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45Nl lal
King delivers keynote address at Global Refugee Forum in Geneva

Jordan, Iran foreign ministers talk stopping war on Gaza ... Safadi

meets, Qatari, German ministers on efforts to stop Israeli war on
Gaza

Qatar condemns Israel's confiscation of Palestinian land to build air
train in East Jerusalem

Dozens of settlers storm Al-Aqsa protected by Israeli army

Israeli Army Demolishes An Apartment Building In Jerusalem

Israeli Army Abducts 16 Palestinians Near Occupied Jerusalem
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King delivers keynote address at Global Refugee Forum in Geneva
His Majesty King Abdullah on Wednesday delivered the keynote address at the Global Refugee
Forum in Geneva, co-convened by Jordan, Colombia, France, Japan and Uganda, and co-hosted
by Switzerland and UNHCR.
His Majesty warned of the waning international attention to the ongoing refugee crisis.
"As serious crises compete for international attention, the plight of refugees and their host
countries has taken a backseat. But this is a lapse that the international community can ill
afford," the King said.
"And now, as we speak, we find ourselves dealing with another internal displacement crisis in
the region. Over 1.9 million Palestinians in Gaza, many of whom are themselves refugees, have
been forced to flee their homes amid a relentless bombing campaign," His Majesty said.
"With all eyes on Gaza, the international community must recognise, more than ever, that band-
aid solutions are no longer feasible, and that global crises demand long-term responsibility-
sharing," the King added.
His Majesty said Jordan is pushing for a more coordinated humanitarian response in Gaza, and
supporting the Palestinians and UNRWA "in any way we can".
"But our country is still bearing the heavy costs and burdens of the refugee communities in our
midst," the King added, urging the international community not to leave the most vulnerable
behind.
Following is the full keynote address by His Majesty:
"In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
High Commissioner Grandi,
Your Excellencies,
My Friends:
I would like to thank Switzerland and the UNHCR for co-hosting this forum. And my thanks
also to our fellow co-convenor nations for recognising the need to bring the spotlight back to a
major global issue, an issue Jordan is all too familiar with.
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Jordan hosts nearly 4 million refugees of different nationalities, including almost 1.4 million
Syrians. All in all, this is over a third of our 11 million population.
In an increasingly volatile region, welcoming refugees has become an indelible part of Jordan’s
national identity. We cannot turn our backs on refugees, because that is who we are.
But Jordanians have been increasingly feeling that the world is turning its backs on them, as
refugee hosts.

As serious crises compete for international attention, the plight of refugees and their host
countries has taken a backseat. But this is a lapse that the international community can ill afford.
My friends,

Just a few months ago, I stood before the UN General Assembly and urged the world not to
forget Syrian refugees.

And now, as we speak, we find ourselves dealing with another internal displacement crisis in the
region. Over 1.9 million Palestinians in Gaza, many of whom are themselves refugees, have been
forced to flee their homes amid a relentless bombing campaign.

With all eyes on Gaza, the international community must recognise, more than ever, that band-
aid solutions are no longer feasible, and that global crises demand long-term responsibility-
sharing.

Jordan is pushing for a more coordinated humanitarian response in Gaza. We are supporting the
Palestinians and UNRWA in any way we can. But our country is still bearing the heavy costs and
burdens of the refugee communities in our midst.

And let us be clear about the scope. In Jordan, UNRWA registers 2.3 million refugees; UNHCR
registers more than 730,000 others; and nearly a million more are not covered by either agency.
International partners are essential, and our response plan for the Syrian refugee crisis has been
world-recognised, yet, it has never been fully funded. Indeed, international funding to meet
pledges has been steadily declining. So far this year, we only received around 22 percent of the
response plan’s needs the lowest level ever.

The rest is covered through Jordan’s national budget. This has raised the challenge of additional
expenditures, and placed even more pressure on our strained resources, especially water, as we
struggle to cope with the dual impact of the refugee crisis and climate change.

With one of the lowest water shares per capita in the world already, the challenge of covering the
water needs of our people, as well as refugees, has become extremely dire. One vital mega-
project we are hoping will alleviate this emergency envisions desalinating Red Sea water from
the Gulf of Agaba, and supplying it to major population areas.

