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PM Shtayyeh calls on Lithuania to recognize state of Palestine

Euro-Med Monitor at HRC: Pressure Israel to prevent death penalty
legislation, comply with international law
Ex-Israel security chief slams Netanyahu's 'government of terror’

Israel: Ben-Gvir slams German FM's remarks on executing
Palestinians
Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Israeli occupation authorities seize bank accounts, vehicles of freed
Palestinian prisoners from Jerusalem

Israel to evict Palestinian family of their Jerusalem house in
preparation of demolition

How Israel Causes Palestinian Houses in Jerusalem to Collapse
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PM Shtayyeh calls on Lithuania to recognize state of Palestine

RAMALLAH, Wednesday, March 1, 2023 (WAFA) - Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh called today
on Lithuania to recognize the state of Palestine on the 1967 borders with Jerusalem as its capital. Shtayyeh
made the remarks during his meeting in Ramallah with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania
Gabrielius Landsbergis.During the meeting, Shtayyeh said recognizing the State of Palestine at this time
is very important, warning that the two-state solution is fading due to the devastating Israeli measures, the
political vacuum and the deteriorating realities on the ground."The Palestinian people are paying the price
for the chaos in colonial Israel, and the Israeli government is exporting its crises towards us, and today we
see a change in the rules of shooting towards our people, and the encouragement of settlers who have
become tools of the extremist government to take up arms, which constitute explicit calls for killing," he
said.Shtayyeh also called for pressure on Israel to release the bodies of Palestinians killed by its army in
addition to the urgent release of the sick, women, and children prisoners.
Meanwhile, the prime minister stressed the importance of strengthening bilateral relations at all levels
between Palestine and Lithuania, especially in trade and academic exchange.

wafa 1-3-2023
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Euro-Med Monitor at HRC: Pressure Israel to prevent death penalty
legislation, comply with international law

GENEVA, Wednesday, March 1, 2023 (WAFA) - In a joint statement to the UN Human Rights Council’s
52nd session, Euro-Med Monitor and Youth Parliament for SDG called on all concerned parties to exert
serious pressure on the Israeli government to prevent it from passing legislation allowing for the
execution of Palestinian detainees, as well as to respect relevant international human rights treaties.“A
key campaign promise by Israel’s current National Security Minister was to introduce capital punishment
for Palestinians accused of certain terror offenses,” said the statement. “The Minister has repeatedly
threatened to send Palestinians ‘to the electric chair’ and is in the process of legislating the death
penalty.”Delivering the statement to the Council, Euro-Med Monitor’s Partnerships and Communications
Coordinator Lara Hamidi said, “What is more concerning is that Palestinians in the occupied territories
are tried by kangaroo military courts, with a conviction rate above 99%, which means a total lack of fair
trial.”Israeli actions on the ground already reflect a pattern of systematic extrajudicial executions carried
out disproportionately by the Israeli army in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (oPt), particularly in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem. Furthermore, Hamidi noted that last year saw the highest number of
Palestinians killed by Israel in the West Bank since 2004, with 145 Palestinian fatalities. This year is
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poised to set an even higher record, with 63 Palestinians having been killed in less than two months—
70% of whom were below the age of thirty.

“In most of these incidents, Euro-Med Monitor documented flagrant violations of international law,” the
statement emphasized, “including shooting to kill as a first resort, even when the target posed no threat;
using excessive and disproportionate force; showing serious disregard for civilian lives; and
systematically denying medical treatment to wounded Palestinians until they bleed to death.”The
international community must conduct an immediate investigation into Israel’s practices of extrajudicial
executions, exert serious pressure on the Israeli government to prevent the introduction of the death
penalty, and maintain a protective international presence in the oPt as a necessary step towards preventing
further loss of lives, said Euro-Med.

wafa 1-3-2023
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Ex-Israel security chief slams Netanyahu's 'government of terror’

The former chief of Israel's Shin Bet security service, on Wednesday, termed the coalition government of
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as "a government of terror", Anadolu News Agency reports.
Speaking at the Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) in Tel Aviv in central Israel, Yuval Diskin
warned of a civil war in Israel due to a proposed judicial overhaul by the Netanyahu's government.
Diskin warned that Netanyahu's moves to change the judicial system may lead to a "coup" and ruin
Israel's national unity."The most common denominator that brings Jews, Christians and Muslims together
in Israel is its democracy," Diskin said. "Without democracy, values and separation of power, Israel will
cease to exist."The proposed judicial reform has triggered mass protests across Israel in recent weeks.
Diskin also decried a recent Israeli settler attack on a Palestinian village that left dozens of Palestinian
properties vandalised."My heart is also with the residents of Huwara, which suffered a terrible pogrom at
the hands of hundreds of Jewish thugs," he said."I am ashamed and embarrassed by their actions. They,
and their rabbis, are part of a cult, and will never be my brothers. They bring shame, and we must hold
them accountable and bring them to justice."A Palestinian was killed when dozens of Israeli settlers
attacked the Palestinian town of Huwara on Sunday and vandalised several Palestinian homes and
vehicles. The violence followed the killing of two Israeli settlers in a shooting attack in the town.
The Israeli authorities did not announce any arrest or measures against the perpetrators of the attack on
the Palestinian town.Violence escalated across the Occupied Territories in recent weeks amid repeated
Israeli military raids into Palestinian towns. According to Palestinian figures, at least 66 Palestinians have
been killed by Israeli fire since the start of the year. Twelve Israelis were also killed in attacks by
Palestinians in the same period.

