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PM addresses Cabinet, highlights King's efforts to mobilize int'l support for

Gaza ceasefire
Ajarmeh: Jordan continues to defend Jerusalem, Palestinian cause

Israel questions Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa preacher amid incitement charges

Israeli extremist minister Ben-Gvir supports officer accused of assaulting
Palestinian journalist
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PM addresses Cabinet, highlights King's efforts to mobilize int'l support for
Gaza ceasefire

Prime Minister Bisher Khasawneh headed a Cabinet session on Sunday, during which he tackled
several issues, including the Israeli aggression on Gaza, Jordan's role in the ceasefire calls, and
distortion and misinformation that have recently spread across social media.
He began his speech by offering his sincere condolences over the death of the late Emir of
Kuwait, Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, stressing that Kuwait is a brotherly and dear
country and has always been distinguished by its supportive stances for Jordan and various Arab
issues.
On the situation in the Gaza Strip, the Prime Minister highlighted His Majesty King Abdullah
II's continuous and tireless action to mobilize international support to stop the brutal and ongoing
Israeli aggression and the crimes committed against the people of the Gaza Strip. He also
condemned and rejected the escalation and settler violence against the people of the West Bank.
Khasawneh reaffirmed Jordan's rejection of any conditions or stipulations that would lead to and
produce climates that would push any Palestinians in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip
into displacement, which, in this case, would be forcible displacement, that constitutes in itself a
material violation not only of international law and international humanitarian law, but also of
clear provisions in the peace agreement and elsewhere.
The Prime Minister pointed out that the international positions are clear and reject everything
that would lead to the production of conditions that lead to making displacement a possible
scenario, stressing that these international positions declared verbally must be coupled with
actions that begin with the necessary consensuses to reach a sustainable, stable and lasting
ceasefire.
King Abdullah has stressed over many years that this region will not enjoy security, stability,
prosperity, and peace for its peoples and countries except through serious and systematic work,

defined by time limits, to embody the two-state solution, according to which an independent and
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fully sovereign Palestinian state will be established on the lines of June 4, 1967, with East
Jerusalem as its capital, and resolving all fundamental issues related to Jerusalem, settlements,
refugees, security and borders under agreed-upon international references and in a way that fully
meets the vital interests of Jordan related to these fundamental issues.

The Prime Minister spoke about the injuries sustained by several staff from the Jordanian field
hospital in Tal al-Hawa in northern Gaza, noting that they are in recovery, wishing them safety
as they continue to provide services to the people in Gaza.

He pointed to another hospital that operates and provides services and has performed operations
for thousands in Khan Yunis as well, in addition to a hospital that King Abdullah ordered to be
sent to Nablus in the West Bank.

On Jordan's efforts to aid Palestinians, the premier said the Kingdom has sent medicines, health
and medical supplies, wheat, grains, aid convoys to field hospitals in Gaza, and other
humanitarian aid that goes to support the steadfastness of Palestinians, especially under these
circumstances that they are suffering as a result of the continuation of the brutal Israeli
aggression, which contradicts and violates the entire system of morals, the system of
international laws, and international humanitarian laws.

Khasawneh pointed to slander and sequences of questioning or incitement against the popular
and official positions in Jordan, stressing that they are the same. "We have heard and are hearing
a lot of distortions, misinformation, and lies about activities taking place in Jordan and across
Jordan that would provide a cover or support for the continuation of the killing machine, which
we are working diligently and seriously to stop and condemn, and we have taken measures
against, including summoning our ambassador back to Amman and asking the Israeli
ambassador not to return and other measures, including leading an international effort that led to
the issuance of two resolutions by the United Nations General Assembly to establish a direct
humanitarian ceasefire in the Gaza Strip and bring in humanitarian aid, which we are still
working on."

He pointed out many lies are being spread on social media platforms, the latest of which alleges
Jordan’s involvement in transport arrangements. He categorically denied those allegations,
saying that the transport arrangements governing and controlling the entry and exit of people and
goods from the Kingdom through transit are the same arrangements that have been in place for
decades and have not been changed or amended in any way recently or after October 7th.

He underlined that the Jordanian government stands with the general national situation and the
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general international situation in the context of applying the necessary international pressure to
"stop this killing, aggression, and the sinful crimes that Israel is committing against children, the
elderly, civilians, and innocent people in Gaza, and to stop this impunity, towards which we have
begun to see a change in attitudes regarding the crimes committed by Israel in violation of the
international rules of the law and international humanitarian law.

He highlighted King Adbullah's pioneering and major role in this outcome, in addition to the
Jordanian diplomatic and political activity that was carried out by the government and Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates Ayman Safadi.
He pointed out that calls related to paralyzing economic activity, including strikes and other
things, do not serve to support the people in Gaza in any way and only harm people's livelihoods
and the economic situation.

He said that any strike or activity is an expression aimed at political pressure to reach a certain
position, stressing that "we have a completely united position between the leadership, the
government, and the people.” Thus, these calls are related to harming economic activities, the
movement of economic activity, and people’s livelihoods at a time when Jordan is still
recovering from the repercussions of the Coronavirus pandemic and the Ukrainian-Russian war.
These calls, he underlined, would become a form of self-harm and produce weakness in the
Jordanian internal front, which must be strong economically and socially so that it can be in a
position to serve and provide the necessary aid to the people in the Gaza Strip and the West
Bank, including economic aid, despite the limited resources in Jordan.

