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Arab League, Arab parliament and Palestinians welcomes
Australia's decision on Jerusalem

PM Shtayyeh: The occupation of Palestinian territories is profitable
for Israel

OIC welcomes Australia’s announcement derecognizing west
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital

Al-Haq: “65 Organisations Send a Letter to the New High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Urging for Concrete Measures to
Ensure Justice and Accountability for the Palestinian People”

Israeli anger as Australia reverses recognition of Jerusalem as capital

Israeli Knesset member waves gun in east Jerusalem
Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque
Israeli Soldiers Abduct Eleven Palestinians In Jerusalem

Israeli settlers steal the olive harvest from privately-owned
Palestinian land in Jerusalem
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Arab League, Arab parliament and Palestinians welcomes Australia's
decision on Jerusalem

The Arab League on Tuesday welcomed Australia's decision to revoke its recognition of
West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

The Arab League thanked the new Australian government for rectifying the previous
government's  decision, which reflects commitment to international law.
The Arab League expressed hope that countries that have previously recognized Jerusalem
as the capital of Israel or relocated their embassies to the city occupied since 1967 will
reconsider their decisions, just as Australia did, Jamal Rushdy, spokesperson of the Arab
League Secretary General said in a statement.

The Arab Parliament praised Australia's decision to revoke its recognition of West
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and affirmed its commitment to the two-state solution
and its rejection of attempts to undermine this solution.

The pan-Arab legislature said in a statement that the decision is in line with international
law and resolutions of international legitimacy, noting the move would enhance
opportunities for peace, achieve security and stability in the region, and emphasise the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital.
The Arab Parliament called on the Australian government to recognise the State of
Palestine, with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The Palestinian Foreign Ministry welcomed the Australia government's decision reversing
its recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital.

"The decision is a positive correction of Australia's position, and is in line with the
international law and international legitimacy resolutions, the ministry said in a statement,
valuing Canberra's call for implementing and adhering to the two-state solution and its
stance that Jerusalem is a final status issue that should be resolved as part of any peace
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians.

The Australian decision supports international and regional efforts to revive the peace
process and negotiations between the Palestinians and Israel, and is an advanced step out
of Australia's keenness on achieving security and stability in the conflict arena and the
region through regaining the political horizon to resolve the conflict, the statement said.
The ministry called on all countries that made "wrong decisions" on Jerusalem to follow in
Australia's footsteps and retract previous decisions.

The Palestinian ministry said it was waiting for the Australian government to follow
through with recognition of the State of Palestine, as an embodiment of its commitment to
the two-state solution, and the decisions of the ruling Labor Party, which officially adopted
the recognition of the State of Palestine and demanded that its government deliver on it.
Furthermore, the Palestinian ministry denounced Israel's reaction to the Australian move,
calling the Israeli response a perpetuation of the occupation authority's repudiation of
signed agreements and relevant United Nations resolutions.

Jordan News Agency 18-10-2022
L

PM Shtayyeh: The occupation of Palestinian
territories is profitable for Israel

Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh said today that occupying the Palestinian territories
is profitable for Israel.

“In order to end it, it must be made a costly occupation, through sanctions on settlements
and their products,” Shtayyeh said in a video speech during the meeting of the Executive
Directors of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) in
Geneva.
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The conference discusses some pressing issues, including the report: The Economic Cost of
the Israeli Occupation for the Palestinian People: Fees on Additional Restrictions in Area C
(2000-2020).

"The report confirms what we know and live. The report estimated the losses of Palestine
at about $50 billion between 2000 and 2020 due to settlement and the restriction of
economic development in various Palestinian areas, and this is equivalent to three times the
gross domestic product (GDP),” Shtayyeh said.

In contrast, he added, the Israeli colonial settlement, including in Jerusalem, contributes to
Israel’s GDP by $41 billion annually, which means $820 billion during the period specified
in the report.

"In addition to its profits from our capabilities," the Prime Minister said, "Israel is
illegally deducting Palestinian tax funds, which puts the country in a difficult financial
situation and a large financing gap."

"If Palestine was independent and controls its own resources, we would not need foreign
aid. Palestine would have been a prosperous country, according to the figures shown in the
report," he affirmed.

