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UN Security Council denounces Israel's settlement expansion plans in
the occupied territories

Foreign Ministry welcomes the outcomes of the 36th session of the
African Union Summit

Bakirat: IOA seeks to dry up the Palestinian presence in J’lem

188 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Israeli occupation forces attack students at Shufat refugee camp in
Jerusalem causing suffocation cases
Israeli occupation arrests a Palestinian boy in Jerusalem

Israel issues demolition notice against house near Jerusalem
Israeli police impose movement restrictions at J’lem checkpoints

Hidden Motives: How Israel Causes Palestinian Houses in Jerusalem
to Collapse
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UN Security Council denounces Israel's settlement expansion plans in the
occupied territories

The United Nations Security Council tonight unanimously denounced Israeli plans to expand its
settlements in the occupied West Bank, stressing that the settlement activities harm the viability
of the two-state solution.

A statement read at the conclusion of a special meeting expressed the Council’s “deep concern
and dismay with Israel's announcement on Feb. 12, 2023, announcing further construction and
expansion of settlements and the legitimization of settlement outposts."

It added: "The Security Council reiterates that continuing Israeli settlement activities are
dangerously imperiling the viability of the two-state solution based on the 1967 lines."

Read by Vanessa Frazier, Malta's UN envoy who is serving as the council's president for the
month of February, the statement said: "The Security Council strongly underscores the need for
all parties to meet their international obligations and commitments, strongly opposes all
unilateral measures that impede peace, including, inter alia, Israeli construction and expansion of
settlements, confiscation of Palestinian lands, and the legitimate legalization of settlement
outposts, demolition of Palestinians homes and displacement of Palestinian civilians."

The statement further condemned all acts of violence against civilians, including those that have
targeted Palestinians and Israelis, and called "on all parties to observe calm and restraint and to
refrain from provocative actions, incitement and inflammatory rhetoric, with the aim, inter alia,
of escalating the situation on the ground."

WAFA 20-2-2023
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Foreign Ministry welcomes the outcomes of the 36th session of the African
Union Summit

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates today welcomed the decisions that came in the
final statement of the 36th session of the African Union Summit, held in the Ethiopian capital,
Addis Ababa, particularly the paragraph related to the Palestinian issue, and thanked the African
leaders for refusing Israel’s request to obtain observer status in the African Union.

The Foreign Ministry expressed its pride in the historical relations between the Palestinian
people and the peoples of the African continent, whom it said have always stood by the
Palestinian people and their rights, foremost of which are their rights to self-determination,
independence, and ending the occupation, settlements and the Israeli apartheid regime.
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The closing statement of the African Union summit affirmed the full support of African countries
for the Palestinian people, led by President Mahmoud Abbas, in their legitimate struggle against
the Israeli occupation in order to restore their inalienable rights, including their right to self-
determination, return of refugees, and establishing their independent and sovereign state on the
June 4, 1967, borders with East Jerusalem as its capital.

The African leaders also renewed their call to launch a credible political process to end the
Israeli occupation and dismantle its apartheid regime in order to achieve a just, comprehensive
and lasting peace in the Middle East, to support the State of Palestine's efforts to achieve full
membership in the United Nations and to hold Israel accountable for its crimes against the
Palestinian people.

WAFA 20-2-2023
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Bakirat: IOA seeks to dry up the Palestinian presence in J’lem

Sheikh Najeh Bakirat, deputy head of the Islamic Awqaf Administration in Occupied Jerusalem,
has said that the current policy pursued by the Israeli government led by Benjamin Netanyahu
and Itamar Ben Gvir aims to dry up the Jerusalemite presence in the entire holy city.

In press remarks on Monday, Sheikh Bakirat warned that the Israeli government seeks to change
the demographic reality in Jerusalem and at the Aqsa Mosque, describing such a plan as
“extremely dangerous”.

The Jerusalemite official affirmed that the Israeli occupation authority (IOA) works on making
the Jerusalemites’ lives unbearable and making the percentage of their presence in their holy city
not exceeding 20 percent.

