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King meets religious leaders from Jerusalem, Jordan; reaffirms unwavering

position towards Palestine

House speaker urges European Parliament to support King's efforts to stop
Israeli war on Gaza

Settlement expert to Al-Quds: Approval of building 326 settlement units in Jabal
Abu Ghneim

Occupation forces arrests 3 Jerusalemites
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King meets religious leaders from Jerusalem, Jordan; reaffirms unwavering
position towards Palestine

His Majesty King Abdullah on Wednesday reaffirmed Jordan’s clear and unwavering position
towards the Palestinian cause and the aggression on Gaza, stressing that Jordan will not go back
on its position and will continue to support the Palestinians.

During a meeting with religious leaders from Jerusalem and Jordan at Al Husseiniya Palace, His
Majestly reiterated the need to stand united in defending Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.

At the meeting attended by Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II
and Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, His Majesty’s chief adviser for religious and cultural affairs
and personal envoy the King said Jordan wil)ll carry on with its historic role in safeguarding
Islamic and Christian holy sites in Jerusalem.

His Maliesty called for stepping up cooperation and coordination with the Palestinians to identify
the challenges they face on the ground and support them to persevere.

Turning to Gaza, the King said any truce must lead to a ceasefire and a return to the negotiating
table to find a solution to the Palestinian issue based on the two-state solution, which is
supported by international consensus.
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The King expressed Jordan’s rejection and condemnation of the targeting of places of warship,
including mosques and churches in Gaza, noting that many have sought refuge in these places
and are n need of aid, which Jordan is seeking to deliver in any way possible.

His Majesty highlighted Jordan’s efforts to maintain the provision of relief and humanitarian aid
through ﬁef/d hospitals, especially in Gaza, which receive vital supplies, in parallel to pushing for
the opening of crossing points for the sustainable and sufficient delivery of aid.

The King warned of the repercussions of the catastrophic humanitarian situation in Gaza due to
the Israeli aggression, as well as in Jerusalem and the West Bank as a result of continuous
aggression against Palestinians there.

Additionally, His Majesty warned of impediments that may prevent Christians from attending
Christmas Mass in Bethlehem, stressing that Jordan will work with the international community
to ensure access for worshippers.

For his part, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi spoke about Jordan’s
efforts to support the Palestinians, adding that Jordan’s priorities have always been clear
throughout history, with a firm position in support of the Palestinians in gaining their rights as
the only way to reach peace.

Safadi highlighted Jordan’s efforts, under the King’s leadership, from the start of the war, to
expose its futility and catastrophic results not only on the Palestinians, but on the entire region.
He added that the international position towards what is happening in Gaza has started to change,
which is key to reaching the goal of stopping the war.

Safadi stressed that the humanitarian situation is a priority for Jordan, including the delivery of
aid to Gaza and the West Bank, which is also witnessing dangerous escalations.

The minister said Jordan, in coordination with the Palestinian Authority, has presented a case to
the International Court of Justice on violations in the West Bank and in Jerusalem, as well as
attempts to violate the historical and legal status quo in Islamic and Christian holy sites, and
attempts to displace Palestinian Jerusalemites and demolish their homes.

Safadi said His Majesty has warned of any post-war security approach that continues what the
West Bank has been witnessing, stressing that any approach on Gaza has to be part of a
comprehensive approach, whereby the Strip and the West Bank are dealt with as one.
Jerusalem Awqaf Council President Abdul Azim Salhab expressed appreciation for His
Majesty’s ongoing efforts to support the Palestinian people, stressing Jerusalemites are
committed to supporting the Hashemite Custodianship of Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem, which 1s key to safeguarding the historical status quo in the holy city.

Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos III commended the Hashemite
Custodianship’s role in preserving the historical and legal status quo, noting the progress
achieved in the second phase of restoration in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre under the
Hashemite restoration project.

Warning that no military solution can bring peace in the Middle East, Patriarch Theophilos 111
said the heads of churches in the Holy Land call for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza to relieve the
humanitarian crisis.

He stressed the need to end the cycle of violence and build on shared values and aspirations to
reach a future where the Palestinian people can live with the dignity of every human person,
commending Jordan’s role in delivering urgent aid to Gaza and establishing field hospitals in the
Strip and in the West Bank.

Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa commended Jordan’s diplomatic
role in seeking an end to the war in Gaza, expressing thanks to the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab
Army for the humanitarian relief provided through field hospitals in Gaza and the West Bank,
and to the Jordan Hashemite Charity Organisation for its efforts in delivering aid to the strip.
"Together we seek, by all possible means, to assert the truth to the world and the international
community, to stop the war immediately," Cardinal Pizzaballa said, stressing that the
intervention of the international community will be necessary to help in finding a new and
realistic perspective for the future of Gaza and of Palestinians.

"But at the same time, it is not possible that such a perspective could be achieved, without the
central role of Jordan and of Your Majesty," he said, addressing the King.

