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Saudi Envoy to Palestine Sparks Israeli Ire Over Jerusalem
Claim
RCJA hails Australia's move to reinstate 'Occupied Palestinian
Territories' term
Erdogan: Al-Aqsa Mosque is Red Line

Israeli Settlers Invade Courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque

“Suspension Bridge”: New Israeli Project Disrupting
Palestinian Lives in Silwan
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Saudi Envoy to Palestine Sparks Israeli Ire Over Jerusalem Claim

Saudi Arabia has appointed a new envoy to Palestine, who will also serve as consul-general in
Jerusalem, a move that has drawn criticism from Israel and raised questions about the kingdom’s
stance on normalization with the Israeli occupation.

Nayef Al-Sudairi, the Saudi ambassador to Jordan, expanded his credentials on Saturday to include
non-resident envoy to the Palestinians, according to a social media post by his embassy in Amman.
The post said that Al-Sudairi’s duties would include “consul-general in Jerusalem”, a term that
implies recognition of East Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state.

Israel, which deems Jerusalem its own capital and bars Palestinian diplomatic activity in the city,
rejected the possibility of a Saudi diplomatic base in Jerusalem.

“We will not allow the opening of any kind of diplomatic mission” in Jerusalem, Israeli Foreign
Minister Eli Cohen told Tel Aviv radio station 103 FM.

Cohen said Al-Sudairi’s appointment had not been coordinated with Israel, but suggested it could be
related to the US efforts to broker normalization between Israel and Saudi Arabia.

“What is behind this development is that, against the backdrop of progress in the US talks with Saudi
Arabia and Israel, the Saudis want to relay a message to the Palestinians that they have not forgotten
them,” Cohen said.

Saudi Arabia officially supports the Palestinian cause and has so far shunned official ties with the
Israeli occupation, although informal relations exist.

The US has been heavily promoting a normalization agreement between the Israeli occupation and
Saudi Arabia similar to 2020’s Abraham Accords between the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and the
Israeli occupation.

Palestinians slammed that agreement as a betrayal of their cause.

14



Bassam Al-Agha, the Palestinian ambassador to Riyadh, cast Al-Sudairi’s appointment as Saudi
affirmation of Palestinian statehood and “rejection of what had been announced by former US
President Trump” regarding Jerusalem.
“This means a continuation of Saudi Arabia’s positions,” Al-Agha told Voice of Palestine radio.
Israel’s extreme-right government has played down any prospect of it giving significant ground to
the Palestinians as part of a normalization deal with Saudi Arabia.
Riyadh has previously conditioned recognition of Israel on Palestinians’ statehood goal being
addressed.

Days of Palestine 13-8-2023
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RCJA hails Australia's move to reinstate 'Occupied Palestinian
Territories' term

Australian government's announcement of its intention to officially resume use of the term
"Occupied Palestinian Territories" in its correspondences and dealing with the Palestinian file, as an
"exemplary" international political step, Secretary-General of the Royal Committee for Jerusalem
Affairs (RCJA), Abdullah Kanaan, said.
The move, he noted, reflects Australia's commitment to the Palestinian people's right to their
occupied land and a diplomatic implementation of the international legitimacy resolutions related to
the Palestinian issue.
In statements to "Petra" on Sunday, he said Australian declaration is in line with the international
position, and Jordan's stances, under its Hashemite leadership, which assumes custodianship over
Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites that fully defends Palestinian people and supports
Palestinians' rights.
He said the committee reminds the world of Australia's position last October when Canberra
retracted a previous move of its government to recognize West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel,
calling for a two-state solution and principle of negotiations to achieve peace.
Kanaan also referred to Australia's decision as a " important” diplomatic strategy, which reflects
Canberra's commitment to the EU position and the free people of the world.
Kanaan added that all these stances enhance principles of peace and security and adherence to the
peoples' right to self-determination, including the occupied Palestinian people, and reflects a global
diplomacy that would eliminate policy of double standards and bias towards Israel.
Kanaan said Australia's step affirms that the Palestinian cause and its nexus, Jerusalem, is the "key"
global file for justice and peace.
Moreover, he pointed to importance of international diplomatic dialogue and action in support of
peace based on international legitimacy, law and norms.