And we remain committed to providing refugees with education at our schools, medical services
at our hospitals, and access to livelihood opportunities, but sufficient funds are key to enable us
to continue providing basic services.

With no clear long-term commitments in flexible international funding, the vulnerability of
refugees and Jordanian host communities will grow even more precarious.

And the severe shortfall in funds for key agencies like the World Food Programme and UNHCR
is negatively affecting the level of services, including cash assistance, education, and healthcare.
After cuts in World Food Programme assistance to vulnerable refugees this year, a deterioration
in food security and self-reliance has become a painful reality for the vast majority, with 91
percent now being food insecure, compared to 63 percent before the cuts.

So my friends,

For many years, we and other host countries have been offering shelter, education, healthcare,
jobs, and resources to refugees at a great cost to our own economic progress.

But we recognise that this is a long-term commitment that we are undertaking on behalf of the
international community.

And likewise, the international community cannot resort to short-term solutions and move on to
the next crisis.
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Jordan has often warned of the dangers of leaving a lost generation behind, yet, instead of
making headway in resolving this ever-evolving and expanding refugee crisis and even as new
displacement crises emerge we see attention waning.
We cannot afford for this to continue. Our global community cannot thrive if its most vulnerable
are left behind.
Let’s make this forum count.
Thank you."
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His
Majesty Jafar Hassan, and Jordan’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva
Walid Obeidat attended the forum’s plenary session.

Jordan News Agency 13-12-2023
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Jordan, Iran foreign ministers talk stopping war on Gaza

Safadi meets, Qatari, German ministers on efforts to stop Israeli war on Gaza
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Abdollahian Wednesday
discussed on the sidelines of the Refugee Forum in Geneva mobilising international support to
stop the Israeli war on Gaza.
Safadi and Abdollahian discussed the results of the ministerial committee meetings of the joint
Arab-Islamic summit with international officials to drum up support for an "effective"
international action to stop the Israeli war on the besieged enclave.
Safadi discussed the need to "immediately" stop the Israeli war and deliver sufficient
humanitarian aid to Gaza and for the international community to "take a firm stance" to end the
war.
The top diplomats discussed developments in Syria, where Safadi warned of smuggling attempts
of drugs and weapons from Syria into Jordan.
Safadi said the Kingdom would take action to counter the "threat" of smuggling to Jordan's
national security by "striking and prosecuting criminals who attack Jordan's security wherever
they are found."
Commenting on yesterday's attack on the borders with Syria that killed a Jordanian soldier,
Safadi said, "Those responsible will not escape punishment, and they will pay the price for their
aggression and crime."
Safadi and the Qatari Minister of State for International Cooperation, Lulwah Khater,
Wednesday discussed on the sidelines of the Refugee Forum in Geneva the Israeli war on Gaza
and cooperation in delivering aid to the enclave.
also, Safadi and Khater discussed increasing efforts to realise a complete ceasefire and ensure the
delivery of sufficient and urgent humanitarian aid to the Palestinians in the besieged enclave.
In a separate meeting, Safadi met with German Minister of Economic Cooperation and
Development Svenja Schulze and discussed efforts to stop the war and ensure the protection of
civilians.
He urged the international community to launch immediate and effective action to stop the
raging war in Gaza.
They discussed cooperation between the two countries and the support provided by Germany to
Jordan, especially in water projects.

Jordan News Agency 13-12-2023
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Qatar condemns Israel's confiscation of Palestinian land to build air train in

