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Presidency: Jerusalem, colonial settlement construction main
obstacles to peace

EU delegation pays visit to family at imminent threat of forced
expulsion in Jerusalem

Palestinians Tweet in Rejection of Israeli Occupation Plans to
Divide Al-Aqsa Mosque

Controversial Proposal Emerges as Israeli MP Suggests Division of
Al-Aqsa Mosque

Hamada: All Israeli attempts to change status quo at Aqsa will fail

Bakirat: Knesset member’s plan to divide Al-Aqsa serious escalation

IOF Has Demolished 136 Palestinian Homes so far in 2023
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Presidency: Jerusalem, colonial settlement construction main obstacles to
peace

Presidential spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh stated today that Jerusalem and its holy sites along
with Israeli colonial settlement construction are the major obstacles to peace.

Responding to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s remarks that Israeli settlements do
not represent an obstacle to peace, that it is the settlers’ right to return to the formerly evacuated
settlement outpost of Homesh alongside his demand on the recognition of Israel as a Jewish state
and that settlements are not constructed on Palestinian land, Abu Rudeineh considered these
remarks are intended to mislead international public opinion.

He added in a press statement that it is Jerusalem along with its holy sites and colonial settlement
construction that have been major stumbling block to peace, while stressing that the tracts of land
on which settlements are constructed belong to the Palestinian people, and that the extremist far-
right Israeli government was proceeding with the construction of colonial settlements to prevent
the creation of a Palestinian state, with occupied East Jerusalem as its capital.

He affirmed that the return of supremacist settlers to the site of the formerly evacuated colonial
outpost of Homesh, south of the northern occupied West Bank city of Jenin, is in defiance of the
resolutions of international legitimacy, the United Nations Security Council resolutions as well
as for the US administration, which has to translate its statements of condemnation into practical
steps that would bring to an end the Israeli government’s actions that are plunging the region into
further instability and violence.

If the Israeli government truly seeks permanent peace, Abu Rudeineh concluded, it has to
comply with the United Nations resolutions in line with the two-state solution based on the
establishment of an independent Palestinian State within the borders of 4 June 1967, with
Jerusalem as its capital, since this is the only way to achieve peace and guarantee stability and
security in the region.

WAFA 9-6-2023
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EU delegation pays visit to family at imminent threat of forced expulsion in
Jerusalem

A European diplomatic delegation Thursday paid a solidarity visit to a Palestinian family facing
the imminent threat of forced expulsion in the Old City of Jerusalem.
The delegation of European diplomats visited the Ghaith-Sub Laban family, whose house is
located just a few dozen meters away from Al-Agsa Mosque compound in the Muslim Quarter of
Old City of occupied East Jerusalem.The family will be forcibly dispossessed and removed from
their house where they have lived for decades by 11 June.“This takes place in a context, where
an estimated 150 Palestinian families in East Jerusalem are at risk of forced eviction &
displacement by Israeli authorities,” the EU Delegation to the Palestinians tweeted.
The Delegation recalled the EU’s “opposition to Israel’s settlement policy & actions taken in this
context, including evictions.”Palestinians have maintained that the Israeli occupation authorities'
decision to “evict” the families from their houses in favor of the settler groups is politically-
motivated and comes as part of Israel’s efforts to ethnically cleanse Jerusalemite Palestinians.
Since the occupation of Jerusalem by Israel in June 1967, Israeli settler colonial organizations,
including Elad and Ateret Cohanim, have claimed ownership of Palestinian property in
Jerusalem. Backed by the Israeli state, judiciary and security services, these organizations have
been working on wresting control of Palestinian property and converting it into colonial outposts
as part of the efforts to ensure a Jewish majority in the city, as well as on managing
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archaeological sites in Silwan and overseeing their excavation. This scheme involves building
new colonial tourist sites, such as the “City of David”, to bolster their propaganda.

According to a report by Charlotte Silver, an independent journalist and regular writer, for The
Electronic Intifada, in the 19th century, religious Jews from Europe emigrated to Jerusalem and
began to buy properties in the Old City. As University of Exeter politics professor Michael
Dumper details, the purchases were often made by rabbis who raised funds to establish a kollel,
or study group, that usually consisted of a synagogue and residential buildings.

These properties were abandoned in the early 20th century during the Palestinian revolts against
British and Zionist colonization. After the 1948 war and the expulsion by Zionist militias of
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from their homes, these empty properties were temporarily
used to house refugees from the western part of Jerusalem.

Most of the properties in question, including the Sub Laban home, came under Jordanian control
after the war. Until 1967, Jordanian authorities would lease land and properties to Palestinians
like the Sub Labans. After Israel occupied East Jerusalem, the properties came under control of
Israel’s General Custodian.Palestinians remained as residents, but since the 1980s, private settler
groups have tried to claim the properties for Jewish residents in close cooperation with official
government bodies.Over the last three decades, these groups have established a string of Jewish
properties in the Muslim Quarter where they’ve evicted Palestinian families.

At the same time, Israel still refuses to allow hundreds of thousands of Palestinians expelled
from their homes since 1948, and their descendants, to reclaim their properties and return to their
homes.

