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e Foreign Ministry condemns Israel's decision to accelerate settlement construction

e Palestinian Foreign Ministry: Granting Smotrich powers to approve settlement
building a serious development
e Presidency rejects Israel's decision to accelerate settlement growth in West Bank

e Israeli Extremist Groups Aim at Judaizing Al-Aqsa Mosque
e Extremist settlers break into Al-Aqsa Mosque

e Israeli police arrest 4 Palestinian women in Jerusalem
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Foreign Ministry condemns Israel's decision to accelerate settlement
construction
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates condemned Israeli government's decision to expedite
settlement construction and expansion in preparation for issuing tenders to build thousands of
settler units in the West Bank.

In a statement on Sunday, the ministry's official spokesperson , Sinan Majali, said settlement
expansion and displacement of Palestinian residents from their homes is a flagrant violation and
a grave breach of international law and international legitimacy resolutions.

In this regard, he referred to Security Council Resolution No. 2334, which calls on the
international community to take immediate action to stop unilateral Isracli measures.

Majali also said Israel's practices, the occupying power, primarily building and expanding
settlements, confiscating lands and displacing Palestinians, are illegitimate, illegal, rejected and
condemned, and represent a serious violation of international humanitarian law, undermine
foundations of peace and chances to realize the two-state solution.

Jordan News Agency 18-6-2023
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Palestinian Foreign Ministry: Granting Smotrich powers to approve
settlement building a serious development

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates said today that reports about the Israeli
government granting far-right Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich powers to approve settlement
construction and expansion represents a serious development in the way to a full Israeli
annexation of the West Bank.

In a press statement, the Foreign Ministry warned of the dangers of this decision, which it
described as another step towards applying Israeli law to the West Bank and facilitating the
“quiet, noiseless” approval of settlement projects.

The Foreign Ministry called for real international and American action to press the Israeli
government to backtrack on this decision, and to take the necessary practical steps to force the
Israeli government to stop its illegal unilateral measures that undermine the opportunities to
achieve a two-state solution.

Earlier today, the Israeli occupation government approved a decision authorizing the head of the
Religious Zionist Party and Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich to issue preliminary approval for
planning and building in the Israeli settlements, in addition to expediting the procedures for
expansion of settlements.

The Israeli public broadcaster Kan said that the decision requires that construction plans in the
settlements be advanced without the approval of the Israeli political echelon, contrary to the
situation that has existed for 25 years.

WAFA 18-6-2023
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Presidency rejects Israel's decision to accelerate settlement growth in West
Bank

The official spokesman for the presidency, Nabil Abu Rudeineh, said today that the Palestinian
leadership rejects the Isracli government's decision to accelerate settlements' growth in the West
Bank.

In statements to Voice of Palestine Radio, Abu Rudeineh affirmed that the leadership also rejects
Israel’s authorization to the Israeli finance minister Bezalel Smotrich to ratify this move, adding
that settlements will remain illegal according to international law.
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He said that Israel is playing with fire, whether in the Jerusalem file or in the settlement file,
stressing that Israel is fully aware that these are Palestinian, Arab and international red lines.

Abu Rudeineh warned the Israeli government that this behavior will lead to more tension and
escalation of the situation on the ground.

He held the US administration responsible for what is happening, affirming that "Israel cannot
build a single stone without an American decision."

The US administration must bear its responsibility and not remain a silent spectator, the
spokesman said.

He warned that the US administration is tampering with security, stressing that its attitude and
negative actions allow Israel to tamper with peace and stability in the region.

Abu Rudeineh pointed out that peace can only be achieved through the implementation of the
Arab Peace Initiative and the Palestinian legitimacy.

He confirmed the leadership's refusal to trade the passing of the nuclear agreement with Iran by
allowing Israel to escalate its settlement activity.

“Settlements in the West Bank will all be dismantled, just as they were dismantled in the Gaza
Strip, because they are illegal, and are built in violation of international laws," he said.

Abu Rudeineh stressed that the intensification of settlement construction will lead to an
escalation of the situation on the ground, adding that Tel Aviv and Washington bear
responsibility for that.

Commenting on the leadership's decision to suspend the work of the Higher Economic
Committee with Israel, the presidential spokesman said that the Israeli government must realize
that the leadership continues to implement the decisions of the National and Central Councils
regarding defining the relationship with Israel and pursuing it internationally.

Earlier today, the Israeli occupation government approved a decision authorizing the head of the
Religious Zionist Party and Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich to issue preliminary approval for
planning and building in the Israeli settlements, in addition to expediting the procedures for
expansion of settlements.

The Israeli public broadcaster Kan said that the decision requires that construction plans in the
settlements be advanced without the approval of the Israeli political echelon, contrary to the
situation that has existed for 25 years.

