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» This report expresses the writer's view.
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» Some of paragraphs of articles are reduced briefly, that is to be suited
to the report.
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o The purpose of containing Western or Israeli writers point of view,
whether supportive or opposed to Israel's policy, is to give the reader
an opportunity to know different perspectives.
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o The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs issues this daily news
report in a paper form to be distributed to those concerned, in
addition, the committee distributes 250 thousand electronic copies,
locally and abroad.
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www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)

o The library of Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs contains 5500
topics in both languages: Arabic and English, and these titles
connected to the library website, so that the reader can search it at:
www.rcja.org.jo (https:lib.rcja.org.jo)
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o« The Royal Committee for Jerusalem Affairs welcomes any

observations or suggestions, so the reader can send it to address that
showed on the cover page.
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King meets US House speaker, House and Senate committees
US to close Office of Palestinian Affairs in Jerusalem

House urges int'l action to reopen Jerusalem Endowment office

Presidential Committee urges church leaders to act amid escalating Israeli
violations against Christian presence in Palestine

Jerusalem Affairs Ministry submits report to UN Special Committee on
occupation's violations in Jerusalem

Israeli forces raid, vandalize historical landmark near Al-Aqsa Mosque
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King meets US House speaker, House and Senate committees

His Majesty King Abdullah II on Tuesday held separate meetings in Washington, DC, with
United States House of Representatives Speaker Mike Johnson, a number of House and Senate
committees, and House Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi.
The committees His Majesty met with included the Senate Appropriations and Foreign Relations
Committees, the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, the House Appropriations Committee’s
Subcommittee on National Security, Department of State and Related Programs, and the Senate
and House Committees on Armed Services.
The meetings covered ways to strengthen the strategic partnership between Jordan and the US,
with the King highlighting Jordan’s readiness to maintain coordination on issues of mutual
concern to achieve regional stability.
Speaking about key developments in the region, His Majesty reiterated the need to step up
international efforts to reinstate the ceasefire in Gaza and implement all its phases, resume aid
flow, and support efforts to rebuild the Strip without displacing its residents.
The King warned against continued attacks on Palestinians in the West Bank, and violations of
Muslim and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.
His Majesty stressed the importance of creating a political horizon to achieve just and
comprehensive peace, on the basis of the two-state solution, which guarantees the establishment
of an independent Palestinian state, with East Jerusalem as its capital, noting the United States’
important role in this regard.
Discussions also covered the situation in Syria and the importance of preserving its security,
stability and territorial sovereignty.
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Alaa Batayneh, and Jordan’s Ambassador to the United States Dina Kawar attended the
meetings.

Jordan News Agency 6-5-2025
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US to close Office of Palestinian Affairs in Jerusalem
Secretary of State Marco Rubio has ordered the Office of Palestinian Affairs in Jerusalem to be
merged into the US embassy, closing an important mission that provided diplomatic contact with
Palestinians.
The move will restore the Palestinian Affairs Unit at the embassy, which US President Donald
Trump created during his first term in office.
In a move that infuriated the Arab world, Mr Trump relocated the US embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem in 2017, recognising Israel's claim to the whole city as its capital.
At the same time, he closed the consulate in Jerusalem, which had served as the main US point of
contact with the Palestinians.
“This decision will restore the first Trump term's framework of a unified US diplomatic mission
in Israel's capital that reports to the US ambassador to Israel,” State Department spokeswoman
Tammy Bruce told reporters.
“Ambassador [Mike] Huckabee will take the steps necessary to implement the merger over the
coming weeks. The United States remains committed to its historic relationship with Israel,
bolstering Israel's security and securing peace to create a better life for the entire region.”
A means for Palestinians to speak directly to Washington was considered an important way for
the US to manage its fragile ties with them, away from the close alliance with Israel.
The office in Jerusalem was Washington's point of contact with the Palestinian Authority, which
has limited autonomy in the occupied West Bank, and with Palestinian people in the occupied
West Bank, Jerusalem and Gaza.



Ms Bruce said the move did not reflect any change in the US “commitment to outreach” with
Palestinians. She said it was part of a streamlining of the State Department in Washington,
ensuring that offices on "the issues that are important are all working together".
Mr Rubio has not announced a new envoy to the Palestinians.