The Prime Minister praised the report, thanking UNCTAD Secretary-General Rebecca
Greenspan, and her team that completed the report, calling on the international institution
to intensify its work in documenting these important issues at the political and economic
levels.

He also called for distributing the report's outputs on the widest scale and sending it to the
International Criminal Court as a document against Israel.

"Enabling Palestinians to access and invest in all areas, including those designated as C,
control their resources and end settlements, is an indispensable condition for achieving
sustainable development in Palestine towards the embodiment of the Palestinian state on
the viable and contiguous 1967 borders based on the two-state solution in accordance with
United Nations resolutions,” Shtayyeh stressed.

The report documents that Israel has implemented a long-term policy of building
settlements since the occupation in 1967 in Area C in the occupied areas of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem as well as areas B and A in the West Bank.

According to the report, Israel, as an occupying power, included more than 70% of Area C
within the boundaries of the so-called regional councils of settlements, which means that
they are outside the Palestinian economic benefit areas, and this means that the Palestinian
areas are economically very restricted, and that restricts economic development in the
Palestinian areas Including the ban on importing technology specifically and inputs under
the double list, as well as the myriad restrictions on movement, which inflate the cost of
production and undermine the competitiveness of Palestinian producers in the domestic
and foreign markets.

WAFA 18-10-2022
kK

OIC welcomes Australia’s announcement derecognizing west Jerusalem
as Israel’s capital

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has welcomed the announcement by the
Australian government annulling its recognition of West Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, and
its commitment to the two-state solution.
The OIC viewed this as an important step that aligns with international law and relevant
United Nations resolutions and supports international efforts to revive the peace process
and bring about peace and stability in the region.
It called on all states that had recognized Jerusalem as the so-called capital of Israel to
reverse their stances against international legitimacy.

WAFA 18-10-2022
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Al-Haq: “65 Organisations Send a Letter to the New High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Urging for Concrete Measures to Ensure Justice and
Accountability for the Palestinian People”

On 17 October 2022, 65 Palestinian, regional and international organisations sent a joint
letter to the new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Volker Tiirk, welcoming him
in his new position and highlighting some of the recent alarming Israeli policies and
practices imposed against Palestinians.

Specifically, the letter underscored Israel’s 15-year-old closure and blockade of the Gaza
Strip; Israel’s escalation in its invasive military incursions into Palestinian cities in recent
months; and its closure as acts of collective punishment of Shu’fat Refugee Camp and
‘Anata; as well as an aggravation in the Israeli Occupying Forces’ (IOF) use of its ‘shoot-
to-kill’ policy.

Furthermore, the letter underlined the increase of Israel’s campaign of mass arbitrary
arrests and detentions, including in its arbitrary, coercive, and punitive administrative
detention policy.

Noting how the Palestinian people have been denied their right to self-determination for
decades, the joint letter emphasised that the human rights situation in Palestine should be
at the top of the High Commissioner’s agenda, including by prioritising the

annual updating the UN Database on Settlement Business Activities, as mandated.

The letter noted with concern, the repeated and unexplained delays regarding the update of
the Database, which are unprecedented in the way the Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) has handled prior mandates, and are due to reported political
pressure and interference exerted on the OHCHR.

To this end, the letter highlighted Israel’s systematic efforts in silencing human rights
defenders, voicing their opposition to Israel’s unlawful policies and practices and pushing
for international justice and accountability, including by arbitrarily outlawing six
prominent Palestinian civil society organisations. That being said, the organisations
expressed their trust that such pressure will not derail the OHCHR from its commitment to
human rights, justice, and accountability, and urged the new High Commissioner and his
Office to:

1. Recognise and acknowledge the root causes of the prolonged denial of
Palestinian rights, embedded in Israel’s settler-colonialism and apartheid;

2. Prioritise the annual updating of the UN Database, as mandated under HRC
Resolution 31/36 and ensure that appropriate resources are allocated so as to
allow for continued development of the Database;

3. Continue working with civil society organisations and human rights
defenders in full transparency for the completion and continuous updating of
the Database;

4. Address Israel’s institutionalised and systematic targeting of the Palestinian
people, including the 15-year-long closure on the Gaza Strip, and Israel’s
mass and arbitrary ‘shoot-to-kill’ and administrative detention policies; and

5. Investigate and report, by means of country visits or otherwise, attacks
against human rights defenders working on issues related to Palestine and
facing intimidation or arbitrary legislative or administrative restrictions, and
ensure their protection.

