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e President Abbas is conducting intensive contacts to stop Israeli
escalation - says presidential spokesman

e Foreign Minister welcomes UNESCO adoption of two resolutions in

favor of Palestine

o Israeli forces attack sit-in near Shufat checkpoint held against siege

on East Jerusalem neighborhoods

e British Embassy move to Jerusalem would "validate Israeli violation

of Palestinian human rights"

e PCHR: “For Fifth Day in Row, Israeli Occupation Forces Continue
to Impose Collective Punishment Measures on Shu’fat Refugee Camp

and ‘Anata Village in Occupied East Jerusalem”

e Palestinians protest as Jerusalem refugee camp is locked down in
Israeli crackdown

e Radical Jewish settlers storm al-Aqsa Mosque

e State of Palestine warns against Israel’s escalating crimes, collective

punishment
e Vast areas of land northwest of Jerusalem catch fire from Israeli
army's tear gas

e Muslim leaders in Jerusalem write to King Charles III condemning

Israel embassy move
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President Abbas is conducting intensive contacts to stop Israeli
escalation - says presidential spokesman

Presidential spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh said that President Mahmoud Abbas is
conducting intensive contacts with the relevant parties to stop the Israeli escalation against
the Palestinian people.

He said that the Israeli occupation’s dangerous escalation against the Palestinian people,
including the continued storming of al-Aqsa mosque by extremist settlers, the ongoing siege
on East Jerusalem neighborhoods, and today’s killing of a Palestinian teenager by Israeli
forces, will drag the region into a dangerous situation, which Israel alone bears
responsibility for its consequences.

He stressed that the international community, particularly the US administration, must
promptly intervene to stop this ongoing Israeli escalation before it is too late and to end its
policy of condemnation and silence which only encourages the occupation to commit more
crimes against the Palestinian people and their land.

WAFA 12-10-2022
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Foreign Minister welcomes UNESCO adoption of two resolutions in
favor of Palestine

Foreign Minister Riyad Malki welcomed UNESCOQO’s adoption today of two resolutions
related to Palestine.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Executive Board unanimously adopted in its 215" session two resolutions in favor of
Palestine, namely "occupied Palestine' and "cultural and educational institutions', during
the 215th session of its Executive Council held in the French capital Paris.

Malki stressed that the two decisions centered on Palestinian national issues such as the
capital, Jerusalem, the issue of the reconstruction of Gaza, and the Ibrahimi Mosque in
Hebron, in addition to the importance of sending an exploratory mission to occupied
Jerusalem and its walls.

They considered that the protection of heritage sites, tangible and intangible Palestinian
heritage, is an international responsibility to preserve them as they are currently, purely
Palestinian, and preserve them from destruction, distortion and forgery, including not
giving names to Palestinian sites based on false narratives and in a manner that threatens
the current legal and historical status of Jerusalem and the status of the Palestinian
territories.

WAFA 12-10-2022
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Israeli forces attack sit-in near Shufat checkpoint held against siege on
East Jerusalem neighborhoods

Y¢



Israeli forces tonight attacked a sit-in held near the Shufat military checkpoint in protest
against the Israeli army’s tight closure and collective punishment policy against Shufat
refugee camp and nearby Anata town.

Forces attacked the sit-in with tear gas canisters, and stun grenades, injuring the adviser to
the Presidential Office for Jerusalem Affairs, Ahmed Al Ruwaidi, with a stun grenade.
Forces also detained two youths.

Camp residents yesterday declared civil disobedience against the cruel Israeli collective
punishment policy against more than 130,000 people who live in the camp and Anata and
went out in protests and demonstrations, some of which were attacked by the Israeli forces.
Jerusalem and several West Bank cities and towns today observed a general strike in
protest against the Israeli measures in and in support of Shufat refugee camp and Anata.

WAFA 12-10-2022
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British Embassy move to Jerusalem would "validate Israeli violation of
Palestinian human rights"

By John Brady TD

Sinn Féin spokesperson on Foreign Affairs and Defence, John Brady TD, has condemned
comments from British Prime Minister Liz Truss, that her government is prepared to
consider moving its Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

The Wicklow TD said:

“Indications that the government of British Prime Minister Liz Truss is prepared to
consider the transfer of the British Embassy to Israel to Jerusalem is reckless and deeply
concerning.

"East Jerusalem is illegally occupied by Israeli forces. There is a continuing illegal
campaign of annexation being undertaken against the Palestinian people.

"The United Nations have described the policies of the Israeli government towards the
Palestinian people as being akin to apartheid.

