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King meets Senate committees on second day at US Congress.

U.S. opposes settlement expansion, annexation, Blinken says in
Jerusalem

Palestinians Urge Blinken Against Allowing US Embassy to Be
Built on Confiscated Land in Jerusalem

Over 100 Jewish settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Israel Steps Up Demolitions Of Palestinian Homes In Jerusalem

Israel demolishes two houses in the Bethlehem area, one allowed
by court to continue building his house
IOF kidnaps five citizens in W. Bank and J’lem raids
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King meets Senate committees on second day at US Congress.

His Majesty King Abdullah on Wednesday continued his meetings in the US Congress by meeting
with the Senate Armed Services, Appropriations, and Foreign Relations Committees.
Discussions at the meetings highlighted the role of the strategic partnership between Jordan and the
United States in promoting peace in the region, as well as expanding horizons of cooperation in
various fields, and maintaining coordination and consultation on issues of mutual interest, according
to a royal court statement.

Attended by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II, the meetings addressed
the latest regional and international developments, foremost of which is the Palestinian cause.

At the meetings, some of which were also attended by Her Majesty Queen Rania Al Abdullah, King
Abdullah noted the United States’ leading role in the region and worldwide, expressing appreciation
of its support for the Kingdom in various fields.

His Majesty reaffirmed Jordan’s steadfast position towards the Palestinian cause, calling for stepping
up international efforts towards restoring calm and de-escalation and reiterating rejection of
unilateral measures that undermine peace prospects and push the region into further violence and
instability.

The King said Jordan is keen to continue working with the US and the international community to
create a political horizon that allows for relaunching serious Palestinian-Israeli negotiations for just
and comprehensive peace, on the basis of the two-state solution, guaranteeing the establishment of an
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independent Palestinian state on the 4 June 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem as its capital, living side-

by-side with Israel in peace and security.

The meetings covered regional developments, including the importance of enhancing Iraq’s security

and stability and addressing the latest developments in Lebanon, as well as international efforts to

find a political solution to the Syrian crisis.

For their part, the US senators expressed their support for Jordan’s political, economic, and

administrative modernisation programmes, commending His Majesty’s determination to move

forward with them despite regional conditions.

They also lauded the Kingdom’s mission, under the King’s leadership, to work towards regional

peace, stability, and cooperation, expressing keenness to listen to His Majesty’s views on key

regional issues.

The US lawmakers highlighted Jordan’s important role in safeguarding holy sites in Jerusalem, in

line with the Hashemite Custodianship, expressing appreciation for the Kingdom’s efforts in hosting

refugees, and providing them with various vital services.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi, Director of the Office of His Majesty

Jafar Hassan, and Jordan’s Ambassador in Washington, DC, Dina Kawar attended the meetings.
Jordan News Agency 1-2-2023
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U.S. opposes settlement expansion, annexation, Blinken says in
Jerusalem

By Ben Samuels, Jack Khoury, Jonathan Lis ‘All sides must take steps to prevent further escalation’
after surging violence, says Secretary of State Blinken, adding that members of his team will stay on
in the region to promote ‘practical steps’ toward peace.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the United States opposes any moves that run counter to
efforts for a two-state solution, including settlement expansion, moves towards annexation,
demolitions and evictions, and changes to the status quo at holy sites, in a press conference summing
up his two-day visit to Israel and the West Bank on Tuesday.

Blinken said he had discussed “constructive ideas and practical steps” to lower the flames during his
meetings with officials in Egypt, Israel and the West Bank, and added that he asked senior members
of his team to “stay on in the region and continue discussions on how these steps might actually be
advanced.”

The officials remaining in Israel are Barbara A. Leaf, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern
Affairs and Hady Amr, Special Representative for Palestinian Affairs.

Their presence could complicate efforts to “strengthen” settlements which were approved by Israel’s
cabinet following two terror attacks in Jerusalem that left seven dead. The attacks followed an army
raid in Jenin that devolved into clashes, killing nine Palestinians.

“We support measures that promote peace and that expand the horizon of hope,” Blinken said,
adding that the Biden administration was consistent in its statement that “no side will take unilateral
steps.”

“All sides must take steps to prevent further escalation and restore calm” instead, he said, noting that
the U.S. pledged $50 million in new funding for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA), bringing the two-year total to nearly $940m.

Invoking Russia’s war in Ukraine, Blinken said “Tehran’s deepening ties with Moscow and the
sophisticated weaponry that they’re exchanging to enable one another’s aggression are among the
many reasons that we raised with Israel the importance of providing support for all of Ukraine’s
needs: humanitarian, economic and security.”

Earlier on Tuesday, Blinken met with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah, where the
two discussed surging violence in the West Bank and Jerusalem, with Abbas laying the blame on
Israel.