Middleeastmonitor 1-3-2023
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Israel: Ben-Gvir slams German FM's remarks on executing Palestinians

Israeli National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir has criticised German Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock's statements regarding the use of the death penalty against Palestinians convicted of carrying
attacks against Israelis.Ben-Gvir said: "This law of executing terrorists is the talk of the hour! The
Germans are the last to preach."During a press conference held in Berlin with her Israeli counterpart, Eli
Cohen, yesterday, Baerbock expressed concern about Tel Aviv's plans to impose the death penalty against
Palestinian prisoners.Baerbock warned of unilateral steps that prevent the implementation of the two-state
solution, "such as the continuation of building settlements". Cohen said construction of new illegal
settlements in the occupied West Bank will continue under the current government, as it had under the
previous government.The German minister also expressed concern about the Israeli government's plan
to weaken the judiciary, and said: "I will not deny that we abroad are concerned about some of the
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legislative plans in Israel. Among the values that unite us is the protection of constitutional principles
such as the independence of the judiciary."”

Middleeastmonitor 1-3-2023
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Dozens of settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Hordes of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Aqsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem under police
protection on Wednesday morning. According to local sources, at least 123 settlers entered the Mosque in
different groups through its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under tight police guard.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site, the settlers received lectures from rabbis about the alleged
temple mount and a number of them provocatively performed Talmudic prayers.Meanwhile, the Israeli
occupation police imposed movement and entry restrictions on Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque’s
entrances and gates.The Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily desecration by Jewish settlers and police forces
in the morning and the afternoon except on Fridays and Saturdays.

Palestinian Information Center 1-3-2023
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Israeli occupation authorities seize bank accounts, vehicles of freed
Palestinian prisoners from Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, Wednesday, March 1, 2023 (WAFA) — The Israeli occupation authorities today seized the
bank accounts of two freed prisoners from Jerusalem and their vehicles, as well as the bank account and
vehicle of the father of another prisoner, according to WAFA correspondent.
The occupation forces also confiscated the vehicle of the freed prisoner, Ayoub Noman Afana, at an army
checkpoint in occupied Jerusalem, and seized his bank account.
The occupation forces as well seized the vehicle of the father of the Jerusalemite prisoner, Bashar al-
Obaidi, arrested his mother and interrogated her at the Qalandia military checkpoint. Last week, the
Israeli authorities seized the money in their bank account before closing it, according to WAFA
correspondent.
This crime came after the decision of the fascist Minister of National Security in the extremist Israeli
occupation government, Iltamar Ben-Gvir, and the far-right Israeli Minister of Finance, Bezalel Smotrich,
to seize the funds of 87 freed prisoners from occupied Jerusalem.
The policy includes seizing the money of freed prisoner and their families, in addition to the seizure of
property, cash, and jewelry from their homes.

Wafa 1-3-2023

Tk

Israel to evict Palestinian family of their Jerusalem house in preparation of
demolition

JERUSALEM, Wednesday, March 01, 2023 (WAFA) — Israeli occupation authorities today notified a
Palestinian family of the need to evict their house in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan in
preparation of impending demolition.

Israeli police informed Imad Husseini and his family of the need to evict their house in Wadi Qaddoum,
south of Al-Agsa Mosque compound, allowing them 21 days to leave before the dwelling is demolished.
According to Husseini’s wife, the house was constructed 40 years ago, and her family purchased it from
its previous owner 17 years ago before the family built two additional rooms as an extension to it. The
rooms were demolished afterwards by the Israeli municipality.

She elaborated that not only did they receive a demolition order against the two rooms several years ago,
but they also received another demolition order against their house in 2018. They managed to defer the
execution of the demolition order several times and even attempted to retroactively get a construction
license from the Israeli authorities, but to no avail.

Using the pretext of illegal building, Israel demolishes houses on a regular basis to restrict Palestinian
expansion in occupied Jerusalem.

