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Jordan welcomes Australia's decision to revoke recognition of West
Jerusalem as Israel's capital

Saudi Arabia Welcomes Australia’s Derecognizing of Jerusalem as
Israeli Capital

Qatar urges nations to follow Australia’s U-turn on Jerusalem as
capital of Israel

Foreign Minister Malki welcomes European Parliament's re-
commitment to continue aid to the Palestinians

Scores of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

IOA issues deportation orders against female Jerusalemite activists

Palestinian Rights Group to take legal action to prevent Prime
Minister Liz Truss moving UK embassy to Jerusalem

2022 has been the deadliest year in the Palestinian territories since
2006 - UN Humanitarian Coordinator
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Jordan welcomes Australia's decision to revoke recognition of West
Jerusalem as Israel's capital

Jordan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates welcomed the Australian
government’s move to rescind its previous decision to recognize West Jerusalem as Israel's
capital and halt plans to move its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, according to Petra
news agency.

This decision reflects Australia's adherence to its position on deeming Jerusalem as a final
solution issue, which is resolved in the context of peace negotiations between Palestinians
and Israelis, the ministry's official spokesperson, Sinan Majali, said.

Majali valued Australia's affirmation to support the two-state solution and its commitment
to back international efforts aimed at reaching a two-state settlement and stop support to
any proposal that contradicts or undermines this policy, said Petra.

Hailing Australia's "positive" stance, which is in line with international law, he added that
the Kingdom highly values Canberra's new decision.

This stance, he said, is consistent with efforts aimed at achieving a just and comprehensive
peace for the Middle East conflict.

The ministry stressed that there is no alternative to the two-state solution that embodies the
independent and sovereign Palestinian state on the June 4, 1967 lines, with East Jerusalem
as its capital, to live in peace and security alongside Israel as a way to achieve a just and
lasting peace, added Petra.

WAFA 19-10-2022
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Saudi Arabia Welcomes Australia’s Derecognizing of Jerusalem as
Israeli Capital

Saudi Arabia's Foreign Ministry issued a statement welcoming Australia’s decision to
reverse its recognition of West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

The statement affirmed that Saudi Arabia supports the Palestinian people’s aspirations to
establish an independent state with East Jerusalem as its capital, in accordance with the
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international law and the Arab Peace Initiative. It also urged international efforts to be
exerted to resolve the Palestinian issue.

The Foreign Ministry reiterated the Kingdom’s “unwavering support” for the Palestinian
people.

Al Shar Al Awsat 19-10-2022
Tk

Qatar urges nations to follow Australia’s U-turn on Jerusalem as capital
of Israel

The Gulf state has long expressed its support for the Palestinian cause, with Qatari officials
continuously condemning the illegal Israeli occupation.

Qatar has welcomed Australia’s announcement to reverse its controversial recognition of
West Jerusalem as Israel’s capital on Tuesday, in a move that has garnered global praise.
In a statement, Qatar’s foreign ministry said Australia’s decision “would support
international efforts aimed at achieving a just, comprehensive and sustainable peace”.

The Gulf state also expressed its “aspiration for similar decisions from the countries that
recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel”.

“The ministry warns against unilateral steps that could undermine the principle of a two-
state solution,” read the statement, reiterating Qatar’s support for Palestinian rights.

In 2018, Australia’s previous Prime Minister Scott Morrison had recognised West
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, though he fell short of establishing Canberra’s embassy
on the illegally occupied land.

The move came a year after former US President Donald Trump named Jerusalem as the
capital of Israel and established the embassy there, a move that was widely condemned as
provocative at the time.

Despite receiving praise from pro-Palestine advocates worldwide, Australia’s Foreign
Minister Penny Wong said Canberra “will always be a steadfast friend of Israel” while
maintaining its commitment to a two-state solution.

“I regret that Mr. Morrison’s decision to play politics resulted in Australia’s shifting
position, and the distress these shifts have caused to many people in the Australian
community who care deeply about this issue,” said Morrison.

The decision angered Israel, prompting a response from the foreign ministry in which it
voiced “deep disappointment”. Tel Aviv also summoned its Australian ambassador in
response.

Israel considers the entirety of Jerusalem as its capital following its illegal annexation of the
eastern part in the 1967 war, also known as the “Six Day War”.

The occupying state had declared victory after just six days, paving the way for it to
expand its illegal presence in Palestine while also seizing the Gaza strip. The Zionist state
also captured the Golan heights and parts of south Lebanon.

“Jerusalem has been the capital of the Jewish people for 3,000 years and will continue to be
the State of Israel’s eternal and united capital, regardless of this-or-that decision,” the
Zionist state’s ministry said in a statement.

