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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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TIOA demolishes 26 structures and arrests 250 Palestinians in
Jerusalem during April

Jerusalem awaits three tense Fridays in May amid warnings
Sheikh Jarrah: How ceasefires enable Israel’s quiet annexation

Tens of Thousands Perform Friday Prayers at Al-Aqsa Despite
Occupation Restrictions
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IOA demolishes 26 structures and arrests 250 Palestinians in Jerusalem
during April

Wadi Hilweh Information Center reported that the Israeli occupation authority (IOA)
demolished 26 structures and arrested 250 Palestinians in Jerusalem during the month of
April.

The center explained in a report monitoring occupation violations in Jerusalem during
April, that most of the houses demolished by the IOA during the past month were
inhabited and had been standing for years.

It indicated that the demolition operations were mainly concentrated in the town of
Silwan, especially in al-Bustan neighborhood, along with demolitions in Jabal al-
Mukabbir, as-Suwwana, and the Old City.

It pointed out that most of the demolition operations were carried out personally by the
homeowners, to avoid paying heavy financial fines and demolition costs, or to avoid
causing damage to neighboring houses.

It confirmed that the IOA continued during April, to carry out daily arrest campaigns in
Jerusalem, as the number of detainees exceeded 250, including women, youths, elderly
people, and hundreds of West Bank ID holders.

Regarding the incursions into the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque, marked increases in the
numbers of intruding settlers were recorded during April, most notably: the incursion of
632 settlers into the Mosque coinciding with what is called “Independence Day”, and 488
settlers on the day the Mosque was reopened.

The center mentioned that Al-Agsa witnessed a series of violations, represented by
performing collective and public prayers and what is known as “epic prostration” in the
courtyards, organizing dancing and singing circles, especially in the eastern side near the
Bab al-Rahma prayer hall, and chanting religious hymns along the western path with
frequent stops, in addition to raising the Israeli flags inside the Mosque, and wearing
clothes carrying symbols, flags, and pictures of the alleged “Temple”.
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In late April, extremist “Temple groups” issued expanded versions of “prayer texts” for
use during Al-Agsa incursions.
The information center monitored 95 deportation decisions from Al-Agsa Mosque and
the Old City, with periods ranging between one week and six months.
As part of the policy of pursuing religious figures and authorities and tightening the
noose on them, the Israeli police on 17 April prevented the Imam and preacher of Al-
Agsa, Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, from entering the Mosque, following his attempt to arrive to
perform Friday prayer, despite the end of his deportation period which lasted about two
years.
The Israeli police also summoned Sheikhs Raed Salah and Kamal al-Khatib from 1948
occupied Palestine for investigation at the “al-Qishla” center in Nazareth, and banned
them from accessing Al-Agsa Mosque for a period of one week with the possibility of
renewing the ban for several months.
According to the information center, the IOA continues to detain the bodies of 30
Jerusalemite martyrs who hold Israeli IDs, the oldest of them since October 2016,
including ten children.

Palestinian Information Center 29-4-2026
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Jerusalem awaits three tense Fridays in May amid warnings

Jerusalem enters the month of May amidst a state of anticipation tinged with caution,
with expectations of escalating tension in the vicinity of al-Agsa Mosque during three
consecutive Fridays, coinciding with Israeli religious and national occasions, amidst
warnings of renewed Israeli attempts to impose field realities inside the Mosque.

Field estimates indicate that organizations linked to what is known as the “Temple” are
preparing to intensify their incursions, within the framework of what they describe as
“compensatory incursions,” to compensate for the closure period that lasted about 40
days during the Hebrew “Passover”, which raises fears of re-introducing attempts to
bring religious and symbolic rituals into the courtyards of the Mosque.

Second Passover: The beginning of the escalation

The first stations of tension begin on Friday, May 1, with what is known as the “Second
Passover,” which is a limited religious occasion, however, estimates warn against
exploiting it as an entry point for attempts to bring “animal sacrifices” into al-Agsa
Mosque.

Estimates point out that the Thursday preceding the occasion may witness preliminary
incursions, in light of the closure of the door for incursions on Friday, which may push
those groups to intensify their activity on the previous day.

