il (yebmiind AuSULS oLl
doladl dlo¥t

owaitl 2dlgg Hlust]

Yorn/e/n @sall & VEEV Jgd VA i)
(o) axd

@ https://www.rcja.org.jo ﬂ https://www.facebook.com/rcjajo



OByl dgrg e a0 B0 590 .
» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Al-Agsa Mosque and Church of the Holy Sepulcher remain closed by
Israel for 37th day

Jerusalem governorate reports 7 attempts to bring sacrifices to Al-
Aqsa

Palestinian Christians blocked again as Israeli curbs overshadow
Easter in occupied East Jerusalem

Israel exploits state of emergency to dismantle Jerusalem’s religious
status quo, imposing a discriminatory reality

Palestinian minor shot with Israeli forces’ gunfire during military raid
on Qalandia camp

Israeli forces uproot 200 trees in Hizma northeast of Jerusalem

Israeli forces assault youth during Jerusalem-area refugee camp

Israel forces Jerusalem resident to demolish his own house
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Israeli occupation authorities have continued to close Al-Agsa Mosque and the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher in the Old City of Jerusalem for the 37" consecutive day, citing a
“state of emergency” and security concerns amid the ongoing war with Iran.

The authorities are using this pretext to strengthen control over Al-Agsa Mosque, even as
calls grow to mobilize near checkpoints and surrounding areas to break the siege imposed
on the holy site and demand its reopening.

For only the ninth time since 1967, Al-Aqsa was closed last Friday, leaving its
courtyards, mosques, and halls empty except for a few staff from the Islamic Waqf. This
marks the fifth consecutive Friday of closure.
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In the streets of Jerusalem, Palestinians from the city and Israel gathered in roads and
alleys to perform prayers at the closest accessible points amid restrictions and
harassment.
Israeli forces were heavily deployed, particularly near the Old City walls and gates,
preventing prayers near the walls and dispersing worshippers, though hundreds managed
to pray on Salah al-Din Street and others at the bus station on Nablus Street.
Groups advocating for the so-called “Temple” are exploiting the Passover period, which
began on April 2 and continues until April 9, to incite Israeli settlers to enter Al-Agsa and
call for “sacrificial rituals” inside the mosque.
Official and religious authorities have warned that the continued closure constitutes a
severe violation of freedom of worship and a dangerous escalation that requires urgent
international intervention.

WAFA 5-4-2026
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Jerusalem governorate reports 7 attempts to bring sacrifices to Al-Agsa

The Jerusalem Governorate has documented seven attempts during Jewish Passover to bring
sacrificial animals into Al-Aqsa Mosque—the highest number since 1967. Israeli authorities have
kept Islam’s third holiest site and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre closed for 37 consecutive
days.
Palestinian authorities in Jerusalem have raised alarms over what they describe as a dangerous
escalation at Al-Agsa Mosque, reporting that seven documented attempts were made during this
year’s Jewish Passover holiday to bring sacrificial animals into the compound. The Jerusalem
Governorate said in a statement that this marks the highest number of such attempts recorded
since 1967. In two of the attempts, Israeli occupiers managed to reach the vicinity of Jerusalem’s
Old City with the animals as part of repeated efforts to perform religious rituals inside the mosque
compound—a site known to Jews as the Temple Mount.
Closure of holy sites continues
The governorate warned that extremist groups are exploiting the ongoing closure of Al-Agsa
Mosque to intensify incitement campaigns, including through videos and Al-generated content
aimed at mobilizing supporters. Israeli authorities have kept both Al-Agsa Mosque and the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre closed for 37 consecutive days, citing security concerns.
Palestinians say Israel is using the closure to tighten control over the mosque compound and
impose further restrictions on Muslim worshippers. The governorate noted that Friday marked the
ninth time since 1967 that Israel closed Al-Agsa on a Friday—a day of particular religious
significance. The mosque’s courtyards remained empty except for a small number of Islamic
Wagqf employees.
Regional context and Tiirkiye’s position
The closures come amid heightened regional tensions following the US-Israeli war on Iran, which
began on February 28, and the subsequent expansion of conflict to Lebanon on March 2. Israeli
police have also restricted access to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre after European countries
criticized authorities for barring Christian leaders from Palm Sunday celebrations. For Tiirkiye,
which has long championed the protection of Islamic holy sites and maintains strong ties with
Palestinian authorities, the continued closure of Al-Agsa and attempts to change its status quo are
deeply concerning. Ankara has repeatedly called on the international community to act against
what it describes as Israeli violations in occupied Jerusalem and has urged the immediate
reopening of all holy sites to worshippers of all faiths.