WAFA 9-6-2023
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Palestinians Tweet in Rejection of Israeli Occupation Plans to Divide Al-Aqsa
Mosque

Palestinian activists tweeted on Saturday, 10 June 2023 using social media platforms to express
their rejection of the Israeli occupation’s plans to divide Al-Aqgsa Mosque.

Palestinian activists tweeted using hashtags supporting the Al-Agsa mosque and rejecting the
Israeli occupation’s plans to divide the sacred mosque.

Earlier this month, Israeli far-right wing member of Knesset Amit Halevi proposed a new plan to
divide Al-Agsa Mosque between Muslims and Jews.

Within the plan, the southern part of Al-Agsa Mosque will be allocated for Muslims while Jews
will receive the central and northern areas, including the Dome of the Rock.

In addition, Halevi suggested changing the procedures for Jews’ access to Al-Agsa, demanding
that Jews will be allowed to enter the Mosque via its other gates.

Colonial settlers’ backed by the Israeli occupation forces repeatedly invade Muslims and holy
places in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem in a flagrant violation of all international
conventions and laws, guaranteeing Palestinian people’s right to worship in their sacred sites.
Illegal settlers repeated violations of Muslim, as well as Christian, symbols as a deliberate
attempt to Judaise the occupied Jerusalem, with the progressive expulsion of the local
population; the Palestinians

Israeli settlers and other non-Muslims are allowed to visit the Al-Agsa mosque compound at
certain times but are forbidden to pray or display any religious or national symbols under a long-
standing agreement with the Muslim authority which administers the compound.

The site is known to Muslims as Haram al-Sharif (Noble Sanctuary) and contains the al-Aqsa
(Qibli) mosque, the third holiest place in Islam.

In May 2023, 5943 colonial settlers invaded Al-Agsa Mosque courtyards and performed
Talmudic provocative rituals in its squares, according to Palestinian figures.

Days of Palestine 10-6-2023
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Controversial Proposal Emerges as Israeli MP Suggests Division of Al-Aqsa
Mosque

In a recent interview with Hebrew-language newspaper Zeman Israel, Amit Halevi, a member of
Israel’s ruling Likud party, has put forward a proposal to divide the Al-Aqsa Mosque, a move
that has raised significant concerns among Palestinians. The suggestion of splitting the holy site
between Jews and Muslims has triggered alarm, as Palestinians have long-held apprehensions
about any potential division of the revered mosque.

Under Halevi’s plan, he advocates for allocating approximately 30 percent of the southern
section of the complex for Muslim worshipers, while the remaining portion would be designated
for Jews, encompassing the area where the iconic Dome of the Rock is situated. This proposition
has reignited tensions and amplified fears surrounding the future of the Al-Agsa Mosque, a place
of immense religious significance for both Muslims and Jews.

Covering an expansive area of 14 hectares, the Al-Agsa Mosque holds immense religious
significance as an Islamic site, featuring notable structures such as the Dome of the Rock and the
silver-domed al-Qibli prayer hall. Decades-long international agreements have strictly prohibited
unsolicited visits, prayers, and rituals by non-Muslims within the premises of the mosque.
Revered by Jews as the Temple Mount, the hill on which the mosque stands is believed to be the
historical location of two ancient Jewish temples. The coexistence of these religious narratives
adds to the complex dynamics surrounding the site.

The proposal to divide the Al-Agsa Mosque comes at a time when right-wing settlers have been
increasingly encroaching upon Israeli territories. These actions, along with recurrent violations
of existing agreements by Israeli occupation forces regarding the usage of the site, have fueled
tensions and raised concerns about the preservation of the mosque’s sanctity and international
commitments.

Since the occupation of East Jerusalem, including the Old City housing the Al-Agsa Mosque, by
Israel in 1967, there has been a persistent drive from Israeli ultra-nationalist factions to establish
“full sovereignty” over the sacred site. This has raised apprehensions among Palestinians and the
wider Islamic community, who fear that the distinct Palestinian and Islamic character of the site
might be compromised.

The Israeli government’s control over East Jerusalem violates multiple principles enshrined in
international law. According to these legal principles, an occupying power holds no rightful
sovereignty over the territory it occupies and is prohibited from making any permanent
alterations to the area. These violations have fueled ongoing debates and concerns regarding the
legal status and future of East Jerusalem, particularly in relation to the preservation of the Al-
Aqgsa Mosque and its religious significance.

The proposed plan has faced resolute rejection from Palestinians, who express grave concerns
that it could ignite a religious war in the region. The Higher Presidential Committee of Church
Affairs in Palestine has issued a statement emphasizing the need to halt and confront the plan.
Palestinians have harbored longstanding fears that the groundwork is being laid for the division
of the Al-Agsa Mosque between Jews and Muslims, similar to the partitioning of the Ibrahimi
Mosque in Hebron during the 1990s.

They point to a recent surge in Israeli ultra-nationalists visiting and praying at the Al-Aqsa
Mosque under the protection of police, without permission from Palestinians. This trend has
caused alarm, as it represents an increase in unauthorized incursions. In 2009, approximately
5,658 settlers entered the mosque through such means, while in 2019, just before the Covid-19
pandemic, the estimated number soared to 30,000.

