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King to meet US president in Washington Thursday

President Abbas meets with Directors of the Egyptian, Jordanian
General Intelligence Directorates

President Abbas: The Israeli government is responsible for what
is happening today

Antony Blinken says US opposes anything that puts two-state
solution 'further from reach' after violence in Jerusalem

Clashes between Israeli and Palestinian forces in East Jerusalem

General strike in Jerusalem in protest of israeli demolitions

Dozens of Jewish settlers storm Al-Aqsa courtyards
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King to meet US president in Washington Thursday

His Majesty King Abdullah on Tuesday held a bilateral meeting with US House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy in Washington, DC, followed by an expanded meeting with the House leadership.
At the bilateral meeting attended by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah and His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, King Abdullah congratulated McCarthy on
his election, expressing Jordan’s appreciation for the continuous support of the United States and
its Congress.

For his part, McCarthy highlighted the deep-rooted friendship between Jordan and the US,
stressing keenness to enhance relations between the two countries, and expressing pride that His
Majesty is the first leader he receives in Congress after being elected House speaker.
Moreover, McCarthy highlighted Jordan’s role, under the King’s leadership, in promoting peace
in the Middle East, noting the longstanding friendship and cooperation with the Kingdom, which
remains constant with the election of new House leadership, as Jordan continues to hold the
respect of members of Congress.

At the expanded meeting with the House leadership, His Majesty congratulated Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries and Republican House Majority Leader Steve Scalise on their new positions.
The King reaffirmed the centrality of the Palestinian cause in the Middle East, calling for
pushing toward relaunching the peace process, on the basis of the two-state solution, and noting
the United States’ pivotal role in calling for calm and de-escalation.

His Majesty reiterated that just and comprehensive peace must lead to the establishment of an
independent, viable, and sovereign state on the 4 June 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as its
capital, living side-by-side with Israel, reaffirming his rejection of unilateral measures that
undermine peace prospects.

The King noted the series of meetings held among Arab leaders over the past weeks, aiming to
step up efforts to find means to stop escalation in the West Bank as soon as possible.
His Majesty warned of the dangerous security repercussions of maintaining the status quo, which
will lead to more loss of life, especially with the approach of the holy month of Ramadan.
The King reaffirmed the need to engage the Palestinians in all economic development
opportunities in the region, noting that his meeting with US President Joe Biden, slated for
Thursday, will cover the Palestinian cause and key issues in the region.

For their part, US House leadership members from both the Republican and the Democratic
parties commended Jordan’s role in promoting peace, highlighting the importance of the
Hashemite Custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

They also expressed appreciation of the Kingdom’s efforts in hosting refugees, and providing
them with humanitarian, education and health services.

Y.



Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Jafar Hassan, and Jordan’s Ambassador in Washington, DC, Dina Kawar attended the
meetings.

Jordan News Agency 31-1-2023
*h%

President Abbas meets with Directors of the Egyptian, Jordanian
General Intelligence Directorates

President Mahmoud Abbas received today the Director of the Egyptian General
Intelligence Directorate, Abbas Kamel, and the Directors of the Jordanian General
Intelligence Directorates, Ahmad Husni, at the presidential headquarters in the
occupied West Bank city of Ramallah.
The two Directors of the General Intelligence Directorates delivered a message of
support and solidarity from Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi and King
Abdullah II of Jordan, affirming their support for President Abbas, Palestine and
its people, and their concern for security and stability in the region.
The President stressed the importance of continuing coordination with the
Egyptian and Jordanian sides, and thanked them for the efforts made by Egypt and
Jordan to stand by the Palestinian people and their just cause.

WAFA 31-1-2023

L
President Abbas: The Israeli government is responsible for what is
happening today

President Mahmoud Abbas said today that the Israeli government is responsible for
the deterioration on the ground today because it has undermined the two-state
solution and violated the signed agreements.

Speaking with visiting US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, President Abba also
blamed the international community for failing to dismantle the Israeli occupation
and end its settlement regime.

"We welcome you, and we affirm that the Israeli government is responsible for
what is happening today, because of its practices that undermine the two-state
solution and violate the signed agreements, and because of the lack of international
efforts to dismantle the occupation, end the settlement regime, and the failure to
recognize the Palestinian state and its full membership in the United Nations," said
President Abbas.

