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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Jordan’s Crown Price cautions against distracting attention from
Palestinians’ suffering

Crown Prince meets France president on margins of EU meeting in
Cyprus

Arab and regional foreign ministers condemn settler incursions into
Al-Aqgsa Mosque

Sheikh Ekrima Sabri: Settler Aqgsa raids aim to impose new realities

Palestine FM condemns Israel’s approval of religious school in
Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah

Israel approves religious school project in East Jerusalem’s Sheikh
Jarrah

Jerusalemite Palestinian Forced to Demolish His Home

Israel Orders Eviction of Seven Families in Silwan

70,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Aqsa Mosque
Palestinian youth injured by Israeli gunfire near Jerusalem
Colonists block junction near Mikhmas north of Jerusalem

Colonists assault farmers, fire tear gas near Beit Iksa, northwest of
Jerusalem
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Jordan’s Crown Price cautions against distracting attention from
Palestinians’ suffering

Jordan’s Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II cautioned on Friday against distracting world
attention from the Palestinian people’s suffering, according to the Crown Prince’s official
website.
Crown Prince Al Hussein made his comments during the informal meeting of the European
Union and key regional partners in Nicosia, Cyprus.
The Crown Prince stressed that developments in the region must not distract the world’s attention
from the suffering of Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank, warning that the annexation of land
poses a grave threat that would destroy any prospects for peace.
He highlighted the gravity of ongoing economic restrictions imposed on Palestinians, as well as
violations of the historical and legal status quo at Muslim and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.
He noted that humanitarian aid is not reaching Gaza, stressing the need to ensure compliance with
the United States’ plan to end the conflict in the Strip.

WAFA 24-4-2026
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Crown Prince meets France president on margins of EU meeting in
Cyprus

HRH Crown Prince Hussein met with France President Emmanuel Macron on Friday, on the
margins of the informal meeting of the European Union and key regional partners in Nicosia.
His Royal Highness expressed pride in the strong friendship between Jordan and France,
emphasising the importance of building on ties across a number of fields, particularly economic
ones, according to a Royal Court statement.
The discussion addressed the latest developments in the Middle East, with the Crown Prince
stressing the importance of sustaining the ceasefire agreement to prevent a dangerous resurgence
of escalation.
His Royal Highness also noted the need to continue supporting Lebanon’s efforts to maintain its
security, stability, and sovereignty, and to ensure the continued delivery of necessary aid.
The Crown Prince also called for stepping up international efforts to halt Israel’s attempts to
annex land in the West Bank, as well as its attacks on Muslim and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem, the statement said.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, and Director of the Office of the
Crown Prince Zaid Baqain attended the meeting.

Jordan Times 24-4-2026
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Arab and regional foreign ministers condemn settler incursions into Al-
Aqsa Mosque

The foreign ministers of the UAE, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and
Qatar strongly condemned the repeated violations of the historical and legal status quo of Islamic
and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

Foremost among these violations are the incursions into the Al-Agsa Mosque

compound by settlers and extremist ministers under the protection of Israeli police.

Additionally, the raising of the Israeli flag within its courtyards was also condemned.
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A firm rejection of changing the historical status of Jerusalem
The ministers affirmed that these practices constitute a clear violation of international law and
international humanitarian law.

They said these actions are a provocation of Muslim sentiments worldwide and a desecration of
the sanctity of Al-Agsa Mosque.
They also stressed their complete rejection of any attempts to alter the historical and legal status
quo in Jerusalem and its holy sites.
The statement reiterated the historical role of the Hashemite custodianship of the holy sites in
Jerusalem.
It further emphasized that the entire area of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque,
encompassing 144 dunams, is a place of worship exclusively for Muslims.
Moreover, it affirmed that the Jerusalem Waqf Department,
affiliated with the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf, is the sole authority responsible for managing its
affairs.
It is also the authority responsible for regulating access to it.
Condemnation of settlement activity and settler violence
The ministers also condemned illegal settlement activity, including the approval of more than 30
new settlements. They considered this a violation of international law and Security Council
resolutions.
They further condemned the escalating settler violence against Palestinians in the West Bank,
including attacks on civilians and children, and demanded that those responsible be held
accountable.
The statement stressed that these policies undermine the prospects for a two-state solution and
fuel tensions in the region.
Therefore, it called on the international community to uphold its legal and moral responsibilities
and compel Israel to cease its escalation.
It also urged the international community to work to support a political process leading to the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state within the June 4, 1967 borders, with East
Jerusalem as its capital.

