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e Israel pushing for religious conflict: Jordan representative to UN

e UN urges Israel, Palestine to refrain from provocations, unilateral steps

e Head of the Islamic Waqf briefs European diplomats on Al-Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem during a visit

e UK supports Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem sanctities: ambassador

e Over 150 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard
e Israeli Army Abducts Eleven Palestinians In Hebron And Jerusalem
e Israel Continues The Bulldozing Of Palestinian Lands In Silwan

¢ TOA razes unfinished building in J’lem
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Israel pushing for religious conflict: Jordan representative to UN

Jordan's representative to the UN, Mahmoud Hmoud, Wednesday said 2022 was amongst the
"bloodiest" for Palestinians after the occupied West Bank witnessed an escalation of violence
and many were killed by Israeli soldiers, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

During an open session of the UN Security Council, Hmoud said the far-right Israeli Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir's storming of the Al-Aqsa Mosque was a "condemnable and dangerous"
development and a push towards conflict, violence and instability.

He added that Israel's actions push the Middle East towards violence and deprive people of their
right to peace.

"Israel continues to provoke the feelings of a billion Muslims by desecrating the blessed Al-Agsa
Mosque and is pushing for a religious conflict that will have serious consequences for the entire
region. It continues to impede access to the blessed Al-Agqsa Mosque," Hmoud said, rejecting
Israel's decision to deny the Jordanian envoy to Israel access to the Mosque on Tuesday.
He added, "Israel continues to displace residents from their homes, including in Jerusalem, to
change the identity of the city, which constitutes a war crime and a violation of international
law," calling for the international community to pressure Israel to stop violating international
law.
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Hamoud denounced the "punitive measures" imposed against Palestinians, urging the Security
Council to uphold international law and stop illegal Israeli measures in Jerusalem and the rest of
the occupied Palestinian territories.

He noted that Jordan would continue to support the Palestinians to establish an independent and
sovereign state on the borders of June 4, 1967.

Jordan News Agency 18-1-2023
*h%

UN urges Israel, Palestine to refrain from provocations, unilateral steps

'"Violent trends that dominated the last months of 2022 continue to take a devastating human toll,’
says UN envoy.

A UN envoy warned Wednesday that Israelis and Palestinians remain on a collision course amid
escalating political and inflammatory rhetoric as well as heightened violence in the West Bank.
“It is imperative that both sides refrain from provocations and unilateral steps -- including at the
holy sites in Jerusalem --that undermine stability and the ability to achieve a negotiated peace,"
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland told the Security
Council.

The new Israeli government imposed a package of sanctions Jan. 6 against the Palestinian
Authority in response to its bid to seek an advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) on the nature of the decades-long Israeli occupation.

He said 'violent trends that dominated the last months of 2022 continue to take a devastating
human toll.'

"I reiterate my call in November for immediate concrete steps toward reversing negative trends
on the ground, strengthening the Palestinian Authority, and improving access and movement for
Palestinians, while ensuring the necessary space for Palestinian economic activity," he said.
"Absent a concerted and collective effort by all, with strong support from the international
community, spoilers and extremists will continue to pour more fuel on the fire and we will move
still further from a peaceful resolution of the conflict."

Israel’s Ambassador to the UN Gilad Erdan lashed out at the UN world court investigation into
his country and called it "a jihad war of multilateral terror."

"One of the weapons they use in this jihad war is the manipulation and abuse of international
bodies. They weaponize these bodies in order to force Israel into surrendering to 100% of their
demands," he said.

Palestinian Ambassador Riyad Mansour said Israel's measures following the UN vote strike at
the heart of multilateralism and the heart of the international law-based order.

The US envoy also expressed concern about the situation in the West Bank, the potential for
further instability and called for de-escalation.

"Let me be clear: We continue to oppose unilateral actions that endanger stability and the
viability of a two-state solution. This includes actions to the historic status quo at the Haram al-
Sharif Temple Mount; this includes settlement building and the legalization of outposts; and this
includes annexation, acts of terrorism, and incitement," said Linda Thomas Greenfield.

Anadolu Agency 18-1-2023
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Head of the Islamic Wagqf briefs European diplomats on Al-Aqsa
Mosque in Jerusalem during a visit

A diplomatic delegation from the European Union today visited Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied
Jerusalem where they heard a briefing about it from the Director General of the Islamic Waqf
(Endowments) and Al-Agsa Mosque Affairs, Azzam Khatib.
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The delegation, which included 35 representatives and consuls from the European Union, was
received by Khatib and the Director of Al-Agsa Mosque, Omar Kiswani, along with members of
the Waqf Department.

Khatib welcomed members of the delegation, stressing the importance of their visit to Al-Aqsa
Mosque before accompanying them on a tour during which he briefed them on the Mosque
within the 144-dunum walled holy compound that includes the Dome of the Rock and the
building of Al-Agsa Mosque, and explained to them the importance of Al-Agsa Mosque for
Muslims. He also briefed them on the Israeli occupation’s attempt to change the status quo in it
through the escalating incursions by extremist Jews of the Muslim holy place.

Khatib also briefed the European diplomats on all the reconstruction projects at the Mosque,
which were stopped by the Israeli government before completing them, considered as a blatant
interference in the internal affairs of the Mosque.

He reviewed the most prominent Israeli violations against Al-Agsa Mosque and its surroundings,
and the difficult conditions it is facing in flagrant violation of its religious, historical and legal
status.