International Middle East Media Center 18-10-2022
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Israeli anger as Australia reverses
recognition of Jerusalem as capital
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Australia said it would no longer recognise West Jerusalem as Israel’s capital on Tuesday,
a policy reversal that prompted a curt rebuke from Israel.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong said the city’s status should be decided through Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks, unwinding a contentious declaration by the previous conservative
government.

In 2018, Australia’s then-Prime Minister Scott Morrison followed US president Donald
Trump’s lead and unilaterally recognised West Jerusalem as the Israeli capital.

The move caused a domestic backlash in Australia and friction with neighbouring
Indonesia — the world’s most populous Muslim-majority nation — temporarily derailing a
bilateral free trade deal.

“] know this has caused conflict and distress in part of the Australian community, and
today the government seeks to resolve that,” Wong said.

Jerusalem is claimed by both Israelis and Palestinians, and most foreign governments
avoid formally declaring it the capital of either state.

“We will not support an approach that undermines” a two-state solution, Wong said,
adding: “Australia’s embassy has always been, and remains, in Tel Aviv.”

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid criticised Tuesday’s move — which comes before
November 1 elections.

“We can only hope that the Australian government manages other matters more seriously
and professionally,” he said.

Israel annexed east Jerusalem following the 1967 June War, and declared the entire city its
“eternal and indivisible capital”.

Palestinians claim the eastern part as the capital of a future state.
Wong insisted that the decision did not signal any broader shift in policy or a new-found
hostility towards Israel.

“Australia will always be a steadfast friend of Israel. We were amongst the first countries
to formally recognise Israel,” she said.

“We will not waver in our support of Israel and the Jewish community in Australia. We
are equally unwavering in our support of the Palestinian people, including humanitarian
support.”

The centre-left Labour Party, with Anthony Albanese as prime minister and Wong as
foreign minister, came to power in May 2022 after strongly opposing the previous
government’s Jerusalem policy.

Wong accused the Morrison government of making the Jerusalem decision to influence a
by-election in a Sydney suburb with a sizable Jewish community.

“You know what this was? This was a cynical play, unsuccessful, to win the seat of
Wentworth and a by-election.”

Symbolism

Canberra’s shift was foreshadowed by the removal of language about the Israeli capital on
the website of Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.

Although Australia is not a major player in peace talks, Ran Porat, a historian and
researcher at Melbourne’s Monash University, said the move was significant.
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“In the Middle East in general symbolism is very much at the centre of many conflicts.
Symbolism is not negligible, it’s not unimportant.”

The move could be seized on Israel’s opposition Likud, led by Benjamin Netanyahu, as
evidence of the government’s failings ahead of a general election.

Lapid will be disappointed, Porat added, but the response had to walk “between the
disagreement and not souring relations with Canberra”.
Jordan Times 18-10-2022
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Israeli Knesset member waves gun in east Jerusalem

Ultranationalist Itamar ben Gvir is exploiting an incident in which he brandished a gun in
the east Jerusalem Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood ahead of the Nov. 1 elections.

On Oct. 13, ultranationalist Knesset Member Itamar Ben Gvir was caught on camera
pulling out his gun in east Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood. The incident
generated commotion in the media, which might have been what motivated Ben Gyvir to
begin with.

Sheikh Jarrah has become a major pressure point in Jewish-Arab relations in Jerusalem,
with Palestinians throwing rocks at Jewish passersby and Jewish settlers provoking
Palestinian activists. Ben Gvir often shows up in such volatile places and even set up a
makeshift office in the neighborhood, at the ancient tomb of Simon the Just. As a member
of Knesset, Ben Gvir has immunity, which makes it difficult to remove him.

The Oct. 13 gun incident took place following news that Palestinians had hit Jewish
worshipers with stones. Ben Gvir rushed to the neighborhood, and then accused Defense
Minister Benny Gantz and Minister of Internal Security Omer Bar Lev of incompetence
and cowardice. “Instead of shooting the assailants or at least arresting them, the police
made do with pushing them back,” Ben Gvir complained.