Voice of Emirates 24-4-2026
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Sheikh Ekrima Sabri: Settler Aqgsa raids aim to impose new realities

Agsa Mosque preacher Sheikh Ekrima Sabri warned of escalating settler incursions into the Agsa
Mosque, stressing that Israeli authorities and extremist groups are exploiting religious and
seasonal occasions to carry out plans aimed at altering the existing status quo at the site.

In a press statement on Thursday, Sheikh Sabri said that settlers’ repeated raids into the Mosque
courtyards, along with provocative practices, are part of ongoing attempts to impose new realities.
He noted that these incursions, coinciding with what is referred to as “Independence Day,” are
neither the first nor likely the last.

He added that during these incursions, settlers perform Talmudic rituals, raise Israeli flags, and
engage in loud and disruptive behavior in the site’s courtyards in an effort to impose a new
character on the holy site.

On Wednesday, Agsa Mosque was subjected to a large-scale Israeli incursion, during which more
than 1,250 settlers and tourists forced their way into the compound under the protection of Israeli
forces. The holy site also witnessed dancing, singing, and public prayers by settlers, marking
what is called “Independence Day” according to the Hebrew calendar.
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During the incursion, a settler raised an Israeli flag in front of the Dome of the Rock near the
western colonnade of Agsa Mosque, while dozens of others performed prostration rituals at the
site.

The Palestinian Information Center 23-4-2026
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Palestine FM condemns Israel’s approval of religious school in
Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah

The Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ministry condemned on Friday the approval by the
occupation authorities of a plan to build an ultra-Orthodox religious school in the predominantly
Palestinian Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of occupied East Jerusalem.
The Ministry stated in a press release that it rejects all systematic Israeli measures and violations
aimed at de-Palestinizing the occupied city, altering its Palestinian identity, and imposing a new
illegal fait accompli on the ground by manipulating the historical and legal status of Jerusalem,
erasing its identity, and distorting facts.
It affirmed that Israel, the occupying Power, has no sovereignty over the city of Jerusalem, and
that sovereignty belongs exclusively to the State of Palestine.
It categorically rejected all illegal Israeli measures in Jerusalem, slamming them as a violation not
only of international law, but also of the International Court of Justice’s advisory opinion, and
UN resolutions.
It called on the international community and all relevant international organizations, including
UNESCO and the OIC, to adopt a firm stance that would compel Israel, the occupying Power, to
comply with international law and UN resolutions.
It concluded by reaffirming that Jerusalem is a Palestinian city and the capital of the State of
Palestine.

WAFA 24-4-2026
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Israel approves religious school project in East Jerusalem’s Sheikh
Jarrah

Such steps ‘seek to impose illegal facts on the ground by manipulating the city’s historical and
legal status,” says Palestinian Foreign Ministry.

Israeli authorities have approved a plan to build a Jewish religious school on a large plot of land
in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood of East Jerusalem, a move condemned by the Palestinian
Foreign Ministry as a violation of international law and an attempt to impose new realities on the
ground.

The Israeli rights group Ir Amim said on Thursday that a Jerusalem district planning committee
officially approved the project earlier this week to construct a Jewish religious school, or yeshiva,
known as “Ohr Somayach” in the Palestinian neighborhood.

The organization said objections submitted jointly by Ir Amim and the Sheikh Jarrah community
association were rejected.

According to the group, the planned complex will include an 11-story building with housing for
hundreds of ultra-Orthodox Jewish students, along with residential units for faculty members.

Ir Amim warned that implementing the project “would significantly” increase the presence of
occupiers in the area, raising “security concerns for Palestinian residents and altering the
character of the neighborhood.”

The plan covers around five dunams (5,000 square meters) at the southern entrance of Sheikh
Jarrah, directly opposite the neighborhood’s mosque.



The organization said the location, near existing settlement clusters, “could threaten dozens of

Palestinian families with eviction and facilitate the takeover of their homes by occupiers.”

It noted that the land had originally been designated for public use, including educational

facilities, but in 2007 the municipality transferred it to the Israel Land Authority to allocate it for

the construction of a religious school.

The land was later handed over to the Ohr Somayach institutions without a transparent tender

process, which then advanced the current construction plan, it added.