The escalating numbers and unauthorized access have reinforced Palestinian concerns and
intensified their opposition to any plan that could undermine the integrity of the Al-Agsa
Mosque, exacerbating tensions in the region.

During his interview, Halevi proposed the withdrawal of Jordan’s administration of Al-Aqsa.
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For many years, the Hashemite royal family of Jordan has held the responsibility of safeguarding
the Muslim and Christian sacred locations in Jerusalem, including Al-Aqsa. This arrangement,
referred to as the “status quo,” has been carefully maintained on an international level.

Halevi remarked that the act of praying in that location does not automatically render the entire
Temple Mount as a sacred place for Muslims. He used the term Temple Mount, which is
commonly associated with Al-Aqsa, from a Jewish perspective to make his point.

“We will claim the northern section and conduct prayers there. The entire mountain holds sacred
significance for us, and the Dome of the Rock represents the site where the Temple once stood.
This principle should serve as our guiding principle. Israel is taking the lead, making a profound
statement that encompasses history, religion, and our national identity,” Halevi emphasized.
Halevi also aims to modify the protocols for Jewish visitors accessing Al-Agsa, insisting that
Jews should be permitted to enter through all entrances instead of solely through the
southwestern Moroccan Gate.Out of the 15 entry points to the mosque, the Moroccan Gate, also
known as Bab al-Magharba, remains the only gate under the complete control of Israeli
authorities, inaccessible to Palestinians.In September of last year, Israeli ultra-nationalists
forcibly entered Al-Agsa through the Lions’ Gate (Bab al-Asbat), marking the first instance of
such entry from that gate since the Israeli occupation of East Jerusalem.

Numerous Palestinians express concern that granting settlers access through various gates
implies an expansion of Israeli authority over the mosque and a potential alteration of the
existing arrangement.

Days of Palestine 10-6-2023
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Hamada: All Israeli attempts to change status quo at Aqsa will fail

Hamas spokesman for Occupied Jerusalem, Muhammad Hamada, confirmed that
all Israeli attempts to change the status quo at the Aqsa Mosque will fail in the face
of the steadfastness of the Palestinian people.

"Our people are completely aware of the Israeli plans and threats to change the
status quo at the Agsa Mosque", Hamada said.

The Hamas official further called on the Palestinian people to intensify their
presence at the holy site.

Hamada called on the Arab and Islamic nations to support Jerusalem and Aqsa
Mosque, stressing the importance of a major international position against the
occupation's crimes against the Palestinian people and their holy sites.

This came in the wake of an Israeli plan proposed by member of the Israeli
Knesset, Amit Halevi, to divide the Aqsa Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 10-6-2023
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Bakirat: Knesset member’s plan to divide Al-Aqsa serious escalation

The deputy director of the Jerusalem Islamic Waqf Council, Sheikh Najeh Bakirat,
has labeled the plan proposed by a member of Israel’s Knesset to divide the Al-
Aqgsa Mosque as a serious escalation and a blatant aggression against the Arab and
Islamic Nation.

In a press statement on Thursday, Bakirat stressed that such plans constitute a
deliberate attempt to impose the temporal and spatial division on the Al-Agsa
Mosque.
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“The Knesset has been discussing similar plans since 2015,” Bakirat underlined,
affirming that the Knesset is this time seriously considering such plans.

Member of Knesset Amit Halevi has been promoting a plan to divide the Al-Agsa
Mosque by seizing control of the northern area of the Mosque in addition to the
Dome of the Rock in favor of Jewish settlers.

The plan also aims at allowing Jewish settlers to break into the Al-Aqsa Mosque
through all its gates not only the Maghariba Gate in addition to annulling Jordan’s
role as custodian of the Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

The Palestinian Information Center 8-6-2023
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IOF Has Demolished 136 Palestinian Homes so far in 2023

Israeli occupation forces IOF have demolished 136 Palestinian homes and
structures since the start of 2023, according to the Palestinian Information Center
Moata.
Moata documented Israel’s demolishing of 135 homes and apartments in the
occupied West Bank and Jerusalem so far in 2023.
The report revealed that 10 of the homes were owned by families of Palestinian
freedom fighters killed or detained by Israeli occupation forces.
Since 1967, Israel has implemented a policy where houses of Palestinian freedom
fighters, killed or detained by Israeli forces, are demolished as a measure of
punishment.
The Moata report revealed that 64 homes were demolished in Jerusalem, 19 in Jericho, 18 in
Hebron, 7 in Bethlehem, and one in each Tubas and Qalgilia.
In addition, the Israeli troops have demolished 17 homes in Nablus, 4 in Ramallah, 2 in Salfit,
and three others in Jenin.
Furthermore, IOF demolished 112 properties and structures used for agricultural and commercial
purposes and confiscated 29 others only in May 2023.
Israel used various means and pretexts to demolish Palestinian homes. Most of the Palestinian
homes are demolished under the pretext of building without a permit or in favor of settlement
expansion.

Days of Palestine 8-6-2023
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