WAFA 18-6-2023
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Israeli Extremist Groups Aim at Judaizing Al-Aqsa Mosque

The Israeli authorities have been actively pursuing schemes to divide Al-Aqsa Mosque, both
temporally and spatially, as part of their broader agenda to exert complete control over the holy
site.

Experts from Jerusalem confirm that the Israeli occupation’s efforts to impose a temporal and
spatial division of the Al-Agsa Mosque are merely steps towards complete control over the
mosque, with the ultimate goal of demolishing it and establishing the alleged Temple.

Activist and Jerusalem researcher Amjad Shahab emphasizes that extremist Temple groups aim
to transform the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque into the largest Jewish religious center.

Shahab explains that the plan to divide Al-Agsa does not solely aim to divide it, but rather to
gradually seize control of it.

He points out that the obstacle to implementing the plan is the fear of local, Arab, and
international reactions.

Shahab also highlights that Temple groups have begun occupying sensitive positions within the
Israeli government, posing a significant threat to the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The Steadfastness of Jerusalemites
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Jerusalem activist Nasser Qaws stresses that the steadfastness and resilience of the people of
Jerusalem in the holy city serve as a safety valve to prevent the occupation from achieving its
plans and moving forward with them.

Qaws explains that the Israeli occupation is attempting to alter the features of the holy city,
which is an old-new policy that has not succeeded thus far due to the resistance and steadfastness
of the people of Jerusalem.

He points out that the Zionist occupation is isolating the holy city by surrounding it with illegal
settlements.

Palestinians are keen to confront the proposed law presented by Israeli Knesset member from the
Likud Party, Amit Halevi, regarding the division of the blessed Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The plan proposes settler control over the central and northern areas of the Al-Aqsa Mosque,
particularly the Dome of the Rock area, while allowing Muslims to continue praying in the Qibla
Mosque and its surroundings in the southern area.

On the political front, Halevi’s plan aims to remove the “Jordanian guardianship” over the Al-
Agsa Mosque, which has been established in previous years, especially after political agreements
with the Israeli occupation.

Palestinians continue calls to mobilize at Al-Aqsa Mosque to fail the Israeli Judaization plans.
Long History of Injustice

Today, on June 17th, Palestinians commemorate the 93rd anniversary of the execution of three
Palestinian activists by the British Mandate authorities.

The three martyrs were Mohammed Jamjom, Fouad Hijazi, and Ata Al-Zeer.

Their story began after the British police arrested a group of Palestinian youth following the
outbreak of the Al-Buraq Revolution.

The revolution began on August 14, 1929, when Jewish protesters organized a massive
demonstration to commemorate what they referred to as the “destruction of the Solomon’s
Temple.”

The following day, they held another large demonstration in the streets of Jerusalem, eventually
reaching the Western Wall, where they chanted the Zionist national anthem while insulting
Muslims.

Amidst those events, the British police arrested Mohammed Jamjom, Fouad Hijazi, and Ata Al-
Zeer.

They were prominent figures in the fight for independence.

They courageously stood against British colonization and advocated for the liberation of their
people.

After a brief and swift trial, the British colonization sentenced them to death on June 17, 1930.
The execution of Al Buraq’s revolutionaries by Britain 93 years ago remains a significant event
in history.

Their execution served as a stark reminder of the oppressive tactics employed by the colonial
power to suppress dissent and maintain control.

The martyrs’ sacrifice and unwavering dedication to the cause continue to inspire generations,
symbolizing the resilience and determination of those who strive for freedom and justice.

Days of Palestine 17-6-2023
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Extremist settlers break into Al-Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of Jewish extremist settlers early Sunday stormed the Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East Jerusalem.

A statement by the General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids through al-Magharebah Gate under the heavy protection of Israeli
police.
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"The settlers toured the mosque’s yards, listened to explanations about the purported "Temple
Mount", and provocatively performed their Talmudic rituals," it added.

Jordan News Agency 18-6-2023
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Israeli police arrest 4 Palestinian women in Jerusalem

Israeli police on Sunday arrested four Palestinian women in the Old City of Jerusalem.

Local sources reported that Israeli police arrested four women from the Al-Wad Street and
transferred them to an unknown detention center.

In a related development, Israeli occupation forces (IOF) arrested the Palestinian citizen Amin
Qattina during a morning raid into Taramah village in al-Khalil governorate.

Moreover, the IOF arrested the Palestinian young man Ibrahim Abed while he was passing
through a checkpoint in Huwara town south of Nablus.

In another incident, a number of Palestinian youths suffered breathing problems after Israeli
soldiers stormed Beita village south of Nablus and fired tear gas bombs at Palestinian citizens,
which triggered clashes.In another incident, Jewish settlers stole ten sheep belonging to the
Palestinian citizen Thaer Ubeid from Yasuf village to the east of Salfit on Saturday night.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-6-2023
skskk



Jlabil gauw gypiii ggils
lolc 12 (ga guadll 3o

AR