It warned that Israeli authorities and occupier groups are using such mechanisms “to bypass legal

protections granted to Palestinian tenants under protected lease arrangements, enabling the

displacement of entire families to make way for Jewish settlements.”

Palestinian condemnation

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry condemned on Friday the approval of the project, rejecting what

it described as Israeli measures aimed at “Judaizing Jerusalem” and altering its Palestinian

identity.

It said such steps “seek to impose illegal facts on the ground by manipulating the city’s historical

and legal status, erasing its identity and distorting facts.”

The ministry reiterated that “Israel, as an occupying power, has no sovereignty over Jerusalem

and that sovereignty belongs to the State of Palestine.”

It also described Israeli actions in Jerusalem as “violations of international law, the advisory

opinion of the International Court of Justice, and relevant United Nations resolutions.”

The ministry called on the international community and international organizations to “take a

firm stance to compel Israel to comply with international law and legitimacy resolutions.”

Since Oct. 2023, Israel has intensified offensive in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem,

including killings, home demolitions, displacement of Palestinians and expansion of settlements.

Sheikh Jarrah is among the neighborhoods most targeted by settlement activity in East Jerusalem,

with occupier groups having previously taken over several Palestinian homes after evicting their

residents.

Palestinians warn that such actions could pave the way for Israel to formally annex the West

Bank, effectively undermining the two-state solution envisioned in UN resolutions.

In a landmark opinion in July 2024, the International Court of Justice declared Israel’s occupation

of Palestinian territory illegal and called for the evacuation of all settlements in the West Bank

and East Jerusalem.

The Palestinians regard East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state, based on international

resolutions that do not recognize Israel’s occupation of the city in 1967 or its annexation in 1980.
Anadolu Agency 24-4-2026
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Jerusalemite Palestinian Forced to Demolish His Home

Israeli authorities forced a Palestinian resident to demolish his own home on Saturday in the town
of Silwan, south of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem in the occupied West Bank.

The Jerusalem Governorate said the Israeli municipality compelled Palestinian citizen Waseem
Lutfi Siyam to carry out the demolition of his family home in the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood of
Silwan after handing him a final demolition order with a 21-day deadline.

Siyam said the house measured approximately 140 square meters and was built nearly 20 years
ago, consisting of two apartments—one where he lives with his family and the other where his
mother resides.

He explained that he was shocked by the demolition order and attempted to challenge it in court,
but the appeal was rejected.

Siyam added that he faces extremely difficult circumstances, with no alternative place to live or
store his belongings.
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His mother suffers from lung failure, and he himself is recovering from a work-related injury.
In addition, Israeli authorities imposed financial penalties totaling 200,000 shekels, forcing him to
begin emptying the home and carrying out the demolition to avoid further fines.
The forced self-demolition in Silwan is part of a broader pattern in occupied Jerusalem, where
Palestinian residents are pressured to destroy their own homes to avoid the exorbitant fines and
demolition fees imposed by the Israeli municipality.

International Middle East Media Center 26-4-2026
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Israel Orders Eviction of Seven Families in Silwan

Israeli occupation authorities invaded the Baten al-Hawa neighborhood of Silwan, south of the
Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem, on Thursday, and delivered forced-eviction orders
targeting seven Palestinian homes belonging to the Rajabi family, in favor of the colonial
organization Ateret Cohanim, as part of an intensified campaign to seize Palestinian property and
impose demographic control.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the families were given until May 17 to vacate, with
Israeli forces threatening to carry out forced removal before May 25 if the families refuse.
This comes despite a pending appeal to freeze the orders, which Israeli authorities have ignored.
The seven apartments house:

e Zohair Rajabi (5 people)
Osama Rajabi (7 people)
Samer Rajabi (6 people)
Munther Rajabi (7 people)
Hazem Rajabi (9 people)
Jadallah Rajabi (7 people)