The National News 7-5-2025
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House urges int'l action to reopen Jerusalem Endowment office

The Lower House of Representatives condemned the Israeli occupation authorities' closure of
Jerusalem Fund and Endowment office in occupied Jerusalem.
In a statement on Tuesday, the House said Israel's decision came within the framework of the
Israeli government's extremist policy to Judaize the Arab city of Jerusalem and violate
international laws and norms that prohibit the occupation authorities from making any changes in
the occupied city.
The House called on the government to take action with international bodies, mainly the United
Nations, to pressure the Israeli authorities to reopen closed Palestinian institutions in Jerusalem.
The statement noted the Israeli violations against Jerusalem, its people, and Islamic and Christian
holy sites, as well as desecration of Al-Agsa Mosque and attacks on worshippers, constitute a
violation of international law and legitimacy and provoke feelings of millions of Muslims.
The House called on the international community to assume its responsibilities by preserving
Jerusalem's legal status and taking a "decisive" stance to stop the repeated Israeli violations
against the Palestinian people.
Calling on Israel, as an occupying power, to abide by international law, the House warned of the
dangerous escalation that threatens to ignite situation in the region, which requires "immediate
and rapid" intervention to halt all heinous Israeli violations against the Palestinian people.
The statement stated that the Israeli allegations to justify its move are completely false and
baseless, addding that Jerusalem Fund and Endowment's work is limited to social, humanitarian,
and charitable operations only, and has no connection to any political activity.
Such blatant attacks would not have continued without international silence on all the Israeli
serious violations, as an occupying power, which broke all international norms and conventions
that guarantee the freedom of civil and humanitarian action, the statement pointed out.
Urging support for Palestinian national institutions in Jerusalem, the MPS said this effort aims to
preserve Palestinian national identity.
Additionally, it stressed the need for a "broad" international effort to halt the Zionist aggression
on the Gaza Strip and halt the Israeli genocide against its people.

Jordan News Agency 6-5-2025
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Presidential Committee urges church leaders to act amid escalating

Israeli violations against Christian presence in Palestine

Ramzi Khouri, member of the PLO Executive Committee and head of the Higher Presidential
Committee for Church Affairs in Palestine, issued on Tuesday an urgent appeal to patriarchs and
heads of churches around the world, calling for immediate and decisive action to protect the
Christian presence in the Holy Land in light of a dramatic escalation in Israeli violations.

In his message, Khouri warned that current Israeli policies aim to erase the Palestinian Christian
presence, deny basic religious and national rights, and commit grave violations against holy sites.
These actions, he said, include forced displacement, killings, and ethnic cleansing throughout
Palestine, from Jerusalem and the West Bank to the besieged Gaza Strip.

The letter highlights particularly severe restrictions during this year’s Easter and Holy Saturday
celebrations. On Holy Saturday, Israeli occupation authorities transformed Jerusalem into a
military zone, blocking thousands of worshippers, including clergy, pilgrims, and diplomats, from

Y



accessing the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Notably, Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana, the
Apostolic Nuncio and Vatican ambassador to Palestine, was denied entry in what Khouri
described as a humiliating and unprecedented move. This, he warned, reflects a dangerous
escalation in efforts to erase the Christian character of Jerusalem and strip Christian holidays of
their spiritual significance.
The committee further condemned a systematic campaign undermining religious freedom, noting
that only 1,800 Palestinian Christians from the West Bank — out of more than 50,000 — were
permitted entry to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre this year, in a stark contrast to the usual
10,000 celebrants that typically come during Easter. Many were denied access or subjected to
harassment at increasingly harsh military checkpoints.
In addition to these restrictions, Israel has imposed exorbitant and illegal taxes on church
institutions in Jerusalem, in clear violation of the historical status quo. The letter also pointed to
repeated attacks on Christian places of worship and religious symbols, warning that such actions
pose a direct threat to the Christian religious and cultural heritage in the city.
Khouri’s message emphasized that these violations are part of a broader, coordinated effort to
displace Palestinians, undermine their rights, and obstruct the establishment of an independent
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital. He also referenced the humanitarian catastrophe
unfolding in Gaza, including the widespread destruction of infrastructure and church facilities, as
well as the displacement of nearly all Christian families into church compounds.
The Higher Presidential Committee called on global church leaders to take a firm and public
stand in defense of Palestinian rights. It urged the international community to pressure the Israeli
government to end its violations, protect holy sites, guarantee freedom of worship, and hold Israel
accountable under international law. Silence is no longer acceptable, the letter concludes; the time
has come for truthful words and courageous action.

