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e Foreign Ministry: Netanyahu's denial of occupation is a blow to
countries that adhere to 2-State Solution

e Israeli Jewish supremacist Itamar Ben-Gyvir to storm Al-Aqsa
Mosque this week

e Greek Orthodox Patriarchate slams settler theft of Jerusalem church

land
e Jerusalemite commission warns of Israeli violations in Silwan

e Jerusalemite Palestinian Family Forced To Demolish Its Home
e Arab Parliament says UN vote on Israeli occupation 'victory'

e Palestine’s UN Ambassador says ICJ to examine legal
implications of continued Israeli occupation

e Scores of Israeli settlers break into Al-Asqa on first day of New Year
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Foreign Ministry: Netanyahu's denial of occupation is a blow to
countries that adhere to 2-State Solution

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates said today that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's denial of the existence of the occupation is a blow
to the countries that adhere to the Two-State Solution.The Foreign Ministry said in
a press statement that Netanyahu's position is a blow to the countries that take
pride in their adherence to the Two-State Solution and the principles of human
rights, and whose double standards provide protection for the Israeli occupation in
international forums.In his response to the United Nations General Assembly
resolution demanding an ICJ advisory opinion on the nature of occupation,
Netanyahu said "the Jewish people are not occupiers in their own land nor
occupiers in our eternal capital Jerusalem and no U.N. resolution can distort that
historical truth".Netanyahu also said in a video message that Israel was not bound
by the "despicable decision."
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Israeli Jewish supremacist Itamar Ben-Gvir
to storm Al-Aqsa Mosque this week

Israeli Jewish supremacist Minister of National Security, Itamar Ben-Gvir,
announced today his intention to storm the courtyards of the Al-Agsa Mosque in
occupied Jerusalem later this week.Israeli media reports said Ben-Gvir had
requested the Israeli police to coordinate Ben-Gvir's expected incursions into the
Islamic holy site next Tuesday and Wednesday.

Ben-Gvir was sworn in as Israeli Minister of National Security last week,
becoming a key member of Israel's most racist, far-right government coalition ever
led by long-running Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Ben-Gvir is publicly
advocating for dividing the holy site - which is the third holiest Muslim place of
worship - between Muslims and Jews, a move that is likely to inflame an already

tense situation in the Israeli-occupied territories.
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Greek Orthodox Patriarchate slams settler theft of Jerusalem church land

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem on Saturday condemned the
takeover of its land in Wadi Hilweh in the Silwan neighbourhood of occupied East
Jerusalem by an extremist Israeli settler group on 27 December.

In a statement sent to mass media, the Patriarchate shared: "This radical group has
no right or judicial backing in their favour to allow them to enter or occupy the
land."

The Patriarchate also condemned the Israeli occupation forces for affording
protection to the extremist settlers as they raided and took over its land.
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At the same time, it affirmed that this land, known as "the red land", has been
leased to the Palestinian Sumrin family from Silwan by the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem since the beginning of the last century.

The Sumrin family is still cultivating it to this day, explaining: "This intrusion is a
clear encroachment on the Patriarchate's properties in Jerusalem. This raid
represents a direct reaction of the radical Israeli groups to the Patriarchate's
criticism of their expansionist practices targeting the Christian churches in
Jerusalem."

It said that the Israeli occupation attempted to attack the land in 2008 when the
Israeli municipality of West Jerusalem tried to use it.

"The Patriarchate went to court, fighting a judicial battle against the municipality,
only to be surprised that a radical Israeli organisation possessed documents linking
this plot of land to the suspected forgery deal in 2004, which included the
properties of Jaffa Gate," explained the Patriarchate.

"The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem stresses its commitment to all its
rights, properties and endowments, and it will spare no effort to protect and defend
its rights, and it will not retreat from defending the Orthodox rights, which the
Church and its people have adopted unanimously since His Beatitude Patriarch
Theophilos III assumed his position as Patriarch of Jerusalem in 2005," concluded

the statement.
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Jerusalemite commission warns of Israeli violations in Silwan

Head of the Jerusalemite Commission for Combating Judaization, Nasser Al-
Hadmi, warned of Israeli violations in Silwan town after confiscating Al-Hamra
land.

Al-Hamra land was turned into settlement construction projects. Thus, Palestinian
residents in Al-Hamra area will be forced to leave their homes, Al-Hadmi pointed
out.

He further said that the Israeli authorities seized the area without any a court order
or any legal basis.

Al-Hadmi warned that other Jerusalemite neighborhoods will face the same fate as
Al-Hamra area.

On the other hand, Al-Hadmi indicated that Israeli authorities are working to
intensify settler incursions into al-Aqsa every year, aiming to normalize their
presence in the holy site.