Yeni Shafak 6-4-2026
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Palestinian Christians blocked again as Israeli curbs overshadow Easter in
occupied East Jerusalem

On Palm Sunday, Israeli police barred Cardinal Pizzaballa from entering Holy Sepulchre for mass
before Netanyahu intervened and ordered his entry finally.

In the usually lively alleyways of Jerusalem's Old City, silence reigned on Easter on Sunday, with
the holiday overshadowed by Israeli restrictions on access to the Holy Sepulchre, where the
faithful commemorate Christ's crucifixion and resurrection.

On routes approaching the church, where Christians believe Jesus Christ was crucified, buried
and rose from the dead, police at checkpoints screened a small number of worshippers allowed
near the site.

All shops in the area were closed, heightening the sense of emptiness.

"Happy Easter," said the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, shortly
after dawn as he entered the church surrounded by a modest group of clergy, according
to AFP journalists at the site.

Outside, a few Catholics and Orthodox Christians tried to reach the church but were kept at a
distance by security forces.

"How can you tell me I cannot go to church, it is unacceptable," said one Catholic from Tel Aviv
who had attended Easter worship at the site in previous years.

Security has been stepped up in the Old City, located in occupied East Jerusalem and home to
sites sacred to Muslims, Christians and Jews.

Israel has also imposed restrictions on large gatherings as a security precaution due to the
constant threat of strikes during the ongoing US-Israel war on Iran.

"Here, inside this Sepulchre, we are not facing a symbol: we are facing a real emptiness,"
Cardinal Pizzaballa said at the Easter mass in the church.

"We are standing in the place where the stone was rolled away, yet we know all too well that
many stones remain sealed around us.

"Too many tombs have been dug again by hatred, violence, and retaliation," he said to a small
group of clergy.

On Palm Sunday, Cardinal Pizzaballa was prevented by Israeli police from entering the Holy
Sepulchre for mass, provoking outrage, before Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered he be
allowed in.

‘Hard for all of us'

Most Palestinian Christians belong to the Orthodox faith, which celebrates Easter on April 12.
But for many other Christians, the curbs on worship have stripped Sunday's Easter celebrations of
substance.

"It's very hard for all of us because it's our holiday... It's really hard to want to pray but to come
here and find nothing. Everything is closed," said Christina Toderas, 44, from Romania.

Like many other worshippers, she had resigned herself to watching the mass at the Holy
Sepulchre on television.

"Never in my lifetime did I imagine a day when we would be forbidden from taking those steps"
to the church, said a Palestinian woman from Jerusalem, Huda al-Imam.

"To have the Holy Sepulchre closed is to have the heart of our cultural and spiritual life stopped.
Easter is not an event we attend, it is who we are," she said.

Otmar Wassermann had also attempted to enter the Holy Sepulchre but failed.

"I must say I was somewhat frustrated," he told, recalling how the feast is generally celebrated
every year.

"The atmosphere is incredible," Wassermann said, noting the music in particular. "People who go
there, they have deep faith."

‘We had enough of all this’
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Despite his disappointment, the 65-year-old Catholic acknowledged that if the authorities said
there was "danger, then there might be danger".
Father Bernard Poggi, who was preparing to attend mass in another church near the holy site, also
said he understood the security measures but added that "it seems to be more and more that there's
an unevenness in how the laws are put into practice".
Inside the Holy Sepulchre, the celebrations were being held behind closed doors in front of a very
small congregation, a far cry from the crowds that usually gather.
Around the Old City, where hymns and processions usually dominate at Easter, only whispers
could be heard among the faithful moving discreetly through its passages.
"It is really sad. I just hope the war stops," said Julio Makhalfeh, a 25-year-old restaurant
manager.
"We had enough of all this. It is time to bring some normalcy back in our life."

TRT World 5-4-2026
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Israel exploits state of emergency to dismantle Jerusalem’s religious status
quo, imposing a discriminatory reality

Israeli authorities’ restrictions on freedom of worship in Jerusalem are not only a grave violation
of religious freedom and international law, but also part of a systematic apparatus of repression
within a broader structure of settler colonialism and apartheid. These measures are used to
subjugate Palestinians and reshape the city’s demography along discriminatory religious and
ethnic lines.

These measures reflect a deliberate Israeli policy to consolidate colonial control by excluding
Muslim and Christian Palestinians and marginalising their religious and national presence in
Jerusalem, while granting privileges to settlers and keeping Jewish places of worship and
commercial facilities open without comparable restrictions.

The ongoing Israeli closure of Al-Agsa Mosque since 28 January 2026, under the pretext of a
state of emergency and Home Front Command instructions following the outbreak of the US-
Israeli war on Iran, goes beyond a temporary security measure. It marks a new phase in Israel’s
ongoing efforts to impose coercive realities in Jerusalem. Israeli authorities are using the war and
emergency measures as cover to accelerate policies aimed at reducing the Palestinian presence
and erasing the city’s historical and religious identity.

