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Israelis, Palestinians commit to de-escalate following Sharm El-

Sheikh talks
Dozens of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Greek patriarchate decries 'attack' at Jerusalem church

Palestine appeals for US action following settler attack on Jerusalem
church

Palestine appeals for US action following settler attack on Jerusalem
church

Israeli Army Assaults Young Men, Abduct Three, In Jerusalem

Israeli forces detain two children from Jerusalem
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Israelis, Palestinians commit to de-escalate following
Sharm El-Sheikh talks

Egyptian, Jordanian, Palestinian, American and Israeli senior officials Sunday met in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt, following the Aqaba talks last February to de-escalate the tension between
Palestinians and Israelis.

The Sharm El-Sheikh talks discussed proposals to reduce tensions between the Palestinians and
the Israelis and to pave the way for a peaceful settlement between the two conflicting parties.
The gathering recommitted to promoting security, stability and peace for Israelis and
Palestinians, noting the "need" to stop further violence.

Israeli and Palestinian representatives renewed their commitment to ending unilateral actions for
"three to six months." This includes an Israeli commitment to stop discussing establishing new
settler units for four months and to stop legalising settlement outposts for six months.
Palestinians and Israelis recommitted to previous agreements, especially on the Palestinian
Authority (PA's) right to practice its security mandate in Area (A) in the occupied West Bank.
They agreed to develop a mechanism to check violence, incitement, statements and actions that
might cause the situation to flare up, by which the five participant countries would receive
reports in April when they convene in Sharm El-Sheikh.

They said they would uphold previous agreements and reaffirmed their agreement to address
outstanding issues through dialogue.

The five countries agreed to establish a mechanism to take action to improve the economic
conditions of Palestinians and support the financial position of the PA. The leaders of the five
countries would receive reports of this in April when the Sharm el-Sheikh talks resume.
The five countries recommitted to not tamper with the historical status of sanctities in occupied
Jerusalem and the "importance" of Jordan's "special" role in caring for sanctities in Jerusalem.

Jordan News Agency 19-3-2023
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Dozens of extremist settlers storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

Scores of Jewish extremist settlers early Sunday stormed the Al-Aqsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East Jerusalem, an official Palestinian source said.

A statement by the General Islamic Endowments Department in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids through al-Magharebah Gate in successive groups, under the heavy
protection of Israeli police.
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"The settlers toured the mosque’s yards and provocatively performed Talmudic rituals, while
Muslim worshipers peacefully confronted," it added.

Jordan News Agency 19-3-2023
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Greek patriarchate decries 'attack' at Jerusalem church

The Greek Orthodox Church on Sunday denounced what it called a "heinous terrorist attack" on
a church at the Tomb of the Virgin Mary in Jerusalem.

Israeli police had said earlier in the day that a 27-year-old resident of southern Israel had been
arrested over "a violent incident" at the church in annexed east Jerusalem, without providing
further details on the suspect's identity.

The Greek Orthodox Church said it "denounces the attempt to cause physical harm to
Archbishop Joachim, who was leading the service, as well as the attack on one of the priests in
the church".

In a statement, it called for "international protection of holy sites".

"Terrorist attacks, by radical Israeli groups, targeting churches, cemeteries, and Christian
properties... have become almost a daily occurrence that evidently increases in intensity during
Christian holidays," it said.

The incident occurred as Christians mark Lent.

Bilal Abu Nab, a vendor who works near the church, told AFP that the attack was committed by
two Jewish men, one wearing a yarmulke and the other wearing a tzitzit.

He said a priest had been injured in the forehead, and police were called but arrived more than
half an hour later.

Without mentioning a second assailant, the police said the apprehended suspect entered the
church with an iron bar and that there were no injuries.

Attacks on Christian sites in Jerusalem are not uncommon.

In February, a statue of Jesus Christ was vandalised at the Church of the Condemnation, where
Christians believe Jesus was flogged and sentenced to death.

A month earlier, dozens of Christian graves were desecrated at an Episcopal cemetery on Mount
Zion, where Christians believe Jesus's Last Supper took place.