Yy



At the same time, the municipality and government build tens of thousands of housing units in illegal
settlements in East Jerusalem for Jews with a goal to offset the demographic balance in favor of the
Jewish settlers in the occupied city.
Although Palestinians in East Jerusalem, a part of the internationally recognized Palestinian Territory that
has been subject to Israeli military occupation since 1967, they are denied their citizenship rights and are
instead classified only as "residents" whose permits can be revoked if they move away from the city for
more than a few years.
They are also discriminated against in all aspects of life including housing, employment and services, and
are unable to access services in the West Bank due to the construction of Israel's separation wall.
According to a report by the Israeli human rights group B’ Tselem, the Israeli High Court could be liable
for war crimes for their policies that led to the dispossession of Palestinians from their properties in Area
C of the West Bank.
The report, Fake Justice, shows that the court’s support of Israeli planning policy is tantamount to support
for dispossession and forcible transfer of Palestinians, a war crime under international law.

Wafa 1-3-2023
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How Israel Causes Palestinian Houses in Jerusalem to Collapse

Bt Fayha Shalash

Kayed Alrajabi didn’t expect that winter would bring destruction to his small home in Jerusalem. Heavy
rains led to the collapse of a part of the house’s roof and the injury of one of his children.

In his house, in the Batn Alhawa neighborhood, Alrajabi, a few days ago, was surprised by the collapse of
a part of the roof during heavy rains, which caused his child to injure his leg. Eight people live in the
house, including his elderly mother.

“We were at home hearing the sound of thunder and trying to warm up the place as much as possible
when we were surprised by the collapse. It was scary and we all ran outside,” Alrajabi told The Palestine
Chronicle.

However, the rainy weather is not the only reason behind this, as there are other reasons that lead to the
collapse of Palestinian homes in the city of Jerusalem, especially in the town of Silwan.

Digging Tunnels

Palestinians accuse Israeli authorities of playing a major role in that. For years, Israeli excavations have
been ongoing underneath Palestinian homes in the town. Some of these excavations are publicly declared,
others are hidden.

According to the Wadi Hilweh Information Center, Israel has started digging tunnels under Jerusalem’s
neighborhoods in order to search for antiquities, but the undeclared goal is to establish a network of
tunnels that reach the bottom of Al-Aqsa Mosque and shake its foundations.

Excavation work continues in a network of ramified tunnels under the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood all the
way to Al-Buraq Square, the western wall of the Mosque.

The Center added that the digging and slitting of tunnels have been going on under the Wadi Hilweh
neighborhood for 13 years, and this led to widespread landslides, cracks and fissures in several areas of
the neighborhood, especially in the “main street, Mosque and kindergarten”. Additionally, more than 80
houses were partially damaged, while 5 buildings were classified as “dangerous” by the Israeli occupation
municipality after their foundations were damaged.

Recently, the backyard of one of the houses in the Ras Alamud neighborhood collapsed, posing a great
danger to its residents. This event revealed the existence of a large hollow space under the house,
suggesting that Israeli machinery has been excavating in that area.

Willful Negligenceln the Abu Tayeh neighborhood, similar collapses occurred under the houses, and the
residents miraculously survived, but this time the reasons were different.

Ahmad Abu Tayeh, one of the residents in the neighborhood, said that the cause of the collapse is the
negligence of the Israeli occupation municipality in Jerusalem, as it prevented the construction of a
retaining wall to protect the houses. It also prevents any repairs to the structures under various pretexts.
“The Israeli municipality does not allow us to make any repairs inside our homes. For example, if a wall
needs support, we are not allowed to build it even if it is dangerous for our lives,” Abu Tayeh added.
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In contrast, the Israeli occupation municipality quickly grants the necessary permits to the illegal Jewish
settlement outposts inside the town, and allows for any construction works that may be needed, Abu
Tayeh told us.In fact, the excavation and construction work carried out by the settlers leads to great
damage to the old Palestinian homes. Moreover, after refusing to allow them the necessary permits, the
Israeli authorities often ask the Palestinian residents to evacuate their homes under the pretext that these
homes have become dangerous for habitation. The Wadi Hilweh Information Center explains that there are
various dangers resulting from this. When the residents are forced to leave their homes, the buildings
eventually fall under the control of the Israeli occupation municipality, which over time passes the
ownership to the illegal settlers.Meanwhile, the excavation work below the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood
never stops as demonstrated by specialized trucks that transport the dust emptied from the bottom of the
ground. “When Palestinians ask, through a lawyer, to enter the tunnels and monitor the works, the
(Israeli) occupation authorities prevent them from doing so,” the Center said.Jewish settlement groups
claim that these tunnels are part of the search for Jewish antiquities in the region. These efforts are
concentrated in the town of Silwan, which the settlers call the City of David.Although, until now, no
Jewish antiquities have been found to support these claims, the digging continues, causing the collapse of
Palestinian homes and a constant threat to the lives of the residents.

Palestinian Information Center 1-3-2023
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