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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem: Hashemite Custodianship Is a Safety Valve for the Holy
Sites
Archbishop Hanna Warns of Systematic Israeli Attacks Against Christians in Jerusalem

Sheikh Ikrima Sabri Warns of Dangerous Escalation at Al-Agsa and Calls for Vigilance
in Its Courtyards

New Settler Incursions into Al-Aqsa Mosque and Raising of Israeli Flags in Its
Courtyards
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Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem: Hashemite Custodianship Is a Safety
Valve for the Holy Sites

The Palestine Committee in the Senate, chaired by Senator Mazen
Darwazeh, held a meeting on Tuesday with His Grace Hosam Naoum,
Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem, to discuss the role of churches in supporting
the Palestinian cause and strengthening the presence of the just Palestinian
narrative in international forums.

Senator Darwazeh affirmed that Jordan, under the leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah II, continues its diplomatic and political efforts to defend
Palestinian rights and protect Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.
He stressed that these efforts represent a continuation of Jordan’s firm
position toward the Palestinian cause, which will remain the foremost central
issue both Arab and humanitarian.

For his part, Bishop Hosam Naoum, Archbishop of Jerusalem of the
Episcopal (Anglican) Church, emphasized the importance of ongoing
dialogue between religious authorities and legislative institutions in
supporting shared human values. He noted that the Church plays a spiritual,
moral, and humanitarian role in defending human dignity and advocating for
the causes of justice and peace.

He explained that the suffering endured by the Palestinian people requires a
clear moral stance that reinforces the truth and contributes to conveying it to
global public opinion without distortion or bias. He affirmed the Church’s
commitment to continuing its efforts in education, healthcare, and
community service, as well as promoting a culture of coexistence and
interfaith dialogue.

Bishop Hosam Naoum stressed the importance of the role of churches in
strengthening the humanitarian and spiritual presence in the region,
particularly in Jerusalem.

He also pointed out that the role undertaken by His Majesty King Abdullah
II, within the framework of the Hashemite custodianship over the holy sites
in Jerusalem, constitutes a safety valve for their protection and the
preservation of their religious and historical identity. He further commended
the role of the Jordanian Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in

overseeing and managing the affairs of Islamic holy sites in Jerusalem.
Petra 5-5-2026
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Archbishop Hanna Warns of Systematic Israeli Attacks Against
Christians in Jerusalem

Palestinian Information Center — Atallah Hanna, the Greek Orthodox
Archbishop of Sebastia, warned of an escalation in Israeli attacks against
Christians in Jerusalem and Palestine, describing them as “racist and
systematic,” targeting clergy and places of worship as part of efforts to alter
the character of the holy city.

In an interview published by Al Jazeera Net, Hanna said these attacks are
not isolated incidents but reflect a policy aimed at marginalizing and
weakening the Palestinian Arab presence—both Muslim and Christian—in
Jerusalem. He noted that Israeli politicians contribute to fueling this climate.

Hanna’s remarks came following an assault on a French nun in the Old City
of Jerusalem, which was captured on video and sparked widespread reaction.
He explained that the nun was subjected to a “brutal and savage attack”
while returning to her convent near Damascus Gate, resulting in injuries and
bruises before her condition later stabilized.

He stressed that this incident is not isolated but part of a long series of
violations targeting Christians and their holy sites since 1967, including
verbal abuse, spitting on clergy, and physical assaults. He added that “most
Christian clergy and nuns have been subjected to such insults.”

Archbishop Hanna affirmed that Christians in Palestine face the same
conditions as Muslims, stating: “We are one people, and we are all targeted
in our holy sites, our endowments, and in every aspect of our lives.” He
emphasized that these attacks reflect a “racist mindset” that does not respect
religious diversity in Jerusalem.

Decline in the Christian Population

Hanna accused official Israeli bodies of encouraging such behavior, citing
statements by an Israeli minister who described spitting on Christians as an
“ancient Jewish tradition.” He said such remarks legitimize and encourage
attacks.

In this context, he pointed out that these policies contribute to the decline in
the number of Christians in Palestine due to political, economic, and social
pressures, as well as movement restrictions—particularly in Jerusalem and
Bethlehem—where Palestinians are often denied access to their holy sites
despite geographic proximity.

According to the data he cited, the number of Christians in Jerusalem is
about 9,900, distributed among 13 churches, with followers of the Latin and
Greek Orthodox Churches forming the overwhelming majority.

Yy



Hanna also noted that conditions in the Gaza Strip, which has been subjected

to a devastating war, have further contributed to the decline in the Christian

population, amid what he described as “tragic” humanitarian conditions.

On international positions, he said that the stances of global churches are

“improving,” with growing solidarity with Palestinians over the past two

years. However, he stressed the need for further efforts to protect holy sites

and clergy.