Then, claiming he felt threatened, Ben Gvir pulled out his gun. Police tried to remove him
from the site, which provided Ben Gvir with exactly the image he wanted. Within minutes,
photos and video clips of Ben Gvir with his gun became a hit on social media.

The first reaction came from parties on the left. They have warned for months of the
possibility of a radical new government led by opposition head Benjamin Netanyahu, with
Ben Gvir holding a senior position. He could even be appointed Minister of Internal
Security.

“You ask me why I’m always talking about Itamar Ben Gvir?” tweeted Meretz party

leader Zehava Gal-On. “It’s because that the gun that this madman just drew is aimed at
us, at all of us.”
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In a radio interview the following day, Public Security Minister Omer Bar Lev of the
Labor Party blamed Ben Gvir for the tensions in the West Bank. “Not only did Ben Gvir
provoke Arab attacks on Jews. He also provoked attacks by Jews on Arabs. ... Pulling out
his gun achieved the opposite of what he hoped.”

Ben Gvir responded by attacking the left: “The left is raging because a Jew pulled out a
gun in response to a life-threatening situation in East Jerusalem. ... We have a sacred
obligation to restore governability, to restore security.”

With two weeks until the election, Ben Gvir is also taking advantage of attacks from Jewish
organizations in the US, which are disturbed by his rise to power. The way he sees it, such
attacks are further proof to his supporters that he is doing the right thing.

Al Monitor 19-10-2022
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Amid tight police restrictions on Muslim worshipers, scores of Jewish settlers desecrated
the Aqsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on Tuesday morning.

According to the Islamic Awqaf Administration in the holy city, dozens of settlers entered
the Mosque in different groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards
under tight police guard.

During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about
the alleged temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic
prayers.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on
Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s entrances and gates.

The Aqsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police forces in the
morning and the afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Israeli police close al-Maghariba Gate, which is used by Jews to enter the Mosque, at
10:30 am after the settlers complete their morning tours at the holy site. Later in the
afternoon, the same gate is reopened for evening tours by settlers.

During the presence of settlers inside the Mosque compound, entry restrictions are
imposed on Muslim worshipers at the entrances leading to the Mosque and their IDs could
be seized until they leave the holy place.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-10-2022
)

Israeli Soldiers Abduct Eleven Palestinians In Jerusalem

On Tuesday, Israeli soldiers abducted eleven Palestinians, including one woman, from their
homes in occupied Jerusalem in the West Bank.

Media sources said many army jeeps invaded the Shu’fat refugee camp before the soldiers
stormed, ransacked many homes, and abducted seven Palestinians.
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Five of the abducted Palestinians have been identified as Bilal Jahalin and his sister, Fadi
Sa’ad, Ahmad Taha, and Atef Tamimi.

The soldiers also invaded Anata town, northeast of Jerusalem, searched homes, and
abducted Fadi Sa’ad, Amhad Abu Rajab, and Nader Abu Rajab.

In Beit Hanina, north of Jerusalem, the soldiers assaulted a teenage boy, Shadi Soheil
Khouri, 16, causing various wounds before abducting him.

It is worth mentioning that the army continued the strict siege on the Shu’fat refugee camp
for more than fourteen days, preventing the Palestinians, including schoolchildren, from
leaving it.
International Middle East Media Center 18-10-2022
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Israeli settlers steal the olive harvest from privately-owned Palestinian
land in Jerusalem

Settlers, protected by Israeli forces, today stole the olive harvest from privately-owned
Palestinian land in Wadi al-Joz neighborhood of occupied Jerusalem, according to WAFA
correspondent.

WAFA correspondent, citing sources, said dozens of settlers broke into a privately-owned
land in Wadi al-Joz and stole the olive harvest while the forces provided them with
protection.

Settlers and soldiers last week also broke into privately-owned Palestinian land in the East
Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan and stole the olive harvest before the landowners came
and forced them to leave the area.

Settlers intensify their assault against Palestinian farmers during the olive harvest season,
considered one of the main sources of income for Palestinians. They often synchronize their
raids and assaults with soldiers, who provide them with cover and protection.
WAFA 18-10-2022
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