"The continued opposition to the efforts of the Palestinian people to defend their
existence and their legitimate rights in international forums and courts, and to
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provide international protection for our people, is a policy that encourages the
Israeli occupier to commit more crimes and violates international law," he added.
"This comes at a time when Israel is being overlooked, without deterrence or
accountability, as it continues its unilateral operations, including settlements,
actual annexation of lands, settler terror, storming Palestinian territory, killing
crimes, house demolitions, forcible displacement of Palestinians, changing the
identity of Jerusalem, and violating the historical status quo and the violation of the
sanctity of the Al-Agsa Mosque, the seizure of funds, and the accompanying
operations of ethnic cleansing and apartheid," added the President.
"After we exhausted all means with Israel to stop its violations, derogate from the
signed agreements, and not commit to stopping its unilateral actions, we took a
number of decisions, which we began to implement in order to protect the interests
due of our people," he said, stressing that "the complete cessation of unilateral
Israeli actions, which violate the signed agreements and international law, is the
main entry point for returning the political horizon, ending the occupation in
accordance with international references and the Arab Peace Initiative, in order to
make peace, stability and security for all in our region and the world."
President Abbas said that "we have always shown commitment to the resolutions
of international legitimacy, renunciation of violence and terrorism, and respect for
signed agreements. We are now ready to work with the US administration and the
international community to restore political dialogue in order to end the Israeli
occupation of the land of the State of Palestine on the 1967 borders, with East
Jerusalem as its capital," adding, "Our people will not accept the continuation of
the occupation forever, and regional security will not be strengthened by violating
the sanctity of the Holy sites, trampling on the dignity of the Palestinian people and
ignoring their legitimate rights to freedom, dignity and independence."
Meanwhile, Blinken expressed his condolences to the families of Palestinians
killed in the violence.
He said the US administration opposes any action by either side that makes the
two-state solution, to which President Joe Biden is committed, very difficult to
achieve, adding that this includes settlement expansion, legalization of settlement
outposts, demolition and eviction of homes, disruption of the status quo of holy
sites, and incitement and acquiescence to violence regarding of the side behind it
or the perpetrators.
The Secretary of State said the US is also working on reopening the US consulate
in East Jerusalem closed by the former administration under Donald Trump.
He said this step and others, including announcing new support to the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugee (UNRWA) with $50
million, are part of the efforts to built US relations with the Palestinian people and
Palestinian Authority.

WAFA 31-1-2023

L
Antony Blinken says US opposes anything that puts two-state solution
'further from reach' after violence in Jerusalem
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Mr Blinken's first visit since to Israel since Benjamin Netanyahu returned to power
this month comes at a time of extreme tension - with deadly attacks carried out by
both sides.

The US secretary of state spoke at a news conference in Jerusalem on the second
day of a two-day visit to the region where he met Israel's leader Benjamin
Netanyahu and the Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas.

His comments come days after two shootings, one by a Palestinian gunman and
another by a Palestinian teenager, left seven people dead and five wounded in
Jerusalem.

Some 35 Palestinians have been killed in clashes with Israeli troops since 1
January, including 10 who died in an Israeli military raid in the flashpoint town of
Jenin last Thursday.

Mr Blinken said on Tuesday: "The horrific terror attacks in Jerusalem, the
escalating violence in the West Bank, have underscored the significant challenges
to security and stability that the region faces and that we face.

"A rising tide of violence has resulted in the loss of many innocent lives on both
sides... all sides must take steps to prevent further escalation of violence and
restore calm."

He continued: "It's President Biden's firm conviction that the only way to achieve
(peace) is through preserving and then realising, the vision of two states for two
peoples.

"The United States will continue to oppose anything that puts that goal further
from reach.

"We've been clear that this includes things like settlement expansion, the
legalisation of outposts, demolitions and evictions, disruptions to the historic status
of the holy sites, and of course incitement and acquiescence to violence."

Mr Blinken also said that during his meetings in Israel and the occupied West
Bank he had heard a "deep concern about the current trajectory".

However, he also said that he heard concrete ideas from both sides that, if pursued,
could help defuse the current situation.

Mr Blinken's first visit since Mr Netanyahu returned to power this month as the
head of one of the most right-wing governments in Israel's history comes at a time
of extreme tension between the two sides.

He said Palestinians were facing a "shrinking horizon of hope" that needed to
change.

Amid rising anger at near-daily raids by Israeli forces in the West Bank, Mr Abbas'
Palestinian Authority (PA) suspended its security cooperation agreement with
Israel last week after the largest incursion in years.

The operation saw Israeli forces penetrate deep into a refugee camp in the northern
city of Jenin, setting off a gunfight in which 10 Palestinians died.

January has been bloodiest month for Palestinians since 2015, while officials say
attacks on Palestinian property by Israeli settlers have also increased.
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On Tuesday, Mr Blinken met Israeli Defence Minister Yoav Gallant and discussed
cooperation to stop Iran developing a nuclear weapon as well the situation in the
West Bank.

