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Palestinians slam Biden administration for failing to stop Israeli
‘escalation’
Oman’s Mufti urges Muslims to pay their debt to Palestine and
Aqgsa
Israeli Soldiers Uproot Trees In Silwan, Jerusalem
Israeli settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Israeli settler razes Palestinian lands near Jerusalem for the
second day in a row
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Palestinians slam Biden administration for failing to stop Israeli

‘escalation’
By Khaled Abu Toameh
Palestinian officials voiced disappointment over Washington's failure to fulfill its promises to the
Palestinians, such as reopening the US Consulate in Jerusalem.
Palestinian officials have expressed disappointment with the US administration for its alleged
failure to exert pressure on the Israeli government to halt the IDF security crackdown on
Palestinians in the West Bank.
The officials also voiced disappointment over Washington’s failure to fulfill its promises to the
Palestinians, including the reopening of the US Consulate in Jerusalem and the PLO diplomatic
mission in Washington, which were closed by the administration of former US president Donald
Trump.
Azzam al-Ahmed, a senior official with the ruling Fatah faction headed by Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas, was quoted on Saturday as saying the US administration “is not any
better than the Right in Israel.
Ahmed spoke at a conference in Ramallah
Ahmed, who was speaking during a conference organized in Ramallah by the Palestinian
National Initiative, a political party headed by activist Mustafa Barghouti, denounced the US
administration for being “hesitant” and for making promises without fulfilling them.
Ahmed was referring to US President Joe Biden’s pledge to reopen the US Consulate in
Jerusalem, which served as an unofficial diplomatic mission to the Palestinians before it was
closed in 2019. He was also referring to a promise by US officials to reopen the PLO diplomatic
mission in Washington, which was closed by the Trump administration in 2018.
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PA presidential spokesman Nabil Abu Rudeineh warned that the ‘“ambiguity” of the US
administration’s stance toward the Israeli-Palestinian conflict would prompt the Palestinians to
react in a different manner.

Commenting on the killing of two Palestinians by the IDF last week, he said: “In light of
hesitation by the international community to hold Israel accountable for its continued violations
of international law and international legitimacy, and the vagueness of the American position
that talks about a two-state solution, preserving the status quo in Jerusalem and halting unilateral
measures without any real action on the ground, the Palestinians will have a different and more
decisive action to confront these condemned and rejected Israeli acts.”

PLO Executive Committee member criticized Biden administration

Ahmed Majdalani, a member of the PLO Executive Committee, also criticized the Biden
administration for its alleged bias in favor of Israel.

“The US is the only sponsor and protector of the occupation government and provides it with a
political and diplomatic cover in international forums,” he told the PA’s Voice of Palestine radio
station.

Majdalani hinted that the Palestinians would respond to the Israeli “escalation” on the ground by
walking away from signed agreements between the two sides.

The Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs repeated its call to the US administration to exert
“real pressure” on Israel to stop its “bloody escalation” against the Palestinians, referring to
the Israeli security forces’ counterterrorism measures in the West Bank.

Last week, US envoy Hady Amr visited Ramallah, where he met separately with PA Prime
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh and PLO Executive Committee Secretary-General Hussein al-
Sheikh.

Shtayyeh told him the US administration must “move urgently to put an end to the unilateral
Israeli measures and threats that undermine the Palestinian Authority and destroy the possibility
of establishing a Palestinian state.”

He was referring to the Israeli government’s recent sanctions against the PA in response to the
Palestinian initiative to obtain a legal opinion from the International Court of Justice about
Israel’s “occupation.”

The sanctions include the transfer of $40 million from frozen Palestinian tax revenues to
compensate families of victims killed in terrorist attacks, the deduction of around $150m. in
payments made by the PA to prisoners and the families of “martyrs,” freezing Palestinian
construction in Area C of the West Bank and revoking VIP cards issued to some Palestinian
officials.

Sheikh said he had stressed during the meeting with Amr “the need for a political horizon that
preserves the two-state solution, in accordance with international legitimacy, and for the Israeli
government to stop all its unilateral measures and daily attacks, which destroy the efforts toward
a two-state solution.”

Commenting on the visit of the US envoy, a Palestinian official said: “So far, we only hear good
words from the Biden administration, but they’re not doing enough to stop Israel’s daily
practices against the Palestinians.”

The Jerusalem Post 15-1-2023
Tk

Oman’s Mufti urges Muslims to pay their debt to Palestine and Aqsa

Sheikh Ahmed al-Khalili, Grand Mufti of Oman, has affirmed that the liberation of Palestine and
the Agsa Mosque is a debt owed by the entire Muslim nation and should be paid fully.

In a statement on Saturday, Sheikh Khalili said that the far-right Israeli government’s aggressive
tendencies towards the Aqsa Mosque are a “declaration of war” and a “disregard for the feelings
of the Muslim nation.”He stressed the need for the Muslim nation to join forces to confront the
Israeli aggression against the Aqsa Mosque and support the Palestinian people in their struggle
for their land.
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Israeli Soldiers Uproot Trees In Silwan, Jerusalem

On Sunday, Israeli soldiers uprooted many trees in Silwan town, south of the Al-Agsa Mosque in
occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

The Wadi Hilweh Information Center In Silwan (Siwlanic) said the “City Council” soldiers and
personnel in occupied Jerusalem invaded the Al-Hamra area and started uprooting the trees and
lands.Silwanic added that many colonizers accompanied the soldiers after the army surrounded
the area.The colonizers brought concrete trucks, bulldozers, and construction machines and
started pouring concrete foundations and other work to build a new colony on the stolen lands.
The soldiers also invaded several homes and shops in the Al-Isawiya town, east of Jerusalem,
and confiscated surveillance equipment and recordings.

It is worth mentioning that the colonizers invaded and occupied five Dunams of Palestinian
lands in Al-Hamra on December 27, 2022; Israeli police officers accompanied the colonizers
and abducted three young men protesting the attack.

All of Israel’s colonies in the occupied West Bank, including those in and around occupied East
Jerusalem, are illegal under International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention in addition to
various United Nations and Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes
under International Law.Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying
Power shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it
occupies.” It also prohibits the “individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of
protected persons from occupied territory”.

International Middle East Media Center 15-1-2023
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Israeli settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Israeli settlers stormed the courtyards of the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in occupied
Jerusalem.

Palestinian media quoted The Islamic Waqf (Endowments) Department in Jerusalem as saying
that 183 settlers raided the Al-Aqsa Mosque from al- Mughrabi Gate, carried out provocative
rounds in its courtyards protected by the Israeli forces, indicating that the occupation forces
imposed stringent measures on the entry of Palestinians.

The Palestinians in occupied Jerusalem called for unifying the stances to foil the Israeli
occupation schemes to Judaize the Mosque.

Syrian Arab News Agency 15-1-2023
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Israeli settler razes Palestinian lands near Jerusalem for the second day
in a row

For the second day in a row, an Israeli settler continues to raze Palestinian-owned lands in the
villages of Qalandiya and Rafat, northwest of the occupied city of Jerusalem.
Ameer Dawoud, told WAFA, that the lands are estimated to be 225 donums of area and that the
settler is razing them in preparation of establishing a new outpost.
The sources added that the lands the settler is razing are classified Area C, noting that farmers
from Qalandiya have been planting them for decades as they rented them from the Jordanian
government before 1967.

WAFA 15-1-2023
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