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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

Wb (68N by il 781 ol CollamDle S o)l 95— dSholl Dicmlll i o
MR e cnedl Lalll Olgis e
o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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e Prince Hassan congratulates Christians on Christmas

e Deputising for King, interior minister attends midnight
Christmas mass in Bethlehem

e 60,000 Palestinians perform Friday, absentee prayers for
Gaza and West Bank martyrs at Aqsa Mosque

e Israel escalates home demolitions in al-Khalil and
Jerusalem under collective punishment policy

e Settlers storm Al-Agsa Mosque as violations escalate in
occupied Jerusalem

e Palestinian youth injured in O. Jerusalem, Israeli
municipality approves new settlement tunnel
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Prince Hassan congratulates Christians on Christmas
AMMAN — HRH Prince Hassan, chairperson of the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies' board
of trustees, on Saturday extended his congratulations to heads and representatives of churches in
the Kingdom and to members of the Christian communities on the occasion of Christmas during a
visit to the Presentation of the Lord Cathedral.
Prince Hassan, in the presence of a number of former ministers and prominent Muslim and
Christian national figures, extended Christmas greetings, at a challenging time when the suffering
of the people of Gaza remains at the forefront, with Jerusalem ever present in the heart and
conscience, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported.
Prince Hassan reaffirmed his deep faith in humanity, emphasising that the true belief is grounded
in solidarity and mutual support, and that freedom of faith, together with the right to full
citizenship founded on complete equality in rights and responsibilities, forms a cornerstone of
modern societies, safeguarded by clear constitutional provisions and unequivocal religious texts.
He also highlighted the significance of the Hashemite custodianship over Islamic and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem, stressing that the historical bond between Jordan and the Holy City
constitutes an essential part of the nation’s historical legacy.
Prince Hassan noted that Jordan submitted a portfolio to UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee
in 1981 to have Old Jerusalem inscribed as a World Heritage site, followed by a request in 1982
to list it as a site in danger, adding that in 2004, Jordan, working with the Arab group,
successfully blocked attempts by Israeli authorities to remove Old Jerusalem from the endangered
list.
He also highlighted the civilisational role of religious endowments in Jerusalem, together with
charitable trusts, in raising awareness among the city’s residents and preserving its long-standing
cultural, religious, and social heritage.
The prince stressed the need for collective thinking on making Jerusalem’s religious endowments
a key tool to support its residents, underscoring the importance of establishing a single investment
body to develop a comprehensive plan for all endowments, transforming them from charitable or
family trusts into developmental endowments.
He also stressed the importance of raising awareness among young people about issues of history
and shared identity, bridging knowledge gaps, and enhancing their understanding of their
responsibilities towards their cultural and human heritage.

Jordan Times 27/12/2025
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Deputising for King, interior minister attends midnight Christmas mass

in Bethlehem
AMMAN — Deputising for His Majesty King Abdullah, Minister of Interior Mazen Faraya
attended the Midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on the occasion of
Christmas for Christian denominations that follow the Western calendar.
The Mass was also attended by Palestinian Vice President Hussein Al Sheikh, representing
President Mahmoud Abbas, along with a number of Palestinian political figures, Christian and
Muslim clergy, and diplomats from around the world, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported.
The Patriarch of Jerusalem and Jordan and all the Holy Land, Pierbattista Pizzaballa, delivered
the Christmas homily at the Church of St. Catherine (part of the Church of tha Nativity complex),
calling for peace, love, and tolerance to prevail among humanity in order to live in security,
peace, and prosperity.
He urged followers of the three monotheistic religions to embrace faith, love, peace, and
tolerance instead of hatred, resentment, and violence.
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Patriarch Pizzaballa thanked His Majesty the King for his positions and efforts in supporting the
people of the Gaza Strip, as well as his continued support for Christian and Islamic holy sites in
occupied Jerusalem.
He called on the international community and the peoples of the region to work towards ending
wars, conflicts, and disputes, and to shoulder their responsibilities in achieving peace and ending
the suffering of the people of Gaza, especially children who have endured hunger, fear, sorrow,
and hardship over many years.