Hopes of achieving a two-state solution, with a Palestinian state based largely in
the West Bank, have all but disappeared since the last round of US-sponsored talks
stalled in 2014.

The Biden administration has said it would re-establish a consulate for Palestinians
shuttered by former president Donald Trump, but has yet to say when or where it
will be opened.

Sky News 31-1-2023
*kk

Clashes between Israeli and Palestinian forces in East Jerusalem

Clashes broke out between Israeli security forces and Palestinians in the Jabal al-
Mugqaber neighborhood of East Jerusalem, Palestinian agency Al-Rai reported.

According to the agency, local residents went on a general strike to protest against
the policies of the Israeli authorities. Arabs blocked a number of streets in the
neighborhood. Photos circulated by the media show a street blocked by burning

tires. There were no reports of casualties or injuries.

News.am 31-1-2023
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General strike in Jerusalem in protest of israeli demolitions

Palestinians in towns in occupied Jerusalem began a strike and civil disobedience
in protest of the "demolition massacre" committed by the Israeli occupation
authorities.

The Israeli occupation authorities intensified demolitions in the occupied towns of
Jerusalem, the latest of which was the demolition of a commercial facility and a
retaining wall and the levelling of land in the town of Jabal Al-Mukaber yesterday.

This week, the occupation forces began implementing a plan to demolish 14 homes
in Jerusalem, according to a series of decisions made by the Israeli Cabinet.

In Jabal Al-Mukaber, a general strike and closure took place in the streets, alleys
and shops of the town, in protest against the occupation policy of demolishing the
homes in the town. Dozens of young men closed the streets and poured oil on the
roads to hinder occupation forces heading to demolish homes.

The Arabs of Sawahira and the youth movement in Jerusalem yesterday called for
a general strike to begin today, stressing that they would confront the policy of
demolishing homes in the town.

They are joining the towns of Shuafat and Anata in occupied Jerusalem. A
statement issued by the residents' committee for civil disobedience called for not
going to work and not going out into the street today in objection to the
occupation's decisions.

The official Israeli Broadcasting Authority, Kan, confirmed that "the joint
campaign of the Jerusalem municipality and the police agency continues to
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demolish Palestinian buildings in East Jerusalem." This campaign was
recently announced by National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir.

Kan stated that the Israeli military demolition crews are working to demolish
several Palestinian homes across Jerusalem, including in Silwan, Al-Sawabhira,
Jabal Al-Mukaber, Ras Al-Amud and Beit Hanina.

The extremist Ben-Gvir confirmed that "this step is one of a series of steps to
combat operations and strengthen governance in Israel."

In turn, Haaretz newspaper confirmed in its editorial on Monday that the Israeli
government's action, which it claims are "deterrent measures" are nothing but
punitive measures against those who are not accused of anything other than being
related to those carrying out attacks.

It added: "When applying this rejected policy in the occupied territories, including
in East Jerusalem, Israel risks acts that violate international law and commit war
crimes."

The newspaper pointed out that the punishment Israel seeks against the families of
those who carried out the attacks include the demolition of homes, revoking social
rights, including national insurance and expulsion."

It warned that "Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is interested in advancing a
draft law to withdraw insurance allowances from the families of those carrying out
attacks and enacting a law to expel these families," stressing that "Netanyahu's
government wants to harm those who are not suspected of anything without
evidence or trial."

The newspaper concluded that the Israeli policy of "deterrence" is a failure,
because the circle of revenge and violence expands whenever collective
punishment is used.

Middle East Monitor 31-1-2023
Tk

Dozens of Jewish settlers storm Al-Aqsa courtyards

Dozens of Jewish settlers stormed al-Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem under heavy police
protection on Tuesday morning.

Local sources affirmed that dozens of settlers stormed Al-Agsa in different groups
and performed Talmudic rituals in its courtyards.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions
on Muslim worshipers at the Mosque’s entrances and gates.

The Al-Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police
forces in the morning and the afternoon, except on Fridays and Saturdays.

On the other hand, the Israeli Central Court sentenced a Palestinian young man for
eight years for allegedly attempting to carry out a stabbing attack in December
2021.

The detention of six other youths was extended for an additional period for being
involved in anti-occupation activities.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation authorities released the Jerusalemite teacher and
activist, Hanadi Halawani, on a bail of 2000 shekels.
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She was also prevented from accessing Al-Agsa Mosque till February 7, using
social media to February 17, or contacting any group of people until February 28.
The Palestinian Information Center 31-1-2023
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