He called on Christian religious authorities worldwide to “turn their

attention to Jerusalem and the Palestinian people,” emphasizing that

defending Palestine is a defense of “the holiest Christian presence in the

world.”

He also stressed the importance of Palestinian internal unity, considering it

essential to confronting challenges, and called for strengthening cohesion in

the face of what he described as projects aimed at eliminating the Palestinian

cause.

Hanna concluded by affirming that despite all challenges, Christians “will

remain in this land,” adding that Jerusalem will remain a unifying city where

“Al-Agsa and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre are inseparable twins.”
Palestinian Information Center 5-5-2026
k%

Sheikh Ikrima Sabri Warns of Dangerous Escalation at Al-Aqsa and
Calls for Vigilance in Its Courtyards

Palestinian Information Center — Sheikh Ikrima Sabri, preacher of Al-Agsa
Mosque, warned of escalating violations by Israeli occupation forces and
settlers against the mosque, stressing that the ongoing incursions, the display
of flags on its walls, and attempts to impose new realities constitute a
rejected aggression within a systematic Judaization plan.

The head of the Islamic Higher Committee in Jerusalem stated in press
remarks that these violations come with direct support from the current
Israeli government, whose members include figures inciting religious hatred
and calling for the demolition of Al-Agsa Mosque.

Sabri warned of the seriousness of the escalation led by extremist groups at
Al-Agsa, describing it as a “dangerous escalation targeting the sanctity of
places of worship and blatantly infringing on freedom of worship.”

In a related context, Israeli Army Radio revealed that 13 members of the
Knesset had submitted demands to open Al-Agsa Mosque to settlers on
Friday, May 15, coinciding with what is known as “Jerusalem Day.”

The radio reported that Knesset members called for allowing Jews to enter
Al-Agsa Mosque and perform their rituals on that day. Likud Knesset
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member Amit Halevi also urged National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
to permit incursions into the mosque on Friday, renewing a previous demand
by Temple groups to open the site for incursions throughout the week.
This occasion coincides with Friday, May 15, which also marks the 78th
anniversary of the Palestinian Nakba of 1948, adding further sensitivity to
these calls.
In the same context, Temple groups launched a petition aimed at enabling
settlers to raise the Israeli flag Ja)s the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque under
the protection of occupation police.
On the other hand, Palestinian and Jerusalem-based groups called for
thwarting the plans of Temple organizations seeking to storm the mosque on
the same date, coinciding with what is referred to as “Jerusalem Day.”
These groups affirmed that the occupation’s plans aim to alter the historical
and legal status quo in Jerusalem and impose temporal and spatial division at
Al-Agsa Mosque, similar to what occurred at the Ibrahimi Mosque in
Hebron.
They also stressed that these policies expose the false claims of the
occupation regarding guaranteeing freedom of worship, in light of the
restrictions imposed on Palestinians’ access to their holy sites.
These developments come amid escalating violations at Al-Agsa Mosque,
including repeated incursions and restrictions on worshippers’ entry, as part
of attempts to impose a new reality at the holy site.
The calls concluded by emphasizing the importance of a strong presence and
vigilance in the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque, especially on Fridays, as a
clear message rejecting any attempts to alter its religious and historical
character.

Palestinian Information Center 5-5-2026
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New Settler Incursions into Al-Aqsa Mosque and Raising of Israeli
Flags in Its Courtyards

Palestinian Information Center — Settlers stormed Al-Agqsa Mosque on
Tuesday, May 5, 2026, under the protection of Israeli occupation forces,
amid escalating calls for large-scale incursions in the coming days.
The Jerusalem Governorate reported that dozens of settlers entered the
mosque in groups through the Mughrabi Gate, conducted provocative tours
in its courtyards, and performed Talmudic rituals, including what is known
as “epic prostration.”
It added that these incursions come alongside warnings of an escalation led
by so-called “Temple organizations,” in cooperation with figures within the
occupation government, aiming to carry out mass incursions on Friday, May
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15, 2026. The move was described as “dangerous,” seeking to impose
changes to the existing historical and legal status quo within the mosque and
undermine its religious significance.

In a related development, a group of Isracli female soldiers stormed the
western colonnade of Al-Aqsa Mosque and raised Israeli flags, waving them
in what was described as an unprecedented scene inside the compound.

The Jerusalem Governorate explained that members of the so-called Border
Police were deployed across the Mosque compound, while the soldiers
raised flags from atop the western colonnade. It noted that this behavior
marks a notable shift, as Israeli police had previously pursued settlers who
attempted to raise flags inside Al-Agsa.

It further confirmed that these developments coincide with calls by “Temple
organizations” to storm Al-Agsa Mosque and raise Israeli flags on May 15,
in conjunction with what is referred to as the Hebrew anniversary of the
occupation of Jerusalem, raising concerns of further tension in the holy city.

Palestinian Information Center 5-5-2026
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