Jerusalem Day and the flag march ... the peak of tension

As for the peak of the escalation, it is expected on Friday, May 15, which corresponds to
what is called in Israel “Jerusalem Day,” the anniversary of the occupation of the city in
1967.

Usually, this day witnesses wide incursions into al-Agsa Mosque in the morning hours,
followed in the evening by the “Flag March” in the Old City, amidst calls from Israeli
political and religious parties to raise the flag inside the courtyards of the Mosque under
the protection of the police, in a step considered a symbolic escalation to impose
manifestations of sovereignty.
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Feast of Weeks ... a third station for tension
The state of anticipation continues on Friday, May 22, with the biblical “Feast of
Weeks”, which is one of the ancient pilgrimage holidays, and which is still exploited as
an occasion for repeated incursions.
Estimates warn of the possibility of repeating attempts to bring sacrifices or religious
symbols inside al-Aqsa, with preliminary movements expected on the Thursday
preceding the occasion.
Calls for vigilance and early presence
In this context, the researcher in Jerusalem affairs, Ziad Ibhais, warned of the danger of
the coming stage, emphasizing that “al-Aqsa is facing three occasions of aggression
during three consecutive Fridays, practically distributed over six days between Thursday
and Friday.”
He added in a statement to the PIC reporter that the “Temple” organizations may deal
with the Thursdays preceding these Fridays as “compensatory incursion days”, in light of
the closure of the door for incursions on Friday, while reviving their demands to storm
the Mosque on this day as well.
Ibhais pointed to precedents that occurred during the last year, during which animal and
plant sacrifices were brought into the courtyards of al-Aqsa for brief periods, before they
were confronted, warning against the repetition of these attempts during the month of
May.
He called for “heading to al-Agsa Mosque, and for vigilance and early presence in the six
specified days, to foil any attempts to impose new realities inside the Mosque,”
emphasizing the importance of popular movement in supporting the Murabitin and
maintaining the status quo in the Jerusalem Sanctuary.

Palestinian Information Center 30-4-2026
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Sheikh Jarrah: How ceasefires enable Israel’s quiet annexation

By Farwa Imtiaz

On 20 April 2026 the Jerusalem District Planning Committee approved an 11-storey
ultra-Orthodox Jewish religious school known as Or Somayach, or the Glassman
Yeshiva, in the heart of Sheikh Jarrah (Occupied Jerusalem). The project will rise on five
dunums of land at the southern entrance to the neighborhood, directly opposite Sheikh
Jarrah Mosque. It includes dormitories for hundreds of students and residential units for
teaching staff. Palestinian officials immediately condemned the move, saying it
deliberately exploits the current regional distractions.

While fragile ceasefires hold in Gaza and Lebanon and attention shifts to Iran, Israel is
pressing ahead with its settler-colonial project in occupied East Jerusalem and the West
Bank. This latest step in Sheikh Jarrah is no isolated event. It is part of a systematic drive
to displace Palestinians and implant settlers, killing off any realistic two-state solution
and breaking international law. Palestinian families are bearing the brunt.

The decision is the latest chapter in a decades-long campaign. Occupation authorities
seized the land years ago under the pretext of “public needs” and handed it in 2007 to the
US-linked Or Somayach Institutions.
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If the complex is built, it will sharply increase the settler population, tighten security
controls and change the character of the neighborhood beyond recognition. Residents
already endure daily harassment, restricted movement and the constant threat of eviction.

Rawhi Fattouh, head of the Palestinian National Council, called the approval part of a
calculated colonial strategy. “The approval of the Or Somayach project is part of a
systematic colonial project that uses regional turmoil to impose unlawful changes in
occupied Jerusalem,” he said. In his view, the timing is no accident. The move takes
advantage of the focus on ceasefires elsewhere to push through facts on the ground that
would otherwise face stronger resistance.