Khatib urged support for the efforts of the custodian of Al-Agsa Mosque, King Abdullah II, in
preserving the Islamic and Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem, foremost of which is Al-
Aqgsa Mosque, and to pressure the occupation government to stop all violations against the
Mosque and respect the historical status quo of the Mosque within all its 144-dunum area,
underground and above-ground, as an Islamic mosque for Muslims alone, and not to interfere in
the authority of the Islamic Waqf Department as the party in charge of the holy place.

WAFA 18-1-2023
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UK supports Hashemite custodianship over Jerusalem sanctities:
ambassador

The UK Ambassador to Jordan, Bridget Brind, Wednesday said the UK supports the Hashemite
Custodianship of Muslim and Christian holy sites in occupied Jerusalem.

During a lecture at the Royal Jordanian National Defense College (RINDC) entitled "British
Foreign Policy in the Middle East", Brind talked about the "strong" ties between Jordan and the
UK and London's support for Jordan.

She explained the UK's methodology and policy towards Middle East issues amidst international
developments, especially the Russian-Ukrainian war and its ramifications on the global
economy.

Jordan News Agency 18-1-2023
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Over 150 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque under police guard

Dozens of Jewish settlers escorted by police forces desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied
Jerusalem on Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon.

According to al-Qastal news agency, 154 settlers entered the Mosque through al-Maghariba Gate
and toured its courtyards under police protection.

The Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police forces in the
morning and the afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.
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During the presence of those settlers inside the Mosque compound, entry restrictions were
imposed on Muslim worshipers at the entrances and gates of the Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-1-2023
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Israeli Army Abducts Eleven Palestinians In Hebron And Jerusalem

On Wednesday dawn and Tuesday evening, Israeli soldiers abducted ten Palestinians, including a
father and his son, from their homes in Hebron and Jerusalem, in the occupied West Bank.

In the southern part of the West Bank in Hebron, the soldiers invaded Beit Awwa town,
southwest of the city, searched homes, and abducted Luay Sami Issa Abu Ghalees, Mahmoud
Rezeq Issa Masalma, 25, Khader Ali Issa Masalma and his son Zakariyya.

The soldiers caused excessive damage to the homes of the abducted Palestinians and other homes
they searched in the town.

The soldiers also installed roadblocks on Hebron’s northern roads and the streets leading to Ath-
Thaheriyya, Sa’ir, and Halhoul, stopped and searched dozens of cars, and interrogated many
Palestinians while inspecting their ID cards.

In occupied Jerusalem, the soldiers invaded Beit Duqqu village northwest of the city, searched
homes, and abducted Essam Marar and Qussai Marar.

The soldiers also invaded the At-Tour town and Jabal Al-Mukabber in Jerusalem, searched
homes, and abducted Adnan Abu Al-Hawa, and Mohammad Nidal Bashir.

On Tuesday evening, the soldiers abducted three children, Ahmad Marouf Dari, 15, Hani Ala’
Dari, 14, and Ali Nader Dirbas, 14, in the Al-Isawiya town in Jerusalem.

International Middle East Media Center 18-1-2023
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Israel Continues The Bulldozing Of Palestinian Lands In Silwan

The Israeli authorities in the occupied capital, Jerusalem, in the West Bank, are ongoing the
bulldozing of Palestinian lands in the Wad Ar-Rababa neighborhood in Silwan town, south of the
Al-Aqgsa Mosque.

The army has been bulldozing and uprooting the illegally annexed Palestinian lands, in addition
to assaulting the locals and forcing them away while uprooting dozens of their trees.

The City Council in occupied Jerusalem is building the infrastructure for a cablecar in Wadi Ar-
Rababa, in addition to a “tourist center,” “Talmudic garden,” and other structures meant for
pumping the water from springs and wells in Silwan.

The WAFA Palestinian News Agency said the occupation authorities are also trying to annex
land near Al-Aqgsa and started placing fake graves meant to be archeological or historic in Wadi
Ar-Rababa, Wadi Hilweh, Aa-Salodha, and Ras Al-Amoud.

The authorities and colonialist groups have already placed more than fifty fake graves in the
northern part of Silwan and alleged that the area was once a cemetery for Jews.

WAFA added that the national or Talmudic gardens and the fake graces in several parts of
occupied Jerusalem currently occupy more than 500 Dunams of Palestinian lands.

The placing of fake gravestones started in the Salodha area and the Al-Wista neighborhood in
Silwan in 1978, only meters away from Palestinian homes, and extended to Wadi Ar-Rababa.
WAFA said the occupation authorities laced more than 12.800 fake graves in lands surrounding
the Al-Agsa Mosque, %32 of them are in Silwan, south of Al-Agsa, including 935 in Wadi Ar-
Rababa; fifty of these graves have recently been placed there.
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IOA razes unfinished building in J’lem

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) demolished on Tuesday a Palestinian-owned apartment
building under construction in the east Jerusalem town of Beit Safafa at the pretext of unlicensed
construction.
According to local sources, Isracli police forces cordoned off the area where that building was
located before bulldozers embarked on knocking it down.
The building was composed of four apartments and belonged to the family of Sankeret
The Jerusalemites have no choice but to build without licenses because there are no structural
maps that respond to the natural increase in their numbers.
The IOA also imposes building restrictions on the Palestinian natives in Occupied Jerusalem and
makes it hard for them to obtain construction licenses.
Israel’s systematic demolition of Palestinian homes in the holy city is believed to be aimed at
psychologically destroying the Jerusalemite families in an attempt to force them to move from
their city.

The Palestinian Information Center 17-1-2023
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