e Fuad Rajabi (6 people)
These orders, in favor of colonizers, place those Palestinians are now at imminent risk of
displacement.
The Governorate noted that the move follows a major Israeli invasion on March 24, when
occupation forces forcibly emptied 11 inhabited homes belonging to the Rajabi family — housing
around 65 people — and evicted the family of Yousef Basbous, about 20 people, after illegal
paramilitary Israeli colonizers seized their homes.
Baten al-Hawa lies about 400 meters from the Al-Agsa Mosque and is one of the most
aggressively targeted areas in Silwan, where colonial groups seek to link settlement outposts and
tighten a demographic ring around the mosque.
Ateret Cohanim bases its claims on alleged Jewish ownership from 1881 over roughly 5.2
dunams of land, placing more than 84 Palestinian families—around 700 people—in prolonged
legal battles before Israeli courts.
Since 2015, these claims — enabled by the discriminatory 1970 Legal and Administrative
Matters Law — have placed more than 84 Palestinian families (around 700 people) under threat
of eviction.
The law allows Jews to “reclaim” pre-1948 properties while denying Palestinians the right to
reclaim their own confiscated homes.
To date, these policies have resulted in the eviction of 39 Palestinian families from Baten
al-Hawa, with colonizers taking over their homes — part of a systematic effort to impose colonial
facts on the ground.
These cases rely on the 1970 “Legal and Administrative Matters Law”, which permits Jews to
“reclaim” pre-1948 properties while denying Palestinians the right to recover their own
confiscated homes.
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Palestinian institutions and rights organizations describe Ateret Cohanim as one of the most
aggressive colonial groups operating in occupied Jerusalem.

For decades, it has spearheaded efforts to take over Palestinian homes in Silwan and the Old City
through fraudulent means, fabricated pretexts, and the backing of a biased Israeli judicial system.
Its activities are widely viewed as part of a long-term strategy to reshape the demographic
character of the city and entrench colonial control around Al-Agsa Mosque.

Ateret Cohanim’s ability to pursue evictions, seize Palestinian property, and install illegal
paramilitary Israeli colonizers is sustained by a steady flow of funding from the United States.

At the center of this network is American Friends of Ateret Cohanim, a New York—based
501(c)(3) organization that channels millions of dollars in tax-deductible donations to the group.
IRS filings show that the nonprofit reported $1.99 million in revenue in 2024, with 75.7% derived
from direct contributions and 24.1% from fundraising activities. It listed $629,098 in assets,
supported by a U.S. tax structure that enables donors to subsidize activities carried out in
occupied East Jerusalem.

These funds support Ateret Cohanim’s legal teams pursuing eviction cases against Palestinian
families in Silwan and the Old City, as well as property takeovers conducted through the
“Jerusalem Reclamation Project,” a vehicle for expanding Israeli colonies inside Palestinian
neighborhoods.

The donations also sustain institutions such as Yeshiva Ateret Cohanim, which plays a central
role in promoting the ideological framework behind the organization’s colonization agenda.
Baten al-Hawa, located about 400 meters south of Al-Aqsa Mosque, is home to roughly 10,000
Palestinian residents and is among the most heavily targeted areas in Silwan.

The Jerusalem Governorate warns that the ongoing evictions aim to consolidate colonial control
around Al-Agsa Mosque and link surrounding colonial outposts, deepening the suffering of
residents, and threatening their fundamental right to housing.

The discriminatory legal framework governing property claims in Jerusalem is central to
understanding the eviction cases unfolding in Baten al-Hawa and other Palestinian
neighborhoods.

The “Legal and Administrative Matters Law” underpins Ateret Cohanim’s claims to several
dunams in the area and is routinely used to justify eviction proceedings against Palestinian
families.

Palestinians, however, are categorically denied the same right. Homes, businesses, and
agricultural lands they owned before 1948 — including extensive properties in West Jerusalem,
Jaffa, Haifa, and other cities — cannot be reclaimed under Israeli law, even when families still
hold original deeds.

These properties were placed under the authority of the “Israeli Custodian of Absentee Property”
following the Nakba and were later transferred to the state or to Jewish institutions.

The Absentee Property Law of 1950 remains the primary mechanism preventing Palestinians
from recovering these assets or receiving meaningful compensation.

This legal structure creates a one-directional system: Jews may reclaim pre-1948 property in East
Jerusalem, while Palestinians are barred from reclaiming any of their pre-1948 property
anywhere.

Additional legislation, including the “Land Acquisition Law” of 1953 and administrative
regulations governing so-called “state land,” further entrenches this imbalance by enabling the
state to seize Palestinian land for the expansion of Israeli colonies while severely restricting
Palestinian construction and land registration.