He pointed out that the Israeli government banned the Jerusalemites from organizing scout
activities in the streets of the holy city and launched a war on the Palestinian flag and culture.
“We are facing something like a militia, and the occupation seeks to achieve what it has not been
able to do in a half a century,” he added.

He expressed his belief that the situation in the holy city would explode if the IOA persisted in
demolishing Jerusalemite homes and allowing Jewish settlers to desecrate the Aqsa Mosque.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-2-2023
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188 settlers defile Aqsa Mosque

Dozens of extremist Jewish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque in Occupied Jerusalem on
Monday morning and later in the afternoon.

According to al-Qastal News website, at least 188 settlers entered the Mosque in groups through
its Maghariba Gate and toured its courtyards under tight police guard.

A number of settlers escorted by police officers also gathered in the eastern area of the Mosque
and embarked on performing Talmudic prayers.

Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation police continued to impose restrictions on the entry of Muslim
worshipers to the Mosque, and harassed a number of them during their presence in its courtyards
and the entrances leading to it.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-2-2023
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Israeli occupation forces attack students at Shufat refugee camp in Jerusalem
causing suffocation cases



The Israeli occupation forces today attacked Palestinian students as they were leaving their
schools in Shufat refugee camp, northeast of occupied Jerusalem, causing suffocation cases
among them, according to local sources.

They said the forces broke into the camp, provoking the students and residents and firing tear gas
in their direction causing many to sufter from suffocation.

The camp has been under constant attack from the occupation forces as part of a policy of the
new far-right Israeli government and its fascist minister of national security, Itamar Ben Guvir,
who vowed to suppress the Palestinians in the occupied section of the holy city.

WAFA 20-2-2023
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Israeli occupation arrests a Palestinian boy in Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation forces arrested a Palestinian boy on Monday, northeast of occupied
Jerusalem.

Wafa news agency reported that the occupation forces stormed the town of Hizma, northeast of
the city, searched houses, tampered with their contents, and arrested a Palestinian boy.

On Sunday, the occupation forces arrested eight Palestinians from separate areas in the West
Bank.

Syrian Arab News Agency 20-2-2023
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Israel issues demolition notice against house near Jerusalem

Israeli authorities Monday issued a notice of demolition against a Palestinian-owned house in the
village of Kafr Aqab, in the occupied city of Jerusalem, sources confirmed.

They said the targeted house belongs to 26-year-old prisoner Islam Froukh.

Israeli forces previously took the measurements of two houses owned by the family of prisoner
Froukh, preparing to demolish them.

Israeli military prosecution demanded the extension of Froukh's detention until the end of the
judicial procedures against him.

WAFA 20-2-2023
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Israeli police impose movement restrictions at J’lem checkpoints

The Israeli occupation police tightened on Monday morning its restrictions on the movement of
Jerusalemite citizens, especially students, as they were trying to go to their destinations through
the checkpoints of Shuafat and Qalandia.

According to local sources, the Israeli police took harsh measures against Jerusalemite citizens at
the Shuafat and Qalandia checkpoints through searching them and obstructing their movement,
which caused heavy build-ups of traffic.

Thousands of students also stood in long lines at the Shuafat and Qalandia checkpoints as a result
of the Israeli police measures.

Israeli police forces also set up a checkpoint at the entrance of the tunnel connecting the towns of
Biddu and al-Jib in the northwest of Occupied Jerusalem.

Another Israeli checkpoint was set up on a road near the Ibrahimieh College in the east
Jerusalem town of as-Suwannah.
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Earlier at dawn, police forces stormed different areas of Jerusalem, including Anata and at-Tur
towns and Shuafat refugee camp, amid clashes with local youths.