In annexed east Jerusalem 230,000 Israelis live along with at least 360,000 Palestinians who
want to make the sector the capital of their future state.

But Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations have been stalled since 2014 and Isracli-Palestinian
violence has worsened this year.

Union of Catholic Asian News 20-3-2023
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Palestine appeals for US action following settler attack
on Jerusalem church

2 Israeli settlers break into Church of Gethsemane and attempt to sabotage content inside.
Palestine on Sunday appealed for US and international action to halt Israeli settler attacks against
holy sites in occupied East Jerusalem.

Two Israeli settlers on Sunday broke into the Church of Gethsemane in Jerusalem and attempted
to sabotage the content inside, but were confronted by a Palestinian man who was present at the
church, according to the Governorate of Jerusalem.

In a statement, the Palestinian Foreign Ministry strongly condemned the settler attack on the
church.

“The repetition of these assaults is part of the official Israeli targeting of Jerusalem and its
Christian and Islamic holy sites,” the statement said.
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“These assaults are part of Israel’s Judaization of Jerusalem and attempts to impose Israeli
sovereignty [on Jerusalem] and detach the city from its Palestinian surrounding," it added.

The ministry called on the United Nations to activate international protection for the Palestinians
amid continuing Israeli attacks.

Israeli police, meanwhile, said a settler had been arrested for breaking into the church and
threatening visitors with a sharp object.

Tensions have been running high across the occupied West Bank in recent months amid repeated
Israeli raids into Palestinian towns.

Nearly 90 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire since the start of this year, according to
Palestinian figures. Fourteen Israelis have also been killed in separate attacks during the same
period.

Anadolu Agency 19-3-2023
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Israeli Forces Demolish 2 Palestinian Homes in Jerusalem

Israeli occupation forces IOF demolished two Palestinian residential structures in the Jerusalem
town of Jabal Al-Mukaber on Saturday evening, March 18, 2023.
Palestinian local sources reported that Israeli bulldozers demolished two homes made of wood
and tin under the pretext of building without a permit.
The two homes, housing 11 family members, are owned by the families of Oudeh and Hamza
Al-Saidi. The homes’ area is estimated to be 100 square meters.
Al-Saidi families constructed their homes in 1993. The Israeli occupation authorities ordered the
eviction of the two families in 1997 Earlier in March, the Israeli new government ordered to
continue demolishing Palestinian homes during the holy month of Ramadan, marked on March
23rd.Israeli occupation authorities don’t allow Palestinians to build without permits. However,
obtaining a building permit for Palestinians is extremely complicated.
Almost a third of Palestinian homes in occupied Jerusalem were built without a permit because
Israel deprived their owners of building permits.

Days of Palestine 19-3-2023

Israeli Army Assaults Young Men, Abduct Three, In Jerusalem

On Saturday evening, Israeli soldiers assaulted several young Palestinian men and abducted
three, in occupied Jerusalem, in the West Bank.

In the Old City, the soldiers assaulted and injured a young man, Ibrahim Abu Sneina, who
suffered various bruises and cuts to his body, especially his face and head.

The soldiers also invaded Jabal Al-Mokabber, southeast of Jerusalem, and assaulted
severalPalestinians with batons and rifles, causing several injuries.

Furthermore, the soldiers abducted Ali and Amir Salayma from Jerusalem’s Old City.

In Sur Baher town, south of Jerusalem, the soldiers abducted a young man, Mahdi Abu Hamed,
and took him to a nearby interrogation facility.In related news, the soldiers abducted three young
men and assaulted one in occupied Jerusalem and one near Hebron in the occupied West Bank.

International Middle East Media Center 19-3-2023
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Israeli forces detain two children from Jerusalem

Israeli forces Sunday evening detained two Palestinian children from the town of Silwan, south
of occupied Jerusalem's Agsa mosque.The Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs
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said that the Israeli army detained Omar Abu Mayyalah, 15, and Adam Zaytoun, 14, after raiding
the aforementioned town and setting up a checkpoint.
WAFA 19-3-2023
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