WAFA 6-5-2025
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Jerusalem Affairs Ministry submits report to UN Special Committee on

occupation's violations in Jerusalem
The Ministry of Jerusalem Affairs submitted on Tuesday a comprehensive report on Israeli
violations in occupied Jerusalem to the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories.
Representing the Ministry at the session, Director General of the Minister's Office Mahmoud
Erekat and head of the Public, International Relations and Media Unit Awad Awad detailed the
violations documented within the report, covering 2024 and the first quarter of 2025.
The report highlighted several key areas of concern, including repeated incursions by Israeli
colonists into Al-Agsa Mosque and ongoing attacks and encroachments upon Islamic and
Christian holy sites, which are part of an attempt to alter the legal and historical status of the
Noble Sanctuary.
Furthermore, the Ministry's representatives outlined policies of forced displacement affecting
Jerusalemite residents, involving the expulsion of Palestinians from their homes to be replaced by
Israeli colonists.
The report also addressed the seizure of land and property both inside and outside the city, with
the aim of changing the demographic reality in Arab neighborhoods, alongside an escalation in
the demolition of Palestinians' homes.
Another significant point raised in the report was Israel's efforts to close institutions run by
UNRWA, including schools, which threaten the educational future of thousands of students. The
documented violations also included hundreds of cases of arbitrary arrest and deportation orders
issued against Palestinians residing in the city.
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The UN Special Committee, which received the report, consists of Chatura Perera, Permanent
Representative of Sri Lanka to the United Nations (Chair of the Committee); Ambassador Coly
Seck, Permanent Representative of Senegal to the United Nations; and Ambassador Ahmad
Faisal Muhamad, Permanent Representative of Malaysia to the United Nations.
Established in 1968 pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 2443, the UN Special Committee
is tasked with investigating Israeli human rights violations in the Arab territories occupied since
1967, encompassing the West Bank (including East Jerusalem), the Gaza Strip, and the occupied
Syrian Golan Heights.

WAFA 6-5-2025
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Israeli forces raid, vandalize historical landmark near Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli authorities attacked a historical landmark adjacent to the walls of Al-Aqsa Mosque,
specifically the Shihabi family courtyard adjacent to Bab Al-Hadid, a historical landmark of
architectural and religious significance in the Old City of Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate condemned this attack in a statement, stressing that the frantic
attempts to expand the entrance to the courtyard and transform it into a so-called Jewish prayer
place, with direct support from the occupation municipality, are a flagrant violation of
international law and a new crime added to the occupation's dark record in the Holy City.
The Governorate noted that these attacks are part of a clear Judaization project targeting the Holy
Basin and the Islamic Waqf buildings surrounding Al-Agsa Mosque, as part of the colonial
"Greater Jerusalem" plan that the occupation government seeks to impose by force. It is a new
blatant attack on the role of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the Hashemite Custodianship
in Jerusalem, and an attempt to impose a new fait accompli in the Old City of Jerusalem.
The Jerusalem Governorate affirmed that the occupation's allegations of an extension of the so-
called "Western Wall" in the Shihabi Courtyard lack any historical or archaeological basis and are
merely a blatant pretext to justify attacks on Islamic and Christian holy sites and property in the
city.
The Governorate noted that the building, dating back to the Mamluk era, is an architectural
heritage protected under international conventions and forms part of the historical fabric of the
Old City, which is listed as a World Heritage Site.
The Governorate warned that the continuation of these attacks, carried out under the protection of
the occupation police and the complicity of its municipal institutions, threatens the collapse of the
historic courtyard and constitutes a violation of the sanctity of Al-Aqsa Mosque and its Waqf
surroundings. It also blatantly challenges the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan's custodianship of
Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.
The Governorate expressed its full solidarity with the Shihabi family and their right to protect
their historical property, calling on the international community, especially UNESCO, and Arab
and Islamic countries, to intervene to stop the occupation's violations.

WAFA 6-5-2025
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