"We always count on the citizen’s awareness regarding these issues, and we support our
economic, industrial, and commercial sectors in organizing the process of life regularly and
steadily, especially since there are millions in Jordan who want to provide in-kind, monetary, and
emotional support to our people in Palestine and Gaza. We encourage donating a day’s work for
the benefit of humanitarian activity and humanitarian support for our people in the Gaza Strip,"
he said. Khasawneh concluded his speech by emphasizing, "We must preserve our economy, our
situation, and our social cohesion in a way that strengthens our hearts so that we remain able to
defend our Arab issues, most notably the Palestinian cause, and work to support our people in
Palestine so that they can achieve their legitimate rights, most prominently their right to self-
determination through the establishment of their independent and sovereign state on the lines of
June 4, 1967, with East Jerusalem as its capital, within the framework of the two-state solution."”

Jordan News Agency 17-12-2023
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Ajarmeh: Jordan continues to defend Jerusalem, Palestinian cause
-Chairman of the Lower House Palestine Committee, Firas Ajarmeh, said all Jordanians, led by
His Majesty King Abdullah II, continue to defend the Palestinian cause, which is going through
dangerous stages.

During the committee’s meeting on Sunday with Coalition of Jerusalem Associations, Ajarmeh
reiterated the panel's rejection of all Israeli practices and violations in occupied Jerusalem and
against Jerusalemites, praising Jerusalemites' steadfastness in facing Israeli occupation forces.
According to a press statement, he noted the committee reiterates its rejection of the mass
massacres committed by the Israeli occupation army against civilians in Gaza Strip aimed to
displacing them.

For their part, the committee's members stressed importance of the Hashemite custodianship over
Jerusalem's Islamic and Christian holy sites and its role in preserving its snactities from
violations of the occupation army and settlers.

Meanwhile, the coalition lauded His Majesty King Abdullah II's positions towards the
Palestinian issue, referring to role of Hashemite custodianship in preserving Jerusalem's Islamic
and Christian holy sites and providing aid to Gaza people.

Additionally, the committee and the coalition condemned the Israeli authorities’ confiscation of
lands in East Jerusalem's Silwan area.

Jordan News Agency 17-12-2023
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Israel questions Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa preacher amid incitement charges
Sheikh Ekrima Sabri staunch critic of Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories.
Israeli authorities on Sunday summoned the preacher of Al-Agsa Mosque in East Jerusalem,
Sheikh Ekrima Sabri, for questioning on incitement charges, according to his defense lawyer.
“Sabri was questioned on accusations of incitement at the Moscovia Detention Center in
Jerusalem,” Hamza Qutina said in statements cited by Wafa news agency.
Israeli intelligence agents raided Sheikh Sabri’s home on Dec. 4 and slapped him with a travel
ban.The 84-year-old preacher was detained multiple times by Israel and was banned from
entering Al-Agsa Mosque for several months.
Sabri is a staunch critic of the decades-long Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories. He
had previously held the position of mufti of Jerusalem and the Palestinian territories from 1994
to 2006.
Al-Aqgsa Mosque is the world's third-holiest site for Muslims. Jews call the area the "Temple
Mount," claiming it was the site of two Jewish temples in ancient times.
Israel occupied East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa is located, during the 1967 Arab-Israeli War. It
annexed the entire city in 1980, a move never recognized by the international community.

Anadolu Agency 17-12-2023
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Israeli extremist minister Ben-Gvir supports officer accused of assaulting
Palestinian journalist

Israel's extreme-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir has offered support to a
suspended Border Police officer accused of beating a Palestinian journalist, injuring his eyes, last
Saturday in Jerusalem.Ben-Gvir also said he had promised to return the officer to work as soon
as possible, urging the police not to hold its officers accountable for attacks under the current
"crucial" circumstances.
In a Hebrew-language post on X, formerly Twitter, Ben-Gvir stated, "I visited a border police
officer in East Jerusalem and spoke with him," adding, "I shook his hand and told him that I will
work on getting him back to operational activity as soon as possible."
Commenting on the suspension of the police officer, Ben-Gvir remarked, "The days of
suspension imposed by the Israeli Defence Forces are over. We must not judge fighters under
crucial circumstances."A statement from Ben-Gvir's office claimed that the photographer
"supports Hamas," and that Ben-Gvir had instructed the return of the officer and other soldiers to
normal operations after the nine-day suspension announced by the police.
The Israeli police had announced an investigation into those accused of beating the Palestinian
photographer Mustafa Al-Kharouf, before releasing the officers on restrictive conditions.
Videos showed a soldier hitting the photographer on the head with his weapon, then another
soldier knocking him to the ground and restraining his movement. The first soldier then
repeatedly kicked the photographer in the head.
Al-Kharouf, a journalist and photographer working for the Anadolu news agency
was assaulted while covering Friday prayers in the Wadi al-Joz neighborhood of Jerusalem, close
to the Al-Aqsa Mosque.He was injured in his eyes and was taken to St. John Eye Hospital
in Jerusalem.For the past 10 weeks, residents of Jerusalem have been praying on Fridays in the
East Jerusalem neighbourhoods of Wadi al-Joz and Ras al-Amud, after worshippers were
prevented from entering Al-Aqsa.As soon as the prayers conclude, Israeli forces typically attack
the worshippers with tear gas, sound bombs, and sewage water to disperse them.

The New Arab 17-12-2023
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