East Jerusalem
Qatar urges the UN to compel Israel to halt actions altering historical and legal status of
Jerusalem.
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Qatar on Wednesday condemned an Israeli decision to confiscate Palestinian land in Silwan
neighborhood in occupied East Jerusalem to build an air train.
This decision is “a flagrant violation of the principles and provisions of international law, and the
relevant USESCO resolutions,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement.
Doha called on the UN Security Council to shoulder its responsibilities to oblige Israel to stop its
measures aiming at changing the historical and legal status of the city of Jerusalem.
It warned against Israel’s exploiting “the international community's preoccupation with
developments in Gaza Strip to pass unilateral decisions that violate the rights of the brotherly
Palestinian people.”
“The Israeli decision will hinder the achievement of the two-state solution, which is the only way
to achieve sustainable peace in the region,” the ministry said.
The ministry reiterated support for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and the
establishment of a Palestinian state on the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.
Israeli authorities notified 30 Palestinian families in Silwan earlier this month to vacate their
homes within two months to build an air train in the area, according to the Jerusalem governor’s
office.
Jerusalem remains at the core of the perennial Israel-Palestine conflict, as Palestinians want
Israeli-occupied East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state.

Anadolu Agency 13-12-2023
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Dozens of settlers storm Al-Aqsa protected by Israeli army

On Wednesday, dozens of settlers stormed the courtyards of the holy Al-Agsa Mosque, under
heavy protection from the Israeli occupation police.
According to local sources, the settlers made provocative tours in the courtyards of Al-Aqsa, and
performed Talmudic rituals, in light of the increase in calls for incursions, coinciding with the
advent of the Jewish holidays, which continue until the end of this week.
In the same context, the occupation police tightened its military measures in the vicinity of Al-
Agsa and the Old City.
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Israeli Army Demolishes An Apartment Building In Jerusalem
On Wednesday, Israeli soldiers invaded the Wad Qaddoum neighborhood in Ras Al-Amoud in
occupied Jerusalem in the West Bank, displacing four families.
Media sources said several military and police vehicles, including bulldozers, invaded the
neighborhood, forced the families out, and demolished the building.
They added that the demolished buildings contained eight apartments, 110 square meters each,
on two floors.
The building is owned by Zoheir Abdul-Aziz Gheith, his brother Morad, in addition to Fahed
Mubarak and his brother Mohammad.
It was built in 2016, and the families have since been paying fines and fees that exceeded 800000
Shekels, in addition to various appeals until an Israeli court made, last Wednesday, a final
decision to demolish it.
Two days ago, the soldiers invaded Bani Neim town, east of Hebron, in the occupied West
Bank’s southern part and demolished a home.
Last week, Israeli forces demolished a Palestinian-owned apartment, and three other citizens
were forced to demolish their own homes in occupied Jerusalem.
While Israel continues to build and expand its illegal colonies, Palestinian communities and
towns in occupied Jerusalem and various areas in the occupied West Bank continue to be denied
the right to build homes and property under various allegations meant to prevent the expansion
of Palestinian towns and neighborhoods.

Y¢



All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, in addition to
various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying
Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it
occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of
protected persons from occupied territory.”

International Middle East Media Center 13-12-2023
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Israeli Army Abducts 16 Palestinians Near Occupied Jerusalem
Israeli forces, on Wednesday morning, invaded the town of Hizma, northeast of occupied
Jerusalem, and abducted sixteen Palestinians after assaulting several citizens.
Media sources said that 25 army patrols stormed the town, invaded dozens of Palestinian homes,
interrogated many residents, and abducted sixteen citizens.
Soldiers assaulted several Palestinian citizens during the wide-scale search and arrest campaign,
which eyewitnesses called the largest targeting of the town in years.
The identities of those abducted by the occupation army are as follows;
. Muhammad Jasser Sobeih,
. Issa Tawtfiq Sobeih,
. Bashar Suleiman Rizk,
. Muhammad Fawzi Al-Khatib,
. Ahmed Omar Musa Al-Khatib,
. Antar Badran and his son
. Youssef Antar Musa,
. Karim Afif Rizk,
. Zakaria Afif Rizk,
10. Zayed Ahmed Al-Khatib,
11. Muhammad Farid Al-Khatib,
12. Qusay Muhammad Farid,
13. Murad Farid Al-Khatib,
14. Muhammad Rushdi Mubarak,
15. Ahmed Nassif Arman, and
16. Muhammad Ghaleb Salah EI-Din.
In related news, Israeli forces abducted 27 Palestinians in the Nablus governorate in the northern
occupied West Bank.

O 00 31N L B WIN —

International Middle East Media Center 14-12-2023
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