Israeli authorities have maintained the full closure of Al-Agsa Mosque for the 37" consecutive
day since 28 February 2026, completely preventing religious rituals, including in enclosed
internal facilities such as the underground Marwani Mosque, which can accommodate around
4,000 worshippers. This undermines any claim that the restrictions are based on security needs,
“protective arrangements,” or a “state of emergency.”

While Muslims are barred from accessing Al-Aqsa Mosque during the most significant religious
periods, including Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, Israeli police provide heavy protection to tens of
thousands of settlers, allowing them to enter the mosque’s courtyards, bring in prayer materials,
and perform public Talmudic rituals. This reflects discriminatory enforcement of restrictions and
undermines the site’s historical and legal status quo.

The danger of these practices extends beyond the incursions and rituals themselves. They are
driven by extremist right-wing groups, including so-called “Temple groups,” which openly
declare their political goal of imposing temporal and spatial division at Al-Agsa Mosque and
advocate demolishing the Dome of the Rock to build a “Third Temple” in its place. This is
reflected in settler groups’ public celebrations on social media, where they describe the mosque’s
closure to Muslims as a “declaration of war” and a “victory” in the effort to impose exclusive
Jewish sovereignty over the site.
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These restrictions no longer merely raise concerns but rather reflect a systematic Israeli strategy
to impose a new reality in Jerusalem aimed at undermining the existing historical and legal status
quo, diminishing the authority of the Islamic Waqf Department, and gradually reducing
Palestinian presence. Israel recognises that Al-Aqsa Mosque is not only a place of worship, but
also a central pillar of Palestinian national, political, and religious identity. Targeting Palestinian
presence there, therefore, constitutes a direct attack on that identity and an attempt to weaken it,
within a broader context of officially supported efforts to reshape the site’s religious and
historical character through practical steps toward imposing temporal and spatial division.

Israeli restrictions have not been limited to Al-Agsa Mosque but have also affected the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre during the same period. Access to the church has been restricted under
measures imposed on the Old City since 28 February 2026.

On 29 March 2026, Israeli police prevented the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Cardinal Pierbattista
Pizzaballa, and the Custos of the Holy Land, Father Francesco lelpo, from entering the church to
celebrate Palm Sunday Mass, despite their travelling individually and without any ceremonial
display.

These measures are not merely disproportionate or selective restrictions; they are manifestations
of an Israeli-imposed apartheid system based on the systematic domination of one racial group
over another and the systematic oppression of Palestinians through discriminatory control over
access to holy sites and fundamental rights. This system grants Israeli Jews privilege and control
while depriving Palestinian Muslims and Christians of their inherent right to worship and to be
present in Jerusalem.

The closure of Jerusalem to Muslim and Christian worshippers, while heavy security is provided
for settler incursions and Jewish access and religious practice remain largely unrestricted,
demonstrates that these measures are not neutral security policies but are implemented in a
discriminatory and unequal manner.

During the height of the “state of emergency,” which Israel invoked to close Al-Agsa Mosque
and the Ibrahimi Mosque, Jerusalem witnessed large Israeli gatherings in synagogues and streets
in early March 2026 to celebrate Purim. Despite official restrictions on public gatherings, Israeli
police often limited their response to warnings, while celebrations continued across the city. In
contrast, police used batons, sound grenades, and tear gas to disperse Palestinian worshippers
near the Old City as they attempted to perform Taraweeh prayers on 17 March 2026 and Eid al-
Fitr prayers on 20 March 2026 after being denied access to Al-Agsa Mosque.

This stark contradiction in Israeli policies exposes the depth of the apartheid system. While
authorities keep commercial and recreational facilities, including Mamilla Mall, fully open to the
public despite their proximity to besieged holy sites, they simultaneously deny a fundamental
human right: freedom of worship and access to sacred places. This shows that the restrictions are
not based on genuine security necessity but are used as a discriminatory tool to subjugate
Palestinians and restrict their religious presence in the city.

The continued closure of Al-Agsa Mosque has become a coercive tool for reshaping Palestinian
presence through restricted access, the exclusion of influential Jerusalemite figures, and the
erosion of the collective religious and national connection the mosque represents.

This approach predates the current closure and is reflected in systematic policies of bans,
summonses, and restrictions, including more than 250 expulsion orders issued since the beginning
of 2026. Many of these orders covered Al-Agsa Mosque and the Old City, and were repeatedly
extended, confirming that the reduction of Palestinian presence at Al-Agsa is not a response to an
emergency security situation, but part of an ongoing Israeli policy, now taking its clearest form in
the full closure imposed under the pretext of security.