He also called on Jordan to bear its historic responsibilities as the guardian of Al-
Aqgsa Mosque.
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Jerusalemite Palestinian Family Forced To Demolish Its Home

On Saturday, the illegal Israeli occupation authorities forced a Palestinian family to
demolish its home in the Wadi Al-Jouz area in the occupied capital, Jerusalem, in
the West Bank.

Mustafa Aramin said that, about a year earlier, he and his brother received a
demolition order for their two-story home for being built without a permit.

He added that the family filed appeals with Israeli courts to save their property, but
their applications were denied.“Last week, the authorities informed us that we
either demolish our property by this coming Sunday or face fines that exceed
90.000 shekels,” Mustafa stated, “We had no other option but to demolish our
property to avoid the extra fines and fees we would face, and now nine family
members are homeless.”

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics said that, in the year 2022, the Israeli
occupation demolished 1058 buildings, including 353 homes and 705 various types
of structures, including 93 incidents where the Palestinians were forced to
demolish their homes, including 88 in Jerusalem.lt added that %29 of the
demolition was in Jerusalem, including 128 homes and 176 various types of
structures.

The Israeli home demolition policy is a flagrant violation of the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949 for the Protection of civilian persons in times of war and
article 17 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, issued in 1948.

Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states, “No protected person may be
punished for an offense they have not personally committed. Collective penalties
and, likewise, all measures of intimidation or terrorism are prohibited. Pillage is
prohibited. Reprisals against protected persons and their property are
prohibited.”This happens while Israel continues to build and expand its illegal,
segregated colonies in the occupied West Bank, including Jerusalem, in direct
violation of International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and various United
Nations and Security Council resolutions.Israel’s colonies in the occupied West
Bank, including those in and around occupied East Jerusalem, are illegal under
International Law, the Fourth Geneva Convention, and various United Nations and
Security Council resolutions. They also constitute war crimes under International
Law.Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention states: “The Occupying Power
shall not deport or transfer parts of its own civilian population into the territory it
occupies.
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” It also prohibits the “individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations
of protected persons from occupied territory.”On its webpage, the Israeli
Committee Against House Demolitions (ICAHD) stated that in 2021, ICAHD
analysis revealed that 937 structures were demolished and 1,119 people displaced
in the OPT, with a further 12,658 people directly affected. In addition, 3004
structures were demolished in the Negev/Naqab — 431 homes and 2553 agriculture
and livelihood structures.
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Arab Parliament says UN vote on Israeli occupation 'victory'

The Arab Parliament ¢:Saturday praised the UN General Assembly's majority vote
on Israeli practices that run counter to the rights of Palestinians in the Israeli-
occupied Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem.

In a statement, the pan-Arab legislature welcomed the support of the Palestinians'
request to resort to the International Court of Justice to issue a legal advisory
opinion on the nature of the decades-long occupation of Palestine.

The Arab Parliament noted that the resolution expressed the "will of the
international community" to support the principles of the law of international
legitimacy to end the Israeli colonial and racist regime and to enable the
Palestinians to exercise their "inalienable" rights to self-determination and
independence.

Jordan News Agency 31-12-2022
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Palestine’s UN Ambassador says ICJ to examine legal implications of
continued Israeli occupation

Palestine's Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Riyad
Mansour, said today that a meeting will be held next week with the legal
department of the International Court of Justice to discuss the materials, documents
and studies needed for an ICJ advisory opinion on the Israeli occupation.

He said the meeting is the next step after the UN General Assembly's passing of a
resolution earlier this week calling on the ICJ to give an advisory opinion on the
consequences of the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territories

Mansour told the Voice of Palestine the ICJ will examine the legal implications of
the continued Israeli occupation of our land, including the deprivation of our
people of their rights, settlement construction, annexation of land and home
demolitions by the Israeli occupation.

He pointed out that an open session of the UN Security Council will be held at the

end of this month to discuss the latest developments.
WAFA 1-1-2023
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Scores of Israeli settlers break into Al-Asqa on first day of New Year

Scores of Israeli settler fanatics guarded by police today broke into the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound in occupied Jerusalem, according to local sources.

Witnesses told WAFA that scores of Israeli settlers entered the compound through
the Moroccan Gate in groups and performed rituals and Talmudic prayers there
under the protection of Israeli police officers.

Since 2003, the Israeli occupation authorities have been allowing settlers into the
compound almost on a daily basis, with the exclusion of Friday, the Muslim day of
rest and worship.

Israel captured East Jerusalem, where Al-Aqsa Mosque is located, during the Six-

Day War in 1967 in a move never recognized by the international community.
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