Jordan Times 25/12/2025
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60,000 Palestinians perform Friday, absentee prayers for Gaza and

West Bank martyrs at Aqsa Mosque

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (PIC) Tens of thousands of Palestinians gathered at the blessed Agsa
Mosque to perform the Friday prayer, followed by the absentee prayer for the souls of martyrs
from Gaza and the West Bank, despite the strict security measures imposed by the Israeli
occupation forces around Jerusalem and the Mosque.
The courtyards of the Mosque witnessed the participation of around 60,000 worshippers, who
performed the Friday prayer and then the absentee prayer for the martyrs, in a scene that
embodied Palestinians’ insistence on their right to pray and to be present inside the sacred
mosque.
Since the early morning hours, the occupation forces imposed severe restrictions on worshippers’
entry through military checkpoints spread around Jerusalem, and erected additional iron barriers
around the Old City and at the gates of the Aqsa Mosque.
The forces detained dozens of young men, checked their IDs, and prevented a number of them
from reaching the Mosque, in an attempt to reduce the number of worshippers and limit
Palestinian presence at the holy Islamic site.
Amid these measures, Jerusalemite activists continue to call for urgent and effective action to
protect the Agsa Mosque and Islamic holy sites, and to stop the daily violations aimed at erasing
the Arab and Islamic identity of Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Information Center 26/12/2025
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Israel escalates home demolitions in al-Khalil and Jerusalem under

collective punishment policy

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (PIC) Separately in occupied Jerusalem, Israeli authorities forced
Palestinian resident Saqr Qanbar to demolish his own home in the town of Jabal al-Mukabber,
south of the city. Qanbar carried out the demolition to avoid heavy fines imposed by the Israeli
municipality if the house was demolished by its teams.

The move followed the demolition of two other Palestinian homes earlier this week in the same
area, allegedly for lacking building permits, permits that Palestinians say are systematically
denied.

According to the Jerusalem Governorate, Israeli occupation authorities carried out 27 demolition
and land-clearing operations in the holy city in November alone, including five cases of forced
self-demolition, 21 demolitions by municipal and security forces, and one land razing operation.
Palestinian officials warn that home demolitions are being used as a tool to reshape the city’s
demographic reality, in violation of international law, which forbids the destruction of civilian
property under occupation.

The Palestinian Information Center 26/12/2025
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Settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque as violations escalate in occupied

Jerusalem

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (PIC) Dozens of Israeli settlers stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound on Thursday morning under heavy protection from Israeli occupation police forces, as
violations against the holy site continue to escalate in occupied Jerusalem.
Jerusalem-based sources said 218 settlers entered the Al-Agsa compound in successive groups
through the Maghariba Gate during the morning incursion period, with Israeli occupation police
forces securing their entry and movement inside the Mosque.
In a related development, the Jerusalem Governorate documented more than 220 violations
carried out by Israeli occupation forces and settlers across the city during November, according to
its monthly report on occupation violations.
The report said that 4,266 settlers stormed the Al-Agsa compound last month, in addition to
15,220 others classified as “tourists,” in what it described as ongoing attempts to impose Israeli
control over the Mosque and its surroundings.
Al-Agsa Mosque has been subjected to near-daily settler incursions, excluding Fridays and
Saturdays, during morning and afternoon periods, as part of sustained efforts to impose temporal
and spatial division of the holy site.

The Palestinian Information Center 25/12/2025
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Palestinian youth injured in O. Jerusalem, Israeli municipality approves

new settlement tunnel

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, (PIC) A Palestinian youth was shot by Israeli occupation forces on
Thursday afternoon near the separation wall in the town of Al-Ram, north of Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Red Crescent reported that its crews treated a 25-year-old man who was wounded
by live ammunition near the separation wall in Al-Ram, close to Jerusalem, before transferring
him to a hospital for medical treatment.

Israeli occupation forces frequently target Palestinian civilians and workers as they attempt to
cross the separation wall to reach their workplaces in Jerusalem and 1948 occupied Palestine.
Meanwhile, the occupation municipality in Jerusalem approved the implementation of a new
tunnel project south of the city, in a move reflecting the escalation of Judaization policies and the
deepening of settlement plans in Jerusalem and its surroundings.

The Jerusalem Governorate stated on Thursday that the Israeli occupation municipality approved
the project with an estimated budget of around 10 million shekels.

In a post on its Facebook page, the governorate explained that the approval came through
cooperation between the occupation municipality, the so-called “Civil Administration,” and the
Israeli Ministry of Transportation, with the budget allocated for the project in the Wadi Al-
Darajah area.

The project aims to link the “Har Homa” settlement, built on the lands of Jabal Abu Ghneim
south of Jerusalem, to the Begin bypass road, as part of efforts to strengthen settlement
connectivity and expand settlers’ infrastructure.

The tunnel project is located in Wadi Al-Darajah, an area separating several Palestinian villages
south of Jerusalem, most notably Sur Baher and Umm Tuba, threatening further isolation of
Palestinian communities and restricting their urban expansion.

The Palestinian Information Center 25/12/2025
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