Palestine’s Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh welcomed Australia’s decision, saying it
is in line with international law and international legitimacy.

“It is also a message to Israel that the world will not accept its annexation of the Palestinian
territories,” said Shtayyeh, according to Palestine’s news agency.

Shtayyeh added that the decision “expresses Australia’s respect and alignment with the
values of truth, justice and freedom, and the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people,
sanctioned by international legitimacy.”

Qatar’s support for Palestine

The Gulf state has long expressed its support for the Palestinian cause, with Qatari officials
continuously condemning the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine.
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During his speech at this year’s United Nations General Assembly in New York, Amir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani highlighted key issues concerning the Middle East
region.

Amir Tamim renewed the need to implement international resolutions and press Israel to
end its illegal occupation.

“The Palestinian cause is still unresolved, and in light of the failure to implement the
resolutions of international legitimacy and with the persistent change of facts on the
ground the settler-occupation has pursued a fait accompli policy,” said Sheikh Tamim.
The leader renewed Qatar’s full solidarity with Palestinians “in their aspiration for justice”
while calling on the Security Council to “compel Israel to end the Palestinian territories’
occupation.”

Qatar News 19-10-2022
ek

Foreign Minister Malki welcomes European Parliament's re-
commitment to continue aid to the Palestinians

Foreign Minister Riyad Malki today welcomed the decision of the European Parliament to
continue to provide assistance to the Palestinian people without conditions.

The European Parliament today voted to continue to provide assistance to the Palestinian
people without conditions after a group of European conservatives had submitted to
Parliament a draft resolution calling for the seizure of €30 million of the European Union's
aid to the Palestinian people under the pretext of incitement in the school textbooks.

Malki thanked the EP members whom he said have, for the fifth consecutive time, defeated
attempts by the pro-Israel lobby to impose conditions on European aid to the Palestinians,
considering it a victory for the just Palestinian cause and another defeat for the lobby that
incited against the Palestinians and their education system.

WAFA 19-10-2022
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Scores of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of Jewish extremist settlers early Wednesday stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque/ al-
Haram al-Sharif compound in occupied East Jerusalem.

The Islamic Awqaf and Al-Aqsa Affairs said in a statement that today’s raid was
conducted through al-Magharebah Gate, under heavy protection of Israeli special police.
"The settlers performed Talmudic rituals and provocatively toured the Mosque's yards
amid a state of anger inside the compound," it added.

Jordan News Agency 19-10-2022
L

IOA issues deportation orders against female Jerusalemite activists

The Israeli occupation authority (IOA) on Tuesday released two female Jerusalemite
activists from Israeli jails, providing that they will be deported from the Old City of
Jerusalem.

Local sources reported that an Israeli court decided to release the Jerusalemite activist
Hanadi Halawani and ban her entry into the Old City for five days, in addition to imposing
on her a fine of 2,000 shekels.
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The sources added that the other activist Kefah Natsha was released and served a
deportation order from the city for 25 days, in addition to imposing a fine of 700 shekels on
her.

Earlier on Monday, Israeli police detained the two Jerusalemite activists Halawani and
Natsha in the Bab al-Silsila area during a Jewish settlers’ raid into the Al-Aqsa Mosque.
The IOA has been launching large-scale campaigns of arrest against Jerusalemite activists,
in addition to preventing them from reaching the Al-Aqsa Mosque in the Old City of
Jerusalem and banning them from travel.

The Palestinian Information Center 19-10-2022
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Palestinian Rights Group to take legal action to prevent Prime Minister
Liz Truss moving UK embassy to Jerusalem

The International Centre of Justice for Palestinians (ICJP) have today written to Prime
Minister Liz Truss warning her that her stated intention to move the UK embassy to from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would be unlawful and any attempt to do so could result in the
group issuing Judicial Review proceedings.

The ICJP wrote to the Prime Minister, yesterday [18 October 2022], enclosing a detailed
legal opinion prepared by leading human rights law firm Bindmans LLP and senior
counsel Alison Macdonald KC, Tatyana Eatwell, Lorraine Aboagye and Rosa Polaschek of
leading barristers’ chambers Essex Court Chambers and Doughty Street Chambers.

The ICJP wrote to the embattled Prime Minister following her August ‘hustings’ letter to
the Conservative Friends of Israel, where she stated that she understood the “importance
and sensitivity” of the location of the British Embassy in Israel and committed to
“review[ing] a move [of the location of the British Embassy in Israel] to ensure we are
operating on the strongest footing within Israel”1.

Truss’s position was later repeated in a UK Government press statement in September.2
According to the statement, the newly appointed Prime Minister had indicated to the Prime
Minister of Israel, Yair Lapid, while at a UN meeting, that a “review of the current location
of the British Embassy in Israel” was underway.