In a statement, Abbas called for the “cessation of Israeli aggression and the implementation of signed
agreements,” and reiterated his prevailing demand for an end to Israel’s occupation.
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Abbas also condemned Israel’s “policy of unilateral measures” listing settlement construction,
annexation, daily West Bank raids and home demolitions.
“We are ready to act with the U.S. administration and the international community to return to
political dialogue aimed at ending the occupation and establishing a Palestinian state within the 1967
borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital,” Abbas said.
Blinken, who is the second senior U.S. official to visit Israel this month since U.S. National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan’s visit, also met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Isaac
Herzog, Foreign Minister Eli Cohen, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and leader of the opposition
Yair Lapid. Notably, Blinken also met with civil society leaders in Israel.

Forward.com 1-2-2023
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Palestinians Urge Blinken Against Allowing US Embassy to Be Built on
Confiscated Land in Jerusalem

The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel, Adalah, filed on Monday a letter to object
against a plan to build the new US embassy and diplomatic compound in Jerusalem. The letter
charges that the missions will be built on land that was confiscated from Palestinians.
The letter was sent to the Jerusalem District Planning Committee at the Israeli Interior Ministry, US
Ambassador to Israel Thomas Nides, and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who visited Israel
earlier this week.
The objection was filed by Adalah’s legal director on behalf of 12 of the heirs of the original
Palestinian owners of the land the State Department is seeking to build on. The heirs include four US
citizens, three Jordanians, and five East Jerusalem residents.
The US embassy compound is set to be built on a plot of land formerly known as the Allenby
Barracks.
Adalah revealed that Israel had confiscated the land from the original owners using the 1950 Israeli
Absentees’ Property Law. The land was then registered as state property, and later allocated to the
US government.
In February 2021, the State Department and the Land Authority submitted plans for a US diplomatic
compound. The move was made after former US President Donald Trump recognized Jerusalem as
the capital of Israel in December 2017 and relocated the US embassy there from Tel Aviv.
In November 2022, Adalah and the Center for Constitutional Rights sent a letter to Blinken and
Nides, calling on the US to cancel the new embassy plans and the Israeli government to withdraw
them.
Records found in the Israeli State Archives and released by Adalah in July 2022 clearly prove that
the land was owned by Palestinian families and leased temporarily to British Mandate authorities
before the establishment of Israel in 1948.
Adalah and the Center for Constitutional Rights emphasized that if the US proceeds with this plan, it
will be a full-throated endorsement of Israel’s illegal confiscation of private Palestinian property. The
State Department will become an active participant in violating the private property rights of its own
citizens.
The descendants of the original owners include renowned Palestinian-American historian and
professor, Rashid Khalidi.
He revealed that he was one of the Palestinian property owners who, in 1999, provided then
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright with extensive documentation showing that at least 70 percent
of this land is owned by Palestinian refugees, including dozens of American citizen heirs.

Al Sharq Al Awsat 1-2-2023
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Over 100 Jewish settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem under police
protection on Wednesday morning and later in the afternoon.
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At least 112 settlers entered the Mosque in different groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured
its courtyards under tight police guard, according to al-Qastal news website.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the alleged
temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police imposed entry restrictions on Muslim worshipers at the
Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates.
The Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police forces in the morning
and the afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Palestinian Information Center 1-2-2023
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Israel Steps Up Demolitions Of Palestinian Homes In Jerusalem

Israeli authorities have stepped up their demolitions of Palestinian homes in parts of East Jerusalem
and the West Bank, following a policy formulated by extreme right-wing ministers in the country’s
new government, local leaders say.

On Wednesday, Israeli bulldozers knocked down buildings in the Sur Baher, Wadi Al-Hummus and
Silwan neighborhoods of Jerusalem. Rights activists urged people to publicly denounce the
demolitions by posting messages on social media sites such as Twitter using the hashtag
#Stop_Demolishing Jerusalem.

They also called on the Palestinian Authority, the international community and global institutions to
intervene immediately to force Israel to halt the demolitions and displacements that threaten the
Palestinian community in Jerusalem.

Since the beginning of this January, occupation forces have razed 30 homes in a number of the
historic city’s neighborhoods. Last year, 211 Palestinian homes were demolished in Jerusalem.

In the village of Al-Khan Al-Ahmar, east of Jerusalem, a sit-in protest by villagers and activists from
the Palestinian Wall and Settlement Resistance Commission continued for a second day on
Wednesday.

Residents of the village and surrounding Bedouin communities fear Israeli authorities will demolish
their homes, after a final six-month deadline for them to leave expired on Wednesday.

Eid Khamis Jahalin, a Bedouin leader from Al-Khan Al-Ahmar, told Arab News that people are
scared that Israeli bulldozers will destroy the village and displace its 250 residents.

“The electoral program of both Itamar Bin-Gvir (the new Israeli national security minister) and
Bezalel Yoel Smotrich (the minister of finance) is based on the demolition of Al-Khan Al-Hamar and
the displacement of its inhabitants,” he said.