"That this means nothing to the British government is disturbing. The attitude of the
British government to international law has previously been made clear through its
approach to the Irish Protocol.

"Trump’s actions declaring Jerusalem to be the capital of Israel, and to begin the process
of transferring the US Embassy to Jerusalem led to an increase in violence and was
damaging to prospects of a peaceful resolution of the conflict.

"I would urge the British Prime Minister to give careful consideration to the British
decision.

""A decision by the British government to transfer the British Embassy to Jerusalem, would
be illegal, inflammatory, and fly in the face of international convention, and would
represent a validation of Israel’s daily violation of the rights of the Palestinian people.”

Sinn Féin 12-10-2022
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PCHR: “For Fifth Day in Row, Israeli Occupation Forces Continue to

Impose Collective Punishment Measures on Shu’fat Refugee Camp and
‘Anata Village in Occupied East Jerusalem”

For the fifth day in a row, the Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF) continue to impose a siege
on Shu’fat refugee camp and ‘Anata village in Occupied East Jerusalem, including the
closure of entrances and military checkpoints, as part of collective punishment measures
against tens of thousands of people.

According to investigations conducted by the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights
(PCHR), on Saturday, 08 October 2022, IOF completely closed the entrances to Shu’fat
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refugee camp and ‘Atana village in occupied East Jerusalem, as part of their collective
punishment policy following a shooting carried out by a young man at the IOF stationed at
Shu’fat camp’s checkpoint after the young man stepped out of a vehicle passing by the
area. As a result, a female soldier was Kkilled, and 2 other soldiers were wounded. Also,
IOF arrested four Palestinians while crossing the checkpoint at the entrance to ‘Atana
village.

IOF moved into the camp amid violent clashes with Palestinians. As a result, a Palestinian
was shot with a rubber-coated bullet, and tens of others suffocated. Additionally, IOF
arrested three Palestinians, including a woman.

Next morning, 09 October 2022, IOF continued a complete closure of the entrances to the
Shu’fat camp and ‘Anata village, blocking movement in and out of them and turning them
into a military outpost. Also, they spread into groups all over the camp’s streets and alleys.
Due to the measures imposed, the daily life in the camp and the village was disrupted as
employees, workers and students were unable to go to their workplaces and schools. In the
evening, IOF raided and searched several mosques and dozens of shops and confiscated the
recorders of the surveillance cameras.

During their widescale raids, IOF arrested 15 Palestinians from Shu’fat camp and ‘Anata
village.

Next day, 10 October 2022, IOF imposed-closure on Shu’fat and ‘Anata village continued,
as they conducted widescale raids of houses and shops, confiscated the recorders of
surveillance cameras, and arrested 4 Palestinians from al-Tamimi family, including the
parents of ‘Odai al-Tamimi (22), whom the Israeli media accused of carrying out the
shooting at the checkpoint. Also, IOF raided and took photos of all houses and shops
belonging to al-Tamimi family.

Moreover, two Palestinians were wounded during IOF’s suppression of Palestinians
protesting against the punitive measures imposed on Shu’fat camp and al-Salam Suburb in
occupied East Jerusalem.

On Tuesday, 11 October 2022, IOF continued their closure on the camp and village,
disrupting all aspects of life and denying employees and students’ access to their
workplaces and schools for the third day. In the morning, IOF raided ‘Odai al-Tamimi’s
house in al-Salam Suburb in ‘Anata village and took its measurements as a prelude to
demolish it.

IOF’s incursions into the neighborhoods and streets of the camp and ‘Anata village
recurred several times during the day, enticing anger among the residents of the area who
gathered in the evening on the camp’s streets and decided civil disobedience and a
comprehensive strike all over the area, calling on all Jerusalem neighborhoods to go on a
strike until IOF end their collective punishment policy against the residents of the area.
Afterwards, hundreds participated in a mass protest that made its way to the camp’s
checkpoint chanting national slogans. When they reached the checkpoint, IOF suppressed
the protest by firing rubber-coated metal bullets, tear gas canisters and stun grenades at
the protesters. IOF summoned skunk carrying vehicles that broke into the camp’s streets
and alleys and pumped skunk water at the residential houses and shops.

Up to publishing this press release, IOF continue to lock down and impose a closure on
Shu’fat refugee camp and ‘Anata village, where they conducted raids and arrests. Due to
this closure, the fieldworker could not determine the final number of arrestees, but the
initial reports say that at least 25 Palestinians were arrested within the past few days.

