the military roadblocks surrounding
the city.
The Jerusalem Governorate said the soldiers detained him on the spot, though his identity
had not yet been confirmed.
In a separate incident, an Israeli court renewed the Administrative Detention order
against Asser Abdul-Hakim Fareed Shehada, a resident of Qalandia refugee camp, for the
fifth consecutive time, extending his imprisonment for an additional four months without
charge or trial.
The Jerusalem Governorate also reported that former prisoner Mohammad Fawzi
Al-Khatib, from the town of Hizma northeast of Jerusalem, sustained bruises after being
severely beaten during interrogation by Israeli forces.
Al-Khatib was transferred to a medical center in the town for treatment shortly after his
release, following more than a year held under administrative detention.
Earlier Wednesday, Israeli occupation forces carried out a series of invasions across the
occupied West Bank, breaking into homes, closing roads, and abducting dozens of
Palestinians, including children, former detainees, and two minors from the Jenin refugee
camp.

International Middle East Media Center 20-5-2026
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Warnings over “compensatory raid” into Aqsa Mosque during Jewish
holiday of Shavuot

Palestinian warnings are mounting over a new escalation at Aqsa Mosque, coinciding
with the Jewish holiday of Shavuot, amid expectations of attempts to impose Talmudic
rituals inside the Mosque compound as settler incursions intensify and efforts continue to
alter the Mosque’s identity and historic administration.

Jerusalem affairs researcher Ziyad Ibhais warned in a Facebook post of expected
incursions during the holiday of “Shavuot,” also known as the “Festival of Weeks,”
which falls on Friday, May 22, even though settler incursions into Agsa do not usually
take place on Fridays.

Ibhais predicted a “compensatory raid” on Thursday, alongside attempts to introduce
“plant and animal offerings,” even if only through smuggling pieces of freshly
slaughtered animals into the Mosque compound. He also warned of renewed attempts to
storm the Mosque on Friday with larger numbers of settlers.
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Shavuot, also referred to as the “Festival of the Giving of the Torah™ or the “Harvest
Festival,” commemorates, according to Jewish tradition, the revelation of the Torah and
the beginning of the harvest season.

The holiday is called the “Festival of Weeks” because it comes seven weeks after
Passover, although the Torah itself does not specify a fixed date for it. In Zionist
ideology, it has increasingly been associated with the concept of the “return of the people
of Israel” to what is described as their “homeland.”

The occasion gained greater significance with the expansion of the Zionist settlement
project and the establishment of agricultural kibbutzim due to its connection with farming
and harvest traditions.

Shavuot is also considered the only Jewish holiday without an official work prohibition
because of its agricultural character. Rituals associated with it include eating bread
dipped in wine, consuming dairy and honey products, staying awake to read the Torah,
decorating homes and synagogues with greenery, and in some communities, pouring
water as a symbol of “the source of life.”

Unprecedented rise in settler incursions

According to statistics from the Islamic Waqf Department, approximately 985 settlers
stormed Agsa Mosque during Shavuot in 2025, marking the highest number recorded for
the holiday compared with previous years: 668 settlers in 2024, 354 in 2023, and 754 in
2022.

Ibhais noted that last year, settlers succeeded in bringing in parts of a freshly slaughtered
animal as a symbolic sacrifice and attempted to scatter them near the Dome of the Chain
inside Agsa, believing it to be the site of the alleged “Temple altar,” before they were
discovered and removed from the Mosque.

A group of female settlers also reportedly scattered bread dipped in wine near the Dome
of the Chain and poured water on their feet as part of rituals associated with the holiday.
The researcher explained that “religious Zionism” and “Temple organizations” link
Shavuot with the idea of “sacrifice,” during which a “bread offering” is traditionally
presented at the start of the harvest season. He said the occasion is increasingly being
exploited to attempt to impose animal sacrifice rituals inside Aqgsa “as if the alleged
Temple already exists.”

“We are facing rituals of gradual encroachment and replacement more than rituals
connected to spirituality or the afterlife,” he warned.

Shavuot is the third and final occasion celebrated by “Temple organizations” inside Agsa
during May. It follows the “Second Passover” on 1 May, which saw a “compensatory
raid” involving 214 settlers, and “Jerusalem Day” on 15 May, when 1,412 settlers
stormed the Mosque compound while raising Israeli flags inside its courtyards.

Warnings of erasing Agsa’s identity

Meanwhile, the Quds Foundation warned that Aqsa Mosque “stands on the brink of direct
steps aimed at liquidating its identity and physical character,” cautioning that the historic
Jordanian custodianship over the Mosque is nearing collapse as Israeli police impose de
facto control over the site.

In a statement issued Wednesday, the organization said that gradual “Judaization
measures” and the absence of effective deterrents, except for limited forms of Palestinian
steadfast presence, are encouraging settlers to continue advancing efforts to alter the
Mosque’s identity.
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The foundation addressed Jordanian authorities directly, warning that the kingdom’s
historic custodianship over Agsa “is now under threat of removal and termination.”

It added that the situation “requires thinking about entirely different options based on
“popular support in Occupied Jerusalem, Jordan, and the Arab and Islamic worlds.”
According to the Islamic Waqf Department, 176 settlers stormed Agsa Mosque during
the morning incursion period on Wednesday, among them Israeli Knesset National
Security Committee chairman Zvika Fogel from the far-right “Jewish Power” party.
Before leaving, Fogel posed for a photograph in front of one of the Mosque’s landmarks
alongside Rabbi Elisha Wolfson, head of the “Temple Mount Yeshiva,” who is
considered one of the rabbis most frequently involved in incursions into the holy site and
who regularly delivers religious lectures and sermons inside its courtyards.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-5-2026
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OIC condemns intention of the so-called “Somaliland” to open embassy
in Jerusalem

The General Secretariat of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) condemned on
Wednesday the intention of the so-called “Somaliland” to open an embassy in Jerusalem
in a sign of Israel's deepening ties with the breakaway region in the Horn of Africa.
The OIC General Secretariat expressed in a press statement its grave concern and strong
condemnation of media reports regarding the intention of “Somaliland” to open a so-
called “embassy” in occupied Jerusalem, slamming the move as “flagrant defiance of the
will of the entire international community” and a “grave violation of the principles of the
United Nations Charter and relevant UN resolutions.”
The OIC General Secretariat considered that this “illegal” move comes in the context of
“Israel’s desperate and illegitimate attempts to extract false recognitions from illegitimate
and internationally unrecognized entities — including the so-called “Somaliland” region
— with the aim of consolidating its illegitimate and purported sovereignty over the
occupied city of Jerusalem, in flagrant violation of the principles of international law.”
It affirmed that “Israel, the occupying power, has no sovereignty over East Jerusalem, the
capital of the State of Palestine, and that any measures aimed at altering its political,
demographic, or geographical status are null and void under international law.”
It reiterated its “full and absolute solidarity with the Federal Republic of Somalia, and its
unwavering support for Somalia’s national sovereignty, territorial integrity and regional
security,” while calling on all countries of the world to “condemn and oppose this illegal
move and to reject any attempt to confer international legal status on an unrecognized
separatist entity, and to compel the Israeli occupation to comply with resolutions of
international legitimacy.”

WAFA 20-5-2026
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