Human rights organizations, UN bodies, and Palestinian legal institutions consistently describe
this framework as a system of institutionalized discrimination designed to dispossess Palestinians
and facilitate the transfer of their property to Israeli colonizer groups.
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In neighborhoods such as Silwan, Sheikh Jarrah, and the Old City, these laws form the legal
backbone of a long-term strategy to reshape the demographic landscape of occupied Jerusalem
and consolidate Israeli control around Al-Agsa Mosque.
All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, in addition to
various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.
Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention prohibits collective punishment and acts of terror
against civilian populations.
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power shall not deport or
transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it occupies.” It also prohibits the
“individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied
territory”.
Articles 53 and 147, prohibit the destruction of civilian property and classify pillage as a war
crime.

International Middle East Media Center 24-4-2026
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70,000 Palestinians perform Friday prayer at Aqsa Mosque

Around 70,000 worshipers performed Friday prayer at the Aqsa Mosque amid restrictions and
measures imposed by Israeli forces around the Old City of Jerusalem and its gates.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that Israeli forces removed Palestinian citizens banned from
entering the Mosque, escorted them outside the Old City walls, and prevented them from praying
at the holy site.
In a related development, Israeli municipal crews issued fines to motorcycles parked near Herod’s
Gate as an arbitrary measure targeting worshipers.
Palestinian calls were issued urging people to mobilize and travel to Aqsa Mosque in Occupied
Jerusalem and gather in large numbers to perform Friday prayer, in response to the escalating
attacks by Israeli forces and settlers.
The calls emphasized the importance of maintaining a constant presence at Agsa and seizing
every opportunity to strengthen Palestinian presence at the holy site to protect it from increasing
efforts to alter its identity.
They also stressed that the image of large crowds of worshipers at Agsa sends a powerful
message in defense of the Mosque and affirms the religious and historical rights of Palestinians to
it.
This comes amid warnings of increasing settler incursions, with settlers exploiting religious and
seasonal occasions to implement plans aimed at changing the status quo at the Agsa Mosque.
Agsa preacher Sheikh Ikrima Sabri said that settler incursions into the holy site’s courtyards,
along with provocative practices, are part of repeated attempts to impose new realities. He noted
that such incursions, which coincide with what is called “Independence Day,” are not the first and
will not be the last.
He added that during these incursions, settlers perform Talmudic rituals, raise Israeli flags, and
engage in loud activities inside the Mosque’s courtyards in an attempt to impose a new character
on the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 24-4-2026
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Palestinian youth injured by Israeli gunfire near Jerusalem

A young Palestinian man was injured on Sunday morning after being shot by Israeli forces in the
town of Al-Ram, north of occupied Jerusalem.
The Palestinian Red Crescent Society reported that its crews treated a man who was shot with live
ammunition in the thigh near the separation wall in Al-Ram. He was subsequently transferred to
hospital for medical treatment.

WAFA 26-4-2026
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Colonists block junction near Mikhmas north of Jerusalem

Israeli colonists blocked the Mikhmas junction on Saturday evening, north-east of occupied
Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that colonists gathered at the junction near the village of
Mikhmas, preventing Palestinian vehicles from passing through.
The village of Mikhmas and nearby Bedouin communities have been facing repeated attacks by
colonists under the protection of Israeli forces, including assaults on residents, the burning and
destruction of homes, livestock shelters and vehicles, as well as vandalism of solar panels and
surveillance cameras, in addition to the confiscation of equipment.

WAFA 25-4-2026
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Colonists assault farmers, fire tear gas near Beit Iksa, northwest of
Jerusalem

Israeli colonists attacked Palestinian farmers on Saturday evening in their lands in the village of

Beit Iksa, northwest of Jerusalem, firing dozens of tear gas canisters at them under the protection

of Israeli forces.

Farmer Abdel Karim Hamayel said colonists assaulted him while he was plowing his land in the

Khirbet Samri area near the village, adding that the heavy use of tear gas caused suffocation cases

among farmers.

Witnesses reported that Israeli forces provided protection to the colonists and prevented residents

from accessing their lands, amid an escalation of attacks in the area.

On March 11, colonists began establishing a new outpost on the lands of the village. Since then,

they have carried out land leveling, set up structures, blocked agricultural roads used by residents,

and have threatened locals at gunpoint to stay away.

The village of Beit Iksa has witnessed increasing colonist attacks, alongside Israeli measures that

have isolated the area and restricted residents' movement and access to their agricultural lands.
WAFA 25-4-2026
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