"Your mission and the special role of the Hashemite family are of the utmost importance. You
are a strong voice in all regional and international forums, helping to preserve the identity of the
Holy City and the ‘status quo’, and guaranteeing the preservation of the multi-religious and
multi-cultural character of Jerusalem in all her holy places," Cardinal Pizzaballa added.
"His Holiness Pope Francis and the Holy See highly appreciate the person of Your Majesty and
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which, thanks to your wise leadership, has made our beloved
Jordanian society a living model of stability in our region," he continued.

Jerusalem Awqaf Department Director Mohammad Azzam Al Khatib praised His Majesty’s
efforts in seeking an end to the war on Gaza and rejecting the forcible displacement of the
Palestinians.

Al Agsa Mosque Imam Sheikh Yousef Abu Sneineh highlighted the situation at the mosque
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under current Israeli violations, stressing the important role of the Hashemite Custodianship in
safeguarding holy sites and their identity and noting the ongoing steadfastness of worshippers.
Jordan’s Grand Mufti Ahmad Hasanat stressed Jordanians’ support for His Majesty’s stances in
support of the Palestinians’ just rights.
Council of Church Leaders President Archbishop Christoforos Atallah commended His
Majesty’s efforts to call for ending the war on Gaza and ensure the uninterrupted flow of
humanitarian aid, as well as his reaffirmation of the need to reach peace on the basis of the two-
state solution and rejection of forced displacement attempts.
He also lauded the King’s efforts in preserving the Christian presence in the region and ensuring
Christians’ steadfastness.
Royal Hashemite Court Chief Yousef Issawi, Director of the Office of His Majesty Jafar Hassan,
Awqaf Minister Mohammad Khalaileh, Chief Islamic Justice Abdul Hafez Rabtah, and Jordan’s
Ambassador to Palestine Issam Bdour attended the meeting.
Members of the Jerusalem council of churches, the Jerusalem awgqaf council, a number of
Jerusalemite figures, and heads of churches in Jordan were also in attendance.

s Jordan News Agency 20-12-2023

House speaker urges European Parliament to support King's efforts to stop
Israeli war on Gaza

The Speaker of the Lower House, Ahmed Safadi, Wednesday said the region "will not enjoy
security and stability without a comprehensive and just solution to the Palestinian issue that
meets the demands of the brothers to establish their independent state."

In a meeting with a European Parliamentary delegation in Amman, Safadi said the Israeli war on
Gaza requires a "firm" international action to stop the "crimes against civilians," adding that
Jorc}%n believes in the necessity of a political solution based on the two-state solution to end the
conflict.

He added that reoccupying parts of Gaza, establishing buffer zones there or displacing its people
"is unacceptable and constitutes an attack on Palestinian rights. We must realise the importance
of His Majesty the King's speech when he stressed the importance of the territorial integrity of
Palestine and that Gaza must not be separated from the rest of the Palestinian territories."
He called for support for the King's efforts to stop the war and advance a political solution that
guarantees the historical and legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.

He said, "Friends in the European Parliament must be aware of the dangers that His Majesty the
King warned of in denting Palestinian rights and the continuation of the war on civilians in Gaza
as this would lead to the conflict moving and expanding into a long-lasting disaster for the entire
region," calling for the delivery 0% medical and food aid to the besieged enclave.
Safadi noted the challenges facing Jordan as a result of the waves of refugees "and what our
armed forces are doing to protect the borders against gangs and militias that are trying to
smuggle drugs and weapons."

He urged the international community to adhere to its moral and humanitarian pledges towards
the countries hosting refugees and support and assist Jordan's efforts in its war on drugs.
Chairman of the Parliamentary Foreign Effairs Committee, Khaldoun Hina, discussed the "need"
to stop the Israeli war on Gaza, calling for more efforts to end the conflict in the region and bring

urgent aid to the Palestinians in Gaza.
s Jordan News Agency 0-12-2023

Settlement expert to Al-Quds: Approval of building 326 settlement units in
Jabal Abu Ghneim

The Planning and Building Committee in the occupation municipality approved a plan
considered the largest in East Jerusalem on the lands of Jabal Abu Ghneim, to build 326
settlement units, including schools, kindergartens, and a synagogue, in preparation for
transforming this settlement into a settlement city and raising the construction rate in it to rates
that exceed all settlements inside and outside the occupied city.

Land and settlement expert Khalil Al-Tafakji told AI-Quds that this is the second project
approved by the Isracli municipality within a week in southeastern occupied Jerusalem. Last
Friday, it approved a large settlement project on the lands of Sur Baher and Umm Tuba, and a
few days before that it approved a similar settlement project, “The Lower Canal.” ", in Beit
Safafa i an unprecedented settlement fever.

He added that the municipality and the Ministry of Settlement Affairs are working to advance
settlement projects with a clear vision aimed at striking the two-state solution and preventing any
fossibility of withdrawal or division of Jerusalem according to the borders of June 4, 1967, by
inking, surrounding and merging the neighborhoods of East Jerusalem with West Jerusalem and
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linking the city to its two parts with a wide and complex network of Overlapping roads that
prevent its re-separation to become the capital of the Palestinian state.

