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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Sabri: Israeli emergency measures are a pretext to seize control of the

Aqsa Mosque
Israel Closes Al-Agsa Gates for Third Day amid West Bank Lockdown

Israeli forces detain employee of Islamic Waqf at Al-Aqsa

Israeli forces raid Jerusalem-area town and photograph buildings
Israel extends state of emergency as worshippers expelled from
Jerusalem mosque
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Sabri: Israeli emergency measures are a pretext to seize control of the
Aqsa Mosque

Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, head of the Higher Islamic Council in Occupied
Jerusalem, has denounced the Israeli decision to close the Agsa Mosque
under the pretext of a state of emergency, warning that the move seeks to
tighten control over the Islamic holy site.
In press remarks on Sunday, Sabri said that the Israeli occupation authority
(IOA) exploits every opportunity to shut the Aqsa Mosque, describing such
closures as “unjustified measures repeatedly taken under security pretexts.”
Sabri added that “the closure of the Aqsa Mosque entrenches police
dominance under the guise of security, violates freedom of worship, and
signals Israeli efforts to control the holy site’s management and strip the
Jordanian-run Islamic Awqaf Administration of its powers.”
The Jerusalemite official pointed out that this measure deprives tens of
thousands of Muslims of performing the nighttime Isha and Tarawih prayers
inside the Agsa Mosque compound.
Meanwhile, a statement released by the Palestinian Jerusalem Governorate
on Sunday said that the IOA continued to seal off the holy city, its old
neighborhoods, and the Agsa Mosque for the second consecutive day after
declaring a state of emergency following the launch of the Zio-American
attack on Iran on Saturday.
According to the statement, Muslim worshipers are still being prevented
from entering the Aqsa Mosque for prayers.

The Palestinian Information Center 2-3-2026

k sk sk sk

Israel Closes Al-Aqgsa Gates for Third Day amid West Bank Lockdown

Israeli forces continued to close the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem old city
for the third consecutive day on Monday.

Local sources said that Israeli authorities prevented worshippers from
entering the mosque, citing a “state of emergency.” This comes amid a
heavy deployment of forces around the mosque’s perimeter and the gates of
the Old City, effectively barring residents from reaching the courtyards.
Israeli forces originally shuttered Al-Agsa on Saturday morning, forcing
worshippers to leave and preventing the performance of Isha and Tarawih
prayers.
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The closure of the mosque coincides with the Israeli army’s announcement
of a general lockdown on the West Bank, occurring only hours after a large-
scale attack launched by Israel and the United States against Iran.
Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem old city is the third holiest site in Islam,
during the holy month of Ramadan, the mosque serves as a massive
gathering point for hundreds of thousands of people, serving as a center for
social, educational, and communal life.

International Middle East Media Center 2-3-2026
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Israeli forces detain employee of Islamic Waqf at Al-Aqsa

Israeli police detained an employee of the Islamic Waqf in the occupied city
of Jerusalem on Monday evening.
The Jerusalem Governorate told WAFA that Israeli police detained Hossam
Sidr, an employee in the Al-Agsa Mosque Construction Department.
The Islamic Wagqf that administers Al-Agsa and other Islamic holy sites in
Jerusalem operates under Jordanian custodianship, a role affirmed through
historical agreements and recognized in the 1994 peace treaty between Israel
and Jordan.

WAFA 2-3-2026
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Israeli forces raid Jerusalem-area town and photograph buildings

Israeli occupation forces raided the town of Issawiya, northeast of occupied
Jerusalem, on Monday.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that the occupation forces stormed
Issawiya and photographed a number of buildings and shops.
WAFA 2-3-2026
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Israel extends state of emergency as worshippers expelled from
Jerusalem Mosque

Israeli forces expelled worshippers Sunday evening from a mosque in
Jerusalem’s Old City and prevented them from performing the Isha and
Tarawih prayers, as the government extended a nationwide state of
emergency for an additional 12 days.

According to local sources, Israeli police forces stormed Sheikh Lulu
Mosque shortly before the call to evening prayer, ordered worshippers to
leave, and barred all congregational prayers, including special Ramadan
Tarawih prayers.
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The move comes amid what Palestinians describe as an ongoing policy of
restrictions targeting places of worship in occupied Jerusalem.
The incident coincided with the continued closure of Al-Agsa Mosque for a
second consecutive day under emergency regulations. Since Saturday
evening, Israeli authorities have fully sealed the compound, forcing
worshippers to leave immediately following the announcement of
emergency measures after Israel’s military strike on Iran.
Security forces have also imposed tight restrictions throughout the Old City
and at its entrances, further limiting movement and access to religious sites.
Meanwhile, Israeli media reported that the government approved an
extension of the nationwide state of emergency on the home front through
March 12, following what Channel 13 described as a comprehensive security
assessment.
The emergency order allows the military to maintain expanded powers,
including closing specific areas and directing residents in high-risk zones to
remain near shelters amid concerns over potential Iranian rocket fire.
The extension follows the joint Israeli-US strike on Iran carried out
Saturday, which took place during ongoing negotiations between Tehran and
Washington and has heightened tensions across the region.

The Palestinian Information Center 2-3-2026

L

Vo



The mosque was built by Abil Malek Ben
Marwan after consulting with Moslem
scholars and allocated what is equivalent to
7 years of tax revenues from Egypt. He
delegated the management of work to two
of his confidants: Raja' Ben Hayat Bin Joud
Al Canadi (a Muslim theologian and born
in Bisan. He died in 112 Hihri (730 AC)
and the other is Yazid ben Salam (A Sire of
Abdil Malek Marwan and a resident of
Jerusalem).

Construction started in the year 685 Hijri
(685 AC) and was completed in the year 72
Hijri (691 AC). First, the Dome of the
Chain located east of the Dome of the Rock
was constructed to be a model and later the
mosque itself.

The name of Abdil Malek Ben Marwan was
engraved on the middle octagonal arcade in
the southern east side of the interior with
Golden Kufi alphabets. The engraving read:
"this dome was built by Abdil Malek Ben
Marwan, the Prince of the Faithful, in the
year 72-(May God accept and bless
him...Amen).
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