The mayor of ‘Anata, Taha No’man, stated that IOF have turned ‘Anata, Ras Khamis,
Shuafat refugee camp and Ras Shehada into a prison as the IOF’s collective punishments
target 130,000 people distributed over the mentioned areas, disrupting all aspects of life.

As a result, 30,000 Palestinians could not go to work, and more than 4000 students could
not attend schools.

PCHR condemns the IOF’s collective punishment measures and repressions against the
Palestinians, and recalls Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which states that:
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“No protected person may be punished for an offense he or she has not personally
committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism
are prohibited. Pillage is prohibited. Reprisals against protected persons and their
property are prohibited.”

PCHR also calls upon the High Contracting Parties to the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention
to fulfill their obligations under Article 1; i.e., to respect and ensure respect for the
Convention in all circumstance. PCHR believes that the conspiracy of silence practiced by
the international community encourages Israel to act as a state above law and to commit
further violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law.

The Palestinian Center For Human Rights 13-10-2022
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Palestinians protest as Jerusalem refugee camp is locked down in Israeli
crackdown

Long lines of cars formed at checkpoints leading out of the area, while groups of youths
hurled stones at police and set fire to trash containers.

Hundreds of Palestinians protested at checkpoints into a major refugee camp
in Jerusalem on Wednesday and stores across the West Bank closed, following an Israeli
security crackdown after two soldiers died in shooting attacks this week.

There were incidents in several cities across the occupied West Bank and Israeli security
forces closed roads into Nablus, one of the cities at the heart of months of clashes in which
more than 100 Palestinians have been Killed this year.

Earlier this week, security forces began a manhunt for the killer of an 18-year-old soldier
who was shot while on duty at a checkpoint into the Shuafat refugee camp on the northern
outskirts of Jerusalem.

The Shuafat camp, now a heavily built up area and home to an estimated 60,000 people,
has been blockaded for days as police have combed through streets and houses looking for
the shooter and imposed strict vehicle checks.

On Wednesday, long lines of cars formed at checkpoints leading out of the area while
groups of youths hurled stones at police and set fire to trash containers, sending plumes of
black smoke billowing into the sky.

Many shops in East Jerusalem and parts of the West Bank were closed as a mark of
protest, while private schools also told pupils to stay at home.

“The strike is in solidarity with Shuafat refugee camp and how it is being dealt with,” said
Jerusalem resident Khaled Algam. “It looks like it will be the start of a civil disobedience
(campaign), and let us hope for the best.”

The episode has come following months of tensions in the West Bank after Israeli forces
began a crackdown in late March in the wake of a series of attacks by Palestinians in Israel
that killed 19 people.

Since then army raids and gunbattles with groups of armed militants in cities like Nablus
and Jenin have become near-daily occurrences, fuelling increasing anger among young
Palestinians who have hurled rocks and Molotov cocktails at the troops.

On Tuesday, a second Israeli soldier was Killed near a Jewish settlement between Jenin and
Nablus.

NBC News 12-10-2022
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Radical Jewish settlers storm al-Aqsa Mosque

Groups of extremist Jewish settlers stormed the yards of the al-Aqsa Mosque / Haram al-
Sharif compound on Wednesday morning.

The Jerusalem Waqf Department said raids were carried out through the al-Magharebah
gate under the protection of heavily-armed Israeli police, who assaulted a group of the
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Mosque's guards and arrested two of them, clearing the way for the hardliners.
Israeli troops were deployed in the early hours, prohibiting the entrance of Muslim
worshippers under 50 years old into the Mosque and forcing out a few of the younger
people in preparation for the storming of the ultraorthodox settlers, who are observing
Jewish holidays for the third consecutive day.

On Tuesday, more than 1,030 radical settlers broke into the Mosque, the department
added.

Jordan News Agency 12-10-2022
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State of Palestine warns against Israel’s escalating crimes, collective
punishment

The State of Palestine warns against Israel’s escalating crimes, including collective
punishment and unlawful blockades imposed on Palestinian cities, villages, and refugee
camps. The international community to urgently intervene to protect the Palestinian
people, in occupied East Jerusalem, Nablus, Jenin, Gaza, and others.
For the past week, Israel, the occupying Power, has been besieging hundreds of thousands
of Palestinians into enclaves, depriving them of access to health services, education, and
food supplies, in violation of international law.

The State of Palestine holds Israel, the occupying Power, fully responsible for the
repercussions of its deliberate and dangerous escalation and calls on it to immediately cease
its criminal policies and practices.

Collective punishment is a war crime and a form of persecution and is an affront to the
elementary principles of humanity, dignity, and rule of law.