The Palestinian Information Center 20-2-2023
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Hidden Motives: How Israel Causes Palestinian Houses in Jerusalem to

Collapse
By Fayha Shalash
Kayed Alrajabi didn’t expect that winter would bring destruction to his small home in Jerusalem.
Heavy rains led to the collapse of a part of the house’s roof and the injury of one of his children.
In his house, in the Batn Alhawa neighborhood, Alrajabi, a few days ago, was surprised by the
collapse of a part of the roof during heavy rains, which caused his child to injure his leg. Eight
people live in the house, including his elderly mother.
“We were at home hearing the sound of thunder and trying to warm up the place as much as
possible when we were surprised by the collapse. It was scary and we all ran outside,” Alrajabi
told The Palestine Chronicle.
However, the rainy weather is not the only reason behind this, as there are other reasons that lead
to the collapse of Palestinian homes in the city of Jerusalem, especially in the town of Silwan.
Digging Tunnels
Palestinians accuse Israeli authorities of playing a major role in that. For years, Israeli
excavations have been ongoing underneath Palestinian homes in the town. Some of these
excavations are publicly declared; others are hidden.
According to the Wadi Hilweh Information Center, Israel has started digging tunnels under
Jerusalem’s neighborhoods in order to search for antiquities, but the undeclared goal is to
establish a network of tunnels that reach the bottom of Al-Agsa Mosque and shake its
foundations.
Excavation work continues in a network of ramified tunnels under the Wadi Hilweh
neighborhood all the way to Al-Buraq Square, the western wall of the Mosque.
The Center added that the digging and slitting of tunnels have been going on under the Wadi
Hilweh neighborhood for 13 years, and this led to widespread landslides, cracks and fissures in
several areas of the neighborhood, especially in the “main street, Mosque and kindergarten”.
Additionally, more than 80 houses were partially damaged, while 5 buildings were classified as
“dangerous” by the Israeli occupation municipality after their foundations were damaged.
Recently, the backyard of one of the houses in the Ras Alamud neighborhood collapsed, posing a
great danger to its residents. This event revealed the existence of a large hollow space under the
house, suggesting that Israeli machinery has been excavating in that area.
Willful Negligence
In the Abu Tayeh neighborhood, similar collapses occurred under the houses, and the residents
miraculously survived, but this time the reasons were different.
Ahmad Abu Tayeh, one of the residents in the neighborhood, said that the cause of the collapse
is the negligence of the Israeli occupation municipality in Jerusalem, as it prevented the
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construction of a retaining wall to protect the houses. It also prevents any repairs to the structures
under various pretexts.
“The Israeli municipality does not allow us to make any repairs inside our homes. For example,
if a wall needs support, we are not allowed to build it even if it is dangerous for our lives,” Abu
Tayeh added.
In contrast, the Israeli occupation municipality quickly grants the necessary permits to the illegal
Jewish settlement outposts inside the town, and allows for any construction works that may be
needed, Abu Tayeh told us.
In fact, the excavation and construction work carried out by the settlers leads to great damage to
the old Palestinian homes. Moreover, after refusing to allow them the necessary permits, the
Israeli authorities often ask the Palestinian residents to evacuate their homes under the pretext
that these homes have become dangerous for habitation.
The Wadi Hilweh Information Center explains that there are various dangers resulting from this.
When the residents are forced to leave their homes, the buildings eventually fall under the
control of the Israeli occupation municipality, which over time passes the ownership to the
illegal settlers.
Meanwhile, the excavation work below the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood never stops as
demonstrated by specialized trucks that transport the dust emptied from the bottom of the
ground. “When Palestinians ask, through a lawyer, to enter the tunnels and monitor the works,
the (Israeli) occupation authorities prevent them from doing so,” the Center said.
Jewish settlement groups claim that these tunnels are part of the search for Jewish antiquities in
the region. These efforts are concentrated in the town of Silwan, which the settlers call the City
of David.
Although, until now, no Jewish antiquities have been found to support these claims, the digging
continues, causing the collapse of Palestinian homes and a constant threat to the lives of the
residents.

The Palestine Chronicle 20-2-2023
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