Jordan News Agency 13-8-2023
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Erdogan: Al-Aqsa Mosque is Red Line

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan sent Sunday, August 13, 2023, specific and direct messages

regarding the Palestinian issue and the file of the city of Jerusalem, following an important meeting

with more than 23 scholars of Islamic Sharia held in Ankara recently.

Sources participated in the meeting stated that the Turkish president focused in his interventions and

discussions with the delegation of scholars on the fact that Turkey has a very keen interest in the

Jerusalem file, and supports the steadfastness of the Palestinian people.

The Turkish president said that his country is following in detail the ongoing Israeli violations, which

became systematic in occupied Jerusalem and the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

During July 2023, at least 6558 colonial Israeli settlers invaded the courtyards of Al-Agsa mosque

and performed provocative Talmudic rituals in some of its yards, citing Hebrew holidays as a pretext.
Days of Palestine 13-8-2023
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Israeli Settlers Invade Courtyards of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of colonial Israeli settlers invaded Sunday, 13 August 2023, the courtyards of Al-Agsa
Mosque, performing provocative rituals under the Israeli occupation forces’ protection.
Local Palestinian media sources reported that Israeli settlers broke into the courtyards of Al-Agsa,
performed provocative Talmudic rituals, and read biblical passages aloud and collectively.
Meanwhile, Israeli occupation forces are widely spread across the compound of the Al-Agsa Mosque
to protect the colonial settlers, restricting the presence of Palestinians.
Colonial settlers’ backed by the Israeli occupation forces repeatedly invade Muslims and holy places
in the occupied West Bank and Jerusalem in a flagrant violation of all international conventions and
laws, guaranteeing Palestinian people’s right to worship in their sacred places.
In 2022, 56670 colonial Israeli settlers invaded Al-Aqsa Mosque courtyards and performed Talmudic
provocative rituals in its courtyards, according to Palestinian figures.

Days of Palestine 13-8-2023
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“Suspension Bridge”: New Israeli Project Disrupting Palestinian Lives
in Silwan

Last July, Israeli occupation forces launched the longest suspension bridge as part of a Judaization

project sponsored by the Israeli settlement association of ‘Ateret Cohanim’ and the Israeli Authority

the Nature and Antiquities.

With a budget of about 20 million shekels, the Judaization project was implemented by the Israeli

Ministry of Jerusalem and Jewish Heritage. The suspension bridge connects the Al-Thawri

neighborhood in the town of Silwan, passing through the lands of the Wadi Al-Rababa neighborhood

at a height of 202 meters.

The Israeli occupation confiscated about 210 Palestinian-owned dunums of the lands of the people of

Silwan, disrupting their traffic and making their lives difficult.

Furthermore, Israeli colonial settlers use the place under the suspension bridge to hold their evening

parties which last until midnight, disrupting Palestinian people’s lives near the bridge.

This project expresses Israel’s proactive settlement policy which aimed at changing the geographical

and cultural features of the occupied Jerusalem.

Israeli occupation seeks to achieve political goals by narrowing the scope of movement for

Palestinians and increasing the presence of illegal settlers, according to Samir Shuqair, a resident of

the Wadi al-Rababa neighborhood in the town of Silwan.

Shugqair said, “The construction of the bridge over our lands caused damage to the Palestinians of the

neighborhood, due to the heavy daily presence of Israeli settlers which created a suffocating traffic

crisis and prevented the Palestinian people from reaching their homes.”

After the construction of the bridge, Israeli occupation take over 210 dunams owned by Palestinian

people and prohibit them to benefit from it whether for agriculture or construction, in addition to

distorting the area and changing its features from agricultural lands planted with olive trees to stone

lands that cannot be used.

Its worth noting that Israeli occupation authorities strive to impose a new reality on the occupied city

of Jerusalem through the implementation of dangerous colonial settlement projects.

Last July, Israeli occupation approved 5 settlement projects in various areas of occupied Jerusalem

including a new plan to build 450 settlement units between the towns of Umm Lisun and Jabal Al

Mukaber, a new Israeli plan to establish 670 settlement units in the town of Beit Safafa and plan to

colonize 140 dunums and build 3,500 settlement units and 1,300 hotel rooms south of Jerusalem.
Days of Palestine 13-8-2023
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