Al-Tufakji explained that the plans approved in the last two years depend on building a wall of
settlement units and forming settlement cities on the Green Line in an attempt to o%literate it.
This is represented by expanding the “Gilo” settlement with its branches, expanding the Jabal
Abu Ghneim settlement, and building settlement neighborhoods in a straight line from west to
east in the south. East Jerusalem to separate occupied East Jerusalem from the cities of
Bethlehem, Beit Jala, and Beit Sahour.

Al-Tufakji pointed out that the so-called (lower canal) project was approved last week on the
Green Line of Shatba, on the lands of Sur Baher, with 1,800 settlement units, and this is also
related to what was approved in the “Gilo” settlement to expand it and build 282 settlement units
bi building 3 towers with 17 floors on top, lands confiscated since 1970 from Beit Jala lands.
The land and settlement expert said that the occupation established a settlement wall from the
southeast of the city of Jerusalem to the southwest of the city, separating the villages of Sur
Baher, Umm Tuba, and Sharafat from the Palestinian cities in the south, Beit Sahour, Beit Jala,
and Bethlehem, and controlling the roads connecting these cities and villages, in addition to the
settlement road. Known as (American Street), a part of which was cut and opened, linking these
settlements to the colonies located outside the city limits, for which a budget of "500" million
dollars was allocated after the formation of the current right-wing government, pointing to the
approval of the construction of the "Kadmat Sion" settlement outpost on the lands of Abu Dis to
connect these outposts to existing settlements, part of which is located within the municipal
boundaries and the second part outside them.

He added that these projects complement each other and are interconnected in the final stage,
through the construction of the highest and longest bridge deep into the Palestinian territories on
Wadi al-Nar, with the opening of two tunnels in the Mount of Olives and Abu Dis areas, within
the vision of the extreme right for what is called the “Fabric of Life Street,” which establishes a
network of racist roads for Palestinians to separate them from the network of settlement bypass
roads that connect the East Jerusalem settlements to the neighborhoods in West Jerusalem and
the Valley settlements. Note that this project includes opening a series of tunnels, part of which
was opened, and next year they will be completed and the rest will be opened to connect the
settlements 1n East Jerusalem to West Jerusalem and connect the city tightly in order to connect
and integrate the neighborhoods of the two parts of the city.

He said, "The occupation municipality revealed that the project in Jabal Abu Ghneim is an
investment to achieve economic profits for the developers."

According to the municipality, the plan, which covers an area of 12.7 dunums, includes areas for
huge settlement construction, commercial and labor buildings, and an open public space, with the
construction of 3 residential towers with a height of 31 floors (and 37 floors), where 326
settlement units will be built.

The municipality said that the plan includes a large area of about 3.5 dunums to build a new
school, sports and youth uses, parks and other facilities, and 3 kindergartens, each with a
building area of 130 square meters, a yard of 175 square meters for the kindergarten, and a
synagogue with an area of 175 square meters.

The occupation municipality said, "The new buildings are for the benefit of families and young
couples in the settlement and those who would like to move to live in Jerusalem."
Al-Tafakji pointed out that the area targeted by the new settlement neighborhood is located in the
middle of the town of Sur Baher, on an area of 12 dunums, and is bordered to the south by the
Jabal Abu Ghneim settlement, to the north by the Talpiot neighborhood, to the west by West
Jerusalem, and to the east by the American Street. He said that with this project, the encirclement
of this town with settlement streets and colonies will be completed, ang its separation from the
nheighboring Jerusalem towns, such as Jabal Mukaber and Beit Safafa, to become isolated from
them.

He said, "The town of Shuafat was cordoned off from the eastern side by the Pisgat Ze'ev
settlement and from the western side by the Ramat Shlomo settlement, and it was surrounded by
Bypass Road 21, and today there is a project to build settlement outposts for Deputy Mayor
Aryeh King in its west," ref>e/rring to the religious settlement concentration in the town o%/ Silwan,
where the number of outposts, ranging from a room to a building, in Silwan is 34, a large number
of which are concentrated in the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood, close to the holy Al-Agsa Mosque.
He concluded by saying: “The reports of the occupation municipality and the Ministry of
Settlement Affairs have shown that settlement construction in Jerusalem and the occupied West
Bank has doubled and set new records since the formation of the current Isracli government
headed by Benjamin Netanyahu.

Since the beginning of the year 2023, the government has approved the establishment of more
than 13 thousand units, compared to 10 Thousands of units approved in 2020.

s Al Quds Newspaper 20-12-2023
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Occupation forces arrests 3 Jerusalemites
The Israeli occupation forces arrested, on Tuesday evening, three Jerusalemites.
The Commission for Prisoners and Ex-Detainees Affairs reported that the Israeli occupation
forces arrested Ibrahim Al-Hashlamoun, Muhammad Shweiki and Sami Fatiha after raiding their

homes in Jerusalem.
Al Quds Newspaper 20/12/2023
* % %
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