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e Foreign Minister Penny Wong: Jerusalem’s future as Israel’s capital

remains an open question
e Mishaal calls for confronting Israeli settlement expansion plans

e Palestinian Man Succumbs to Wounds Sustained from Israeli Fire
in 2021
e JOA deports three Jerusalemite citizens from Al-Aqsa Mosque

e Soldiers Shoot Child In The Head, In Jerusalem
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Foreign Minister Penny Wong: Jerusalem’s future as Israel’s capital remains

an open question

By Tess Ikonomou
Penny Wong says Labor’s changed position on Israel and Palestinian lands is not a prejudgement
on the final status of Jerusalem by Australia. The government has returned to the position of
referring to “occupied Palestinian territories,” mirroring the United Kingdom, New Zealand and
European Union.Asked if Israel should withdraw from these territories, the foreign minister said
“we’ve returned to a more centrist position”.“The fact that we have articulated this position ...
does not prejudge final-status issues, including the final status of Jerusalem,” she told the
ABC’s Insiders.“We’re not, and neither is the rest of the international community.”
Asked for her position on East Jerusalem, Senator Wong said she believed it has been regarded
under international law as occupied.“We tried to take a principled and consistent, coherent
position,” she said.“That is how we have approached this issue, not through the prism of
domestic politics.”

The New Daily 20-8-2023

Mishaal calls for confronting Israeli settlement expansion plans

The head of the Hamas Movement's political bureau abroad, Khaled Mishaal, has called for
confronting the Israeli plan which aims to expel Palestinian citizens from Palestine to Jordan.

In a recorded speech that was broadcast in various Jordanian governorates during rallies in
support of the Al-Aqgsa Mosque on Saturday evening, Mishaal said that the Israeli plan seeks to
evict the West Bank from the Palestinian people in addition to imposing Israeli Judaization plans
in Jerusalem.

Mishaal warned of the grave danger threatening the Al-Aqsa Mosque, adding that Jewish settlers
have been escalating their incursions into the Mosque.

14



“The Palestinian people all over the occupied territories will continue confronting the Israeli
occupation by all means possible,” Mishaal affirmed.

He called on the Arab and Muslim countries to support the Palestinian people against the Israeli
settlement expansion plans.

The Palestinian Information Center 19-8-2023
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Palestinian Man Succumbs to Wounds Sustained from Israeli Fire in 2021

A Palestinian man succumbed to his injuries on Thursday night after being shot by Israeli
occupation forces inside the Al-Agsa Mosque compound in occupied Jerusalem more than two
years ago, according to local sources.
Hamza Abu Sneneh, 30, from the Old City of Jerusalem, was wounded by an Israeli rubber-
coated bullet on May 7, 2021, when Israeli occupation soldiers stormed the holy site as
thousands of worshipers were performing Taraweeh prayers during the holy month of Ramadan.
The bullet caused multiple fractures in his skull and the loss of his left eye. He was taken to
Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital for treatment, but was arrested by Israeli occupation forces a few
days later despite his critical condition. He was later released.
Abu Sneneh suffered from the effects of the injury for the past two years, and his health
deteriorated in the weeks before his death. He was married and had two daughters. His family
lives in the Bab Hatta neighborhood in the Old City of Jerusalem.
The Al-Agsa Mosque compound, also known as Haram al-Sharif, is the third holiest site in Islam
and a flashpoint of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel occupied Jerusalem, where the
compound is located, in 1967 and later annexed it in a move not recognized by most of the
international community.
Palestinians have long accused Israel of trying to change the status quo of the compound, which
allows Muslims to pray there while non-Muslims can only visit. Israel denies this allegation and
claims that it respects the existing arrangements.
The shooting of Abu Sneneh was part of a series of Israeli violent incidents that erupted in
Jerusalem in May 2021, following Israeli attempts to evict Palestinian families from their homes
in Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood and restrict access to the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound during
Ramadan.
The tensions escalated into a full-scale war between Israel and Palestinian resistance in Gaza
which lasted for 11 days and killed more than 250 people, mostly Palestinians. A ceasefire was
reached on May 21, 2021, but sporadic clashes and protests have continued since then.

Days of Palestine 18-8-2023
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IOA deports three Jerusalemite citizens from Al-Aqsa Mosque

The Israeli occupation authorities (IOA) on Friday issued deportation orders from the Al-Agsa
Mosque against three Jerusalemite citizens for one month.

According to Quds Press news agency, the deportees are the journalist Ahmad al-Safadi,
Director-General of the Jerusalem Center for Social and Economic Rights, Ziad Hammouri, and
the Jerusalemite citizen Fayez Aslan.

For his part, journalist Safadi said in a press statement that the Israeli police beat all three of
them with cudgels and detained them.



Safadi underlined that they were later released and deportation orders were issued against them,
adding that a fine of 5,000 shekels was imposed on them.

Deporting Jerusalemite citizens and activists from the Al-Agsa Mosque comes as part of the
Israeli attempts to curb the influence of Jerusalemite figures and expel them from the holy city.

The Palestinian Information Center 18-8-2023
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Soldiers Shoot Child In The Head, In Jerusalem

On Saturday, Israeli soldiers shot a Palestinian child with a live round to the head, in Silwan
town, south of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in the occupied capital, Jerusalem, in the West Bank.
Media sources said several army and police vehicles invaded the Al-Wista neighborhood in
Silwan, leading to protests.
The soldiers fired several live rounds, wounding a child, Abdul-Rahman Amer Zaghal, 15 years
of age, in the head before he was rushed to Hadassah Ein Karem Hospital in Jerusalem.
Firas Al-Jebrini, a lawyer with the Wadi Hilweh Information Center In Silwan (Silwanic), said
the child underwent surgery to the head and is currently in stable condition, hooked to a
respiratory machine at the Pediatrics’ Intensive Care Unit.
Al-Jebrini stated that he managed to see the child after he underwent surgery and said that a
soldier shot Abdul-Rahman with a live round in the head and added that the bullet struck his
skull above the left eye.
He also said that the Israeli army intends to file charges against the child despite his gunshot
wound to the head.
The wounded child’s uncle, Nabil Sharha, denied Israeli military allegations that his nephew was
carrying a Molotov cocktail and added that he was heading to the store to buy bread for the
family when the soldiers shot him.
Nabil added that the child was only carrying ten shekels in his hand when the army stormed the
area and fired sporadic rounds of live fire at Palestinians, protesting the invasion, and in several
other directions.
In related news, the soldiers invaded Anata town, northeast of Jerusalem, and shot a young man
in the Salam Suburb.

International Middle East Media Center 19-8-2023
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