Hussein Al-Sheikh, from the Palestine Liberation Organization, called on the international
community to intervene immediately to halt the demolitions carried out by Israeli occupation forces
in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, which he described as a continuation of a policy of
displacement and “apartheid.” He said the Palestinian leadership would meet on Friday to discuss
ways to respond.

Elsewhere, Israeli army forces continued to besiege Jericho, in the eastern West Bank, for a fifth day
on Wednesday as they searched for two young men responsible for an attempted gun attack on a
settlers’ restaurant at the entrance to the city five days ago.

Critics accused Israeli authorities of imposing a collective punishment policy in the city by
obstructing the free movement of residents, searching their cars and checking their identities,
resulting in long queues and people being stuck in their vehicles for hours.

Journalist Adel Abu Nima from Jericho told Arab News that the Israeli army on Saturday set up
military checkpoints at all main entrances to Jericho city and its camps, Agbat Jabr and Ein Al-
Sultan, and blocked secondary entrances with mounds of earth, causing great disruption to the lives
of city residents and visitors.

“Some citizens and workers wait at the Israeli military checkpoints for four hours, and some are
prevented from leaving Jericho,” Abu Nima said.

Jericho is the only place from which 3 million Palestinians in the West Bank can travel to other
countries, so the checkpoints have affected people traveling abroad and those who are returning.
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“As a journalist covering the events in West Bank, including Jenin and Nablus, I have not seen such
Israeli military measures against entire cities as is happening now against Jericho,” Abu Nima said.
Meanwhile, an Israeli human rights organization has accused Israeli authorities of tolerating settler
violence against Palestinians for more than 17 years.
Yesh Din said in a report published on Feb. 1 that only 3 percent of cases of ideological crimes
committed by Israelis against Palestinians in the West Bank during that time resulted in convictions
and 93 percent of cases were closed with no indictment filed.
Data contained in the report showed that between 2005 and 2022, Israeli police failed to investigate
81.5 percent of alleged crimes committed by Israelis against Palestinians and their property.
The researchers said: “The state of Israel is evading its duty to protect Palestinians from Israelis who
seek to harm them in the West Bank, as international law requires.
“Yesh Din’s long-term monitoring of the results of police investigations into incidents of ideological
crime committed by Israelis demonstrates the enduring systemic failures of the Israeli authorities to
enforce the law on Israeli civilians who harm Palestinians and their property in occupied territory.
“The fact that this systemic failure has persisted for at least two decades indicates that this is a
deliberate policy of the state of Israel, which normalizes ideological settler violence against
Palestinians in the West Bank, supports it and then reaps the rewards resulting from it.”
In another development, the Israeli Cabinet is due to discuss a decision to stop recognizing degrees
awarded by Palestinian universities.
Avi Dichter, the Israeli agriculture minister, who previously was chief of the Israeli spy agency Shin
Bet, said: “During the studies of Palestinian students from Israel in Palestinian universities, they are
exposed to anti-Israel materials and messages, with which they return to the country and pass on to
their students.”
Sheeran Haskel, a member of the Likud Party, claimed that more than 20 percent of teachers in Arab
schools in Israel had graduated from Palestinian universities “after they absorbed the implications of
portraying Israel as an enemy.”
Thousand of Palestinians who live in Israel study at universities in the West Bank.

Euroasia Review News and Analysis 1-2-2023
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Israel demolishes two houses in the Bethlehem area, one allowed by
court to continue building his house

The Israeli occupation forces today demolished two houses in Beit Jala and al-Walaja, northwest of
the southern West Bank city of Bethlehem, under the pretext of construction without a permit despite
the fact that an owner of one of the houses had an Israeli court order allowing him to continue work
on his house
Beit Jala mayor, Issa Qassis, told WAFA that the occupation forces demolished a one-story house
that was under construction located in the Cremisan area, near the Arab Rehabilitation Society
Hospital, owned by a local resident under the pretext of not having a permit.
He pointed out that the occupation forces demolished the house despite the fact that the owner had
obtained a decision from an Israeli court not to stop construction on his house.
Meanwhile, the head of al-Walaja village council, Khader Abu al-Tin, told WAFA that a large force,
accompanied by a military bulldozer, stormed Ein Jweiza area, northeast of al-Walaja, and
demolished a 100-square-meter house belonging to a local resident under the pretext of not being
licensed.
He pointed out that Ein Jweiza has been targeted for years for Israeli settlement projects and that
many Palestinian-owned homes were either demolished or notified of demolition or cessation of
work on them.
He said Israel wants to empty the area of its Palestinian residents in order to use it for its illegal
settlement enterprise.

WAFA 1-2-2023
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IOF kidnaps five citizens in W. Bank and J’lem raids

homes in Jerusalem and Jenin. According to local sources, Israeli police forces kidnaped two citizens
from their homes in the east Jerusalem district of Issawiya.

Another Jerusalemite was kidnaped by police officers from his home in Jabel Mukaber
neighborhood.

In Jenin, the IOF kidnaped two citizens during raids in Burqin town.
The Palestinian Information Center 1-2-2023
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