Israel, the occupying Power, continues to employ such declared criminal policies with full
impunity, with the intent to punish the Palestinian people collectively, cause immeasurable
suffering to millions of people, and lead to the eventual displacement of the Palestinian
people from their homes and lands.

No amount of methodical violence and chaos of Israel’s making will overshadow its willful
failure to end its illegal occupation and engage in a political process.

In line with the international legal obligations respecting state responsibility, the
international community should take no all measures, including countermeasures and
sanctions, necessary to hold Israel accountable for its crimes.

The Palestinian people will continue to collectively persist and exercise their legitimate
right to resist Israel’s crimes until their fundamental rights are realized, respected, and
upheld.

WAFA 12-10-2022
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Vast areas of land northwest of Jerusalem catch fire from Israeli army's
tear gas

The heavy firing of tear gas canisters by Israeli forces during clashes that erupted in the
town of Qatanna to the northwest of occupied Jerusalem, caused fire to break out in vast
areas of land, according to local sources.

Clashes broke out tonight between Israeli soldiers and Palestinian residents in the town of
Qatanna, during which the former fired a barrage of tear gas canisters, which caused large
areas of nearby lands to catch fire.

WAFA 12-10-2022
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Muslim leaders in Jerusalem write to King Charles III condemning
Israel embassy move
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Islamic Wagqf leaders and two grand muftis write to new monarch to express deep concern
about potential relocation.

By Rayhan Uddin

Senior Muslim leaders in Jerusalem have written to King Charles III expressing “deep
concern” about UK Prime Minister Liz Truss’s decision to consider moving the British
embassy from its current location in Tel Aviv, in a letter seen by Middle East Eye.

At a meeting with her Israeli counterpart, Yair Lapid, on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly in September, Truss said she was considering moving the
embassy to Jerusalem. She later announced that she had launched a review into the issue.
A statement addressed to Britain's new monarch written by leaders of the Islamic Waqf, a
Palestinian-Jordanian body that runs the affairs of al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied East
Jerusalem, and the current and former grand muftis of Jerusalem and Palestine, Sheikh
Mohammad Hussein and Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, respectively, condemned the potential
relocation.

“Jerusalem has been a great example of coexistence and peace between its religious
communities for centuries,” the joint letter said.

“The International Community, including the United Kingdom, recognised the special
historic and legal arrangement, also known as the 'Status Quo' since 1852.”

The letter stated that the special status of protecting the rights of different religions
continued until 1967, “when Israel started to impose many unilateral measures in favor of
its Jewish identity/community”.

It explained that the international community, through multiple United Nations
resolutions, has denied Israel’s unilateral measures, and called on conserving the pre-1967
status quo.

“We oppose moving the British embassy to Jerusalem since we understand it, as a message
to the universe that the UK, in contrary to the international law and the Status Quo,
accepts the continuing Israeli illegal military occupation of the Palestinian territories, the
Israeli unilateral annexation of East Jerusalem and the Israeli illegal Judaisation measures
in the Holy City.”

It added that the move undermined a two-state solution and would inflame religious
conflict in an “already unstable situation in Jerusalem”.

Middle East Eye reached out to Buckingham Palace for comment but did not receive a
response by the time of publication.

King Charles III visited Jerusalem as Prince of Wales in 2020, when he expressed
sympathy for Palestinians and wished them '"freedom, justice and equality" in the future.
His admiration and knowledge of Islamic history and theology have also been well
documented.

Condemnations

The letter is the latest in a long list of statements from senior religious figures to condemn
the potential move.

On Monday, Christian leaders in Jerusalem described the review as a “further impediment
to advancing the already moribund peace process”.

A spokesperson for Justin Welby, the archbishop of Canterbury, told Middle East Eye last
week: “The archbishop is concerned about the potential impact of moving the British
Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem before a negotiated settlement between
Palestinians and Israelis has been reached.”

In addition, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, the most senior Catholic leader in the UK, said he
saw “no valid reason” for the move, describing it as “seriously damaging”.

A briefing note circulated by the lobbying group, the Conservative Friends of Israel, to
affiliated Conservative members of parliament stated that the UK government already
owned land in west Jerusalem earmarked as a site for a new embassy.
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In a shock intervention on Tuesday, former UK foreign secretary William Hague - who is
an ex-Conservative Party leader - said moving the embassy would align Truss's
government with former US President Donald Trump.
Trump broke with international convention by moving the US embassy in Israel to
Jerusalem in 2018 - a move which was then condemned by the British government.
Only three other UN member states have embassies in Jerusalem: Guatemala, Honduras,
and El Salvador.

Middle East Eye 11-10-2022
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