Truss’s proposal has brought condemnation both domestically and internationally.
Criticism from prominent Conservatives includes Lord Hague of Richmond, who rejects
the move3. 50 UK Jewish youth leaders wrote to the Board of Deputies decrying the move.4
All Ambassadors to the United Kingdom of Arab States have rejected the move, including
those from States that have normalised relations with Israel5; some have also written
directly to the Foreign Secretary.

The independent legal opinion obtained by the ICJP and sent to Truss considers the unique
and special status of Jerusalem in international law and the international legal
consequences of the UK’s potential relocation of its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

It states that there are strong grounds to conclude that moving the British Embassy to
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem would constitute a violation of the UK’s obligations
under international law as it would imply recognition of unilateral legislative,
administrative, and other measures adopted by Israel in relation to Jerusalem. These
measures, which include Israel’s enactment of Basic Law 1980 declaring Jerusalem
“complete and united” as Israel’s capital, have been repeatedly declared invalid by UN
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General Assembly and the UN Security Council. The UN Security Council has affirmed
that the enactment of the Basic Law 1980 constitutes a violation of international law.
The legal opinion further states that there are strong grounds to conclude that the move
would violate the UK’s obligations under the Geneva Conventions, which require that the
UK does everything in its power to ensure respect for those Conventions by other States
and non-State parties to a conflict. The opinion also states that moving the embassy may
cause the UK to violate its obligations under the Geneva Conventions ‘not to encourage, aid
or assist violations of the Conventions by another State’.
Crispin Blunt MP, Director at the ICJP said:
“This opinion of independent Legal Counsel, expert in their field, reinforces the massive
concentration of diplomatic, religious and political concern over the review around moving
the UK’s embassy to Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The fact that the UK is apparently
seriously considering this is already causing serious reputational damage, not least to our
inherited responsibilities to be at least balanced to Palestinian aspirations that have been so
betrayed in the grim reality that has followed in the century since the Balfour Declaration.
Respected Conservative elder statesmen Lord Hague and Alistair Burt, both a former
Middle East Minister and Treasurer of Conservative Friends of Israel, have joined this
chorus of serious and informed opinion. This review needs concluding now with the
endorsement of the Status Quo on the location of the embassy.”
Tayab Ali, ICJP Director & Partner at Bindmans LLP said;
“The Prime Minister has demonstrated over the last few weeks the dangers of carelessly
announcing and implementing policies that are not thought through and without proper
consultation. The consequences to the UK economy are serious.
The Prime Minister should not approach international situations in the same way. We
cannot as a country champion the Ukrainian fight for freedom from forced annexation and
forced territorial acquisition and then create policy for Israel which so badly undermines
the British assertion of the primacy of international law and the UN charter. The
consequences of carelessness at this level would be unthinkable”.

The International Centre of Justice for Palestinians 19-10-2022
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2022 has been the deadliest year in the Palestinian territories since 2006 -
UN Humanitarian Coordinator

With at least 105 Palestinians, including 26 children, killed by Israeli forces, 2022 has been
the deadliest year since 2006, on a monthly average, for Palestinians residing in the
occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, said a statement issued by Lucia Elmi,
acting Humanitarian Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory.

The monthly average of Palestinian fatalities has increased by 57 percent when compared
with last year, said the statement.

Since the beginning of October alone, 15 Palestinians, including six children, have been
killed by Israeli forces during search-and-arrest operations, exchanges of fire, or
confrontations between Israeli forces and Palestinians in the West Bank including East
Jerusalem, often following settler attacks or incursions into Palestinian villages. In some
instances, those killed did not appear to pose a concrete or imminent threat to justify the
use of lethal force, raising concerns about excessive use of force.

In addition to this alarming situation, the United Nations is concerned about increasing
movement restrictions, the statement added. Earlier this month, after two Israeli soldiers
were shot and Kkilled at checkpoints in Nablus and East Jerusalem, Israeli forces imposed
extensive movement restrictions, limiting access of many to health care, education, and
livelihoods. In Shu’fat refugee camp, these restrictions have largely been lifted, but they

V4



remain in place in Nablus. Huwwara, one of Nablus city’s only access points, has also seen
an increase in the severity and frequency of settler violence.
“The Israeli authorities have a legal responsibility to ensure the protection of all
Palestinians,” said Lucia Elmi, the Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. “This includes
guaranteeing that any measures taken do not affect people disproportionately.”
De-escalation is critical to avoid further loss of life, protect civilians and ensure access to
essential humanitarian services, the statement concluded.
WAFA 19-10-2022
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