The international community must take immediate and serious action to halt Israel’s unlawful
restrictions on freedom of worship and access to holy sites in Jerusalem, and to compel Israel, as
an occupying power, to stop using security pretexts and the state of emergency as cover for
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restricting the fundamental religious rights of Palestinian Muslims and Christians, and to ensure
respect for the historical and legal status quo of the city’s Islamic and Christian holy sites.
The United Nations, including the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and the Special Rapporteurs on freedom of religion or belief and on contemporary forms of
racism, must take clear public positions condemning these actions and work to document and
follow up on them as part of a broader pattern of discrimination and systematic persecution
against Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem.
Additionally, the High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva Convention must fulfil their
legal obligations and take practical measures to end Israeli violations in East Jerusalem, including
by exerting effective political, diplomatic, and legal pressure to stop the continued imposition of
coercive measures on holy sites and prevent Israel from exploiting impunity to further undermine
Palestinians’ religious and national rights.
Effective international protection for freedom of worship and access to holy sites in Jerusalem
must be ensured through fact-finding missions or independent international monitoring
mechanisms to monitor restrictions imposed on worshippers, document patterns of
discrimination, and provide oversight of measures affecting holy sites and the Palestinian
residents of the city.
All Israeli measures aimed at changing the religious, historical, and legal character of Jerusalem
must be halted, including the closure of Al-Agsa Mosque, restrictions on access to the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre, support for settler incursions into holy sites, and policies of expulsion and
harassment targeting Jerusalemite religious and national figures. These practices should be
recognised as part of a broader project to reshape the city’s reality in a way that excludes
Palestinians and marginalises their authentic presence there.
Protecting freedom of worship in Jerusalem is inseparable from protecting the Palestinian
presence in the city. Therefore, Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor calls on the international
community to treat these violations as infringements of inalienable rights, not merely temporary
administrative or security measures, and to take concrete steps to ensure accountability and non-
recurrence, including by supporting international investigation and accountability mechanisms for
the serious violations committed against Palestinians in East Jerusalem.

Euro — Med Human Rights Monitor 5-4-2026
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Palestinian minor shot with Israeli forces’ gunfire during military raid on
Qalandia camp

A Palestinian teenager, aged 17, was injured by Israeli forces’ live fire on Sunday evening during
an Israeli military raid on Qalandia refugee camp, north of occupied Jerusalem.
The Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) reported that its crews dealt with the injury of a 17-
year-old boy who was shot in the thigh with live ammunition during the raid and transferred him
to a hospital.
The Israeli occupation raid on Qalandia Camp has been ongoing for several hours, during which a
39-year-old man was beaten by soldiers, pepper sprayed, and taken to the hospital.
During the raid, Israeli soldiers fired tear gas canisters, blocked the camp’s entrance, and
completely obstructed vehicle movement, causing severe traffic congestion.
The Qalandia refugee camp frequently witnesses Israeli raids, which include attacks on residents
and imposition of strict measures, further exacerbating their daily hardships.

WAFA 5-4-2026
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Israeli forces uproot 200 trees in Hizma northeast of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces on Sunday uprooted 200 trees belonging to Palestinian residents in the
town of Hizma, northeast of occupied Jerusalem.
According to the Jerusalem Governorate, the occupation forces uprooted around 200 trees during
land leveling operations along the main road in the town.
The trees belong to several local Palestinian families.

WAFA 5-4-2026

Israeli forces assault youth during Jerusalem-area refugee camp

Israeli occupation forces assaulted a young man during a raid on Qalandiya refugee camp, north
of occupied Jerusalem, on Sunday evening.
Eyewitnesses reported that the occupation forces fired tear gas canisters during the raid, closed
the camp's entrance, and completely obstructed vehicular traffic, causing a severe traffic jam.
Qalandiya camp is subjected to frequent raids by the occupation forces, during which residents
are assaulted and subjected to harsh measures, exacerbating their daily suffering.

WAFA 5-4-2026
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Israel forces Jerusalem resident to demolish his own house

The Israeli municipality in Jerusalem forced Ali Younis Abu Rmeileh, a resident of the al-Thawri

neighborhood in Silwan, south of Al-Agsa Mosque, to demolish his 60-square-meter home,

which houses four people.

Local sources confirmed that the house was built four years ago, and that this is the second time

Abu Rmeileh has been forced to demolish his home in the past six years, continuing the

occupation's policies aimed at displacing residents from the neighborhood.

The Israeli occupation authorities force Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem to demolish their own

homes under the pretext of lacking building permits. Those who refuse have their homes

demolished by the occupation authorities, who then impose exorbitant costs on the owners.
WAFA 5-4-2026
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