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King receives Canada defence minister

Premier calls on UN teams to monitor situation on the ground in light
of rise in Israeli killing of Palestinians
UN condemns Israeli deportation of Palestinian-French lawyer to France

While restricting freedom of worship for Muslims at their holy site,
Israel facilitates entry of Jewish extremists
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King receives Canada defence minister

AMMAN — His Majesty King Abdullah on Monday received Canada National Defence
Minister Anita Anand at Al Husseiniya Palace.
The meeting, attended by HRH Crown Prince Hussein, covered bilateral ties and means to
bolster military and defence cooperation, as well as the latest regional and international
developments, according to a Royal Court statement.
Discussing the Palestinian cause, King Abdullah reaffirmed the importance of actively working
to create a political horizon to achieve just and comprehensive peace between the Palestinians
and the Israelis on the basis of the two-state solution, warning that inflaming the situation will
have consequences on regional security. ..

Jordan Times 20/12/2022
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Premier calls on UN teams to monitor situation on the ground
in light of rise in Israeli killing of Palestinians

RAMALLAH - Following the ramming by a car driven by an Israeli settler into a Palestinian
family on a road in the north of the West Bank over the weekend killing two brothers, Prime
Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh today called on the United Nations teams in Palestine to monitor
the situation on the ground in the occupied territories in light of a rise in the number of
Palestinians killed by Israeli forces or settlers.
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“In view of the shedding of Palestinian blood, the extrajudicial executions on the roads, and the
escalation of terrorism by the occupation soldiers and settlers, the latest of which was the
deliberate car-ramming attack against the two brothers, Mohammad and Muhannad Mtair, we
call on the United Nations teams stationed in Palestine to deploy monitors on the roads and in the
areas targeted by settlers,” Shtayyeh said at the start of the weekly cabinet meeting held in
Ramallah.
“The UN has more than 400 vehicles and more than 1,000 staff that can be trained as UN
monitors to observe and document the actions of the army and settlers for the purpose of
prosecution,” he said.
The Prime Minister also condemned Israel’s deportation of Palestinian-French human rights
defender Salah Hammouri after revoking his right to live in his hometown of Jerusalem.
“We condemn the deportation of the Jerusalem citizen Salah Hammouri to France, after the
occupation authorities arrested him administratively, withdrew his Jerusalem residency papers,
and deprived him of his natural right to reside in his hometown,” he said.
“The case of the detainee Hammouri summarizes a number of continuous (Israeli) violations
against Jerusalem residents with the aim of emptying the city of its indigenous population
through a series of laws and racist policies targeting the Palestinian presence in the holy city,”
said Shtayyeh.
He also condemned statements by Israeli Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu in
which he said he will not give the Palestinians more than self-rule and that security will remain
in the hands of Israel.
“The statements made by Benjamin Netanyahu affect the right of our people to establish their
independent state,” said Shtayyeh. “This right was achieved after great sacrifices and was
endorsed by international laws, and it will not be dropped by a statement or a decision from any
Israeli official. Our people will not cease their legitimate struggle before they win their
legitimate rights and establish their independent state on the June 4, 1967, lines with Jerusalem
as its capital.”

Wafa 19/12/2022
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UN condemns Israeli deportation of Palestinian-French lawyer to France

NEW YORK, (PIC) - The UN Human Rights Office on Monday condemned Israel's recent
deportation of Palestinian-French human rights defender Salah Hammouri to France.

"We are deeply concerned by the chilling message this sends to those working on human rights
in the occupied Palestinian territory," UN Human Rights spokesperson Jeremy Laurence said.

The Human Rights Office said Israeli authorities revoked Hammouri's residency in occupied
East Jerusalem based on a "breach of allegiance to the State of Israel".

Hammouri, a lawyer with the Palestinian human rights organization Addameer Prisoner Support
and Human Rights Association, was arrested by Israeli Security Forces in March and placed
under administrative detention without any charge or trial.

"International humanitarian law prohibits the deportation of protected persons from occupied
territory and explicitly forbids compelling such persons to swear allegiance to the occupying
power," said Lawrence.Deporting a protected person from occupied territory is a grave breach of
the Fourth Geneva Convention, constituting a war crime".

The UN office said Hammouri's deportation highlights the vulnerable situation of Palestinians
living in East Jerusalem, as the occupying country has granted them a revocable residency status
under Israeli law.It also marks another serious deterioration in the situation for Palestinian
human rights defenders," said Lawrence.The UN Human Rights Office called on Israel to reverse
the deportation order and to stop using such allegations to halt legitimate human rights work.

Palestinian Information Center 20/12/2022
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While restricting freedom of worship for Muslims at their holy site, Israel
facilitates entry of Jewish extremists

JERUSALEM - The Israeli occupation forces this morning restricted entry of Palestinian
Muslims into the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in occupied Jerusalem to freely perform their
regular worship duties, the door to the Muslim holy compound was widely opened for the entry
of Jewish extremists, according to officials from the Islamic Waqf department, which is in
charge of the affairs of the Muslim holy places in occupied East Jerusalem.
They said that Israeli police, who man the gates of the walled compound, prevented hundreds of
Palestinian Muslims seeking to hold the daily dawn prayers from entering their holy place since
the early morning hours, forcing many to perform the prayers in the open space outside the
compound.At the same time, the police facilitated the entry of dozens of Jewish fanatics marking
the Hanukkah, or lights, holiday, into the Muslim holy site since the morning hours, provoking
the feelings of the Muslims who were denied freedom of worship at their mosque.
Wagqf officials said some of the fanatics, who roamed the holy site under heavy police protection,
even performed Jewish rituals in violation of the decades-long status quo that bans any religious
performance inside the walled compound to anyone other than Muslims.
Jewish fanatic groups have called on their followers to flock to the Al-Agsa Mosque compound
during the week-long holiday and light candles within its yards in defiance of the ban.
Palestinian and Muslim officials have warned against allowing the fanatics to change the status
quo and called on Muslims to be present in large numbers at the holy place all the time in order
to protect it.The Jewish fanatics hope their new right-wing government, which includes some of
their leaders, will change the status quo and divide the Muslim holy site so that Jews can pray
within it compound as well. Some even call for destroying the mosques in the compound, mainly
the golden Dome of the Rock and Al-Aqsa Mosque, and replacing them with Jewish temples.
Wafa 19/12/2022
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