This single project is only one piece of a much wider land grab. Last August Israeli
authorities finalized the controversial E1 plan, which clears the way for thousands of new
housing units linking East Jerusalem to the Ma’ale Adumim settlement bloc. When
completed, it will cut East Jerusalem off from the rest of the West Bank and create an
unbroken Israeli corridor. In February this year the government restarted formal land
registration across large parts of Area C, the first time since 1967. Critics rightly label it
de facto annexation, a process that could transfer vast tracts of Palestinian land to the
Israeli state.

Buffer zones around settlements keep expanding, new outposts keep appearing and
bypass roads keep multiplying. All these measures restrict Palestinian access to their own
farmland and homes. Taken together, they make a contiguous Palestinian state
geographically impossible and lock in permanent occupation.

The regional ceasefires have handed Israel the political cover it needed. Six months after
the Gaza ceasefire began in October 2025, the humanitarian crisis continues, restrictions,
disease outbreaks and reconstruction remain stalled.

Yet attention has moved on. The Lebanon ceasefire that started in mid-April and the
uneasy pauses around Iran have pulled diplomatic and media focus away. Palestinian
officials have directly linked the Sheikh Jarrah decision to this distraction.

The Israeli rights group Ir Amim warned that the yeshiva plan will sharply increase
pressure on Palestinian residents. If it goes ahead, daily insecurity will rise for families
who have lived in Sheikh Jarrah for generations. Children will grow up in neighborhoods
deliberately redesigned to exclude them. Parents will watch their heritage and future
prospects disappear under concrete and ideology.

Every one of these steps violates international law. Settlement activity in occupied
territory breaks the Fourth Geneva Convention. The El plan and the land registration
process amount to annexation and forcible transfer, both banned under the convention
and repeated UN resolutions. The International Court of Justice has repeatedly declared
such actions illegal.

By moving forward Israel undermines the legal protections that should safeguard
Palestinian rights in East Jerusalem. It also destroys any realistic chance of the city
serving as the capital of a future Palestinian state, a demand rooted in international
consensus and Palestinian national aspirations.

The human cost falls on ordinary Palestinian families. Many already carry the scars of
repeated eviction threats and home demolitions.

The new yeshiva will bring hundreds more settlers into their midst and make daily life
even harder. These families are not abstract statistics. They are the living proof of the
dispossession that international law was meant to prevent.
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The message from Sheikh Jarrah and the parallel moves in the West Bank is
unmistakable. Ceasefires that leave the occupation untouched do not bring peace. They
simply open the door to the next phase of dispossession. While the world watches fragile
truces elsewhere, Israel continues to bury the two-state solution and impose a one-state
reality of apartheid and inequality.
Real security and stability in the region demand more than temporary pauses in violence.
They require genuine accountability, an immediate end to settlement expansion and the
full restoration of Palestinian rights, including the right of return and Jerusalem as the
capital of Palestine. Only by confronting the occupation’s relentless continuity can the
international community uphold international law and advance the equality and justice
the Middle East so urgently needs.

Palestinian Information Center 29-4-2026
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Tens of Thousands Perform Friday Prayers at Al-Aqsa Despite
Occupation Restrictions

Palestinian Information Center — Tens of thousands of worshippers performed Friday
prayers on May 1, 2025, at Al-Agsa Mosque, despite the strict measures imposed by
Israeli occupation forces around the mosque and within the Old City of Jerusalem.

Occupation forces were heavily deployed throughout the city’s streets, setting up
checkpoints and iron barricades at the gates of the Old City and Al-Agsa Mosque. Young
men were stopped, their IDs checked, and several were detained.

On Al-Wad Street inside the Old City, forces stopped a number of young men, forced
them to leave the area, and prevented them from reaching Al-Agsa Mosque to perform
prayers.

This came following calls issued on Thursday by Jerusalemite activists and Palestinian
groups urging residents of Jerusalem and Palestinians inside Israel to head to Al-Agsa
Mosque and be present there on Friday, in affirmation of its Islamic identity and in
opposition to Judaization plans.

Warnings have been increasing over the potential exploitation of such occasions by
extremist groups to carry out intensified incursions and attempts to bring sacrificial
offerings into the mosque’s courtyards, amid concerns of escalating tensions in the
coming period.
Palestinian Information Center 1-5-2026
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